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PREFACE 

Tms book is intended for the use of students in Advanced 
Science Classes. It has been written with the object of giving 
an account of the chief points of the theory of Optics, both 
Geometrical and Physical, without making great demands 
firona students in the way of Mathematical attainments. I 
have made some very elementary applications of the Dif- 
ferential Calculus ; but have, in general, given as well alter- 
native methods, or have indicated how the results could be 
otherwise obtained; and have, I hope, by occasionally pre- 
senting the two methods of solution side by side, done some- 
thing to encourage students in the use of the shorter and 
more elegant one. The entire book may thus be read without 
any more advanced knowledge of Mathematics than Higher 
Ttigonometiy. 

I have throughout kept in view the experimental side of 
the subject, and have given some account of the methods 
of making experiments and optical measurements, as well as 
indicating experiments that can be performed sometimes by 
very simple means in illustration of important phenomena. 
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vi Preface. 

The oiajori^ of the illustrations have been engraved from 
my drawings. For others I am indebted to various books, 
and in particular to Glazebrook's *' Physical Optics " and 
Jamin's " Cours de Physique." I have also to thank Messrs. 
Nalder Bros, and Co. for the illustration of their optical 
bench. 

W. T. A. EMTAGE. 
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, CHAPTER I. 

RECTILINEAR PROPAGATION OF LIGHT. 

For an object to be seen, there must be light by which to see 
it Light is an action taking place in the space between the 
object seen and the eye which sees it ; and which must also, 
as a rule, exist independently of the object. For most bodies 
aie seen only by means of the modifications which they produce 
in light; only those which are self-luminous — that is, which 
could be seen if taken into a dark room — are themselves the 
sources of the light by which they are seen. As a rule, a body 
is seen through modifying in various ways light coming from 
an independent source, as, for instance, the sun or a candle ; 
and, by means of the light so modified and then reaching our 
eyes, we are able to form a judgment of the body with regard 
to form, colour, size, and distance. A large part of the study 
of light consists in considering the various ways in which it is 
modified by different bodies, either in passing off from the 
body when it has fallen on its surface, or in passing into it 
if the body is transparent — that is, if it allows light to pass 
through it and come out again as light 

Whatever be the nature of the action which we call light, 
there are certain simple geometrical laws which this action 
obeys, and the study of which will not depend on the physical 
nature of the action. The study of these laws will lead to 
many important results, as, for instance, those which relate to 
optical instruments ; and will explain many optical phenomena, 
such as the chief phenomena of the rainbow. This part of the 
study is called Oeometiical Optics. 

The study of the phenomena which indicate the physical 
nature of light is called Fhysloal Optics. 

In the geometrical study of light the first thing that we 
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2 Light 

must notice is its passage in straight lines. In any homo- 
geneous medium, as in a vacuum or in homogeneous atmo- 
spheric air, the action by which a small body or single point, 
as we may call it, of an object is seen at a given point takes 
place in the stra^ht line joining the body to the point We 
may show this by means of the following expemnent : — 

Take three screens, with small holes pierced in them. 
Adjust the three holes in a straight line by any means, such 
as by getting a stretched thread to pass through the three 
without being constrained by the edges of the middle hole. 
Light may now be seen to pass through the three holes ; but if 
any one of the screens is displaced, the light is cut off. Again, 
if the screens are arranged as diaphragms in the same tube, 
and so adjusted that light passes through the holes, then, how- 
ever the tube be rotated about its axis, light will continue to 
pass through. But obviously, if the light has a given path in 
space between the extreme holes, the middle one can only be 
so arranged as to suit the passage of the light (however the 
tube be rotated) if the path is a straight line. 

[So well recognized is it that light travels in straight lines, 
that the readiest method of getting three such apertures in a 
straight line would be by so arranging them that light from 
any source passes through all three.] 

A ray of light, in geometrical optics, must be taken to 
mean simply a straight line along which light passes ; that 
is, any straight line drawn from die source of light, or from 
any visible point, is a ray. 

A pencil is the light in an assemblage of rays in general 
passing through a single point; that is, it consists geometri- 
cally of all the rays contained in a cone, generally of very 
small angle, having this point as its vertex. An eye sees a 
visible point by means of all the light in a pencil having that 
point as vertex, and which enters the pupil of the eye. A 
pencil may consist, however, of rays coming from or going to 
a point ; that is, it may be either dlvei^ent or convei^ent. 
Or, again, the rays may be parallel to each other ; then the 
pencil is called a parallel pencil. The vertex of the cone, 
or point through which all the rays pass, is called the foona 
of the pencil. But we shall have to consider pencils in which 
there is no single point through which all the rays pass. 

A beam is the light in any assemblage of rays coming not ' 
necessarily from a single point ; as, for instance, the light 
which would come from the whole body of the sun through an 
aperture formed in a screen. 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 



Rectilinear Propagation of Light. 3 

The words ray and pencil, in geometrical reasoning and 
constructions, need not be taken to have any physical ugntfi- 
cance beyond shoving the directioDS of passage of the light 
The straight line joining two apertures, which may be regarded 
as points, in two screens, is the line along which passes the 
light that is received by an eye that looks through the apertures 
simultaneously. This light itself is sometimes spoken of as a 
ray. But according to the definitions here given it would be 
a small beam. 

Suppose a ray of light to be bent out of its course by any 
canse. Then by the deviation of the lay is meant the angle 
between its initial and final directions, both directions being 
reckoned in the sense in which the light travels. So that if, 
for instance, a ray is bent right back on itself, as by reflexion, 
its deviation is 180°, 

Although a ray, as already said, is generaUy taken to be a 
straight line, it will frequently be convenient to speak of the 
path of the light all along its course, even though deviated, as 
a ray. 

Suppose we have a point source of light illuminating a 
surface, say a screen. Now let an opaque object be inter- 
posed between the source and the screen, so as to cut off the 
light from a part only of the screen. The' area from which 
the light is thus cut o^ by the object is called the shadow of 
the object. If we describe a cone, with its vertex at the point 
and its sides all touching the opaque object, this is called a 
shadow-cone^ and gives, by its intersection with any surface, 
the shadow which the object will cast on that surface. In the 
case of a theoretical point source, as here considered, the 
edge of the shadow would be absolutely defined, all points 
within it being completely cut off from illumination by the 
source, and all points outside it being uninfluenced by the 
presence of the shadow-casting object Such a theoretical 
shadow is called a geometrical shadow. As a matter of 
fact, any source of light is of finite extent, so that the edge of 
a'Shadow cannot be so well defined. And further, on account 
of the peculiar nature of light, the illumination on the screen 
must vary continuously, although it may vary very rapidly; 
that is, it is impossible to pass with absolute abruptness from 
points in complete shadow to points where the illumination is 
fuIL At the same time, the effect due to this cause is so small 
that very special means must be taken to show it, and we 
may, as a rule, consider the definition of the edge of the 
shadow as independent of this cause. Although we cannot 

C.oogic 



4 Light. 

have a point source in practice, simple experiments will show 
that the more limited the source of light is, the better defined 
is the shadow. A very small gas flame will give a better 
shadow than a large one, although the large one gives much 
more illumination. The sharp shadows, too, given by an 
arc lamp may be referred to. 

Now let us consider an illuminating source of finite extent, 
such as S, and let a shadow-casting object, O, be placed between 
this and a screen. By drawing the common tangent lines to 




S and O, and producing them to meet the screen, we see that 
they divide the screen into three parts : (i) a region within 
the curve A B, which is illuminated by no part of S, or such 
as that S can be seen from no point of it ; (2) a region outside 
the curve C D which is fuUy illuminated, or with the illumina- 
tion of which O in no way interferes, or such that S is 
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fully visible from any point of it ; (3) a. region between A B 
and CD, any point of which is only partly illuminated, O 
cutting off the illumination that would reach this point from 
a portion of S, or this re^on is such that S is only partly 
visible from any point of it This third region is called a 
penambra. It is clear that the illumination in it will 
increase nniformly as we pass outward from the boundary 
A B to the boundary C D. 

A penumbra may exist without a shadow, as the accom- 
panying figure shows. In this case O is too small to cast a 




complete shadow. The region A B receives illumination from 
S on both sides of 0. The screen could, however, be put 
nearer to O in such a position as to show a shadow. 

Camera Obacnra. — If a small hole is made in the shutter 
of a darkened room, and a screen placed so that light can fall 
on it through ihe hole, the objects outside being well lighted, 
an inverted image of them will be formed on the screen. For 
from each point without, a small pencil of light will pass 
through the aperture and illuminate a very small portion of 
the screen. The assemblage of images so formed of the 
outside points will be an image of the objects. This will not 
be very clear and well defined, because to each point there 
will correspond on the screen a small illuminated area of^. 
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size depending on the size of the aperture ; and these areas 
will overlap each other, and thus prodoce a blurred image. 
The image may be made sharper by diminishing the size of 
the aperture ; but then the amount of illuminatioa on the 
screen is diminished. 

A similar experiment may be made by holding a sheet of 
paper with a pin-hole in it between a lighted candle and a 
screen, when an inverted image of the candle will be produced 
on the screen. 

Law of Inverse Sqnares. — Suppose we have a source 
of light, S, whose dimensions are so small compared with the 
other distances in question that it may be regarded as a 
theoretical point source. Let this illuminate a surface, A B C D, 
so that A BCD receives all the light coming from S in the 
cone S A B C D. Let now A B C D be removed and another 
surface, A' B* C D', be illuminated instead of it. Let this be 
held parallel to the old position of A B C D, and just twice 
as far o£f from S. Let it be of such dimensions as just to 




receive the illumination which fell on A B C D. It is clear 
that its linear dimensions must be double those of A B C D. 
Thus the mean illumination falling on A'B'C'D' per nnit 
area is one-fourth of that which fell on A B C D. C^ again, 
the mean illuminations per unit area at two points, P, F, of 
the two surfaces in the same straight line with S are in the 
ratio of 4 to I. 

This reasoning may be eaaly generalized, and we see that, 
whatever be the distances of S from two surfaces, or two parts 
of the same surface, the illuminations per unit area at ttvo points 
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what th£ surfaces are equally irtelined to their distances from S, 
are inversely proportional to the squares of those distances. 

This law of inverse squares may be verified experi- 
mentally. It is comparatively easy to judge whetbei two 
contiguous portions of the same sur&ce, such aa a screen of 
white, are equally iUuminatcd, when they are illuminated from 
sources of die same quality, that is, giving light of the same 
colour, care being taken that the portion which is to be 
examined, that is illuminated by either source, is entirely 
screened from the other. This may be dbne by placing a 
rod so that the shadows formed of it on the screen by the 
two sources are contiguous ; or by other methods shoidy to be 
described. The portion in the shadow of the rod formed by 
one source is then illuminated only by the other source, and 
we have two adjoining portions of the screen illuminatet^ one 
by one source, and the other by the other. Now let five 
candles of the same sort be taken, and let one be used as one 
source, and four placed close together as the other source. It 
will be found that, to make the illuminations equal, the second 
source must be just twice as far off as the first Thus we 
infer that the illumination on the screen due to a candle at a 
given distance is four times as great as if the candle is at 
twice that distance. The experiment may be varied by using 
different numbers of candles. 

Law of Cosines. — We have hitherto considered how the 
illumination received at a point of a surface depends on its 
distance from the source when its inclination to that distance 
is unaltered. We shall now consider the effect of that 
incUnation. 

Consider a very narrow pencil from a distant point 
source falling on a surface, the pencil being so narrow that its 




rays may be considered parallel. Let the surface at first be 
normal to these, and let s be the infinitesimar portion of the 
area illuminated by the pencil Now turn the surface so that 
it intersects the pencil at the same distance firom the source, 
but so that its normal where the pencil meets it makes an 
angle, it with the rays of the pencil The area which now 
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receives the illuroiDation of the pencil is ■. ; that is, the 

' cos » ' ' 

same amount of illumination is now received by a surface 
equal in area to the original one -^cos i; or, the illumination 
received per unit area is equal to what it was in the former 
case X cos i. Thus we have the law that the illumination per 
unit area received by a surface is proportional to the cosine 
of the angle at which its normal is inclmed to its distance 
from the source of light 

Radiating Sarfaoe. — Consider a surface radiating light, 
and which is equally bright all over, that is, emitting the same 
amount of illumination per unit area of surface at all points, 
such as a red-hot ball of metal ; or, roughly speaking, the sun 
would be an example. Experiment shows that to a distant 
eye all parts of this surface appear equally bright This means 
that two portions of the surface subtending equal solid angles, or 
having the same apparent size at the eye, send equal amounts 
of illuminarion to it, no matter what their inclinations may be. 

Now consider two small portions of the radiating surface 
at A and C sending illumination to a distant eye along A B 
and CD, Let the normal at s be along AB, and that at 
/ inclined at an angle / to C D. Let s and ^ be of such 
sizes as to appear equally large to the eye. Then (as stated 
above) experiment shows that i and / send equal amounts of 




illumination to the eye. But the apparent size of / is the 
orthogonal section of the cone C D at C, that is, i cos i. Thus 
/ emits in the direction C D the same amount of illumination 
as would be emitted normally by a portion of area / cos u 
And it follows that the illumination emitted in any direction 
by a given element of illuminating surface is proportional to the 
cosine of the angle that the nertMi to that element makes with 
that direction. 

U.g.VK.yC06glc 



Rectilinear Propagation of Light. 9 

Solid Angle. — It will be well to explain here fiilly what 
is meant by a solid angle. Suppose we have a sphere of 
radius unity. The soUd angle which any portion of its area 
subtends at the centre is measured by the number of units of 
area in that portion. This is also called the solid angle of the 
cone which has its vertex at the centre and uhose sides pass 
through the contour of the given portion of surface. Now 
imagine another sphere con- 
centric with the first, and of 
radius r. Consider the por- 
tion of its surface cut out by 
the same cone. This sub- 
tends the same solid angle at 
the centre as the portion con- 
sidered of the first sphere. 
And the portion of its area 
subtending this angle is r* x 
the corresponding portion of * "^ *" 

the other sphere. The solid angle may be measured by area 
ofsphere-^r'. 

Any element of area s subtends at a given point 0, distant 
r from s — r being normal to J — a solid angle whose measure is 

-j. If the normal to s makes an angle, i, with r, to find the 
solid angle subtended by s at O, we must consider what area 
at the same distance r from O, and normal to r, would sub- 
tend the same solid angle at 0. This is the orthogonal 




nz: 



section at s of the elementary cone, having O as vertex and 
s for an oblique section. And the area of tiiis orthogonal 
section is j cos >. Thus, generally, the solid angle subtended 
at O by s, at a distance r from O, and having its nomial 

inclined at an angle * to r, is — -^ — . 

From the above two laws, namely, the law of inverse squares 
and the cosine law, it follows that the amount of illumination 
received at a point from any portion of a uniformly bright 
surface depends simply on the solid angle subtended by that 
portion at the point. For suppose an element of area s, at 
distance r fiom a given point, and having its normal inclined 

C.oogic 



lo Light. 

at an angle / to r. The illumination which i sends to the 
point ia proportional to — -j — ; but this is the solid angle 
subtended by s at the point 

PaOTOMETRy. 

It is a matter of considerable practical importance to be 
able to measure the amount of illumination emitted by a given 
source or to compare it with that emitted by a standard 
illuminator. The standard illuminator in general use is a 
sperm candle bumii^ at the rate of lao grains per hour. 
Other more convenient sources may be used, as, for instance, 
a gas flame with an aperture of delinite size through which 
its light is emitted. Illuminators, it should be noticed, too, 
are not, as a rule, equally bi^ht all round ; it may be necessary 
to compare the light emitted by them in various directions 
with the standard light. 

By the Hlmnlnating power or Intensity of a source 
of light, we mean the ratio of the light emitted by it to that 
emitted by the standard source ; or the ratio of the illumina- 
tions thrown by the two sources normally on surfaces of equal 
extent and at equal distances from the sources. 

By the intzinBio Imulnosity of a surface, we mean the 
quantity of light, as compared with that emitted by a standard 
source, emitted per unit area of the surface normally, or 
emitted per unit of apparent area of the surface in any direc- 
tion, since, as we have seen, the surface appears equally bright 
when viewed at any inclination. 

To compare the intensities of two sources, the plan always 
adopted is to cause the sources to illuminate two surfaces, so 
arranged that they can readily be compared with each other, 
and to adjust the distances of the sources from the surfaces 
till the surfaces are equally illuminated, or appear equally 
bright — care being taken that each surface receives no other 
illumination than that coming from one of the sources. The 
distances d, ^ of the surfaces from the sources are then 
measured ; and if I, I' are the intensities of the sources, since 
the surfaces are equally illuminated, or there is the same 
amount of illumination per unit area at each of them, we 
have — 
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Thus the illuminating powers are in the direct ratio of the 
squares of the distances. This operation is called photometry, 
and any apparatus by which it is carried out is a photometer. 
Various photometers have been employed for comparing 
intensities. 

Bnmford's, or Shadow Photometer.— The two lights 
to be compared are placed before a screen, say of white paper, 
and a rod is placed between them and the screen so as to cast 
two shadows on the screea The lights and rod are adjusted 
so as to make the shadows contiguous and equally dark. The 
lights and the rod should be nearly in the same normal to the 
screen, so that the portions of sur&ce examined should be 
illuminated normally. Now, the surface in the shadow formed 
by each light is illuminated only by the other; so that the 
illuminations produced by the two lights on the part of the 
screen examined are equal. If, then, the distances of the lights 
from the common boundary of the shadows where the illumi- 
nations appear equal are measured, the squares of these 
distances are in the ratio of the intensities. 

Boiler's Photometer. — The illuminated screen is made 
of ground glass, tissue paper, or some substance which will 
show the illumination behind. A blackened screen or 
diaphragm is placed normally to this, dividing it into two 
portions. The two lights are then adjusted close to the 
blackened diaphragm, so as to illuminate the two portions 
of the screen into which it is divided by the edge of the 
diaphragm, equally at their common boundary. By measuring 
the distances of the lights from this boundary, we can compare 
the intensities as before. 

Bonsen's ^otometer. — Bunsen adopted the plan of 
using a screen in which one portion, in the centre, is made 
more translucent than the rest by means of a spot of grease. 
The l^hts are placed on the two sides of the screen. Then, 
if the two sides are unequally illuminated, the grease spot 
will appear darker than the rest on the more illuminated side, 
and brighter on the other side. By arranging the lights so as 
to produce similar appearances on the two sides, we know 
that we have produced equal illuminations. 

In Letheby's modification there are two minors, M, M', on 
the two sides of the screen S, so that the two sides may be 
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seen at the same time by the two eyes. The lights are at 1, 1' ; 
and the screen with its mirrors can be moved to and &o along 
a divided scale between them. 



Of these photometers the last described gives the best 
results for purposes of accuracy. Rumford's is a very con- 
venient arrangement for forming a rough estimate of the 
comparative values of two lights, as the presence of other 
lights, or of stray light in the room, produces little effect. 

In comparing the values of different lights, the question 
of quality is of great importance, that is, the colours of the 
lights, one light having more of blue, while another has more 
of red in it Two observers may form very different estimates 
of the comparative values of two lights, simply because of the 
different ways in which their eyes are affected by them, some 
eyes being more sensitive to red light and others to blue. 
Thus the light from an arc lamp is much bluer than that ^m 
a gas flame; and so an observer having eyes very sensitive 
to blue light may give a higher value of the intensity of the 
arc lamp, when compared with a gas flame, than another 
would To get over this difficulty, the following plan is 
frequently adopted : Two sets of observations are taken, 
letting the light from the two sources pass in the two cases 
through red glass and through green glass ; and the mean of 
the results so obtained is taken. 
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circular disc I foot in 


diameter is 


placed 


distaJice from a 


creen and 


parallel to 


t; an opaq 


ue disc 



penumbra. 

2. A luminous circular disc lo cms. in diameter is placed at loo cms. 
distance from a screen, and parallel to it : find the least distance from the 
disc at which an opaque square 5 cms. in the side must be placed, parallel 
to it and the screen, so that there shall be no complete shadow. 

3. A uniformly bright surface is looked at through an aperture held 
close to the eye, and so narrow that the border of the surface is never seen : 
explain why the amount of light received by the eye is independent of the 
distance of the surface. 

4. In using Letheby's photometer to measure the candle-power of a 
lamp, the standard light of 2 candle-powei is set at a point which is foand 
to Iw z'7 cms. on the n<^iive side of the lero of the scale ; and the lamp 
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is set at Che reading 130 cms. ; the screen receites equal illuminations 
when it is at 25 '5 cms. : find the candle-power of the lamp. 

5. Of two small, equally bright surfaces, one is a square and the other 
a cirde whose radius is equal to the side of the square ; they are set at 
distances in the ratio l : 2 from a point at which they are to produce equal 
illuminations: if the circle is at right angles to the lijie joimng it with 
the point, find bow the sqtuue must be placed. 



CHAPTER II. 

REFLEXION. MIRRORS. 

A BEAM of light falling on a polished surface undergoes 
reflexion ; that is, after striking the surface, it passes avay from 
it in a definite direction, depending on its direction befoie 
meeting the surface. The polished reflecting surface is 
generally spoken of in optics as a mirror. 

The manner in which the direction of light falling on a 
polished surface is modified is specified in the laws of 
reflexion, which we shall shortly state. These laws refer to 
a single ray of light falling on the mirror, and reflected off as 
a ray. They may be taken as experimental^ proved for a 
very limi ted beam or pencil which approximates to a straight 
line. And, with regard to their application, for any finite 
pencil, by tracing the positions of the various reflected rays, 
we can determine the whole reflected pencil Before stating the 
laws, it will be useful to explain the meanings of some terms. 

The light falling on a reflecting surface is called incident 
light ; and any ray of this light is called an incident ray. 
Any ray of the reflected tight is called a reflected ray. 

Suppose the normal to the mirror at the point where the 
incident strikes it and where the reflected ray leaves it to be 
drawn ; then the plane containing the normal and the incident 
ray is called the plane of incidence, and the plane con- 
taining the normal and the reflected ray is called the plane 
of reflexion. 

The angle between the incident ray and the normal is 
called the angle of incidence; the angle between the 
normal and the reflected ray is called the angle of reflexion. 

The LawB of Reflexion are these — 

I. The incident ray, the normal ray, and the reflected ray 
are in one plane. 

IL The incident and the r^ected rays make equal angles 
with the normal. 
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These lavs may be appioximatel; verified as follows : A 
circle is divided into degrees. Two tubes are set on it, each 
having a diaphragm with a stnall apenure at each end, and 
with the hne of the apertares 
pointing to the centre of the 
circle and parallel to its plane, 
the tube being capable of 
rotating about an axis through 
the centre of the circle and at 
L right angles to it. The lines 
I of apertures of the two tubes 
I move in the same plane pa- 
rallel to the circle. A small 
mirror ia set on the circle, at 
its centre, at right angles to 
the line j'oiniiig the divisions 
o° and 180°. Now, if light is 
albwed to fall through one 
tube on the mirror, the other 
tube may be set to receive the reflected %ht, — which proves 
the first law ; and when it is so set it will always be found to 
make the same angle with the line o°-i8o°, which is normal 
to the mirror, as the first, — which is the second law. 

This, as has been said, is only an approximate method of 
verifying the laws, since the experiments described do not 
admit of very great accuracy. What must be taken as the 
most rigorous proof is the consistency of the results got by 
assuming the laws as the basis of observations susceptible of 
a high degree of accuracy. Similar remarks apply to a great 
many, if not to most, physical laws ; the best proof of the laws 
being the uniform consistency of the results got by assuming 
their truth, the experiments adapted for proving them directly 
not being capable of great accuracy. 

As wc have sud, the light by which we see an ordinary 
unpolished surface is light which has first fallen on it and 
then passes off again. This light is sometimes called diffused, 
or irregularly r^ected. It is generally only a much smaller 
portion of the light that falls on the surface than regularly 
reflected light is. It does not follow the laws of reflexion, but 
passes off from the surface in all directions. There is no 
perfect reflector. Any surface will diffuse some of the light 
that £ills on it It is tlie diffused light only that renders die 
body visible ; regularly reflected light only showing images of 
other objects, 
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Image of Point formed by Plane Mirror.— Let A be 
a Inminoos or visible point Let us consider how it would be 
seen by means of light reflected from a plane mirror. Take 
any ray from A to the mirror, and suppose this to lie in the 
plane of the paper : let it be A P. Let the normal from A to 
the mirror be also in the plane of the paper. Let X Y denote 
the intersection of the paper with the mirror, which is thus at 




right angles to the paper. The plane of the paper, being the 
plane of incidence, wUl also be the plane of reflexion. Let 
P Q be the reflected ray from the point P. A pencil of rays 
such as PQ, RS, will proceed from the mirror, and would be 
received by an eye if directed along Q P. 

Now draw A M perpendicular to the mirror, and produce it 
toB.makingMBequalto AM. JoinBP. Then in the triangles 
AMP,BMP,theangleBPM = thcangle APM.and .-. = the 
angle Q P Y. And Q P is in the same plane with B P and X Y ; 
.*. B P Q is a straight line. Thus the ray P Q, and similarly all 
the reflected rays, would, if produced backwards, pass through 
the point R To an eye directed along Q P, therefore, Ae 
reflected pencil of light which enters it produces the same 
appearance as a visible point similar to A placed at B, the 
mirror being removed. 

Images. — ^The point B is called the image of A. It should 
be noticed that the reflected light is just the same as if it bad 
really come from B. The same action is goiag on.in the 
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peacil P Q as if A and the mirror were removed and a visible 
point were placed at B to emit this pencil An object from 
whose various points pencils proceed will form an image con- 
sisting of the assemblage of images of its various points. J- 
the pencils of light proceeding from the various points of aj 
object undergo change of direction, so that they then proceed, 
or appear to proceed, from another assemblage of points, this 
new assemblage of points is called the image of the object. 
If the deviated rays actually pass through the points of the 
image, the image is said to be reaL If the deviated rays only 
appear to pass through the points of the image, the image is 
said to be virtaaL Thus the image of a point formed by 
reflexion in a plane mirror is virtual. 

Image of Object formed by Plane Mirror. — This may 
be found by constructing the images of the various points of 
the object. It is such that the straight line joining any point 
of the object with the corresponding point of the image is 
bisected at right angles by the reflecting surface. The diagram 




shows how the pencils of light from the various points of an 
object reach an eye dtuated at E, after reflexion at the mirror 
X Y, in the same manner as if they had come from the image 
of the object 

Lateral ZnTersion. — The points of the image have not m 
all respects the same relative positions as the points of the 
object. If, for example, the image formed in a plane minor 
of a printed page be observed, then all the letters and words 
will be inverted, so that, the top and bottom keeping their 
places, the right-hand side of each letter becomes the left, and 
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vi^, versA, and the words and lines will run from right to left 
instEsid of from left to right. If the image of the face be 
observed, the image of the right side is the left side of the 
j^iage. This inversion which is produced ia the image is 
^led lakrtd inversion. 

Reflexion of Convergent Pencils by a Plane 
Mirror. — Suppose F is the focus of the converging pencils, 
so that all the rays are, before reaching the mirror, proceeding 




to the point P behind the mirror. Draw P N perpendicular to 
the surface, and take Q on the other side, so that Q N is equal 
to N P. Then we may show, just as for a diverging pencil, 
that all the rays after reflexion pass through Q. TTios Q is 
the focus of the reflected pencd ; or Q is the im^e of P 
formed by the mirror. An eye in front of the mirror will see 
a real image at Q, 

If a real image of an object ia produced by any means, and 
a plane mirror is placed in the way of the pencils, so that the 
image cannot be formed where it would have been, a real 
image will be formed by the reflected rays. And this image 
is constructed from the other, in the same way as a virtual 
image in a plane minor from the object, by drawing per- 
pendiculars and producing them. 

Keflexion at Several Plane SorfaoeB.— Pencils of light 
from a visible object may undergo reflexions at more surfaces 
than one before reaching the eye. To consider, first, the case 
of two reflexions ; it must be remembered that the light, after 
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the first reflexion, is proceeding id just the same way as if it 
had come from an object coinciding with the image formed 
by the first mirror. To find the result of the second reflexion, 
therefore, we have merely to consider this image as an object, 

and so construct the image of it in the second mirror. This, 
again, may give rise to another image in the first mirror, or 
perhaf)s in a third mirror ; and so on. 

Suppose we have two mirrors only. For an object to be 
able to give an image in either mirror, it must be in front of 
the mirror, that is, so that perpendiculars drawn from it to the 
plane of the mirror meet it on the reflecting side. The same, 
too, is true for any one of the images. If there is formed in 
one mirror an image which is behind the other mirror, this 
image can give rise in the latter mirror to no new image. 
Rays of light proceeding from it (or, as if they came from it) 
could not strike the latter mirror. 

Two mirrors at right angles. — Call the mirrors M„ M,. 




Let be the object This will give rise to images Ii, I, in 
the two mirrors. I, will give in M, an image which may be 
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called 111. This would be seen by an eye so situated that 
Mg lies between it and all points of 1,^ Again, I, will give in 
Ml an image which we may call In, but which will coincide 
exactly with I^i so that they may be called one image, Ii, ; 
tluLt is to say, an image formed by reflexion first in M, and 
then in M, would be seen by an eye so situated that M, comes 
between it and all points of the image In or I,^ An eye may 
be so situated that the image of O formed by two reflexions is 
partly In and partly In- The intersecting edge of the mirrors 
would be seen to cross this image, and a part of it would be 
seen in each ; but if the minors are properly adjusted^ these 
two parts would fit exactly, wherever O may be. In this case 
three images are formed A pencil of light by which I„ is 
seen is shown in the diagram. 

Two mirrors inclined at 60°. — The diagram shows the 
images that are formed The image marked In, may be 

formed by reflexions in the mirrors either in the order M„ 




M„ Ma, or in the order Mj, M„ M^, according to the position 
of the eye. In this case five images are formed. 

Gooi^lc 
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It may be seen that, in general, the two cases considered 
b«ng particular examples, if two mirrors are inclined at an 
angle which is the nth part of four right angles, n being an 
integer, there will be n— i images. 

It should be noticed, as the above diagram indicates, that 
the object and its images are arranged on the circumference 
of a circle with its centre at the intersection of the mirrors. 
The symmetry of the arrangement of the object and the 
nnages in pairs should also be noticed. 

The Kaleidoscope. — This optical toy was invented by 
Sir David Brewster. It consists of three, or sometimes of two, 
equal strips of silvered glass, arranged at angles of 60°, and 
having their reflecting sides turned towards each other, and 
contained in a tube. At one end of the tube is a pair of 
transparent glass plates set across the axis of the tube, and 
containmg pieces of coloured glass or other small objects. 
On looting through the other end of the tube, there is seen a 
symmetrical arrangement of similar patterns, consisting of the 
figure seen through the triangular aperture and its various 
reHexioDs. As the pieces m the end are moved abont by 
turning the tube, these patterns continually change. The 
kaleidoscope is employed by designers. 

In all the cases we have considered, the number of images 
formed is finite. The number may, however, be, theoretically, 
infinite, although the brightness of the images gradually 
becomes less and less. 

Two parallel mirrors. — In this case there is an infinite 
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succesuon of images arranged, with the object, along a straight 
line perpendicular to the minors, as the diagram shows. 

A pretty experiment may be performed with two minors 
and a lighted candle. Place the candle between the mirrors, 
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and hold these inclined at a small angle A series of images 
of the candle will be seen arranged in a circle in pairs equally 
distant all the way, or with equal distances between each two 
successive images if the candle is equidistant from the miiror^ 
As the mirrors are brought nearer and nearer to parallelism, 
the circle enlarges, and more images appear ; and when the 
mirrors are parallel, the circle becomes the straight line of the 
last case. 

MeaBOrement of Angolar Deflexion by Reflected 
Light. — Poggendorff'B Method.— To measure the angle 
tiirough which a body is rotated about the vertical, a vertical 
mirror is attached to it. Let a horizontal ray of light fall on 
this mirror. Suppose it to make an angle, s with the normal 
Then the reflected ray will make an angle, aa, with the incident 
ray. If, now, the mirror is rotated through an angle, )8, the 
reflected ray will make an angle, 2a ± 2/3, with the incident 
ray J that is, it will be deflected through an angle, 2^, Thus 
if we measure the deflexion of the reflected light, that of the 
body to which the mirror is attached is half as much. 

The deflexion of the reflected light may be measured in the 
following manner. The figure shows a plan of the arrange- 




ment. A graduated scale, A B, is placed on about the same 
level as the minor M, and parallel to it in its undeflected 
position. Let d be the distance between them. AB is,wewed, 
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byrejlexion in M by means of a telescope, T, placed just under 
A R When M is undetected, the reading of the scale at O, 
just above the telescope, should be seen at a marked position 
in the telescope, generally to coincide with a vertical wire 
fixed in the telescope. C O is perpendicular to A B. When 
the mirror is deflected through an angle, 6, suppose the reading 
at P is seen in the telescope in the marked position. Then we 

have tan 2^ = ~. 

d 

Spherical Mirrors. 

A spherical mirror is a portion, generally very small, of a 
reflecting spherical surface. If the reflecting surface is on the 
concave side, towards the centre of the sphere, the mirror is 
called coneave ; if on the convex side, away fh>m the centre 
of the spher^ the mirror is called convex. The centre of the 
sphere of which the mirror is a portion is called the centre, or 
centre of curvature, of the mirror. If the mirror has a 
circular boundary. Its middle point is called its pole. And the 
straight line joining the centre to the pole is called the 
principal azlB. 

We shall investigate the relative positions of a small object 
and its image formed tn a spherical mirror. The result is 
dbnvcniently expressed in a formula. For the purposes of 
proving and applying this formula, it is necessary to have a 
convention with r^ard to the algebraical signs of the distances 
— which will all be measured from the pole of the mirror, and 
along its axis — occurring in the formula. The convention is 
that all distances measured iaa-anii the direction Jrom which 
hght is coming, or measured in the direction opposite to the 
incident light, are Kckoned fiositise, and those measured in the 
opposite direction are reckoned negative. Thus with regard to 
the sign of the radius of the mirror : for the concave minor, 
the light, striking the concave side, is travelling in the direction 
from the centre to the pole, so that the radius, measured from 
the pole to the centre, is positive ; for the convex minor rfie 
radius is seen, in a similar way to be negative. 

Consider the formation of an image of a single visible point 
in a concave mirror. We shall suppose the point to be 
situated on what we have called the principal axis of the 
mirror; but is it clear that, wherever the point may be, if the 
straight line joining it to the centre meets the mirror, an image 
of it will be formed in the same manner with reference to this 
straight line, 
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Let the figure represent the section of the mirTc» by the 
plane of the paper, C being the centre, and A the pole. Let F 
be a visible point on the axis. Draw P R, a ray iiom P to the 
mirror. To find the position of the reflected ray from R, first 
it must lie in the plane with P R and C R, which is normal to 
the mirror at R; that is, it must Ue in the plane of the paper, or 



must intersect the principal axis (thus we see that all the 
reflected ra^s must meet the radius through F) ; next it must 
male the angle ? R C equal to the angle P R C Now, all the 
rays from P do not, after reflexion, pass through the same point 
on the axis. But there is an ultimate limiting position of the 
point through which rays will pass if they arc taken indefinitely 
close to the axis. This is the point at which a true image of 
P will appear to an eye looking along P C A, or looking just a 
little to the side, so that P is not in the way of the image ; this 
image being formed by rays meeting the mirror indefinitely 
near to A, An eye would receive light which comes from P 
by reflexion at any other part of the mirror, but nowhere else 
would a true and distinct image be seea This case differs 
from that of the plane minor. A true image is seen by 
reflexion at any part of a plane mirror, and always in the same 
position. Notice that here a tnu image has been spoken of; 
this must be distinguished firom a real image. A true image 
may be real or virtual. 

Let Q be the ultimate limiting position of q, as the rays 
from P which, after reflexion, pass through g become inde- 
finitely close to the principal axis. Let the radius of the 
mirror = r. Let the distance of object from pole = u; and 
distance of image from pole = v. So that » and v in ob^^. 
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figure are both posidre as well as r. We wish to fiD(i the 
relation between w, w, and r. From the figure we have, since 
RC bisects the angle PRj' — 

RPCP 
R? ~ qC 
In the limit, when R becomes indefinitely near to A, so that 
q coincides with Q, this relation becomes — 



rifi + w) = aiw. 
This may, again, be written, on dividing by ruv — 

i + i-i 

u V r 
This relation is quite general for spherical mirrors, concave 
OF convex ; and for all positions of object and image, provided 
due regard is had to the signs of u, v, r. We have ts^en here 
the simplest, and what is called the typical, case, in which all 
three quantities are poutive. But if any other case is examined, 
the same formula wUl be found to bold. Let us, for example, 
examine the case of the formation of an image in a convex 



mirror. Let the visible point P (Fig. i8) on the principal axis 
send out rays, of which one, P R, after reflexion, appears to have 
come from Ae point q on the axis. The hmiting position of ?, 



when P S. is indefinitely close to the axis, is a point, Q, the 
image of P. In the figure, C R bisects the exterior angle of the 
triangle P R ^, got by producing PR, So that we have — 
RP CP 

In the limit this becomes — 

AP CP 
QA " CQ' 
This is a geometrical relation existing among the lengths of 
the lines, alt four of whicli lengths are, here, to be taken as 
positive. 

Let us now pass to die algebnucal relation, and introduce 
the symbols r, u, v, 

AP = u,u being positive — 

QA = z/ in absolute magnitude; butv is here negative, so 
we must write — 

QA = - ». 

CP=CA+ AP = -r+u. 
CQ = CA - QA = - r + ». 
Thus our relation becomes — 

" ^ - r+u 
— v" —r + V 

Changing the signs of both denominators, this gives, as 
before— 



In this formula r may be positive or negative, accordit^ 
a^ the mirror is concave or convex ; v may have either sign, 
its value depending on r and u. But ti would, for such cases 
as we have considered, always be positive fixim the nature of 
the case ; that is, whenever it denotes the distance irom the 
mirror to a visible point 

There are, however, cases in which « may be nt^ative ; 
and for these the formula holds too. Such a case is this ; 
Suppose we have a convergent pencil of light, such, for 
instance, as would be produced by a concave mirror in the 
way we have examined. Now let a mirror be placed so as 
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to receive this pencil normally before it converges to a point, 
and reflect it so that it either converges to a point in front of 
the mirror after reflexion, or appears to diverge from a point 
behind the mirror. Then the point to which the pencil was 
converging takes the place of the object, and may in this case 
be called a virtual object The other point to which the 
pencil converges after reflexion, or from which it appears to 
diverge, is the image of this objecL The distance u, measured 
from the mirror to a point behind it, is negative; 

The points P and Q are called cortjagate fool In the 
formula, u and v are interchangeable; they occm in the same 
way. If » and v have certain values satisfying the fonnula, 
then, if we give to « the value of v, v takes the value of w, 
Therefore if in any case an object at P gives an image at Q, 
an object at Q would give an image at P. 

Principal Focus. — Focal Length. — There is one point 
on the principal axis of a mirror of great importance. Suppose 
that P goes off to an infinite distance ; or, what is the same 
thing, suppose a parallel pencil of light, indefinitely small and 
indefinitely close to the axis, to strike the mirror. Through 
what point do the rays pass, or appear to pass, after reflexion ? 

The formula shows this. Making u = m , we get v = -, 
That is, the point is, for either mirror, midway between the 
pole and the centre. This point is called the principal 
focus of the mirror. We shall, in general, denote it by the 
letter F. The distance of F from the pole is called the fooal 

length of the mirror. In both cases it is -. 

For a concave mirror, the principal focus is the point 
through which the reflected rays ftxjm a parallel axial pencil 
actually pass ; or it is the real image of the point at infinity on 
the principal axis. It is called a real principal fooos. The 
focal length \% positive. 

For a convex mirror, the principal focus is the point 
through which the reflected rays from a parallel axial pencil 
appear to pass; or it is the virtual image of the point at infinity 
on the principal axis. It is called a virtual principal focuB. 
Thz focal length is negative. 

If in the formula we make « = -, we get if = ou . From 
this, or fix)m what has been said about the interchangeability 
of P and Q, it b seen that the principal focus has also this 
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property. An axial indefinitely narrow pencil diverging from 

F for a concave mirror, or converging to F for a convex 

mitror, will, after reflexion, be a parallel pencil along the axis. 

Let us denote the foc^ length of a mirror by / so that 

y = -: then the formula may be written — 

To examine the various ways in which a concave or a 
convex mirror may act on an axial pencil, let us write the 
formula — 

1 _ 1 I 
V~/ it 
The figures show the action in the various cases. 
1. For a concave minor — 
(i) u positive; v may be positive. 




(2) u positive ; v may be negative ; v is then numerically 
greater than u. 



(3) H negative ; v must be positive (Fig. 21). 

In any case, it is seen that the pencil is more convergent 
(or less divergent) after reflexion. Thus the mirror is called a 
converging mirror. 

2. For a convex mirror — 

(1) « positive ; v must be negative (Fig. 22). 
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(a) a negative ; v may be positive ; v is then numerically 
greater than u fFig, 23). 

(3) u negative ; v may be negative (Fig. 24). 




In any case, it is seen that the pencil is more divergent (or 
convei^ent) after reHexioa Thus the minor is called a 
mirror. 



We shall now consider the variatioDs in portion of the 
image as the position of the object is changed. We shall 
make use of the fonnuta — 

1. Comave mirror — 

Whenw = 03 ,v =/; i,e. object at infinity gives image at F. 

As u decreases in value from w to/, - increases from o to 

y ; .". - decreases from p to o ; .: v increases from / to 00 ; 

i.e. as the object comes in from infinity to F, the image goes 
out from F to infinity. 

When u = r,v s r; i.e. object and image meet and co- 
incide at the centre. 

As u decreases from / to o, v, which is now negative, 
increases algebraically from — «> to o; i*. as the object moves 
in from F to the minor, the image, which is virtual, comes from 
an infinite distance behind to the mirror. 

It should be noticed that the object gives a real or a virtual 
image according as it is beyond or within the principal focus. 

2. Convex mirror — 

When u =<xi,v =/; i.t. object at infinity gives image at F. 

As u decreases from 00 to o, » is always negative, and 
increases algebraically from /to o; i.e. as the object comes in 
fix>m infinity to the mirror, the image moves up from behind 
from the principal focus to the mirror. 

It should be noticed that the image is always virtual 

We have only considered the cases in which the object is 
a real visible point ; and the general conclusions drawn refer 
only to such cases. For instance, with a pencil of light con- 
verging to a point between the principal focus and pole of a con- 
vex mirror, the image formed would be real Such cases as this 
may be considered just as the others by the help of the formula. 

Image of Small Object— Let AB be an object of 
dimensions inddinitely small compared with the radius of the 
mirror and the distance of the object from the mirror. The 
imE^e of A B is the assemblage of the images of its various 
points. Every point of A B is at nearly the same distance 
from the mirror. This will be very approximately true indeed 
(or true to small quantities of the second order) if the small 
object is all in a plane perpendicular to the principal axis. 
u having the same value for all points, it follows that v will 
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have the same value, and the image is a small image at a b. 
When A B is all in a plane perpendicular to O C, « i is similar 




to it, being in another plane perpendicular to O C, and every 
straight line joining corresponding points passing through C 

Qraphlc ConBtraction cf Images. — We shall now 
consider a convenient method of constructing graphically the 
image, formed in a mirror, of a small object. These construc- 
tions will depend on the following principle : A small pencil 
near the axis gives by refiexion a pencil with a definite focus. 
This focus we can find if we can construct geometrically any 
two different rays of the pencil. For the focus is the point of 
intersection of all the rays. Now, we shall see that there are 
three rays of the incident pencil which, after reflexion, we can 
follow up and draw. These are the following : — 

(i) The ray which passes through the centre : this strikes 
the surface normally, and is reflected through the centre. 

(2) The ray which comes in parallel to the axis : this is 
reflected through the principal focus. 

(3) The ray which comes in through the principal focus : 
this is reflected parallel to the axis. 

Of course, when the mirror is convex, and the centre and 
principal focus are behind it, we must consider rays whose 
directions are through these points. 

We shall now consider the three different general cases 
that may occur of the formation of an image of a small object 
in a spherical miiror, giving the graphic construction for each 
case, the object being real 

All the rays drawn in these constructions are supposed to 
be indefinitely close to the axis. Therefore, to represent them 
in a figure of finite dimensions, we must suppose this figure 
to be very greatly spread out in the direction at right angles 
to the axis, but not in the direction of the axis. The trace of 
the mirror on the plane of the paper will thus be a straight line 
at right angles to the axis. 

L)in;« ...Google 
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L Concave Mirror : Object beyond prind^ focus. — TakeAB, 
a small object, in a plane perpendicular to the axis, with the 
point A on the axis. The rays B R, B S, B T, from the point 
B of the object, are respectively through the centre, parallel to 
the axis, and through the focus ; and they are reflected through 




the centre, through the focus, and parallel to the axis. They 
give by their intersection the point b, the image of B. b is 
seen by means of a pencil diverging from it, of which there 
are three rays, these rays being indicated by arrow-heads. 
The position and magnitude of the whole image ab will be 
found by drawing b a perpendicular to the axis. 

A B and the corresponding image may be drawn in other 
positions ; for instance, if A B comes between the mirror and 
C, ab will be beyond C. But as long as A B is beyond F, the 
general characteristics o{ab rentain the same. 

The image is real and inverted. 

11. Cotuave Mirror: Object between mirror and prineipal 
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focus. — The same three rays as before, and indicated by the 
same letters, are here drawn. The pencil they give has here a 
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virtual focus, b. The entire image n^ is constructed as before. 
Notice that the action on the right-hand side of the points 
R, S, T is ph]rsically the same, and produces the same effect 
on the eye, as if it came fiom a real visible point b. 

The image is virtual and erut. 

III. Convex Mirror. — ^The construction follows the same 
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lines as before. However AB is moved about in front of the 
mirror, the image will have the same general characteristics. 

The image is virtual and erect. 

In any case the image is necessarily erect if it and the 
object are on the same side of C, and inverted if they are on 
opposite sides ; for the rays joining corresponding points of 
object and ima^e meet in C. 

The image is real if on the same side of the mirror as the 
object, for ±en the rays really pass through the image ; it is . 
virtual if on the oppoate side. 

By referring to all the cases, it will be seen that the image 
is real when inverted, virtual when erect. 

Magnlficatdonu—When an image of a small object is 
formed in a mirror, the ratio of any linear dimension of the 
image to the corresponding dimension of the object — both 
being measured at right aisles to the axis on which object and 
image are situated — is called the mE^nlflcatlon produced by 
the mirror. 

In all the three figures that have just been given, the 

magnification will be the fraction — . Important expressions 
for the magnification may be deduced by reference to these 

UsnjK.iGoO'^lc 
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figures. What follows is applicable to say of these figures, 
and all three of the figures should be referred to at each step 
of the work. Let us denote the magnification by m. We 



From the dmilar triangles abc, ABC, we get — 
fli _ Co . 
""^ AB" CA' 
. _ distance of image from centre , . 

distance of object &om centre ' 

This expression, which in symbols is r^t is sdso equal 
to - (see p 25) ; so that we have — 

_ distance of image from mirror , , 

distance of object from minor* 
Approximately, S is a straight line at right angles to O C, 
and equal to AR Thus ttom. the similar triangles n^F, 
OSF, we get— 

_ o^ _ o^ _ aF ^ 
*" ~AB~ 0S~0F' 
■ _ distance of image from principal focus ,, 
focal length ' "' 

Approximately, OT is a straight line at right angles to 
O C, and equal to ab. Thus from the similar triangles OTF, 
ABF, we get— 

_ ^ - OT _ OF . 
" " AB " AB~ At' 



focal length 

dittance of object from principal focus 



(4) 



The numerical values, merely, of the quantities expressed 
in these fractions for m are to be understood. Thus for a 
convex nurror O F is not the focal length, but is — focal 
length. 

These four values of m may be expressed in symbols as 
follows : The magnitudes whose ratios we shall write down are 
all so taken that they are positive in the first figure ; but their 
numerical magnitudes will give the magnification in any case. 



34 Ught. 

~ r-v~v 7 ~u-/' 

Of the expressions given, peiiiaps number 4, which involves 
the position of the object and not that of the image, is the 
most important. 

Some ^neral inferences ma^ be drawn with regard to the 
magnification produced in the various cases: If the magnifica- 
tioQ is greater than i, so that the image, measured as specified, 
is greater than the object, the image is said to be tna^ified ; 
if the magnification is less than i, the image is said to be 
diminished. 

Concave Mirror. — When the object is beyond the centre, it 
is at a distance from F greater than /, so that from the 
value (4) of m the image is diminished ; when the object is at 
C, the image is equal to it ; when the object is between the 
mirror and the centre, the image is magnified. 

Convex Mirror. — The object is always at a greater distance 
from F thany; so that from the value (4) of m the image is 
always diminished. 

We shall now enumerate, for reference, the characteristics 
of the images formed by either minor, and for all positions of 
the object, with regard to the following four particulars ; — 

fi^ Position; 

(2) Whether real or virtual ; 

(3I Whether erect or inverted ; 

(4) Size. 

Concave Mirror. — Object beyond C ; image between F and C, 
real, inverted, diminished. 

Object at C ; image at C, real, inverted, equal to object 

Object between F and C ; im^e beyond C, real, inverted, 
magnified. 

Object between and F; image behind muror, virtual, 
erect, magnified. 

Convex Mirror. — Object in front of mirror; image behind 
mirror, between F and O, virtual, erect, duninished. 

Spherical Aberration.— The rays of light in a broad 
pencil will not, after reflexioD, give a pencil with a definite 
focus. An indefinitely narrow axial pencil gives, as we have 
seen, after reflexion, a pencil with a definite focus. But as 
rays aie taken more and more inclined to the axis, they will, 
after reflexion, meet the axis farther and farther away from 
this focus. The figure shows how the rays from P, as they are 
taken at greater inclinations to the axis, meet the axis after 
reflexion at points farther from Q. This abetration of the 



reflected rays may be considered as due to the form of the 
mirror, as it would be possible to construct a mirror which 




would bring all the rays to one focus. It is called spherical 
aberration. 

We shall see now that mirrors may be made which, for 
particular broad pencils, do not produce any aberration. 

Parabolic Mirror. — This is of the form of a paraboloid 
of revolution (got by rotating a parabola about its axis). If F 




is the focus of the paraboloid, that is the principal focus of the 
minor; the normal at any point is equally inclined to theax^u 
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and to the straight line joining that point to F. Thus any 
ny coming in pa^lel to the axis will be reflected to F. F is 
the focus for aU rays parallel to the ads. 

Again, all the rays coming from a luminous or visible 
point at F would be reflected parallel to the axis. Thus a 
parabolic mirror is frequently used for throwing a strong beam 
of light in a definite direction, A lamp is placed at the focus, 
and the axis of the mirror turned in the required direction. 

Ellipsoidal Mirror. — This is of the form of an ellipsoid 
of revolution (got by rotating an ellipse about its major axis). 
If F, F" are the foci of the figure the normal at any point 




makes equal angles with the EtitMght line joining die pMnt to 
F and F". Thus any ray from F is reflected to F. Either of 
the points F and F* is the focus for all rays coming from the 
other. 

Determination of Focal Length.— The focal length of 
a spherical mirror may be found by many methods. 

If the radius of curvature is found in any manner, the focal 
length, which is half of the radius, is known. 

By measuring corresponding distances from the mirror of 
a small object and its image along the line joining them, and 
substituting in the formula — 

= + 5=7 

the value of the focal length of a concave mirror can be found. 

If we get a small object into such a position that its image 
in a concave mirror coincides with itself, then the object and 
image are both at the centre. Thus we can determine the 
radius, and so the focal length. 

The focal length of a convex mirror may be found by 
taking a pencil of converging light, and noticing the position 
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of its focDS, then placii^ the mirror so that the li^t falls on 
it nonnally and is reflected as a convergent pencil ; that is, 
the original focus must be between the mirror and its prin- 
cipal focus. Now measure the distance of the focus of the 
reflected p^icil from the mirror, and calculate f from the 
foTTDula. 

The position of the image formed in any of these methods 
may be found in either of the following ways : — 

(x) Let the image be formed as distinctly as possible on a 
screen, moving the screen about till the best position is found 
The screen is then in the position of the true image, and its 
distance from the mirror must be measured. 

(2) Place a pointer or 3 stretched wire at abont the place 
where the image is formed. Look at the pointer and the 
image together, and move the head from side to side ; then 
if they appear to move with reference to each other, tlwy are 
Dot in the same plane, and the pointer must be moved dll no 
such motion is seen. It is then in coincidence with the image, 
and its distance from the mirror must be measured. 

The Optloal Bendh or Bank. — ^This is an apparatus for 
making optical measurements such as those we have just 
described. It consists of a long base fitted with a graduated 
scale, and along which may be slid, in a groove or otherwise, 
stands carrying various supports adapted for carrying l^hts, 
screens, mirrors, and other optical apparatus. Each of these 
stands has a mark, which, by moving over the divided scale, 
serves to indicate the distance through which the stand may 
be moved. The supports should all be capable of some 
lateral and vertical adjustment on their stands, so that such 
points as may be desired of the objects that they carry may 
be brought into the same straight line, parallel to the bench. 

A convenient method of measuring the distance between 
two objects, such as screen and mirror, on the bench, is to 
have a straight pointer of known length earned on one of the 
stands, and set parallel to the bench, and so that its points are 
in the line with the objects whose distance is required. Move 
the stand carrying the pointer till its points in turn touch the 
objects, taking the readings of the staad. The distance 
required is the difference of these readings plus the length of 
the pointer. 
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and Chat there is an in<iTiite number of pairs of positions of the two mirrors 

for producing the rei^uired result. 

a. Two plane mirrors make an angle, 0, with each other. A ray of 
light travelling towards their intersection, and in a plane at rkht angles to 
it, makes an angle, », with the mirror on wbich.it is first incident Show 
Ihflt the condition that the direction of the ray may be completely teveised 
\i^ n reflexions at the mirrors — that ii, that it may travel parallel to its old 
direction, bat in the opposite st — - 



according as n is odd or even. 

3. Light comin? from a point 16 cms. in bont of a concave mirror falls 
normally on its surbce, and is then hroughC to a focus at 5'> cms. from the 
mirror : find the focal length of the mirror. 

4. A concave mirror of 5 feet focal length is used to form an image on 
a screen which is ao feet from it : find how far from the mirror the object 
must be placed. 

5. A coDcave mirror i^ used to bring a pendl of light to a focus at 
a point, O. A convex minor is then interposed to intercept the light 
normally, so that O is 4 ins. behind its surface ; and the reflected pencil 
then comes to a focus at a point which is &{ ins. in front of this mirror i 
what is the focal len^h of the convex mirror? 

6. The letter L is drawn on a sheet of paper and hdd upright before 
a concave mirror : describe, with drawings, the appearance that will be 
presented for all positions of the object. 

7. If in the last question a convex minor is used, describe tbe appeal* 
ance that will be presented. 



CHAPTER IIL 

REFRACTION. LENSES. 

When light passes out of one transparent medium into another 
it does not, as a rule, coi^tinite its path in straight lines in pass- 
ing across the boundary surface of the media. If the light 
strikes the surface normally, it will continue to travel normally 
. through it; thatis, in this case it will suffer no deviation. If the 
light strikes the surface obliquely, a part of it will, for almost 
any two media, be deviated at the surface, so as to travel in the 
second medium, if it is homogeneous, in straight lines, but in 
stTEUght hnes which are not the productions of those which 
formed the paths of the rays in the first medium. This action 
on light is called refraction. Another part of the light will 
be reflected at the surfece, in accordance with the ordinary 
laws of reflexion. 
This can be illustrated by many simple experiments. Observe 




thus bent at the 



Refraction, 39 

a small object under the surface of water, looking obliquely 
to the suT^ice, Let a straight stick be held with one end near 
the eye, and so as to touch the object with the other end. It 
is found that one must look, not along the stick, but above it ; 
for the light from the 
object, which reaches 
the eye, does not 
travel straight to the 
eye in the direction 
rf the stick, but pen- 
cils which leave the 
object in a direction 
nearer to the vertical 
than the stick is, on 
reaching the surface 
are bent away further 
from the vertical, and 
so reach the eye. 
The figure shows the 
path of the rays 
which leave the visible point P, and i 
sur&ce to reach the eye at E. 

If a coin be placed in the bottom of a basin,.and the eye 
held so that tlie coin is just hidden by the rim, then, on pouring 
water into the basin, 
the coin will come 
into view again. For 
the pencils by which 
the coin would have 
been seen at first, 
before pouring in the 
water,must have gone 
straight to the eye; 
but after the water 
is poured in light 
reaches the eye from ^^"^ ^'' 

the coin which first goes more upwards, and at the surface is 
bent away fiom the vertical; thus getting round the rim of the 
basin. The accompanying figure shows the passage of the rays 
in this case. 

The appearance of a stick held obliquely, and partly in 
the water, is another example. The stick appears to be bent 
upwards at the surface, and to be shorter than it really is. 
For the pencils of light which reach the eye from it seem to 

Coo'^lc 
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have come from points higher up than those frx>m whidi they 
really come. 

We shall now consider the precise manner in which light 
is refiacted at the boundaiy surface of two media. We shall 
see that refraction depends on the nature of the media, being 
different in this respect from reflexion. 

A ray of Hght filing on the surface is called, as in the case 
of reflexion, an incident ray ; and the plane cuitaining this 
ray and the normal to the surface at the point of incidence 
is called the plane of incidence, and the angle between 
the incident ray and the normal the angle of inoidenoeL 
A ray going on into the second medium from the point of 
incidence is called a re&aoted ray ; and the plane containing 
this ray and the normal is called tiie plane of reihiotl<m, 
and the angle between the refracted ray and the nonoal the 
angle of refraction. 

The Laws of Refhwtion are these — 

I. The ittddent ray, the normal, and the re/raded ray are 
in the same plane. 

IL For the same two media, the sine of the an^ ofinddeiue 
bears a constant ratio to the sine of the at^ ^ rrfractUm. 

The second law is generally known as thB law ctf sines; 
it was first given by Snell, a Dutchman, but is frequoitly 
attributed to Descartes. 

We shall, in general, have to consider the case of light 
refracted from air into a given medium, or viee ven^ 

When light is refracted from a vacuum into a given 
medium, the constant ratio of the sines is called the re- 
f^ctive index, or index of refiraotlon, of the medium. 
This quantity is generally denoted by the symbol ^ We 
shall see that the refractive index of a given medium differs 
for different colours ; but, at present, and unless the contrary 
is specified, we shall suppose all the light considered to be 
of the same colour, so that >i is constant for a given medium. 

When light is refracted from air into the medium, the ratio 
of the sines is practically the same as when it comes from a 
vacuum ; that is, the air has practically no influence. I^ thra, 
t and r denote the angles of incidence and refraction from air 
or from a vacuum into a given medium, we have the relation— > 
sin i = IL sin r. 

The apparatus shown in the figure (Fig. 34) may be used 
to demonstrate the laws of refraction for liquids. There are 
two tubes, G H, L K, moving on a vertical circle, and always 
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directed lo its centre, and jvovided with apertures as for the 
laws of reflexion. (Or the tubes may be provided with lenses, 
as the figure shows.) Instead of using the vertical circle the 
tubes inay be prolonged with arms, in which are small holes 
at F, F, these being equidistant from the centre of rotation, 
C O is a horizontal scale, which may be moved veriically, and 
the zero of which is vertically below the axis through the centre 
about which the tubes turn. C D E F is a vessel to contain the 
liquid, turning with the. tube C H, and having a bottom, D £, 



of plate glass set at right angles to G H, so that light crossing 
DE normally is undeviated. The sui&ce of the liquid is 
adjusted to be level with the centre of the circle. K L is set 
in any position, and the reading through P' taken, G H can 
be set to receive the light that passes through K L, and is 
refracted at the surface of the liquid, and, when it is so set, 
the reading through P is taken after suitably adjusting the 
scale; The ratio of C' P" to C P, which is the same as the 
ratio of the sines of the angles of incidence and refraction at 
the surface of the liquid, should be found constant 

Gooi^lc 
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Fig. 35 shows how the apparatus may be used to verify 
the law for solids. A BC is a half-cylinder of glass, or other 
transparent substance, set with the plane face A C horizontal, 
and the curved sides at right angles to the vertical circle. 
D E F K is a block of the same substance, with the face E F 
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set at right angles to the tube G Hj and having a cylindrical 
hollow into which ABC just fits. With these arniDgements 
it is clear that the apparatus may be used in just the same 
way as before. 

The laws of refraction, as those of reflexion, do not depend 
for their demonstration on such direct proofs as these, but on 
the consistency of the results obtained by assuming their truth as 
the basis of measurements that can be made with great accuracy. 

When light Is refracted from a medium a into a medium b, 
the constant ratio of the sines of the angles of incidence and 
refraction is called the relative index of reA*Eictioii front 
a to ^. This we may denote by ^j. There are some 
important relations existing between relative refractive indices, 
which we shall now consider. 

It is known by experiment that the path of a ray of light 
is reversible. That is, if a ray along a given line in one 
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medium is refracted along a second line in another medium, 
then, when a ray passes along this latter line in the second 
metUum, but in the opposite sense, it will emerge along the 
first line in the first medium. Thus if i and r are corre- 
sponding angles of incidence and refraction from medium 
a to medium b, r and ( will be corresponding angles of 
incidence and re&action from b to a, 

sin i , sin r . , „ ,, ^ i 

Snce ji, = ^— , and m, = ~ — -, it follows that oi, = — . 
"" sm r '^' am v ^ °^'' ^^ 

The following is an experiment in support of the abisve 
statement If a plate of glass, that is, a portion with plane 
parallel faces, be held between the eye and a distant object, 
the direction of the rays falling on the glass and of those 
leaving it will be the same, 
whatever the obliquity to those 
rays at which the glass is held. 
The distant object will appear 
to be slightly displaced by an 
amount depending on the thick- 
ness of the glass and its obli- 
quity. But the thinner the 
glass taken, the less will this 
displacement be, and the glass 
may be taken so thin as to 
make the displacement imper- 
ceptible to the eye. The figure 
shows the passage of the ray 
for this case. > and r are the 
angles of incidence and refrac- 
tion at the first surface, at the 
point A. r is thus also the 
value of the angle of incidence, mtemally, at B, since the 
normals at A and B are parallel ; and since the rays P A 
and BQ are parallel, the angle of refraction at B must be 
equal to >'. 

Suppose that a ray of light passes from a medium, a, through 
two plates of b and c, having a common fiice, and then emerges 
into a. It is found that the rays P A and C Q in the two 
portions of a are parallel Now, let the angles of inddence 
and refraction be as shown in the figure. Then we have — 




Thus— 
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Or- 



In the same tray, expoiment woold show that aoy number 
of plates placed as indicated would not deviate a ray of light ; 
■o that we should have general relations snch as the above 
. existing among any 

/P number of relative re- 

fractive indices. 

We may write the 
general relation for a 
number of media, a, 
b,c, . . . k, I— 

«tHtl^- .. tf%i/^=I• 
As a paiticnlai ^>- 
plication, saj^MKe we 
have detennined the 
refractive indices 
from air into glass 
and into water; call 
these fx, II,'. Then 
the Inactive index 
from glass into water 




Let one medium be a vacuum ; denote it by v. Then we 
have — 

This we may write — 

Thus 154^ aisi^uU index ef refraetion of b U fouitd by 
multiplying the relative index of refraction from a to b by tke 
absolute index of refraction of a. 

In this case let a be air, and b some transparent medium, 
such as water or glass: We have said that we may consider 
yit and ^ to be practically the sam& This is because the 
correcting factor ^„ the index of refraction from vacuum to 
air, or absolute index of refraction of air, is found by experi- 
ment to be nearly equal to unity — about 10003. 

In general, when light passes Irom a rarer to a denser 
medium, as from air to water, the rays are bent towards the 
normal— -the refractive index is greater than unity. When 
the light passes from the denser to the rarer medium, the 
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l^t is bent ava; &om the nonnal towards the surface of 
sepacadoo. 

Suppose light to pass from a denser to a rarer medium (as 
when it comes up to tiie surface of still water and emei^es 
into the air). Let fi be the index of refraction, which in this 
case is less tiian unity. For any angle of incidence, / (measured 
inside the deosei medium), we calculcate the angle of refraction, 

r, by the relation sin r = . Thus r is always greater than 

i in this case. 

Fig. 38 shows how a series of rays, OA, OB,OC,OD, 
coming from a point O, are refracted at the surface. Any 
value of % will give a possible value of r as long as it ^ves 
SID r less than i ; that is, as long as sin i is less than /i. Thus 
for all angles of incidence, from zero up to a certain value, for 




which sin ( = /^ some of the light which reaches the sut&ce 
is re&acted into the second medium. Some will also be 
reflected back into the first medium. As / increases, the 
refracted rays get closer and closer to the surface. For the 
ray O E making an an^e with the normal whose sine is ^ light 
emerges glancing along the surface. The question arises — 
What happens when the inddent rays are beyond O E, as F, 
making greater angles with the normal ? In this case none 
of the light is refracted, but all which falls on the surface is 
redected back into the first medium. This phenomenon is 
called total internal reflexion. 

Suppose the second medium to be air. Tliai the limiting 
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ray O E makes with the nonnat an angle whcue sine is equal 
to the index of refraction of the first medium. This quantity 

is denoted bv - above, since m was taken to be the index of 
refraction from the first medium to the second. This angle is 
called the critical angle for the medium. If B is the critical 
angle and /i the reftactive index of a medium, we have — 



The direction of a ray refracted from one medium to 

another may be found in practice by the following graphic 

method, irtien the index 

of refraction is known ; 

Let X X denote the 

surface of separation of 

the two media. And 

let P O be a ray in the 

first medium inddent 

on the second at the 

point O. With O as 

centre describe two 

circles with radii OA, 

O B in the ratio r ; /i. 

Let OP cut the first of 

"'*'^' these in S; and draw 

T S M perpendicular to X X, meeting the second circle in T. 

Then T produced is the path of the ray in the second 




For— 



sin OSM or _ 
sin OTM ~ OS 






And O S M is equal to the angle of incidence at d. There- 
fore O T M is equal to the angle of refraction. 

If in this construction fi is < i, B is < A. In this 
case S M may or may not meet the second circle. If it does 
not, there is no refraction, and we have total internal reflexion. 
The limiting case is where S M touches the second circle at M. 
Then we have for the sine of the angle of incidence, which is 

now the critical angle, j^ ; '-A ^ 

To illustrate total internal reflexion : if the eye is held 
under the level of the sur&ce of water in a glass, much more 
light is seen reflected from the under surface than if it be looked 
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at from above. If a rod is placed in the glass so as to be partly 
immersed, the image of it formed by leAexion in the under 
surface is as clear as that seen directly through the vater. 

In looluDg from above at an object under the surface of 
water, the object may be made to appear as close to the 
surface of the water as we please by holding the eye near 
enough to the surface. As the eye approaches indefinitely near 
to the sur&ce, the pencils by which the object is seen meet the 
under surface at angles which approach to the critical angle, 
and emei^e more and more nearly along the surface. 

The rays which come from the outside to an eye under 
the surface of the water, as at O, must all make in the water 
angles with the vertical less than the critical angle. Thus this 
eye will see all objects above the sudace as if they were 
contained in a cone with the eye at the vertex, and of semi- 
vertical angle equal to the critical angle. All these objects 
will appear to be raised up, and 
those nearer to the sur&ce the 
more so. 

As the first example of the 
formation of an image by re- 
fraction, we shall consider the 
following : — 

Im^d of Visible Point 
formed by Refraction at a 
nane Sorface. — Suppose the 
point F, inside a transparent 
medium of index ^ to be seen 
by an eye at E, so that E N P is 
normal to the surface of the me- 
dium. Draw the lay F R close to 
the normaJ; and let it be refracted 
along R S. Froduce S R to meet 
P N in ?, Then the image of P, 
since it is seen by a very narrow pencil along P N E, will be 
at the ultimate position of q when P R is ind^nitely close to 
P N. Now R P N, R ? N are equal to the angles of incidence 
(from inside) and refraction (outwards) at R. Thus we have — 

sin RPN = i sin R?N ; 
RN_i RN. 
RP ~ jl ' R? ' 
RP = ^1%. 

L)in;« ...Google 
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In the limit this gives foe the position of the image Q — 

We have supposed the e^e to look noimall; to the 
suiface } but we shall see that, if this is not the case, do true 
image of P vill be seea 

The result here found gives us a method of finding the 
refractive index of a thick plate of glass. With a reading 
microscope travelling vertically — that is, a microscope with a 
scale by which its verdcal displacement can he measured — a 
reading is taken on a mark made on a hoiizontal piece of 
glass set so as to receive the plate. This mark corresponds to 
P. The plate is now put on, 
and a reading is taken on the 
image of this mark, which cor- 
responds to Qj and another 
on the top of the plate, which 
conesponds to N. From 
these we can find the thick- 
ness, and the apparent thick- 
ness of the i^le ; and the 
ratio of the former to the 
latter is the re&active index. 

A similar method may he 
used to find the refractive 
index of a liquid. 

DlBplaoement pro- 
duced by Plata looked 
througt normaUy. — Let 
the object O (Fig. 41) be 
looked at through the plate 
of thickness /, normally to 
the plate. Let O be at dis- 
tance d from the near face 
of the plate. Let p. be the 
refractive index of the plate. 
O forms, by the first re- 
fraction at B, an image at 1', so that Bl' = fid. V forms, by 
the second refraction at A, an image, I, so that— 



A_ 

t 

b7 
I /; 

O '' 



Thus BI = </ + - - /; and 01 = /(" 1 - - ). 



Cooi^lc 



Refraction. 49 

Thus at whatever distance the object is from the plate, 

it appears to be displaced towards it by a distance / [ 1 — ] ■ 

Sliiiting of Kay prodaced by Plate.— Let A B C D 
(Fig. 43) be a ray passing through a plate of thickness /. 
Draw C E perpendicular 
/p^ to A B produced. C E is 
the amount of shifting. 
CE = CB sin (»" - r) 
_ / sin (f - r) 
cos r 

Befiraction through 
a FrlBm. — In geometry 
a prism is a solid figure 
contained by planes 
(forming its faces) which 
are all parallel to one 
straight line, or the inter- 
sections of which (form- 
ing the edges of the 
piism) are all paralld. 
The number of the faces 
may be any whatever, 
abd the ends may be any whatever; or, indeed, the prism 
is not usually r^arded as having ends at aO. For optical 





purposes the prism will be taken of triangular section. The 
ends are generally perpendicular to all &e faces; and, in 
general, only two of the faces are employed, so that only 
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these two need be polished surfaces. The edge wheie these 
two faces meet is called the reflracting edge of the prism. 
We may call these two faces the lefracting faces. The 
dihedral angle contuned by these faces is called the re- 
fracting angle of the pnsm. Any section of. the prism 
made by a plane perpendicular to its faces is called a prin- 
cipal Bfictlon. So that all principal sections are equal ia 
all respects and parallel. And the angle made by the traces 
of the re&acting faces in a principal section is equal to the 
refracting angle. Consider a ray of light in the plane of 
a principal section striking one face of a prism so that it 
emei^es from the other face. It will continue in the same 
plane cm entering the prism and on emerging. The figure 
represents the path of the ray. If ^„ ^ are the deviations at 
the first and second faces, the entire deviation S is ^i + ^ 

Let /i be the refractive index of the prism. Let /^ ^ be 
the angles which the ray makes with the normals at B and C 
outside the prism ; and rj, u tlie angles it makes with these 
normab inside the prism. We have — 



*i = 'i - 'i ; ^ = ^ - '■j; 8 = /i - r, + Is - r^ 
The angles i„ r^ i%, r^ may be called the angles of external 
incidence, internal refraction, internal incidence, and external 
refraction. Now suppose the prism set so that the angle of 
external incidence is i^. Then the angle of internal re&action 
is r^ ; and since the sum of the internal angles is constant, as 
may easily be seen by the figure, the angle of internal incidence 
is r-a and the angle of external refraction is I'l, Thus the 
deviation is the same as before, and the prism now occupies 
just the same position with regard to the incident and emer- 
gent light as it occupied before with regard to the emergent 
and incident light respectively. These two positions may be 
called conjugate. Notice that the deviations for two conjugate 
positions are equal. The deviation for any third position 
whatever would be different from that produced in these, as 
experiment would show, or as the above-written equations 
would show. 

Now, there is one portion of the prism which is its own 
conjugate — the position in which the prism is symmetrical with 
regard to the incident and emergent light, or in which i| = 4 ; 
ri = r, ; and the triangle ABC is isosceles. For a given 
duectioa of the incident ray, P B, it is cl^r that a pair tA 
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conju^te positions would be found by turning the prism to 
opposite sides of this position, one being formed by increasing 
t\ and the otber by diminishing t',. Thus, as the prism is 
turned from this symmetrical position, the deviation either 
increases, whichever be the sense of turning, or else it decreases, 
whichever be the sense of turning. This symmetrical position, 
then, is the position giving either the minimum deviation of the 
lay or the maximum deviation. Experiment shows that in tke 
iymTiutrieal position the deviation of tht ray is a minimum. 

This is a very important result, and may also be jvoved 
by means of the equations — 

sin I'l = fi sin r„ 

sin ^ = /I mn ^g. 

From the figure ri + r^'is supplementary to the angle at 
O, imd therefore equal to the refracting angle. A, of the prism, 
Thus to see whether S becomes a maximum or a minimum, 
we mnst see whether i, + ij becomes a maximum or a 



Now consider the equation — 

siai= lisiar (i) 

Let di and dr be corresponding small increments in the 
angles i and r, so that — 

sin (i + rfi) = li sin {r+ lir) . . . (2) 
Subtracdng (i) from (a), we get — 
, di\ . 



sin dr, 



2 cos f »■ + — J sin di = i/i cos ( r + — j 

or, making di and dr indefinitely small — 
cos ( di = ft cos r dr 
— a result which comes from (1) by the differential calculusr- 
immediately. 

di^'tSSlIdr 

= ^^^==.dr. 
VI — f^ sin" r 
The square of the coefficient of dr is — 
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How, the greater r is, the less is n* cos' r, the greater is 
- j" ; -■ ; the less is the denominator of the above fraction, 
and the f^eater is the fractioa 

Thus a given small variation in the direction of the ray in 
the denser medium causes a greater variation in that of the ray 
in the other medium, the greater the angle which the first ray 
makes with the normal Or, i^n, the variation of rfrom r to 
r + X, where x \s a. small positive angle, causes a greater 
increase in t than the variation of r fi-om r — ^ to r, or than 
the decrease in / caused by the variation of rtor — x. This 
result is interesting in itselit 

To apply it to the case before us. Suppose r^ and r, each 

to have the value - , as is the case for the symmetncal position. 
Then a small increment in r, must be accompanied by an equal 
decrement in r, ; and the resulting increment in ('i is greater 
than the resulting decrement in i,. So that a variation from 
the symmetrical position such as to increase^ causes i, +^ 
and therefore also the deviation, to increase ; and the same 
would follow from a variation in the opposite sense. Thus the 
deviation in this position is a minimum. This position is 
generally called the position of TnlTiimnTn deviation. 

Kxpreaslon for Refractive Index of Prism. — Suppose 
the refracting angle A of the prism, and the angle of minunum 




deviation, D, arc known. Let the figure represent the position 
of minimum deviation, O B C D the ray. Then the angles t\, ^ 
are equal, and so are r„ r. The triangles ABC, EBC are both 
^ sin OBN 



isosceles. And ^ - 



sin EBC" ^-. , 
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Now, the deviation at B is half the entire deviation. 
.-, - =■ OBN - EBC ; 
OBN = - + EBC. 
And EBC + ECB = supplement of E = A. 
.-. EBC = - ; 

. D + A 

sin — - — - 

'=—1— 

This is a very important expression for the refiactive index, 
and is employed in determining it in practice, by the most 
accurate method. 

When the angle of the prism is very small, we can obtain a 
useful expression for D, For we then have — 

. D + A 
sm — — - 
t>. = limiting value of 

_ P + A 
A ■ 
Thus D = A0( - i). 

Consider a small divergent pencil refracted through a 
prism, very near to its edge, in the plane of a principal section, 
and at minimum deviation. 

The divergence of the pencil at right angles to the pJane of 
principal section is unaltered on passing out of the prism. For 
consider a ray in the prism at right angles to the edge, but not 
in the principal section. The position of this ray determines, 
and determines in precisely the same manner, the positions of 
the entering and emerging rays. Thus, since the ray we have 
con^dered inside the prism is situated in just the same way 
with regard to the two faces, the entering and emerging lays 
are situated in just the same way on the two sides of the prism, 
and the ray on emerging makes the same angle with the plane 
of principal section as on entering. Thus the divergence at 
right angles to this plane is unaltered. 

The divergence in the plane of principal section is 
C;oo;;lc 
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unaltered. For since the direction of the pencil is such as to 
give mioimuin deviation, a smalt alteration in its direction will 
produce no alteration, practically, in the deviation. Thus two 
rays in the plane of principal section will hare the same 
divergence on emergence as on entry, the limiting ratio of the 
angle between the rays on emei|;ei)ce to the angle between them 

Q 




on entry, when the latter becomes indefinitely small, being unity. 
Thus the divergence in the plane of principal section is unaltered. 

It follows that the pencil emerging from the prism will be a 
pencil diverging apparently from a single point in the plane of 
prindpal section, and this point, Q, is at the same distance from 
the prism where the rajrs enter it, or from A, as is the point 
P, from which they originally come. 

Thus a visible point, or a small object, at P, gives, by means 
of a pencil or pencils in the position of minimum deviation, a 
true virtual image at Q. It should be noticed, as in the cases 
of the mirror, that all the rays of a large pencil from P would 
not pass through Q, this point being only the limiting position 
of the intersection of these rays when they are taken indefinitely 
near to each other and to the ray in the position of minimum 
deviation. 

It could be shown in just the same manner that a pencil 
converging to Q, that is, so as to give a virtual object at Q, 
would form, after refraction, a real image at P. 

The points P and Q are conjugate fool with respect to 
the prism. ^^ , 



Lenses. 



55 



Lekses. 

A leOM is a portion of a refractiDgkinediain whose boundary 
surfaces are, in general, portions of surfaces of revolution 
h&ving a common axis : this axis is called the axis of the lens. 

If the surfaces do not meet, we maj suppose the boundary 
of the medium to be completed by a portion of a cylinder 
having the same axis as the lens, but these portions will have 
nothing to do with the ordinary action of the lens. 

We shall consider leases having for boundary sur&ces 
portions of spheres. The axis of such a lens is the straight line 
joining the centres of the spheres of which the boundary 
sui&ces are parts. 

One of the bounding sur&ccs may be a plane, as a 
particular case of a sphere having an infinitely large radius. 
Thea the axis of die lens is the straight line drawn from the 
centre of the spherical surface perpendicular to the plan& 

The six general forms of tenses are shown in the accom- 




panying figure. They are sometimes called by the following 
names: — 

a, double convex ; 

b, convexo-concave, concavo-convex, or meniscus ; 
e, convexo-plane, or plano-convex ; 

d, double concave ; 

e, convexo-concave, or concavo-convex ; 

f, concavo-plane, or plano-concave. 

The order of (he words combined to name the lens refers to 
the order in which the light falls on the two surfaces. The 
surface on which the light first fiills is called thc/roftf, and the 
other the ba^k surface. 

A more important classification is as follows : — 
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Lenses thickest ia the middle are called convex, or 
conve^ent. 

Lenses ttainncst inHbe middle are called concare, or 
dlTci^ent. 

To lead ap to the refraction of ligbt through lenses, let as 
first consider the following case ; Suppose a small pencil of 
light to fall on the spherical boundary of a refracting medium, 
along a radius of the sphere : to find the focus of the pencil 
after refraction. 

We shall make the same convention with regaid to signs 
as was made in the case of reflexion. Distances will be 
measured along a radius from the surface of the medium, 
and those measured in the direction opposite to the incident 
light will be considered positive; those measured in the 
other direction, n^ative. 

Let the boundary snr&ce be represented by the circular 
arc A R in the figure, its radius A O being r, so that r is, in this 



figure, positive. The refracting medium, of index /i, is to the 
left of the sur&ce. 

P is a nsible point on the radius through A. Let a ray 
from P meet the surface in R. 

O R is normal to the surface at R. Thus the refracted ray 
at R lies in the plane O R P. And, supposing p. greater than 
I, its production backward lies between R and R P. Let 
this ray meet A O P in ;. 

As the ray P R approaches to the line P A, and ultimately 
coincides with it, g moves up to a definite limiting position : 
call this Q. Let AP = «, AQ = v. These distances are both 
positive in the figure, so that « and v are both positive 
quantities. ^^ , 
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We have from tlie figure the relation- 
sin ORP = >i sin ORy. 
To get a relation among the lengths of lines, we write 



OP 
sin ROP - ^ = ^ sin RO? 



O? 



In the limit this becomes — 

0P_ OQ 

AP ~ ** AQ" 
Or— 

v(u - r) = /!«(» - r). 
Divide throughout by wr, and we get — 

Or, we may write — 

^ - - = '' ~-. 

In the case we have taken », v, r are all positive; but the 
formula would be found to be universally true, whatever be 
the signs of these quantities. I-et us, for example, suppose 



the bounding surface of the medium to be convex. Then it may 
be seen that the refracted rays may meet the radius dirough 
P on either side of A. Suppose they meet it on the left of A, 
which is the case for positions of P far from A. 



,gle 
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Since PB.0 is supplemeDtary to the ai^le of inddeoce, and 
gS.0 is the angle of refraction, the figure gives — 
sin PRO = /i sin ^RO. 
Thus sin ROP - ^ = ;i sin RO? ■ ^ i 

OP_ i^O 
RP~''yR' 
In the limit this becomes — 

0P_ QO 
AP~'*QA' 
In this, of coarse, the mere absolute magnitudes of the 
lengths involved are meant 
Now — 

OP = OA + AP = - r + », 
since —r is a positive quantity, and r is in nunterical magnitude 
equal to OA. 

AP = «, 

QO = QA - OA = -1/ + r, 
QA = - f. 
Therefore the above relation becomes — 

u-r -v+r y-r 

This is the same relation as before, and gives, as before — 



If a small pencil of light along A O in the medium has 
Q for its focus, it wiU, on emergence, have P for its focus ; 
since the paths of the rays are reversible. P and Q may be 
called coi^ngate focL 

The above formula is usefiil in itself; and would be used 
to find, for instance, the apparent position of a point, when 
we know the real position, or vice vend, the point being 
embedded in a refracting medium with a spherical boundary, 
and looked at normally to the surface. Thus we can 
optically determine the thickness of a lens if we know its 
refractive index, and the curvature of one surface, and if we 
can find the position of the image of a mark on the other 
surface where the axis meets it when looked at through the 
first surface along the axis. 
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The fonnulA has, however, a more important application, 
as we now proceed to ihow. 

Suppose we have a lens whose thickness may be neglected. 
Let the radii of its front and back surfaces be r and s, regard 
being had to the sign. In the figure drawn both r and s are 
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positive. Suppose there is a small axial pencil with focus at 
P, a point at a distance, k, from where the axis meets the lens. 
Since the thickness of the lens is neglected, we may suppose 
the axis to meet it in a point ; and distances will be measured ' 
along the axis from this point Let this pencil give rise, on 
entering the lens, to a pencil with focus Q', at distance -d from 
the lens j and let this, on emerging, give rise to a pencil with 
focus at Q, at distance v from the lens. 

Then from refraction of the pencil into the lens we have — 

And for the refraction out of the lens, since the corre- 
sponding rd'racting index is -, we have — 



** ^ _ (i_ 



Adding (i) and (a), we get — 
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This very important foimula gives the relation between the 
positions of a point on the axis of a lens and of its image as 
foimed by the lens. 

From the reversibility of the paths of the rays, it follows 
that a pencil on the left-hand side of the lens, having Q for 
focus, would give a pencil on the other side, with P for focus. 
The same thing would follow from the formula. The points 
P and Q are conjugate foci with respect to the lens. 

We have met with four cases of conjugate foci. These were 
formed with respect to (i) spherical mirrors, (z) prisms, (3) 
refracting spherical surfaces, (4) lenses. In any case the 
existence of the conjugate foci is inferred at once from the 
reversibiUty of the rays. In any case a pair of conjugate fod 
has the following property : Suppose a pencil with F as fbcuSt 
real or virtual ; let this give a pencil with Q as focus, real or 
virtual ; then a pencil with Q as focus of the same sort as that 
we have just supposed to be at Q will give a pencil with P as 
focus of the same sort as we supposed at P. Thus, for example, 
Uke the case of the prism. Fig. 45. A pencil with real focus 
at P gives a pencil with virtual focus at Q. A pencil co- 
inciding with this latter, but convergent, whereas the latter 
was divergent, having a virtual focus at Q, will give rise to a 
pencil with real focus at F. A pencil with real focus at Q 
would give, by refraction through the prism, something quite 
diiferent ; in fact, a pencil with no point-focus at alL 

Suppose that P (Fig. 49) goes to infinity, that is, that the 
pencil incident on the lens is a parallel one. The corre- 
sponding value of I* is called the focal length of the lens. It 
is denoted by_^ and is given by — 

The corresponding position of Q is called the principal 
focus of the lens, and we shall, in general, denote it by F. 
The formula for the lens may now be written — 



V »-/ 
For a convex lens, thickest in the middle, by examining all 
the cases that may occur, we see that - is always algebraically 

less than -. For example, in the accompanying figure of a 
meniscus, with the light incident on the convex side, r and s 



are both negative, and r is numerically smaller than s. There- 
fore - is numerically greater and algebraically less than -. And 




we should find - algebraically less than - in any case of a 
convex lens. 

Thus i. - i is a negative quantity; 
.*. / is negative ; 
and F is on the negative side of the lens. 

The rays which the parallel pencil gives on passing thrdugh 
the lens comjerge to the point F, and really pass through it 

Thus F is a real principai focus. 

From the fonnula — 



since /is negative, it follows that - is always algebnucally less 

than-. Let us consider the cases that can occur with this 
condition. The figures show them. 

(i) u positive ; v may be positive; v must then be greater 
than u (F^ 51). 

(3) u positive ; v nay be negative (Fig. 5a). 

(3) u negative ; v must be negative, and numerically less 
dianw(Fig. 53)- 

In any case it is seen that the pencil is more convergent 
(or less divergent) alter passing through the Iens> Thus the 
lens is called a eonverging lens. 

~ ■ ' ' in the middle, bv . . . -, 



all the cases that may > 
braically greater than -. 
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xur, we see that - is always alge- 





Thus - — - is a positive quantity ; 

.'./l% positive ; 

and F is on the positive side of the lens. 

The rays which the parallel pencil gives on passing through 
the lens appear to divei^e from the point F, twt do not really 
pass through it (Fig. 54)' 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 



Thus F is a virtual principal foeus. 
From the formula — 



since / is positive, it follows that - is always algebraically 




greater than -. Let us consider the cases that can occur 



with this condition. The figures show them. 

(i) » positive; v must be positive, and numerically less 
than a (Fig. 55). 



S: 



) u negative ; v may be positive (Fig. 56}. 
) » negative; v may be negative; v must then be 
numerically greater than « (Fig. 57). 

In any case it is seen that the pencil is more divergent 
(or less convergent) after passing through the lens. Thus the 
lens is called a diverging lens. 

It should be noticed that a convex lens behaves like a 
concave mirror in having a real principal focus, and in con- 
verging axial pencils; a concave lens behaves like a convex 
mirror in havmg a. virtual principal focus uid in diverging 
axial pendb. 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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Notice again, however, that both concave mirror and con- 
cave lens have positive focal lengths ; and convex mirror 
and convex lens have negative focal lengths, according to our 
convention with legaid to sign. 



Any lens will have two principal foci, one for light falling 
on it ftom each side. They will be at equal distances from 
the lens. For if the radii of the surfaces for light falling on 
the lens from one side — right, say — are r and s, the radii for 




light falling on the lens from the left will be —s and — r j 
tjmt the focal length,/, for l^ht from the left is grven by— 



■)(;-;) = 



We shall denote the principal focus for light coming frvm 
the negative side by F, 

It should be noticed that a principal focus, on account of 
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the reversibility of rays, has also this property. A pencil of 
light having a principal focus of a lens for its focus will, after 
passing throu^ the lens, become a parallel pencil, along the 
axis. Notice that the pencil must have the principal focus for 
a real or a virtual focus accoidii^ as it is a real or a virtual 
focus of the lens. 

We shall now consider the variations in podtion of the 
image as the position of the object is changed. We shall 
mal^ ifse of the formula — 



I. Convex lens — 

When u = i»,v = f; ue, object at infinity gives image 
atF. 

As K decreases in value from m to the positive quantity 
—y, I" decreases algebraically from/to — oo. Thus, as object 
moves up from infinity to F', image moves off f^m F to 
infinity on the left ' 

Object at F' gives image at infinity. 

As a decreases from — / lo*o, v decreases from oo to o. 
Thus, as object moves from F' up to the lens, the image, which 
is virtual, moves from infinity up to the lens. 

It should be noticed that the object gives a real or a 
virtual image according as it is beyond or within the principal 
focus F. 

3. Ctmcmie lens — 

When « = «o , v = /; i.e. object at infinity gjves virtual 
image at F. 

As u decreases from so to o, i/ decreases from / to o. 
Thus, as the object moves up from infinity to the lens, the 
image moves up from F to the lens. 

ft should be noticed that the image is always virtual. 

We have only considered the cases in which the object is 
real ; and the general conclusions drawn refer only to such cases. 
The cases in which the object is virtual may be considered in 
just the same way as the othera by the help of the formula. 

Centre of Lens. — Consider a lens of thickness t, so that 
AB = /in the figure. Suppose a ray to pass through the lens 
so as to be undeviated. Then it must undergo equal and 
opposite deviations at entry and emergence, at the points 
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R and S. The ladn to the surfaces at R and S must thus be 
parallcL Let these be 0,R. O^ SR lies in the plane with 




them, and so will meet the axis, say i 
fixed point, as we shall show. 

Let AO, = r \ BO, = J. The two figi 
are similar. Thus — 

AC _ BC 
AO,~BO,' 



the point C C is a 
jures RACOu SBCO,, 



AC = J^ 



These values will always be found for the distances of C 
from A and from B measured to the right, whatever be the 
s of r and s. 




Take, for example, the double convex lens drawn in the 
above figure. 



BC = /-AC; AO, 



AOi 


= RS' 


= -r 


BO,= j. 


—r 


/-AC. 


AC-. 


= -rt+AC 


AC 





Thus the distance of C to the right of A is yz'-i^ negative 

quantity, since r is negative, s and t positive), and BC = — ^. 

The point C is called tfu antre of the Ims. 

If we neglect the thickness, t, of the lens, AC = BC = o- 
Thus, for a thin lens the centre is the point at which the axis 
meets the lens ; and a ray through this point will be undeviated. 

An object situated on the axis of a lens, and all in a plane 




at right angles to the axis, and of very small dimensions, will 
have an image of itself formed on the axis, and similar to 
itself. 

Consider a convex lens, and such an object P/, P being 
on the axis, and farther off than F*. The point p sends out 
a ray, / R, parallel to the axis, which passes, after leaving the 
lens, through the focus F, very nearly, because p is very near 
the axis. The ray p C, through the centre C, goes on im- 
deviated. The point of intersecdon, q, of these two rays gives 
the focus of all the rays, which come from P, after passing 

Google 
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Draw yQ perpendicular to the axis. 
QC 



"CR~P/~CP" 



Thus Q is a fixed poiat, and the im^es of all points of 
the object are on the same plane through Q. And smce — 

Vp CP' 

it follows that the image is similar to the object 

It must be noticed that, for these results to hold, any point, 
as p, of the object must be so near the axis that the ray from 
it parallel to the axis may practically pass through F after 
deviation by the lens. 

Oraphio ConBtmction of ImageB. — ^We shall now 
consider a method, similar to that used in the case of mirrors, 
of constructing the image, fonned by a thin lens, of a small 
object on the axis. As in that case, we shall find the focus of 
a small pencil near the axis, after it passes through the lens 
by drawing two of its rays. And we can draw the three follow- 
ing rays ; — 

(i) The ray which passes through the centre of the lens : 
this continues m the same straight line. 

(2) The ray which comes iu parallel to the axis ; this is 
continued through the focus F. 

(3) The ray which comes in through the focus F : this is 
continued parallel to the axis. 

We shall now consider the three different general cases 
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that may occur, giving the graphic construction for each c 
the object being reaL 
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I, Convex Lens : Object beyond foots F. 

Take A 6, a small object in a plane perpendicular to the 
aus, with the point A on the axis (Fig. 61). ^ 

The rays B C, B S, B T, from the point B of the object, 
are respectively through the centre, parallel to the axis, and 
through the focus F. They continue through the centre, 
through the focus F, and parallel to the axis. They give by 
their intersection the point b, the image of B. b is seen hy 
means of a pencil of rays of which these are threa The 
image a b of the whole object is shown in magnitude and 
position by drawing i a perpendicular to the axis. 

The image is rea/ and inverted. 

IL Cotwex Letts ; Object between km and fonts F*. 

The same rays as before are here drawn. The pencil they 
give, after passing through the lens, has now a virtual focus, b. 



^ IT b 

^ -^ ^'^' C A 



The rays j B, ^ S, ^ T have now no physical existence ; but the 
action on the left-hand side of the lens, and the effect on the 
eye, are the same as if they had. The whole image ^ n is found 
as before. 

The im^e is virtual and erect. 

IIL Conarve Lens. 

The construction follows the same lines as before. Notice, 
now, the interchange of positions of F and f*. Another figure 
should be drawn in which A is between C and F. It will be 
seen that there is no radical difference (Fig. 63). 

The image is virtual and erect. 

Remarks may be made on these cases similar to those 
made for mirrors. 

The image is now real or virtual according as it is on the 
opposite side or on the same side of the lens as the object 
In this respect the images formed by a mirror and lens differ, ^i , 
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For with a km the rays from a given point pass really through 
the image of the point when, and only when, the image is on 
the other side of the lens ; with a mirror they pass really 




through the image when, and only when, the image is oo the 
same side. 

The following statements have been made for mirroTs, and 
apply to mirrors and leuses : — 

The image is erect or inverted according as it is on 
the same side or on the opposite side of C from the 
object 

The image is real when inverted, virtual when erect 

Magnification. — This term has just the same signification 
here as for a mirror. Denote the magnification by m, as before. 
Then from any of the figures just drawn — 
_ab 
'" " AB" 

We shall now deduce some important expressions for m. 
What follows is applicable to any one of the three figures. All 
three should be referred to. 

From similar triangles abc, ABC, we get — 
ab Ca 



AB CA' 
_ distance of image from lens 
distance of object from lens 



(0 



Taking the trace of the lens on the paper to be a straight 
line at right angles to the axis, as is done in the case of the 
mirrors, we get the following expressions : — ^ 



From similar triangles adF, CSF, we get— 
_ ai _ai _ aF 
"' ~ AB ~ CS " CF 

_ distance of image from focus F 
focal length 
From similar triangles CTF, ABF*, we get — 
_ a^CTCr 
" ~ AB" AB" AF' 

_ focal length 

distance of object from focus F* 



(3) 



The numerical values merely of the quantities in these 
fractions arc to be underatood. 

We can express m in symbols in any of the following ways, 
from the above expressions, the numerical values of die 
fractions given being understood : — 

'"~v- /'-«+/■ 

The expression number 3, involving the position of the 
object, and not of the image, is about the most important. 

We shall draw some general inferences with regard to the 
magnification produced. 

Convex Lens, — When the object is at a distance from the 
lens greater than a/, it is at a greater distance than/ from 
F. Thus by (3) the image is diminished. When the object 
is at a distance from the lens less than 3/, it is at a less 
distance than/ from F. Thus the image is minified. 

Concave Lens, — The object is always at a greater distance 
than/from F ; so that the image is aJways diminished. 

We shall now enumerate, for reference, the characteristics 
of the image formed by either lens, and for all positions of the 
object, with regard to the following four particulars : — 

^i) Position ; 

(z) Whether real or virtual ; 

(3) Whether erect or inverted ; 

{4) Size. 

Convex Lens — 

Objert at greater distance from lens than z/; image to 
left of F, real, inverted, diminished. 

Object at distance a/; image at distance 3/ on left, real, 
inverted, equal to object. 
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Object at distance between/ and »/; image to left of F, 
real, inverted, magnified. 

Object between lens and F ; image to right of lens, virtual, 
erect, magnified. 

Concave Lens — 

Object in front of lens ; image in front of lens, between 
lens and F, virtual, erect, diminished. 

Throughout, the close resemblance of behaviour between 
a concave mirror and a convex lens, and between a convex 
mirror and a concave lens, should be noticed. 

Combination of Thin Lenses in Contact. — Suppose 
any number of lenses of unappreciable thickness be placed so 
as to have the same axis and to be all in contact Let the 
lense^ be n in number, and have focal lengths /i./^ . . . f^. 
Suppose a small object, at distance u from the combination, 
forms an image in the first at distance v^, \ this forms an image 
in the second at distance v^ ; and so on ; so that an image is 
formed in the last at distance v,. 

Then— 



Therefore, by addition— 



i-O)- 



Now, a single lens, if placed in the same position as the 
combination, would form an image of the object in the same 
position as this image, if its focal length, F, is given by — 



<?) 



This lens is said to be equivalent to the given system of 
thin lenses. 

If the lenses are separated by finite distances, a,, a„ etc, 
no single thin lens can be found so as in all cases to produce 
an image of a given small object in the same position as the 
lenses would. In this case the final position of the image is to 
be calculated by such equations as — 



and so on. 

If we have two lenses, of focal lengths^,/], separated by 
an interval, a; and if v is the distance from the second at 
which is formed a focus for a paraikl pencil stiiking the first, 
then— 

T _ I 

»■, ~7. 

and ;— = -, 

■•S-/T+"«+7. 
/,+/, + » 

This is the focal length of a lens which must he used 
instead of the combination, and placed in the portion of the 
second, to bring the parallel pencil to the same focus as the 
combination. 

Determination of Pocal Length.— The focal length of 
a lens can be found by many methods We shall suppose, 
here, that the thickness of the lens is inconsiderable. 

Suppose a small pencil of light to fall on the lens axially from 
a focus, ?, and to produce a conjugate focus, Q. Then, if the 
distances of P and Q from the lens can be measured, the focal 
length can be calculated by the formula — 



V u / 

For a convex lens this method may be practised by fixing 
the lens in a holder on the optical bank, with its axis parallel to 
the bank, and setting up a small object, such as a pair of cross- 
wires, on another holder, so that this object can be moved 
along the axis of the lens. Then set a screen on the other 
»de of the lens and fix it in the best position for receiving an 
image, formed by the lens, of the object » and v can now be 
measured, and in this case it must be noticed that v is 
negative^ 

For a concave lens with a real object we should always 
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have a virtual image. The method may be carried out by 
using a virtual object. Place a ccmvez lens so as to converge 
a pencil of light to a point on its axis. Now place the conca.ve 
lens in the way of ttus pencil, so that the rays do not reach 
this focus, but converge to one further oif, being diverged by 
the concave lens. The distances from the lens, of these two 
foci, must be measured; they are respectively — « and —v. 

A concave lens may be combined with a convex of known 
focal length, /„ and such that it forms with the concave a 
convex combiuation, whose focal length, F, can be found. 
Then the focal length,/,, of the concave is found by— 

F "7i "•"7." 

For a convex lens a pencil of parallel rays, such as the 
rays from the sun, may be allowed to fall on the lens along 
its axis. The point of convergence of these rays can then 
he found by receiving them on a screen. This point is a 
principal focus of the lens, and its distance from the lens is, 
numerically, the focal length. 

In any case we may use a virtual image if we can find 
its position. 'We may, for instance, find the focal length of a 
concave lens by letting parallel rays fall on the lens, giving 
a virtual focus ; and then measure the distance of this focus 
from the lens. The position of a virtual image may be found 
as follows : A convex lens and screen are arranged at a fixed 
distance apart, and the distance of an object from the lens, 
so placed as to produce an image on the screen, is found. 
Then, if the lens and screen are placed so as to produce an 







iniage on the screen of a given virtual image, the position of 
this image is known. 

The focal length of the lens and its distance from the screen 
must be such as to allow it to get near enough to the virtual 
image in any case. 
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The accompanying diagram shows the way in which the 
arrangement is used to determine the position of the virtual 
image Q of an object, F, formed by a concave lens. 

Anodier method, similar in principle to this, for doing the 
same thing, ia to have, instead of convex lens and screen, 
a reading teleicope : this consists simply of a convex lens, 
a pair of cross-wires, taking the place of S, at which the image 
is to be formed, and a lens of ^ort focal length behind the 
cross-wires by which to see the image. 



EXAUPLES. 

I. A lioriMnital pItUe of j^Ua c^ in. thkk ii mider r deptb of v% 
ins. of water : to an eye looking verticall]i downward*, find how &t below 
tbe EorHice of the water a small spot on the under surface of tlie glass 
appears to be, the refractive indices of glass and water being i-6 and I'J, 

3. Tbe minimuin deviation of a ray of light produced by passing 
through a prism of angle 60° 6' 3C" Ls 42° 40* to' : Bhow how to nse tbes> 
results to determine the refractive index of the glass prism, and find it, 
having given — 

L sin S'" *4' = 9-89294. L sin 30° 4' ^ 9-69934. 
L sin 51° 23' = 9-89284, L sin 30°3' = 9-69963, 
1<^ 1-5610 = O'i9340, log 1-5600 = 019313. 
(Load. Int. Sd. Hons., tS36.) 

3. Taking the refractive index from air to glass as }, draw an accnrate 
picture of the path of a ray of monochromatic light, which falls at an 
mddence of 6o°ontbe&ce of a prism, whose vertical angle is 30°. (Science 
and Art Advanced, 1894.} 

4. Find the apparent position of a small object at the centre of a 
globe containing water, when seen by an eye outside ; the radius of the 
globe being 5 ins., and the refractive index of water \\. 

5. Given a double concave iens of 5 cms. thickness, the radii of curvature 
of its faces being 15 and zo cms. respectively r fiivl tbe position of the 
image of a point on the axis 34 cms. from the nearer &ce. (Lond. Int Sci. 
Hons., 1884.) 

6. A sm^ air-bubble in a sphere of glass 4 ins. in diameter, appears, 
when looked at so that the bubble and the centre of the sphere are in a 
line with the eye, to be I in. from the surlace ; what is its true distance ? 
(/i = 1-5.) (Lond. Int. Sci. Pass, 1SS7.) 

7. An object is 30 feel from a screen ; given two convex lenses 
respectively of 9 [ns. and iS ins. focal length, explain huw you will obtain 
(i) an erect and magoilied, (z) an inverted and magnified image of tbe 
object on tbe screen. (Lond. Int. Sci. Pass, iS36.) 
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CHAPTER IV. 

FOCAL LINES— ABERRATTON— CAUSTICS. 

We have considered, hitherto, cases of pencils reflected or 
refracted in such manners as to give, after reflexion or refrac- 
tion, pencils with definite pointfocL We shall now see that, 
in general, the reflected or refracted pencil will not have a 
focus, that is, there is no one point through which all its rays 
pass, even in the limit when the pencil is taken indefinitely 
narrow, as there is in the special cases we have considered. 
These cases, however, which are the easiest to consider, are at 
the same time the most important in their bearing on practical 
applications of optics. The property of the pencil, that it has 
no point-focus, is called astlgmatiBm. For an astigmatic 
pencil there are two regions, along its length, of maximum 
concentration of the rays, or of maximum intensity. These 
approximate, in the cases we shall have to consider, as the 
pencil is taken indefinitely narrow, to two straight lines in 
directions at right angles to each other and to the pencil. 
These lines are called focal Hues. It will be convenient to 
consider one ray of the pencil as the principal ray round 
which the others are clustered. The points in which the 
principal ray is met by the focal lines are called the focal 
points. An astigmatic pencil may be illustrated by a number 
of stretched threads all lying close together, but not passing 
through a. point, and made to pass through two straight slits 
at two different places along them, set at right angles to each 
other and to the general direction of the threads, care being 
taken that no thread is bent out of the straight line by the 
edge of a slit. It may happen, of course, that the focal lines 
of a pencil are virtual, so that they are lines through which the 
rays would pass if produced. 

Suppose an eye so placed as to receive pencils coming 
from a visible point after they have been rendered astigmatic 
by reflexion or refraction. These pencils will give no true 
geometrical image of the point And the assemblage of such 
pencils coming originally from the various points of an object 
give no true image of the object. Such a case is when an 
object is looked at under water obliquely to the surface, or 
when an object is viewed by oblique reflexion in a spherical 
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mirror. In such cases, as we know, a sort of image is seen ; 
but this will be more or less blurred — the images of the various 
points will be situated between the focal lines of the corre- 
sponding pencils. This ioiage will be more blurred the further 
apart the focal lines of each pencil are. The quantitieE of 
light coming from two neighbouring points of the object do 
not reach the eye as if they came from two distinct points, but 
will overlap and encroach upon each other, more or less, thus 
causing indistinctness. 

Suppose a straight line, as object, giving a series of astig- 
matic pencils (by reflexion or refraction) ; and suppose the 
image, of the sort above mentioned, formed by them, to come 
out a straight line parallel to the common direction of all the 
focal lines, of one sort, of the pencils. Then the result is that 
we have a straight line (the image) from all points of which 
rays proceed to the eye; and there are no rays, coming 
originally from the object, reaching the eye that do not pass 
through points on this straight line. There is, therefore, 
formed, in this case, a distinct image of the object, with no 
confusion, the image coinciding with the assemblage of focal 
lines, of one sort, of the pencfls which reach the eye. The 
various points of the image do not correspond, separately, 
with the various points of the object, so that if the various 
points of the object were to be distinguished from each other, 
since these have corresponding to them in the image short 
overlapping pieces, the image would be blurred ; but regarding 
the object merely as a straight line, the image also comes out 
a definite straight line, and the light proceeding from it to the 
eye may be regarded as an assemblage of pencils proceeding 
from its various points as from foci, although the light in any 
one of these pencils did not come from a single point of the 
object 

The appearance presented to an eye will depend upon 
where the eye is placed. For instance, we have seen what the 
appearance is in the case of an eye looking at a small object 
under water normally to the surface of the water. The image 
thus seen is the only true geometrical image of this object 
formed \yf rays refracted through the surface, or the only true 
image that can be seen by an eye looking at the object through 
the surface. But if the object is viewed obliquely to the surface, 
a confused image will be seen by means of astigmatic pencils ; 
and this imagd wUl be in a different position from the true 
image. 

Suppose a narrow pencil, with F as focus, to &11 on a plane 



78 Light. 

or spharical reflecdng or refracting surbce. Let P R be the 
principal my of the pencU. Let P O be normal to the surface. 
All the rays of the refected or refracted pencil (or deviated 
pencil) will meet P O. The section of this pencil by a plane 




through the point where P O is met by the deviated ray from 
R and perpendicular to this ray is a veiy elongated figure 
of 8, approximating to a straight line as the pencil becomes 
very narrow. Denote it by q^ This is called the eeoondary 
focal line. 

All the rays of the pencil which are in any plane through 
PO will converge to or diverge from a point in this plane. 
So that all the rays of the pencil, being situated in a s^es of 
planes through P 0, will conveige to or diverge irom a small 
straight line, q-^, at right angles to the plane P O R. This line 
is called the primary focal line. 

The plane P R is called the primary plane. 

The plane through the deviated ray from R at right angles 
to the primary plane is called the secondary plane. 

The primary and secondary focal lines are, then, at right 
angles to the primary and secondary planes. 

We shall now consider, in detail, some of the pencils 
formed by reflexion and refraction of pencils with point-foci, 
and find the positions of their focal lines. 

Reflexion at Plane Snrfeoe.— All the rays of a given 
pencil pass, after reflexion at a plane surface, accurately 
through the geometrical image of the focus of the given 
pencil. Thus no pencil will give a pencil having focal lines 
in this case. The reflected pencil will always have a point' 
focus. 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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Refraction at Plane Surface.— Let the pencU from P, 
with rays such as P R, P S, he refracted at a plane surface. 
The figure is drawn for refraction from a denser to a lifter 
medium. 

Draw P O normal to the surface. The secondary focal 
line, ^9 is on F O. 

To find the posi- 
tion of the primary 
focal line, q^, let us 
consider two n 
bouring rays PR, PS, 
in a plane with PO. 
Let the angles of 
cidence and refraction 
of these rays be 
I + di, r + dr. Let ^ 
be the index of refrac- 
tion. 

Let PR = « ; y,R 
= », ; ?,R = v^ 

Now, L RPS = di; 
L K?,S = dr. 




Thus di = f^^;dr = f^ 

But since sin » = ^ sin r, 
.". cos J di = ft. cos r dr, 
. cos' i _ fi. cos' r 



Again, OR = u sin *"= w, sin r. 

.*. fj = I1.U. 

From these results we have — 



Thus ^i is nearer to or further from the surface than q^ 
according as r is greater or less than t, that is, according as 
the refraction is into the lighter or denser medium. 

Reflexion at Spherical Snrfaoe.— Let C be the centre 
of the sphere. 

. U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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Let CO = R ; PR = « ; R?, = w, ; Ry, = »,. 
Let the angles of incidence and reflexion at R be «, 
^RCS =! ^ RPS + Z PRC - ^ CSP 
= ^RPS + 4PRft-4Z.PS?.. 




So ^IRCS = Z.R?iS + *Z.PS?, - UPR?i. 
.-. L RPS + ^ R^,S = 2i_ RCS ; 
- , RS cos i RS cos ( aRS 





;+?. = K 


Let L RCy, = 


:«. 




Th=n« »»(»-■■); 
w sin tf ' 




R sin(« + ,) 




I-, sin tf 



i^"*"a ^ R ■ 
Or this may be proved as follows ; — 

A R?,P = A R?.C + A RCP ; 
.•. v^ sin zi = K-jR sia i + R» sin /; 

L)in;«.,C00'^lc 



Refraction at Bpherical Surface. — Let the angles of 
incidence and refraction at R and Sbe t, r, i + di, r-^dr. 




LetCO = R; PR = »; R?, = w.j Ry, = v, 

Thenji = PSC-PRC 

= RPS-RCS; 

dr = ?,SC - ftRC 

= R?,S - RCS. 

Thus<ft-=^icos^'-5S; 



, flCOS° 



. _ RS cos r RS 

But sin /= ^ sin r; 
,'. cos * di = II. cos r dr. 

/i cos' r [i I 



R 



Let^RCO = A 

» sin 9 

R _ sin {$ - r) 
Vt sin fl ' 



= cos (' - cot sin /■ ; 



Multiply the second of these equations by ft ; subtract the 
first from it, and divide by R, and we Ret — ,- , 

L>,n.^,.C,OOglc 
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_ fi cos r - 



Or this may be proved as follows : — 

A RCP = A RC?, + A R?,P ; 
.'. R« sin ( = Ri', sin r + »», sin ii—r). 
Divide by iwR sin r, and lemember ^r— = /». Thns— 



An astigmatic pencil may be prodnced by reflexi<m or 
refraction of a pencil already astigmatic ; and we may require 
to know the fb<^ lines of the pencil so produced. 




Suppose a pencil with focus P to pass through a plate 
of glass of index ft. Let the pencil after incidence at RS 
have the focal lines ?*, and ^, Let this pencil emerge at T U. 
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Let F M N be the nonnal to the plate, or the axis, through P. 
AU the rays incident at TU come from points on die axis 
at ^e so that they will go on after emergence firom points 
on the axis. Thus a focd line, the secondary, will be formed 
on the axis at q^ 

All the rays of the pencil in any plane containing the 
axis, that is, coming from any given point of /„ will proceed, 
after emergence, from some point in this plane. The position 
of this point we may calculate from that of 4\ by a formula 
already given at p. 79 for refraction at a single surface. The 
assembl^ of such points in all the planes through the axis, 
and containing the various points of ^„ will be the primary 
focal line ft. 

Let i and r be the angles of incidence and refraction at R, 
and of refraction and incidence at T. Then we have — 



And— 

T^i = R^, + TR = p!^^^.. RP + -i— ; 
' "^ cos" ( cos r 

,.T(,,.RP+t^; 
' )i. cos* r 

And— 

Tft=^T^. 

= 1(R?', + TR) 

= RP^ — i — 

/icos r 

If the thickness of the plate may be neglected, Tft = T?,. 
Thus in this case q^ and q^ coincide, and the emergent pencil 
has a point-focus. Thus by refraction through a thin plate 
a true geometrical image is practically formed. 

Suppose a pencil to be refracted through a prism very 
near to its edge, and in a plane of principal section. Let the 
angles of incidence and refraction at the first and second faces 
be (, r; r", V. Let P, the focus of the pencil before entering 
the prism, be at distance » from the edge. 

At the first refraction let the focal lines ^^ ^, be formed 
at distances i/^j ^% from the edge. The pencil having these . 
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focal lioes undergoes refraction at the second sur&ce, and 
ve wish to investigate the form of the pencil so produced. 




{/, is an assemblage of points in the plane of the paper. 
A pencil going from one of these points tn the direction ^, S 
has, after refraction at S, a secondary focal line q^. All the 
rays of the given pencU from any one point of ^, must, 
since they are in a plane at right angles to that of the paper, 
after refraction, meet in a point of ^» Thus aU the rays from 
all the points of ^t meet in points in the plane of the paper 
at qr Thus q^ is the secondary focal line of out astigmatic 
pencil after refraction at S. Thus this focal line depends 
only on the position of ^g, and not on that of ^, ; and has 
the same position as that of a pencil with focus at /, 

In the same way the rays from the various points of f'o 
which is at right angles to the plane of the paper, give, by 
their intersection after refraction, the various points of ?„ the 
primary focal line, and this is the same as that of a pencil 
with focus at ^|. 

We can thus find the positions of f, and f*. By the 
formuhe at p. 79 — 
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For the pencil at emei^ence to diverge from a point, we 
must have Vi = v. Thus we must have i = i', r = r', or 
the pencil must be in the position of minimum deviation. In 
this case the distance of its focus at emergence from the edge 
is u. These results coincide with what we have already seen 
at p. 63. 

Fenotl pasaing obllqaely and oentrioEiUy through 
Thin Lena.— When a penal passes centricalty, as F R S T, that 




is, so that the part R S in the lens passes through the centre, 
it is undeviated. Foi a thin lens, the points R, S correspond 
with each odier and with the centre ; and we may suppose 
distances to be measured &om any of these three points 
indifferently. 

Let the surfaces of the lens have radii R, S ; and let fi 
be the index of refraction. Let the pencil P R S T have P 
for focus, and be inclined at an angle, 1, to the axis of the lens ; 
and let r be angle of refraction into the lens. Suppose this 
pencil has, on entering the lens, the focal lines /„ ?'i i and 
on emergence the focal lines ^„ ^, 

Let RP = »; R^i = ffi'; R^^, = Vt; S^i = »i; S?« = e^ 

Then we have — 



f*co8'r 



It cosr 
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And since the indes of leiiaction out of the lens is - 
cos? / cos* r _ ^ cos i — cos r 

Or— 

cos* i ft cos* r cos ' — fi cos r 
~, Vi~~ S 

Adding and dividing by cos* /, we get — 

I I jt cosr— cos iV 1 i\ 

Vi~ u~ cos' i \ R S / ' 
Again — 

11 I 11 cos r — cos I 



and i - ^ = ^°^ ' ~ ^-^-'' ■ 

Vt V,' S ' 

.•.i-i = (,.co,r-cos0(^-i)- 

When I is small, cos' i is very nearly equal to unity, and the 
difieience between Vi and vj is very smalL Thus the focal 
lines are veiy near together, and a good approximation to a 
geometrical image is obtained for points near the axis. 

In this case, i and r being small quantities of the first order, 
cos / and cos r differ &om unity by small quantities of the 
second order. So that we have the equations, correct to 
small quantities of the first order, — 

Thus the distance of the image is given, to the first order 
of small quantities, by the ordinary formula — 

When a broad pencil of light, with a focus P, is reflected 
or refracted at a spherical surface, die rays do not, after re- 
flexion or refraction, all pass through the same point. If the 
pencil is made indefinitely narrow and along the axis, that is, 
the radius through P of the surface, the rays do converge, 
after reflexion or refraction, to a definite point Q on the axis. 
In the same way, a broad pencil with a point P on the axis of 
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a lens as focus will not, after refraction through the lens, have 
all its ra;^s passing through a single point But if the pencil 
is made indefinitely narrow and ^ong the axis, it will have a 
definite focus, Q, aitei refiraction. 

The fact that, as the pencil is made broader, its rays pass 
further away from Q, the focus conjugate to P, is odled 
aberration of the rays. It is due to the special shape of the 
surface at which the rays are deviated ; and for spherical 
surfaces it is called Bpherical aberration. 

The aberration of a ray proceeding from a point P on 
the axis is the distance of the point at which it cuts the axis 
after deviation from Q, the conjugate focus of P. 

When the ray from P is taken indefinitely close to the 
axis, the point of its ultimate intersection with the axis after 
deviation is Q. So that such a ray has no aberration. 

The aberration of a pencil is the greatest aberration of 
its rays. 

We shall now consider the aberration of the rays, in certain 
' cases, in small direct 
pencils ; that is, the prin- 
cipal ray of the pencil will 
be supposed normal to 
the surface, and any other 
ray very nearly normal. 

Pencil re&acted at 
Plane Surface. — Let ^ 
be the index of refiaction. 
Let PN the normal fi'oro 
P on the surface = «. Let 
the ray PK after refiraction at R meet the surface in f, so 
that N? = tf. And let NR =y. Then- 
sin RPN = jii an RjjN, 
.-. R? = /I sin RP ; 

Thus approximately — 

Approximately if = fm; and putting this value in the 
small term in f, we get — 
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This result is correct as far as the third power of^, that is, 
if we agree to neglect the fourth and higher powers. For if 
a more exact value of if were obtained, the next term would 
contain y. 

The point to which the rays convei^ when y is made 
indefinitely small is the focus conjugate to F ; and we see, as 
before, that it is given by — 

The aberration of the ray R^ is — 

¥■ '« 

The aberration is bom or towards the surface according 
as fi is > or < I. 

This investigation and those which follow show more dearly 
how, as the ray approaches nearer to the axis, the point at 
which it intersects the axis after deviation approaches to a 
definite limiting position. 

To find where a Bay reflected at a Spherical Bnrface, 
and olOBs to the Axis of the Borfaoe, meets the Surface 




after Eeflexion.— Let the ray P R after reflexion at R 
intersect the axis in ?. Let CO = R. Let OP = « ; 0? = j/. 
Let the perpendicular from R on OC = j>. 
Since RC bisects the angle PR^ — 

PR:R^ = PC:C?; 
.■- PR.Q = Ry.PC. 

Gooi^lc 



Now PR" . PC + CR" + aPC . CR cos RCO; 
And sin RCO = J. 

.-.cosRCO.v'.-f. 

= I - -^ approximately. 

.-. PR« = («-R)- + R' + 2(»-R)r(i -^,) 



= « 



.•. PR = «< '""(b ~~)l' approximately. 
Similarly — 

Thus we get — 

<'^-M-ii-l)i]-<''-^y\'-ii-l')S\- 

Divide by wi/R, and we get — 

(M){-(H)a=(H){-(K-?)^}^ 

SubstLtuting in the last term the approximate value of -. 
got by neglecting this term, we get — 

</ + » R^Vr «/ R 
Ifz/isthedistancefromOofQitlie focus conjugate to F — 

"P V \K uJ R" 

Coo'^lc 
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To find where a Bay re&acted at a Spherical 
Surface, and close to the Axis of the Sorfaoa, meets 
Uie Aiis after Refraction.— Let the ray P R be refracted so 




as to meet the Eods P A in Q*. Let Q be the limitiDg position 
of Q* when R is indefinitely close to A. Let AO = R ; 
AP = «; AQ = »; AQ' = »'. Let AR be a very small 
distance, and =y. 
Then we have— 

/tOQ'.RP = OP. RQ'. 

Now RP = R' + (a - R)» + ar(a - R) cos ^ 

= R» + (« - R)' + aR(« - R) (i - ^>), nearly, 

= «"-(«-R)g. 

i^-a-^)S}- 

Thus— 

.,.-.).{. -(i-:)a=<«-4-a-^)a- 

u:n;K.i. Google 
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Dividing by b^'R, we get — 

••'J u R Ar v'J\K u}\i/ u/2- 
Substitute for z/ in the small term containing jf from tbe 
approicimate equation — 



TTius we get — 

j/ u~ K ^,xnR u) \u^ R u) 2 

;t- I u-i /i _ ly/ 1 j^+n y 

R "^ ^» Vr a/' ^R « y a' 

To find the Aberration of a Ra7 passing with Small 
Excenttioity through a Thin Lena.— Let P B A be the axis 
of the lens; R and S the radii of its front and back surfaces. 




Let PRS Tbe the coarse of the ray. LetSRandTS pro- 
duced meet the axis in Q,, Q, at distances ih, v^ from the lens. 
Let A R, and therefore £ S, nearly = y. 
Then we have — 



■ = t:: 
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This equation connects », v^, and R. To find a similar 
equadoD connecting v^ Vi, and S, notice diat a rajr along T S 
proceeding to Qg, would, on re&action at the surface R S, 
proceed to Qi- Thua in the above we have to replace «, Vj, 
and R by —Vx — v„ and — S ; or we may change all signs and 
write Vt, Va and S. Thus we get — 

Vi vi S n' \S VtJ VS V, J 2' 

Subtracting, we get — 

-(^4)■(^^-^)K■ 

If i» is the limiting value of v„ we have — 

j-;=(''-')(a-§)- 

We may use the approximate value of v, got from this in 
the term containing _>>* ; and write — 

i_i = (,_„(i-£)+t^{(i-£)-(i-'4i) 

The aberration of the ray ST is — 

The aberration for a ray parallel to the axis is got by 
putting a = a> ; V =/; and is — 

fi' [R* \S /J \S / Ji 2 
R and S can be so chosen, subject to the condition thai 

the lens shall have a given focal length, as to make the 

numerical value of this aberration a minimum. 

If /I = f, as is approximately the case for crown glass, the 

lens which will produce least aberration in a parallel pencil 

along the axis is such that S = — 6R. Such a lens is called a 

eroaed lens. 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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It would be possible so to choose the values of R and S 
for a lens of given focal length as to make the above ex- 
pression, for the aberration of a ray from any point on the 
aiis, vanish for certain values of u. The corresponding object- 
points are called aplanatlc foci of the lens. Such a lens, 
it would be found, must have one surface convex and the 
other concave. An ordinary conveiging lens, with both 
surfaces convex, or with one pkne, always produces a positive 
aberration ; and a diverging lens, with both surfaces concave, 
or with one plane, always produces a negative aberration. It 
will be useful to notice that what these conclusions come to 
is this : any ordinary lens will produce aberration in such a 
manner that its marginal portions will behave like a lens of 
numerically shorter focal length than its central portion. 

Suppose we hare a pencil K S ^ reflected or refracted at a 
surface, so that Q? is its aberration. Take two rays.T^, V^, 







in the plane with R ^, S ? intersecting the axis in ^, and meeting 
these rays in h k. Then h k disappears when the rays T /, U ^ 
lie on the axis, or when they coincide with R ^, S ^. So that for 
some intermediate position of T /, U ^, ^ li is a maximum. Let 
the figure represent this position. Then a' circle on ^i as 
diameter, and at right angles to the axis, is the least area through 
which the entire pencil passes. This circle is called the least 
oircle of aberration. 

Suppose we take a series of normal sections to a very 
narrow astigmatic pencil, between its focal lines, the direction 
of these being at right angles to each other. As the section 
passes from the first to the second focal line, its breadth- >a the 
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direction of the first focal line diminishes to zero, and its 
breadth in the direction of the second focal line increases from 
zera Thus in some position this section will have equal 
breadths in the directions of the two focal lines. This section 
is called the oirele of least confusion of the pencil 

When an image of an object is seen by astigmatic pencils, 
we may regard the image as being the assemblage of all the 
circles of least confusion of the pencils. 

The position and diameter of the circle of least confiisioa 
may be easily found. Let the orthogonal section of the pencil 




at A have breadths in the primary and secondary plane 
HK = a ; MN = ^. Let A^, = », ; A?, = », Let O be the 
centre of tiie circle of least concision hmkn. And let AO = x. 
Then— 

hk X — Vj 



x(avj + 6vf) = (a + i)viVi, 
( a + ^ )ViV3 



Again- 



Let us consider a broad pencil of light undergoing re- 
flexion or refraction at a spherical surface. Consider the 
reflected or refracted rays which lie close to one plane through 
the axis — the phine of the paper. These rays do not meet in 




one point in the plane. But any assemblage of them making 
up a small astigmatic pencil, such as R S, will converge to a 
primary focal Une, ?„ at 
right angles to the plane. 
Thus ?! is the re^on of 
maximum concentration 
of the light in the pencil 
RS. The various little 
astigmatic pencils made 
up of the rays we are con- 
sidering give rise to a 
series of primary focal 

lines, ?!, ?,', q", etc, ar- [ 

ranged along a curve in Fre.j8. 

the plane. This curve is 

a region of maximum illumination or of maximum concentra- 
tion of the rays of the reflected or refracted pencil ; it is the 
locus of the intersections of the successive rays in the plane. 
The curve is called a catiBtic curve. 

Considering the whole of the reflected or refracted pencil, 
we see that there is a surface which is a region of maximum 
illumination. This surface may be got by rotating the caustic 
curve about the axis. It is called a caiutio atirfaoe. 

A caustic by reflexion may be shown by placing a strip of 
bright metal hent into the form of a circular arc on a sheet of 
white paper, and so that a strong light, such as the light from 
the sun, may fall on the inner surface. The reflected light will 
give a caustic on the sheet of paper. 

Another example of the caustic of a circle is the bright 
curve that may be seen on the top of a cup of tea by reflexion 
of light from the mstde of the cup. 

CatiBtlo formed by Parallel Rays reflected at 
Cylindrical Mirror. — Suppose paraUel light ^Is on a con- 
cave mirror in the form of a portion of a cylinder, the light 
being at right angles to the axis of the cylinder. 

lit any ray, Q R, meet the surfcice atR (Fig. 79), JoinR 
to O, the centre of the circular section of the cylinder through 
Q R. Bisect O R at T. Describe a circle with O T as radius^ 
and another on T R as diameter, having centre O', Let the 
latter circle be met by the reflected ray from R in P j and draw 
O F parallel to Q R. Then— 

^LPCT = 2Z_PRO' = 2Z.TOF. 
And O'T = JOT ; 
.-. arc TP = arc TF. 

L)in;« ..Google 



96 Light. 

Thus if the circle R P T rolls od the circle T F, the point of 
R P T which is in one position of it in coincidence with F will 
trace out a curve on which P is a point The line R P touches 




this curve at P. For at any instant the circle R P T is turning 
about its point of contact T with T F, and thus the direction of 
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motion of P, or of the curve through P, is at right angles to 
*T P, that is, along P R. This curve, therefore, is touched by 
all the reflected rays such as R P It is therefore the caustic 
formed by these rays. The 
curve is an eftcydoid. 

Caastic, formed by 
Kefraction at a Surface, 
of Rays coming firom a 
Point (/i < i).— We have 
in this case a virtual caustic. 
We can find the geometrical 
form of it by the following 
device. 

Let PR be an incident 
ray. Draw PN normal to 
the surface, and produce it, 
making NS = PN. Let the 
refracted ray produced backward meet PS in O, and the 
circle, throi^h P, R. S, in L. 

Then, since LO bisects the angle PLS— 




SL + LP _ SP . 



SL + LP = SP.: 



Now, LOP is equal to the angle of reflraction at R ; and 
OLP = RSP = RPS = angle of incidence. 



Thus the locus of L is an ellipse ; and the refracted ray is 
always a normal to this ellipse. The caustic is touched by all 
the normals to the ellipse ; that is, it is the evolute of the 
ellipse. 
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CHAPTER V, 
COMPOSITE CHARACTER OF LIGHT. 

Newton's Experiment. — Newton showed, by the 
following experiment, that the light from the sun, or, as a rule, 
from any source of illumination, is not simple in character, but 
composite, consisting of various sorts of simple light, which 
differ from each other in colour and in their degrees of 
refrangibility by a given refracting substance. 

Sunlight is allowed to enter a darkened room through a 
small hole, O, in a shutter, and to fall on a white screen. 




The light may be direct from the sun, or reflected by a mirror. 
An im^e of the sun would be formed on the screen at S, as in 
a camera obscura. Now a prism is interposed in the path of 
the rays, so as to deviate them and cause the image to be 
formed at another part of the screen, at S'. 

It is noticed about this image — 

(i) That it is considerably elongated in the direction at 
T^ht angles to the edge of the prism. 

(a) That it is brilliantly coloured with all the colours of the 
rainbow, from red in the least deviated portion to violet in the 
most deviated. 

The colours through which the image passes from red to 
violet are innumerable in variety of tints. Newton considered 
them to be seven in number, namely, red, orange, yellow, green, 
blue, indigo, violet. 
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The variegated image thus produced by the sun's light is 
called a solar spectrum. 

If a coloured screen is used to receive the image, the 
spectrum will not be complete, some of the colours appearing 
in their proper places, that is, where they would be on a white 
screen, but the rest of die screen being unilluminated, or, at the 
most, comparatively dark. The screen will be illuminated in 
that portion only of the spectrum which corresponds to its 
own colour. Thus a screen of pure red will only sliow illumina- 
tion in the red part of the spectrum, The colour of a screen 
nnay, however, not be the same as any one of the colours of 
the spectrum. In that case it is made up of more than one, 
and it will show illumination in more than one part of the 
spectrum, or, in an extended part' This is the case with the 
great majority of substances, there being few substances in 
nature whose colours are simple. 

A substance will, then, be illuminated by light of its own 
colour only ; or of such colours as its colour contains, if its 
colour is composite. And we infer that a white screen 
contains all the colours in the solar spectrum, that is, thai 
white is made up of all these colours. Further, since these 
are all the simple colours that can be obtained from the sun's 
light, it follows that the sun's light is composed of light of all 
the colours that go to make up white, and in the right pro- 
portions, or is white light. 

In the spectrum formed as described above, since the light 
passes by imperceptible variations through the various degrees 
of refrangibility, and since the light of any definite colour 
would form an image of finite dimensions, it follows that the 
images of various colours encroach upon or overlap each other. 
Thus the illumination at any point of the spectrum is not 
produced by light of one simple kind, but by lights of all 
degrees of refrangibility between certain limits. The spectrum 
so produced is said to be an impure one. 

Pure Spectrum. — A pure spectrum is one in which the 
light at each point is simple or of a definite refrangibility. To 
obtain a pure spectrum, the aperture used to admit the light 
must be a very narrow slit, A (Fig. 83) ; there is generally some 
arrangement for adjusting the width of it A lens, L, is used to 
produce an image, B, of the slit on a screen. A prism, P, is 
placed between the lens and the screen, with its edge parallel to 
the slit, and rotated till the deviated image of A is.in the position 
of minimum deviation. Since there is not very much difference I 
in the deviations produced in the images formed by the v^ou^ 
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kinds of light, they will all be practically in their positions of 
minimum deviation for the same position of the prism. The 
prism now forms at C, with the light of any simple Idnd, a real 
image of the slit, at the same distance from itself as B was. 







The screen is then placed to receive the spectrum produced 
at C, the assemblage of all the deviated images of the slit, 
its distance from the prism being made the same as the 
distance of B from the prism. 

On account of the finite width of the slit, there will still be 
more or less overlapping of the images at C. But the slit can 
be made extremely narrow, so that the spectrum obtained will 
be, for all practical purposes, a pure one. 

The light at any point of the pure spectrum, being quite 
simple or of a definite refrangibility, is called homogeneous, or 
monochromatic. The composition of light cannot be inferred 
from its colour, for two lights precisely alike in appearance 
may each be composed of monochromatic constituents such 
that those in the one light are entirely different from those in 
the other ; and a monochromatic colour may be exactly 
matched by a combination of other colours all quite different 
from it. 

A pnre spectrum may also be obtained by letting the light 
from the slit fall first on the prism set in the position of 
minimum deviation, and then letting it fall on a lens which 
will produce an image of the slit formed by the light of each 
separate colour; a screen being set to receive these images 
which constitute the spectrum. The diagram (Fig. 84) shows 
this arrangement. 

. The simplest way, however, to see a pure spectrum is to 
et the eye itself bring to a focus the rays of each colour 
■ proceeding from the slit and refracted through^ ll^e prism. 
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That is, in the above diagram, the lens or the eye takes the 
place of the lens, and the letina takes the place of the screen. 
Let the slit be at the distance of most distinct vision from the 




eye, the prism placed before the eye with its edge parallel to 
the slit Turn the prism till the image, oi series of coloured 
images, of the slit is at the position of minimum deviatioD. 
These images are now also at the distance of most distinct 
vision. The eye, being focussed on them, will see a pure 
spectrum. 

When a composite ray of light is refracted, the constituent 
rays are deviated by different amounts. This is called dis- 
persion of the light ; and the angle between two given rays 
after deviation is called the dispersion of the two rajrs. 

Let /:!„ ^ ^ be the indices of refraction of a given medium 
for the extreme red and violet rays, and for the rays of mean 
refrangibility. Let D„ D„ D be the minimum deviations 
which would be produced in these rays by a prism of the 
substance of very small refracting angle, i. Then — 

D = 0. - I),-. 
Then the ' limiting ratio of dispersion to deviation is 
D, - D, . IK - II. 

— j^ — , and this is equal to — ZT^' 

This fraction is called the disperaiTe power of the 
substance. 

Reoompositlon of White Light — If the colours into 
which white light has been broken up by dispersion be 
recombined, white light will again be produced. This can 
be done in several ways. 

I. A prism exactly like that used to produce dispersion may 
be placed to receive the light just as it leaves the first, having 
its faces parallel to those of the first, and its refracting '^8^1 ^ 
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turned the other way. Then every ray wilt be deviated by 
this prism just as much as it was by the first, and in the 
opposite sense. Thus any composite ray is dispersed by 
the first prism, and the rays into which it is broken up are 
brought into parallelism by the second. Suppose a pencil, 
A B C D, to pass through the two prisms, and the emerging 
light to fall on a screen at ahed. Take the two extremes, 




A B, C D, of the pencil. The ray A B gives rise to a series of 
rays falling on the screen from a to b, and giving the light 
which varies from red to violet as we pass from a to b. The 
tay C D gives rise, in the same way, to light on the screen 
varying from red to violet as we pass from £ to d. And 
similarly for intermediate rays. All the portion from b to c 
will be illuminated with rays of all colours, and will appear 
white. In the boundary portion a b, the colours of the spectrum 
successively disappear as we pass from b to a, the violet being 
first wanting just beyond b, then as we go on towards a the blue 
at well as the violet, and so on, tiil at a the extreme red only 
remains. This edge of the illuminated area is thus coloured 
with a reddish tinge. In the same way in the other edge, cd, 
the colours of the spectrum successively disappear as we pass 
from c to d, the red going first. The edge is coloured a 
bluish-green. 

2. If the light from the dispersing prism is received on a 
convex lens or a concave mirror, and then brought to a focus 
on a screen placed so that it and the prism are at conjugate 
foci, the colours will be recombined on the screen, and give 
rise to white light, at any rate in the middle of the portion 
they illuminate. 

3. If a cardboard disc be coloured in sectors with the 
colours of the spectrum, and then spun rapidly about its 
centre, the appearance will be whitish, on account of the per- 
sistence of the visual impressions produced by the colours. 
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DiBpenion prodaced by Lens. — Suppose a small object 
to be illuminated by white light ; and let a lens be used to 
fonn an image of the object. If the light proceeding &om 
the object were of one simple colour, the substance of the lens 
would have a definite reactive index for it, and the image 
would be formed in a definite position. But the indices of 
reftaction are different for the different colours ; the rays of 
various colours will be variously deviated; and a series 
of images, of various colours, will be formed, at slightly 
different distances &om the lens. 

This property of the lens, whereby the rays do not con- 
verge to a definite focus, but are spread out according to their 
colours, even when only a small portion of the lens round the 
axis is used, is called ohromatio aberration. 

The diagram shows the way in which the rays of various 
colours, which have fallen on a lens from a luminous or visible 




point, P, proceed on leaving the lens, giving rise to a series of 
coloured conjugate foci, or images of F, ranged along the 
axis from Q, the red, to Q, the violet, image; Q, being 
nearest to the tens for the case drawn, because the violet rays 
are most refrangible. 

This effect may be shown in the following way : Hold a 
white screen so as to receive the image of P. When the 
screen is held at Q„ an image of P wiU be formed on it of 
the violet rays. The other sets of rays will not yet have come 
to a focus, but will be spread out, and especially the red rays. 
The image formed of P will have an edge that is badly defined, 
and coloured with a reddish tinge. When the screen is held 
at Q„ an image is formed of the red rays ; the other sets of 
rays have all passed their foci, and will be spreading oat, 
especially the violet. The image will have a badly defined 
edge coloured with a bluish-green tinge. The best image will ^ 
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be formed somewhere between Q, and Q„ where there is 
least chromatic aberration of die rays. 

Chromatic aberration is a serious difficulty in the use of 
lenses, and we must consider how this difficulty has to be 
overcome. Chromatic aberration is produced in a lens in this 
way ; An excentrical ray which falls on the lens passes into and 
out of the lens at points where the surfaces are not parallel. 
The ray is thus deviated by the portion of the lens through 
which it passes, in just the same way as it would be deviated 
by a prism. And it undergoes dispersion just as it would on 
passing through a prism. If the rays could be deviated with- 
out dispersion, that is, so as all to be brought to the same 
focus, there would be no chromatic aberration. The problem, 
then, is to produce deviation by refraction without dispersion. 
It will be simpler, first, to consider how this may be done with 
prisms. 

Suppose a prism of a given sort of glass to produce dis- 
persion in a parallel pencil of light, the prism being set to 
produce minimum deviation. Let the light, after passing 
through this prism, fall on a second one set with its edge 
parallel to that of the first, and turned to produce deviation 
in the opposite direction, and so as also to produce minimum 
deviation of the light which falls upon it. Let the second 
prism be of the same material as the first Then if it is made 
so as just to cut out the dispersion produced by the first, or to 
bring the rays into parallelism again, it must have the same 
refracting angle as the first. And, having the same refracting 
angle, it will also just cut out the deviation produced by the 
first prism. In this way, then, we can only destroy the dis- 
persion at the expense of all the deviation. It remains to be 
seen whether with prisms of different substances we can do 
otherwise. 

Newton inferred, from the limited number of experiments 
which he made, that it was impossible to combine two prisms 
to produce deviation without dispersion ; that is, that when- 
ever a beam of light passed through two prisms so as to 
emerge colourless, it also emerged parallel to its old direction. 
This would mean, for prisms of small angles, that the disper- 
sion is always proportional to the deviation, whatever the 
substance of the prism ; or that the dispersive powers of all 
substances are the same. We know now that this conclusion 
is not correct for all substances. If, for example, we use a 
crown-glass prism and a flint-glass prism, and they are made to 
produce equal deviations, theflint will produce more dispersion 
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for two given rays; or, if they are made to produce equal 
dispersions, the crown will produce more deviation. In flint 
glass, in fiu;t, the ratio of dispersion to deviation is greater 
Uian in crown, or flint glass has a greater dispersive power than 
crown. A prism of crown and a prism of flint glass could, 
then, be made and arranged so that the flint would cut out 
all the dispersion produced by the crown, but leave in some of 
the deviation. In this way is solved the problem of producing 
deviation in a pencil of light, by means of prisms, without 
producing dispersion. 

In what has been said we must, in strictness, be supposed 
to refer to the dispersion of two rays, say the extreme red and 
violet For if these two rays be brought together in such a 
combination of prisms as that just described, it does not follow 
that the other rays will be combined with them. The disper- 
sions between the various pairs of rays do not bear quite the 
same ratios in the two substances. Thus when the red and 
the violet are brought together, another ray, say the mean 
yellow, will not be brought quite into coincidence with them. 
The prisms producing the same dispersion between red and 
violet do not produce quite the same dispersion between red 
and yellow. Supposing, then, that the light came from a slit 
parallel to the edges of the prisms, there wiU be formed on 
the screen an image of the slit which is slightly coloured, the 
colours on one side consisting of a combination of colours 
from the two ends of the spectrum, and those on the other of 
a combination of colours from the middle. The appearance 
thus produced on the screen is called a secondary spectrum. 
This is much less coloured and spread out than the primary 
spectrum. 

The ^t which gives rise to secondary spectra, that the 
dispersions between the various pairs of rays in diflerent 
reacting substances are not proportional, is called irration- 
ality of dispersion. 

We may use prisms of three diflerent substances, so as to 
recombine three different rays of the spectrum, say red, yellow, 
and violet The appearance then produced on the screen 
would present very little colour indeed. It would be a 
tertiary speotmiiL 

With a combination of prisms, say of two, we may use a 
very narrow slit and a lens to get the spectrum produced by 
white light on a white screen, just as was done with a single 
prism. We should then have resulting a pure secondary 
spectrum. We should have the images formed by red and 
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vittlet lights superposed (these being the colours brought 
together) ; and side by side with these the images resulting 
from other combinations of pairs of colours, the whole being 
spread out only a very little way over the screen. As the slit 
is made broader, the image will become white ia the middle, 
the edges only being coloured, one of them with colours from 
the two ends of the primary spectrum, the other with colours 
from the middle. 

A combination of prisms or lenses which produces a colour- 
less image is said to be an achromatic combination. 

We have next to consider the questbn of making a 
combination of lenses which shall be achromatic. Now, such 
a combination may be required to be achromatic in one of 
two distinct ways. We shaJl, in all cases, begin by supposing 
that the lenses have a common axis. 

1. The combination may be made achromatic for images 
formed by centrical pencils. Then the images of a viable 
point, formed by such small pencils of the various colours, 
must all be superposed at another point If the lenses are 
separated by appreciable distances, that the pencils may be 
centrical for all, it is clear that point and image must be on the 
common axis. If the lenses are of inconsiderable thickness 
and in contact, the same oblique pencil can be approximately 
centrical for all. In this case points close to, but not on, the 
axis would also have formed of them achromatic images by 
means of centrical pencils. A combination of lenses to be used 
to form an image on a screen requires to be made achromatic 
in this sense ; so also do the object-glasses of microscopes 
and of ordinary telescopes, for it is centrical pencils that are 
used in all these cases. 

2. The combination may be made achromatic Jor gxcenirtcai 
pemils, that is, so that a ray of light passing excentrically through 
the lenses may have its various constituents emerging parallel, 
and therefore, practically, in coincidence. This is necessary 
for a combination of lenses which is to be looked through ; for 
an eye sees the various points of an object through various 
parts of the lens, and thus by excentrical pencils. Compound 
eye-pieces of microscopes and telescopes have to be made 
achromatic in this sense. 

We shall now consider how a lens may be made which 
will form a real image of an object, and bring together the red 
and the violet rays by which it is formed. 

Suppose we have a point, P, illuminated by white light, on the 
axis of a convex lens of crown glass. The rays from P along 
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PR will undergo dispersion, the red 
being least deviated, and the violet 
most J so that the red ray will take the 
course P R S Qn and 'he violet the 
course PRTQ^ Now, behind the 
crown lens let a concave one of flint 
glass be- placed, having the same axis 
as the first The rays S Q„ T Q, will 
be deviated away from the axis, and 
the latter will be the more deviated; 
so that they may, by a suitable com- 
bination of lenses, be brought to meet 
the axis in the same point Q. For a 
combination of two lenses to produce 
a focus which is achromatic for two 
colours, conjugate to a point F on 
the axis, its focal length must be the 
same for both colours, and thus it will 
produce achromatic conjugate foci for 
all points on the axis. 

Now, suppose the focal length of 
the lenses so chosen as to produce an 
achromatic image, Q, of the point P on 
the axis. Then if P is taken at the 
same distance as before from the 
common centre, but now a little off 
the axis, its images Q„ Q„ formed by 
the first lens, will be at the same dis- I 
tances from the centre as before, for 
the distance of image and object are 
connected by the same formula — 



V » / 
whether the line joining them is the 
axis br is slightly inclined to the axis. 
And these points, Q„ Q,, will give 
images on the line joining them to the 
centre, all together, and at the same 
distance as before. Thus in this case, 
too, the image of P is achromatic And 
the combination will form an achro- 
matic image of a small object on the 
axis. 
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It should be noticed that this combioation, having a centre 
and a focus, may be treated as a single lens for purposes 
of graphic construction, detenuination of magnification, and 
so on. 

Condition of Achromatisia for a Combination of 
Two Thin LenssB for Pencils passing oentrically and 
close to the Axis. — Suppose< two lenses combined as just 
described, their thicknesses being inconsiderable. To be 
achromatic for two colours, their combined focal lengths for 
each of the colours must be the same. Let the two colours 
have refractive indices ^ ^ in the first lens \ and f^, ;i,' in the 
secdnd. L«t the four radii of curvature of the lenses be r„ 
h i '"•> J'a- Let the focal lengths of the first lens for the two 
colours be /„ // ; and of the second /„ /,'. Let the focal 
lengths of the combination for the two colours be F, F'. 
Then— 

But F - F-. 

.-. o = (v-i -/*.)( ^^ - 7J + f^' - f^^ ( F, - i ) = 



Or, by ihe differential calculus, since focal length, F, of 
the combination is given by — 



the differential of this, in passing to another refractive index, 
must vanish. 
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If we require to And what leases will make a combination 
achromatic for two given colours, and having a given focal 
length, F, for them, this condition and the equation — 

are sufficient to give us/i and/j. 

The above condition of achromatism is that the sum of 
the products for the two lenses of dispersive powers and 
reciprocals of focal lengths shall be zero. 

For a similar combination of three lenses to be achromatic 
for two given colours, we would get a similar condition in 
three terms. Having the three focal lengths at disposal, we 
can make them satisfy another condition, so that we can make 
the combination achromatic for one of the two given colours 
and a third. So that with three lenses of different substances 
we can make a combination achromatic for three colours. 

In general, with any number of thin lenses combined as 
above, the condition for achromatism for two colours may be 
written— 

JL- _ 
'?} 

Suppose there are n lenses ; then, if we choose n colours 
by taking them two and two, we can get n — i independent 
equations, of which the above is a type. These, with the 
equation among the/'s for the focal length of the combination, 
are n equations, from which to find the «/'s. Thus, with « 
lenses we can recombine n colours. 

The number of independent conditions among the/'s ia 
limited as follows : Suppose there are, for example, three 
colours, red, yellow, and violet, to be combined. To combine 
the red with the violet introduces one condition, and to 
combine the red with the yellow another. To combine the 
yellow with the violet introduces no new condition ; this is 
done by combining the red with each of them. In the same 
way, n colours will be combined by combining one with each 
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of the other n— \; thus giving n — i independent conditions 
or equations. 

Suppose we have two lenses of focal lengths /„/« and 
refractive indices ^^ iax a. given colour. Let them be 
separated by an interval a. To find the condition that they 
should be achromatic for a parallel pencil along the axis. 

The distance from the second lens at which the light is 
brought to a focus is given by — 



V /■ + « V, 

Now let us pass to another colour, so that theys and the 
fi's undergo small changes, df^, df^, dfi,, diLf The corre- 
sponding variation of v must be zero. 

We have already seen that — 

v.l- '^^ i 



We may write— 



/. 



And since the differeattal of this must vanish, we must 
have, by elementary difiereatial calculus — 

•'7. 



(-1)" 



■^/^ 
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This result could be obtained by algebra, by supposing 
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/^, /(, to vary slightly and become fi-i,tH> but the process 
would be much longei; 

The ChromaUo Aberration between the rays of two 
colours in a small pencil along the axis of a lens, a^er refrac- 
tion throi^h the lens, is the distance between the foci for 
these two colours. 

The chromatic aberration of the pencil is the aberration 
between its extreme colours. 

To find the chromatic aberration between two colourt in a 
small axial pencil refracted through a lens. 

Let » be the distance of the focus P of the pencil ; Vy, v, those 
of the conjugate foci for the red and violet rays;/„ /, the 
corresponding focal lengths of the lens ; and fi.,, /i, the refrac- 
tive indices. The chromatic aberration is ±{Vr — v,). 

Now — — ~ 7 » 



Therefore, subtracting — 

p, — v, _ I 1 

V^. "J, fr 

- HiSZ-tr.l 

- ^-i /• 

find fi being mean focal length and refractive index. 

Now, z/r and v, are very nearly equal, so that we may write 
v^. = iP-, where v is the distance of the focus conjugate to P 
for the mean rays. Thus — 

C- I / 
Or, by the differential calculus — 

v-u=f 
dv ,1 

■■-^'■'-f 
'^= ^-.■/' 

in which dv and d^ stand for v, — v, and ft, — /v 

Suppose a combination has to be made achromatic for 
excentzdoal pencils. Then the rays of various colours 
from any point must enter the eye in coincidence. For this 
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condition to be fulfilled, the images, of various colours, of any 
small object formed by the last lens must have their corre- 
sponding points in straight lines with the eye. Now, supposing 
the pencils by which the eye sees the image to be inclined at 
small angles to the axis, and since the various coloured images 
are not far from each other, this condition is sufficiently attained 
by miking these images all of the same size. 

The combination of a thin convex and a thin concave lens 
in contact, which is achromatic for centrical pencils, is also 
achromatic for excentrical pencils. For the coloured images 
formed by both lenses of a small object are all in one place, 
and thus at the same distance from the common centre of the 
lenses. Thus they are all of the same size. 

Consider two lenses, focal lengths for mean rays/1,/1, 
separated by a distance a. The condition that this combina- 
tion should be achromatic for excentrical pencils coming from 
a small object on the axis will involve the position of the object. 
We shall consider merely the case in which the object is at a 
great distance ; so that the combination may be achromatic for 
rays parallel to the axis; and we shall suppose the lenses made 
of the same material 

The first lens forms an image practically at its principal 
focus. This is at a distance, a +/„ from the centre of the 
second lens. Suppose an image is formed in the second lens 
at a distance, v, from its centre. Then — 

Now, if ^ is the distance of the object from the first lens, 
the full magnification of the image is — 

This must be constant for all the images. 
.■. - • f -. -6 must be constanL 

This must be constant for variations of/, and/^ caused 
by variation in /t, 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 



Defects in Images formed by Lenses and Mirrors. 113 
Therefore, dropping the factor — ^ throughout, we get — 

which b the required coDdition. 

EXAMFLS. 

A compound achromatic lens of focal length 40 ems. is to be constiucted 
of two thin crown-glass and ilint-glass lenses in contact, the snrfaces Ibat 
ue in contact having a common ladius of 25 cms. The optical characlets 
of the glasses employed being as follows, namely ; — 

Refractive iadei 



Flint glass 045 ... I-6 

calculate the ladtus of the second face of each lens, and establish the 
fonnulce employed la the calculation. (Lond. B.Sc. Hods., 1884.) 
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Defects In the Images formed by Lenses. — We have 
already considered the defects of colouring in the image fonned 
by a lens, or chromatism; we shall here consider only the 
defects of form. 

We have seen that a lens will only produce a true geo- 
metrical image of a point if the point is on its axis ; but a very 
close approximation is produced, and generally sufGcient for 
practical pturposes, to a true geometrical image, of a small 
object through which the axis of the lens passes. We shall 
now consider a little more fully the shape of this image, 
and how far it resembles the object. 

We have seen that a small object on the axis at a distance 
u gives rise to an image at a distance v; v being determined 
by the formula — 
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Also that if the object be in one plane perpendicular to the 
axis, the image will, too, be in such a plane, and similar to 
the object ; the ratio of the distance between two points of tlie 
image to that between the corresponding points of the object 

being-. 
« 
Now, suppose all the points of the object are not in the 
same plane perpendicular to the axis. Let the differences of 




the j/s for two points be du. This is very nearly the distance 
between the corresponding planes. Let the corresponding 
difference in the v'% be dv. 
Then since — 



"/ 



"du ti'' 

Thus the ratio of the size of the image to that of the object, 
when measured parallel to the axis, is not, as a rule, the same 
as when it is measured perpendicular to the axis. 

The image is then distorted in this respect. 

Curvature of Image, — Consider the image formed by 
centrical pencils by a lens, of a small object on the axis all in 
one plane pterpendicular to the axis ; say of a small straight 
line. We have seen that, to the second order of small quanti- 
ties, the focal lines of any point of the object agree with each 
other and with the image, and this is given by the ordinary 
formula — 
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To investigate the curvature of the image, however, we 
must go to a closer degree of approximation. 




Suppose the small straight line A B {A being on the axis) 
to give the image ab. Let CB = u. 

Now, B forms two focal lines in the neighbourhood, of b, 
b being generally taken as the circle of least confiision between 
these two. 

Let the distances of the focal lines from C be Vi, v^ 

Then we have — 

£_'—'* ''"^ ^ ~ '•^^J r i — ^ ^ 
i\ It ~ cos' J V R S / ' 

r and i being both small, we may write, correct to the ibird 
order of small quantities, — 



(cos «■)-'.= I +'"= 



Thus — 

fi. cos r — cos t " / 
cos^ /■ ~ \ 






=s /t — I + J V — (correct to 

the third order of small q 



II quantities! 1^, 
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The distance, », of the image b is, therefore, given by — 
£ _ i = i (i + i,-a), 

where i is some positive constant, whether we take the circle 
of least confusion or one of the focal lines for the image. 
Draw hn perpendicular to the axis. We have — 

C5 ~ CA " 7' 
Multiply this equation by cos t {i.e. approximately by 
I _ - ] , and subtract from the above. 
Then, since u cos i = CA, we have — 

v-ta • 1/ ' 

In the limit iH . Ca = bn\ 

And if p is the radius of curvature of the curve ab at a, 
measured from a leftwards — 

— = limit of -,—, ; 
2p bn^ 

■ i = !iiL^ 

"'' ^ L,..,.., Google 
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This dislortion of curvature would be produced by any 
tens, even when only centrical pencils are used, these being 
allowed to pass only through a small portion of the lens near 
the axis, and all others intercepted, so as to avoid spherical 
aberration. It is experienced in the image produced by the 
object-glass of a telescope, this image being rendered convex 
towards the observer. 

Figs. 90, 91, and 92 show the curvatures produced in 
the three cases; with real image formed by convex lens. 



^S^ 




virtual image formed by convex lens, and image (virtual) 
formed by concave lens. In the first two cases the curvature 
is to the right, or towards the positive direction, towards the 




incident light ; in the third it is in the opposite direction, as 
the formula given above for p would show in all cases. 

In any case the curvature may be most easily explained 
in the following way : Any lens with spherical surfaces will 
behave towards oblique centrical pencils as a lens of numeri- 
cally smaller focal length would do if the pencils were direct 
This will have the effect in a convex lens of throwing the 
virtual image further off, and drawing the real image nearer 
up; and in a concave lens of drawing the image (virtual) 
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of the distances of two points of the image from the axis is 
not the same as the latio of the corresponding points of the 
object ; that is, when points far from the axis appear to be 
spread out too much or drawn in too much as corapaied with 
those near to the axis. 

Angular DiBtortion is the distortion in which the angle 
between the distances of two points of the image from the 
axis is not the same as the corresponding angle for the object. 

When an image is formed of centrical pencils, as the 
image that may be formed on a screen by a convex lens of 
which only a small portion near the axis is used, there is 
neither linear nor angular distortion. 

Let us consider the distortion in the image of the object 
formed by a lens, seen by an eye on the axis of the lens. 
In this case the image seen will be formed by excmtrical 
pencils, the rays coming to the eye through various points 
of the lens. 

The linear distortion produced by a tens may be roost 
easily explained by reference to its spherical aberration. 

Suppose an eye placed at E on the axis of a convex lens 
to view the virtual image of an object ABC. Let us consider 




the paths of the rays that reach the eye from the various points 
of the object. Let O be the conjugate focus to R O must 
be further from the lens than A is, because A is nearer than the 
principal focus, and O is further off All rays which go to E ■■ 
would, on being produced backward, go through but for 
spherical aberration. The ray B b, along O B produced, where 
B is a point close to the axis, goes to E. The ray C c', along 
O C produced, meets the axis at a point, d, nearer to the lens 
than E. The ray from C which does reach E diverges more 
widely from the axis than C c' does. Let it be C f E. Thus, 
in the image which E sees of ABC, the images of B and 
C are on the productions of E ^ and £ c. If they were 
along E b and E ^, A B and A C would appear magnified 
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proportionately.' But, zs it is, A C is more magnified than A S 
is. The parts of the object further away fiom the axis appear 
to be spread out too much &om the axis, and there is linear 
distortion. 

Similariy, the opposite sort of distortion produced in a real 
image by a convex lens may be explained as Fig. 94 shows. 




In this case O is nearer to the lens than A, because the 
conjugate focus to A is between E and the lens. The ray 
from C which reaches E meets the lens at a point, e, nearer 
to the axis than ^ is. The images of B and C are seen along 
'S.b, E c. Thus the image of C is relatively nearer to the 
axis than that of B is. 

Again, suppose an eye at E to view an object, ABC, 
through a concave lens. Let O be the focus conjugate to E. 







E being a point on the object very near to the axis, the ray 
B^, going to O, is deviated to E. The ray C ^, going to O, is 
deviated to i/, a point further off than G. The ray Irom C, 
which does reach E, meets the lens at e, a point nearer to the 
axis than ^ is. Thus in the image which E sees of A B C, the 
images of B and C are on E d, £ f produced Thus the image 
of C is relatively nearer to the axis than that of B is. 

The linear distortion produced in the three cases may be 
illustrated as follows : Suppose, in each case, that the object 
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viewed is a square, the axis of the lens passing through its 
centre perpendicular to its plane. Then, in the first case — 





virtual image in convex lens — the image will have the appear- 
ance of Fig. 96 ; but in either of the other cases it will have the 
appearance of Fig. 97. 

Ctirvatore of Image formed by ExoBntrical Penoils. 
— The image, formed by excentrical pencils, of an object in a 
plane at right angles to the axis, that is, the image seen by an 
eye which views the object through the lens, will have curvature 
of the same sort in each case as that which exists in an image 
formed by centrical pencils, and already shown in Figs. 90, 91, 
92, The explanation in this case is similar. Any lens with 
spherical surfaces acts, on account of spherical aberration, in 
its marginal portions as a lens of numerically smaller focal 
length than its proper focal length for direct centrical pencils. 
It was to this distortion that the well-known appearance due 
to linear distortion used to be attributed. Hence the latter 
distortion is generally called by its old name, want of fiatnoBS 
of field. 

This distortion (of curvature in the image formed by 
excentrical pencils) is not of great importance ; but it exists. 
The similar distortion of the image formed by centrical pencils 
Is of much more importance ; for it produces an effect on the 
image of a plane object formed on a screen ; so that when 
the image of the central portion is formed distinctly, that of 
the marginal portion is not, and vice versA. In the image which 
appears to the eye on looking through the lens it does not 
matter much if some parts are a little nearer than they ought 
to be, provided the parts keep their angular distances from the 
axis in the proper proportions; that is, provided there is no 
lifuar distortion. 

Defects in the ZmE^es formed by Spherical Mlrrora. 
— The defects of distortion in the images produced hy spherical 
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mirrors will be similar to those in the images produced by 

lenses. 

If the object is not all lii' one plane perpendicular to the 
axis, its dimensions perpendicular and parallel to the a^ds will 
not, in general, be magnified proportionately, the magnification 
at right an^es to the axis being -, and parallel to the axis -. 

If we have an object all in a plane at right angles to the 
axis of a spherical mirror, the area of the minor being very 
limited, then of the pencils of light from the various points of 
the object, all, except that from the point on the axis, will, on 
reflexion, give rise to astigmatic pencils, producing more 
or less indistinct images of the points. Taking the circles 
of least confusion of these pencils as the image, the image of 
the plane object will be curved, as in the case of a lens. 

Let us next consider linear distortion in a spherical 
mirror. 

Suppose a concave spherical mirror produces a real image, 
<ihc, of the object ABC, which image is seen by an eye at E 




on the axis. Take O the conjugate focus to £. B, ^ being 
near the axis, the pencil from b, which reaches E, passed, before 
reflexion, through O. If there were no spherical aberration, 
the pencil from the point C, &r from the axis, would also have 
come through O, and thus we should have ac : ab = d^ \ dO 
= AC : AB. Bet the pencil from £ passed, before reflexion, 
through a point on the axis nearer to the mirror than O ; thus 
we have ac: ai<, AC : AB. And the image is contracted 
in the marginal parts. 

Suppose we have a virtual image of ABC formed in a 
concave mirror. The rays from f to E, before reflexion, came as 
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if from a point nearer the mirror than 0;aci 
The image is expanded in the marginal parts. 



Suppose we have an image (virtual) of A B C formed in a 
convex mirror. The rays from e to E, before reflenon, were 




proceeding to a point nearer to the mirror than O. Thus 
ac: ab<, AC : AB. The image is contracted in the marginal 
parts. 

Notice that we have here the same results as for the corre- 
sponding cases with lenses, these being, respectively, real and 
virtual image with convex lens, and im^e (virtual) with 
concave lens. 
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THICK LENSES. 

We shall now consider the position of the image, formed by 
means of a thick lens, of a small object on the axis of the 
lens. Let the symbols have the following meanings ; — 

^ = refractive index of lens. 

t - thickness of lens. 

r = radius of front surface. 

s - ra<Iius of back surface. 

» - distance of object from front surface. 

V = distajice of ims^e from back surface. 

t/ = distance of image formed by refraction at front suibce 
from thai surface. 

Then we have, for tlie refractions at the two surfaces, the 
equations— 

^_Z = ^--I ,,1 

V j/ + i s ■ ■ ■ ■ ^'^ 
From these we must eliminate t/- 
Clearing of fractions, we may write the equations — 
fiur — fV — (/t — 1 )W = o. 
(t/ + /)S - fi.VJ + iix - i){v' + t)v = o. 
From these we get, by equating the two values they give 
for i/, — 

fo/r _ fws - t[s + (ii— i)v} 



Multiplying up, and rearranging, we get — 

(^ - ^W'- - J) + {^ - !)/}«» + S{^+(J.- l)t\tt 

~ r{^ - (^ - j)l]v + trs = o. 
We can throw this into the form — 

I 1 _ r 

For this equation may he written — 

^ -(/-&)>* + (/+ »)!■ +^;3 - «) + 00 = o. 
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Equating coefficients, we get— 



-/-m 



= - /-<■ , ■^. 
firs — (^ — i)rt tri 

Tliese equations are satisfied by writing — 

1^^ 



/=-7 



■XH' -') + ()■- iV) • 



.) + (^-i)C 



We see that the positions of object and image can be 
expressed by precisely the same formula as that used for a 
thin lens if u and v are measured, not from the surfaces, but 
from the points whose distances from the front and back 
suT&ces are a and 0. These points are called respectively the 
flnt and aecond principal pointa of the lens. The 
planes through them perpendicular to the axis are called the 
principal ^anes. 

Magnification prodaoed hy Tliiok Lens.— We shall 
consider the magnifications produced at the sur&ces. When 
a small object gives an image by refraction at a single spherical 
suc&ce, corresponding points of object and image lie on tbe 
same radii. Thus the linear dimensions of object and image 
will be in the ratio of their distances from the centre. If, 
then, an object at distance u from the surface of radius r, 
refractive index /i, gives an image at distance z/, the magnifica- 
tion is — 

1/ -r 



■■ t/r ~ ur • 
'. m = — . 
In the case of the thick lens this would be the magnification 



produced at the first surface, and that produced at the second 
surface would be — 



Thus the magnification produced by the lens is— 



Let H, H' be the principal points of a thick lens ; P and 
Q a pair of conjugate fod. Let a pair of corresponding rays 
through P and Q meet the principal planes in the points R 



t.-^^=+^-H^^ 



and S, at distances h and K from the axis. We can find the 
relation between h and k by the following device : A small 
object, P*, will give rise to an image at a known point, Q'. 
Now, we know the relation of size of image to size of object : 
so that if we take PR as a ray proceeding from a point of the 
object, we know how the corresponding ray, S Q, must be 
drawn, for we know through what point of the image to 
draw it. 

Let the distances of P, P* from H be a, «" ; and those of 
Q, Q' from H' be v^ if. Let j8, ^ be the lengths of object and 
image. Then — 
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H p'v u~ti 

- ^ ^' - , 

- fi' '■ 

h = H. 

That is, corresponding rays, before entry and at emergence, 
meet the principal planes in points equidistant from the 
axis. 

This gives a useful method of drawing the paths of corre- 
sponding rays. Suppose a ray through the point P on the 
axis to cut the axis again at Q after passing through the lens. 
Draw PR to meet the first principal plane in R. Draw RS 
parallel to the axis to meet the second principal plane in S. 
Then S Q is the path of the emergent ray. 

Suppose an object in the first principal plane. This may 
be a real object if the plane is outside the lens ; or may be 
a virtual object formed by converging rays in any case. The 
image will be in the second principal plane. For if in the 
equation — 

we make » = o, then » = o. By what we have just seen, the 
rays through any point of the object divei^e on emerging 
as if they came from a point at the same distance from the 
axis. Thus the im^e is of the same size as the object The 
principal planes are called, in consequence, planes of anit 
magnification. 

We may also prove these properties of the principal planes 
as follows : u and v being distances of image and object, 

measured from the principal points, the magnification is — 
But since = 



"/' 



Therefore when u and v vanish, the magnification becomes 
unity. 



is 
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It follows that a ray going before entry to any point on 
the first principal plane, proceeds on emei^ence from a point 
at an equal distance from the axis on the second principal 
plane. That is, the line R S, in the above figure, is parallel to 
the axis. 

It should be noticed that the principal points are a pair of 
conjugate foci, since when « = o, 1/ = o. 

A ray proceeding to the first principal point emerges from 
the second parallel to its original direction. For if Yf, Q q 
are object and imaRe, p. 

P/ : Q? = HP : H'Q. _^q ..-^-^nT 

Thus /H and H'y are I ^_.^^-^^"' " 
paralleL -^"""'^ _^^ 

From what we have 
seen, it follows that graphic constructions are to be made in 
the same way as for thin lenses, only with the addition of the 
space between the principal planes. If this space were 
removed, the points H, H' would coincide ; and so would the 
points R and S in the last figure. 

If the media on the two sides of a lens are any whatever, 
not necessarily the same, a pair of conjugate foci can be 
found such that if a ray proceeds towards one before entering 
the lens, it emerges from the other in a direction parallel to 
its original direction. These points are called nodal points. 
When the lens is situated in air, the nodal points coincide with 
the principal points. 

The foiniula for the focal length has been given above; 
the principal focus is at this distance from the second principal 
point } and just as for a thin lens, there is another principal 
focus, for rays coming in the opposite direction. This is at a 
distance which is numerically the same from the first principal 
focus. 

Except so far as it involves /, the thickness, the focal 
length mil be just the same as for a thin lens of the same 
substance and the same curvatures. When t is small, the focal 
length will, as a Tule, be positive for a lens thinnest in the 
middle, and negative for a lens thickest in the middle. But 
it may happen that / may decide the sign of/. For suppose 

r—s negative, and numerically less than ~ '- . The 

focal length of the lens is then of opposite sign to that of a 
thin lens of the same substance and curvatures. 

Suppose a lens has equal and opposite curvatures, so that 
r = — s; has small thickness; and is made of crown glass, 
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so that >* = f nearly. Then we have, approximately, from the 
values of o and — 



Thus the principal points are the points of trisecdon of the 
portion of the axis intercepted by the sui&ces. 

Suppose two thick lenses, of focal lengths /„_^, are placed 
with their axes coincident, and so that their principal points, 
when taken in order, are oi, ft ; a,, ^j. Let a^, = x. 

Let an object at a distance u from a. give an image by the 
first lens at a distance ^ from )3i ; and then an ima^e by the 
second lens at a distance r' from /3^ Then — 

Eliminating ^, we find — 

t/i +/. + x)uv + (fj^-^Axyv - (M +/^)» - A/^ = o. 

Now, if the combination is equivalent to a single lens of 
focal length F, and principal points at distances y and z &om 
a, and /St, we have — 

Or— 

»i> + (F -^)» - (F + .)« + F(^ - .) + i! = o. 
Equating coefficients, we have — 

■ F -2_ _ F + « _ F(i-^)->« 

/, +/. + .1 "/,W + ») '/.(/, + «) ~ Afi' 
These equations are satisfied by writing — 

r- ^^- ..._ ^/- - .= --<- 
A+A + x'^ /.+/, + *' A+A + x 

Thus a single lens can be found optically equivalent, for 
direct centrical pencils, to the given combination of twa 

Again, it follows that if we have three coaxal lenses, two of 
these can be replaced, as above, by a single lens ; and then this 
can be combined with the third, and replaced by a single one. 

And in the same way any number of coaxal lenses can be 
replaced by a single lens with definite principal points and 
principal foci, as far as the action on small axial pencils is 
concerned. This result is important in the theory of optical 
instruments. 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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ViBlon tlirough a Lena. — A siogle convex lens is some- 
times used as a magnifying-glass. It is sometimes arranged on 
a stand in a manner suitable for viewing small objects. This 
arrangement is called a simple microscope. Suppose the 
Ifsa has focal length /; if object and image are at distances 
» and V from the lens, we have — 



■■"-; /• 

Suppose the lens used to produce an erect, virtual image. 
Then v is positive ; and / is negative. Thus the image is 
larger the further olT it is. But the image is required to sub- 
tend a large angle at the eye rather tlun to be large itself. 
We shall consider, therefore, how this result is to be obtained. 

Let the least distance of disUnot vision be denoted 
by D. This is tiie least distance at which the object can be 
held from the eye so that it may be seen distinctly, or so that 
the lens of the eye can produce of it a true image on the 
retina. Or, in practice, rather it means the least distance at 
which the object may be placed so as to be seen distinctly 
without over-straining the eye. For a normal eye this distance 
is generally taken to be about ro inches, or 35 centimetres. 
For this distance or for any greater, a normal eye can see an 
object distinctly and easily, but not at any less distance. 

If, then, an image of given size is formed at distance D 
from the eye, it subtends the greatest possible visual angle at 
the eye. If the eye is held close up to the lens (the distance 
between them being negligible), for the greatest visual angle 
the image must be formed at distance D from the lens ; for as 
its distance is increased its size is increased, but in a smaller 
ratia And if the eye is held at a distance from the lens, to 
bring the image to a distance, D, from the eye, it must be brought 
nearer to the lens, and so its size diminished. Thus to get the 
greatest visual angle at the eye, the eye must be held close to 
the lens, and the image formed at a distance, D, from either. 
The visual angle thus obtained, supposing object and image 
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to be very small, is size of image -^ D. The greatest visual 

angle that the object can sabtend at the eye for distinct vision 

is size of ob;ect -r- D. The ratio of these is called the magnl- 

iying power of the lens, and is — 

_D 

' /■ 

The same result may easily be obtained algebraically. 

Suppose the eye at a distance x from the lens. Then, since 

size of image = size of object X T i — > ] , and distance of 

image from eye = x-{-v; we want to have ' as large as 

possible. 

Put —f=f' (a positive quantity), 

.'. ■ ■ . ■■■ must be as laige as possible. 

Let X + v = y, the distance of the image from the eye, 
and this expression becomes — 

f-\-y-x 



f 



+ ^ -7 



In this X can ftave any value, and y any value not less 
than D, It is clear, then, that for any value whatever of y, 
this is greatest when x = o \ and then it is greatest when y is 
as small as possible, or = D. 

Eye-pie oes.— If a single lens is used to look at an object, 
or at an image that has been formed by an optical system, we 
have seen that the image formed is defective : it is distorted, 
the marginal portions undergoing too much or too little dis- 
placement from the axis, on account of the spherical aberra- 
tion produced by the lens. The field of view thus produced 
is said to want flatness. It used to be supposed that this 
appearance of the image was due to curvature, so that the 
image of an object in a plane at right angles to the axis is not 
formed entirely in another such plane. This effect of curvature 
is produced ; but the appearance of linear distortion is not due 
to It, but is something independent (see pp. iiS-iio). 

To remedy the defect of linear distortion in the image, 
instead of using a single lens to view the image with, in a 
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microscope or telescope, a combination of lenses is used. For 
if, instead of producing the required deviation of a given excen- 
trical ray or pencil by means of a single lens, we cause the 
deviadon to be produced by several lenses separated from 
each other, the spherical aberration will be diminished. Such 
a combination of lenses is called an eye-piece. The lens next 
the eye is called the eye-lens j and the one furthest from the 
eye the field-lens. Let us examine, by the help of a diagram, 
the way in which spherical aberration may be diminished by 




means of two lenses. Suppose we have an assemblage of rays 
parallel to a given line O A B (this may be the optical axis 
of an instrument), and we require to act on these rays 
in such a manner that the ray Q R receives a definite devia- 
tion. This may be done by means of a single lens at A, 
This lens must have a definite focal length. Let / be its 
principal focus; so that the rays parallel to QR and in- 
definitely close to O A pass, after deviation by the lens, 
through /; and, if the lens were aplanatic, that is, producing 
no spherical aberration, Q Jl and all the rays would do so too. 
Suppose the lens placed at A, with principal focus/, produces 
the aberration ff in the ray Q R., so that this ray passes 
through/'. Now, if instead of this lens we place at A a lens 
of the same shape, but having a greater focal length, A F, its 
radii of curvature must be increased in the ratio A/ : A F, 
and, the distance A R remaining the same, the aberration, F F', 
must be diminished in the ratio A F : A/, as is obvious from 
the formula for the aberration of a ray parallel to the axis. 

[If, for instance, AF = 2A/, so that, A R being very small, 
the deviation produced in the ray Q R by the lens originally 
at A is half that produced by the lens by which it is replacec^ 
then FF* = \ff'^ Now suppose another lens placed at B so 
as to further deviate the ray Q R, and to give it finally the full 
deviation required, that is, to bring it into parallelism with R/. 
We can with these two lenses, at A and fi, produce an abemi- 
tion less than//'. ,- t 
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The lens at A deviates the ray Q R to R S' F, instead of 
to R S F, the position produced by an aplanadc lens at A of 
equal focal length. The lens at B, if aplanatic, would turn 
the ray RS to P, and RS' to P. Now, applying to this lens 
the formula — 

if dv, du are corresponding small variations in v and u, we 

have dv = du- -^, Thus PF = FF. ^^5, an aberration in 

the final result due to the aplanattsm of the lens at A. [Sup- 
posing, as above, that the lens at A produces half the ftill 
deviation in the ray QR, then Z.SFB = ^i^SPB, whence 
BP = ^BF, and PF = ^FF.] The lens at B further produces 
aberration on its own account, which may be represented by 
P' F' ; but this may be made small by reducing the distance 
B S, that is, by reducing the focal length, and suitably adjusting 
the position of the lens at K Thus the final aberration P P" 
may be made considerably smaller than//'. By increasing 
A F, the aberration F F is diminished proportionately. And, to 
produce the requisite deviation of the ray, as A F is increased, 
the ratio BP : BF is diminished, and so PF : FF' is diminished. 
By putting the lens B close up to F, the aberration FF' is 
diminished. Thus we may, by suitably choosing the lenses 
and the distance AB, theoretically diminish the aberration to 
any extent, always producing the required deviadon in a given 
ray, Q R. By suitably arranging the curvatures of the lens- 
surfaces, the aberration may be still further diminished. It is 
found to be unnecessary to make the distance between the 
lenses very great. Thus eye-pieces can be made practically 
aplanatic, and at the same time compact We shall now give 
descriptions of two eye-pieces in common use. 

Hoyghens's Eye-pleoe. — In this the two lenses are so 
arranged as to divide equally between them the deviation 




t>roduced on a ray parallel and close to the axis. Let /„ ft 
(n^ative quantities) be the focal lengths of the lenses at A and 
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B. Let BA = a. Suppose the ray Q R is deviated alonj; 
R S F by the lens at A, and along S P by the lens at B. 
Then ^SPB = a^SFB. Thus, since the angles are small, 
BP = JBF. So, from the lens B we get, applying — 

I r _ r 

V ti~ f 

~bf"**m"7,' 

.-. BF = -A 
And AF = -A 
••- « = -/. +A 
Thus the distance between the lenses is equal to the 
difference between the numerical values of their focal lengths. 
This is the condition that they should produce equal deviations 
in the ray Q R. 

Further, the focal lengths of the lenses are taken to be in 
the ratio 3 ; i, so that iff is the focal length of B, 3/ is the 
focal length of A : and a = —2/. 



Notice that a - 



' in this case, so that the com- 



bination fulfils the condition of achromatism for excentrical 
pencils. This wm not designed by Huyghens ; it was pointed 
out by Boscovich.' 

This eye-piece is usually made of plan<>^:onvex lenses, the 
plane surfaces being next the eye. 

Let us consider the way in which an image is formed by 
means of this eye-piece. For the normal eye the rays which 




leave the eye-lens from any point of the image must be 
parallel, or the image at infinity, so that the eye may be quite 
at rest when the image is viewed. Thus the image d V, formed 
by A, must be at the principal focus of B, or midway between 

C .oogic 
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the lenses. To find where the object is of which A produces 
this image, we hare, since the distance of d from A = —f, — 






Thus the object with which this eye-piece deals is a virtual 
object, an image which would have been formed in a position 
behind that occupied by the field-lens. For this reason this 
eye-piece is sometimeB called the negative eye-pieoe. 

BamBden's Eye-pleoe. — ^This is made of two lenses of 
equal focal lengths, the distance between them being two- 
thirds the numerical value of either focal length. The con- 
dition of achromatism is, then, not quite fulfilled, but the 
eye-piece is fairly achromatic The lenses of which it is 
composed are usually two plano-convex lenses, with their 
convex surfaces facing each other. 

Let us consider the formation of an image in this eye- 
piece. For a pencil to leave B as a parallel pencil, the image 




formed by A must be at d, the principal focus of B. Let /be 
the focal length of either lens. Then Ao* = — - ; and to find 

the position of the object of which A fonns the image d S, 

we have — 



/ 



V 



Thus the object with which the eye-piece deals may be a 
real object or a Teal image formed in front of the eye-piece by 
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some optical system. For this reason this eye-piece is some- 
times called the positive eye-piece. 

In a microscope or telescope used for making measure- 
ments the eye-piece is fitted with fine wires or spider-lines. 
For this purpose the positive eye-piece is far more suiuble. 
In this the wires are placed at d If, and are seen through both 
lenses, and so their image is corrected for chromatic and 
spherical aberration. In the negative eye-piece the wires at 
£i V would only be seen through one lens. 

In the positive eye-piece the distance from the wires can 
be easily adjusted, to suit different eyes, by moving the eye- 
piece. In the negative eye-piece, when measuring- wires are 
affixed, they are usually fixed at the focus of the eye-lens, so as 
to suit the normal eye. A device is, however, occasionally 
employed by which the wires can be moved inside the eye- 
I^ece. 

Helmholtz'a Formola for Ratio of Linear Dimen- 
sions of Object and Image. — Helmholtz has given a formula 
showing the ratio of linear dimensions of an object and its 
image formed by refraction in a spherical surface, in terms of 
the angles of divergence from the axis of a ray before and after 
refraction. 

Let A £, a ^ be an object and its image formed by refraction 
in a surface of centre C. Let A R, n R be paths of a ray before 





\ 





C 


A 








\ 


I^IG. 107. 






am 


J after refraction ; 


/A = index of refraction at surface. 
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Tben, these angles being small — 

a : a' = Off : OA. 
.-. ABo = fohd. 
Or, if /t, /t' are the indices of refinctioD of the fiist and 
second me^ and /3, ^ corresponding linear dimensions of 
object and image — 

Now, we may suppose this image to produce another by 
refractioD at another stu&cc coasal with the first, and this 
another at another sach surface, and so on. Then the product 
^^ is constant So that if /i', fl, a' refer to the last mediam, 
we have, as above — 

This formula is only correct for small values of a, a' ; for 
the relation 

o : a' = Oa : OA 

only holds with this restriction. 

We shall now make an application of this fomnila. 

Br^htness of Image produced by Befi*action at 
a Spherical Snrface. — Consider the object and image 
represented in the last figure ; and suppose the image is seen 
by an eye suitably placed to see it, that is, along the axis. 

Consider a small contour on the surface round O. 
Corresponding elements of object and image will send equal 
quantities of hght through this contour. For it is the same 
light which reaches the surface in this contour from any part of 
the object that appears, after refraction, to come from the 
corresponding part of the image. 

Now, the brightness of a surface which sends out a given 
quantity of light is inversely proportional both to the extent of 
the surface and to the solul angle through which it sends the 
light 

Corresponding surfaces of object and image are in the 
ratio ^ : p*; and the solid angles subtended at these surfaces 
by the small contour in question round O are in the ratio 
u? : o". Thus— 

Brightness of object : brightness of image 
= ."/f : .'^ 

= fi? : 1^* (by Helmholtz's formula). 

We may suppose successive images to be formed at 
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successive coaxal spherical surfaces. Then, if no light is lost 
at the surfaces, or inside the media, and fi, /i' are the refractive 
indices of the first and last media— 

Brightness 0/ final image : brightness of object 
= p.* : /*'. 
It follows that the image seen through a lens (with air on 
both sides), or any number of lenses, is of the same brightness 
as the object 

This relation between the brightnesses I, I', of object and 
image, namely — 

I:I' = /*':/i'» 

has been proved on the supposition that the image is formed 
by means of small pencils along the axis joining object and 
image. The same relation, however, is true, no matter what 
the size of the pencils by which the image is formed. This is 
generally proved by saying that, if the relation were not true, we 
could cause an object to appear brighter by viewing it through 
a suitable combination of lenses — a result which is contrary to 
experience. We may, however, offer the following independent 
proof in the case of an image formed by refraction at a single 
surface : — 

Suppose a small object, ABC, forms by refi-action at a very 
small surface, K. S, an image, A' B' C Let the projections at 




right angles to B. A and R A' of A B, A' B', the dimensions of 
object and image in the plane A A' R, be A /? ; and let the 
projections of A C, A' C, the dimensions of object and image 
at right angles to this plane, be o, a'. Let R N be the normal 
at R to surface R S ; R N is then in plane A A' R. Let 
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AR = «; A'R = v; ^NRA = i; ^NRA' = r. Let the 
indices of refractioii be fi, ju'. Then from fbrmuU — 



Again, since C and C are in a plane with R N, a, a' 
subtend equal angles at the feet of the perpendiculais from C 
and C on R N. 



/t'ojS cos (■ _ /t'V/y cos r 
«' ~ »* 

Now, if I, I' are the brightnesses, or intrinsic luminosities, 
of A B C, A' B' C ; s,i their projected areas at right angles to 
» and v, and S a small area of the surface at R; the 
quantities of light from ABC, A' 6' C passing across S are 
equal. Thus — 

^ S cos i _ ., , S cos r 



.'. ftom above, 1:1' = ^': ju.'". 
Thus this relation holds between I and I', by whatever 
small pencils we suppose the image to be formed. If, then, 
A' B' C is the image of A B C for any rays whatever, that is, if 
the refracting surface is an aplanatic surface for the object 
ABC, we always have the relation — 

I:I' = m':/*'". 
Suppose that the surface R S is part of a refracting surface 
of revolution about axis A'AQ. Then the small image 
A' ff C is similar to the object Thus — 
a : «■ = ^ : ^. 
Then for the ratio in which the linear dimensions of the 
object are magnified, we have — 

L)in;« ..Google 
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And if the angles RAQ, RA'Q are ^ and ^'— 

u : V = soi^ \ %\a ift. 
.*■ fia sin ijt = >iV sin <jt' 
We may extend these propositions, and show — 
(i) That if an object forms a true image by refraction of 
rays at any number of surfaces, the separate surfaces not being 
aplanatic for the object, but the combination being so, and if 
fi, fi! are the refractive indices of the first and last media, and 
I, 1' the luminosities of the object and image — 

1:1'=^=:/.". 

(2) That if the aplanatic combination of surfaces is a series 
of surfaces of revolution about an axis on which the small 
object and its image are; a, a' being the linear dimensions of 
object and image, and ^, ^' the inclinations to the axis of 
corresponding rays in the first and last media, /», fi! ; then — 
fui sin <f> ~ /i'a' sin <fi'. 

This last is a very important relation with regard to the 
action of optical instruments, and especially microscopes. It 
was given independently by Helmholtz and by Abbe. 

The Compound Microscope. — In its simplest form this 
consists of two converging lenses with a common axis. One 
lens, turned towards the object to be viewed, is called the 
object-glass, or objective ; the other, at which the eye is placed 
to see the image, is called the eye-piece. 

Fig. 109 shows the action of the instrument The objec- 
tive forms of the object AB a real and much enlarged 
image, (i'^. The eye-piece E forms' of this im^e a virtual and 
enlarged image, a^. The magnifying power of the microscope 

ad 
is the magnification produced, j^, when the image a * is 

formed at the least distance of distinct vision. This distance 
differs from one eye to another ; but, that a definite magni- 
fying power may be assigned to a microscope, the distance 
chosen is that for normal eyes, and is fixed at 10 inches. 

Let this distance be D; and let Eo be made equal to 
D. Let m be the magnifying power. Then — 

_ ab_ _ ab^ a^_Eo Oa ' 
*" ~ AB " a'^' ■ AB " Eo* ' OA" 



If /' is the numerical value of the focal .length of the 
eye-piece, so that the focal 
length is — /', then — 







^1- 



And if —f is the focal 
length of the objective, the 
object must be situated just 
beyond the principal focus, 
so as to fonn an image, 
d y, very far from die 
lens as compared with its 
own distance, so that,, very 
nearly— I 

0^_Oa; 
0A~ /• 

Other things being the 
same, the magnifying power 
' will be inversely propor- 
tional to the focal length of 
the objective. Microscopes 
are generally supplied with 
various objectives, so that 
the magnifying power may 
be varied to suit the object 
under examination. 

The magnifying power 
may be found, in practice, 
as follows : Let an object of 
known dimensions, such as 
a small scale, be viewed 
through the microscope. 
Place a scale at the distance 
D from the eye-lens aper- 
ture, and place a small re- 
flector, sudi as a reflecting 
prism, just over this aperture, 
and so as to cover half of 
it, and so that, on putting 
the eye to the aperture, both 
the scales are seen — one through the microscope and the 
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other by reflexion, the two images being superposed. Observe 
the lengths on the two scales that coincide in the images. 
The ratio gives the magnifying power. Thus, if yJo inch 
in the small scale, seen through the microscope, coincides 
with an inch in the other, the magnifying power is 100. The 
two images should be truly coincident But if the eye-piece 
is not quite set, so that the image formed by the microscope 
is at distance D, the result will not be materially affected ; 
for, on account of the small focal length of the eye-piece, as 
the distance of the image varies, its magnitude practically 
varies in the same ratio, and it continues to subtend the same 
angle. 

This is, however, very far from being a complete account 
of the modem microscope. We shall now consider a few 
' points more in detail. 

Eye-piece. — A microscope is generally fitted with one of 
the eye-pieces already described, according to the purpose for 
which it is to be used. 

Objective. — Much attention has been given to the micro- 
scope objective ; and a really good objective is an expensive 
article, and requires great care in making. An objective 
consists of a combination of lenses so arranged as to correct 
chromatic and spherical aberration. Many forms have been 
proposed and used for objectives. A form frequently used 
consists of three double lenses, each being an equi-convex 
lens of crown cemented to a plano-convex lens of flint, made 
achromatic for centrical pencils, the plane suriaces being all 
turned towards the incident light In another form the front 
lens is a single plano-convex, nearly hemispherical, the plane 
surface being turned towards the light This will, of course, 
show strong chromatic and spherical aberration. It is, there- 
fore, combined with a strongly over-corrected system of 
lenses. 

The correction for spherical aberration can be adjusted 
by relative motion of the lenses of the objective. Thus a 
part of the objective is made so that it can be moved with 
respect to the rest by means of an arrangement called the 
serew-coUar. 

The ordinary theories of spherical aberration and of 
formation of images by pencils not very oblique are totally 
inapplicable to the microscope objective, for it is necessary to 
have a great deal of %ht entering it, and we shall see that, on 
account of reasons connected with diflraction, it is necessary 
that the pencils should make all angles with the axis up to 
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very large values. Hence the angular aperture of modem 
objectives is made very large. 

The cover-glass, or glass generally employed to cover a 
microscopic specimen, produces aberfation of the more oblique 
rays from a given 
point O, as shown 
in the diagram. This 
produces an effect 
of the same sort as 
spherical aberration ; 
. and it can be cor- 
rected in the same 
way. The screw- 
collar must be ad- 
justed to suit the 
particular thickness 
of cover-glass in 
use. 
Fig. in shows how, of the rays coming from a point 
of the object and passing through the cover-^lass and the air, 
some enter the ob- 
jective and some are 
lost If a liquid, 
having higher refrac- 
tive index than air, 
is placed between 
I he cover-^lass and 
the objective, more 
of the rajrs will be 
gathered up ; and 
even of those rays 
which before were re- 
ceived into the objec- 
tive, through the air, 
less light will be lost by reflexion at the surfaces. There will 
thus be a gain in the amount of light received ; and, what is 
of special importance with high-power objectives, there will be 
a gain of the more oblique rays. This arrangement is called 
immersion. The liquid which was at first used was water. 
But Abbe has discovered that oil of cedar-wood possesses 
about the same refractive index and dispersive power as the 
glass of the objective. It is, in consequence, ^e best flnid 
to use, and the arrangement is then called a homogeneoTU 
immerBicm. .^ , 
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Aperture of Microscope Objective. — The angular 
aperture of the objective is the angle of the cone of rays sent 
by a point of the object into the objective. An essential 
point to aim at is that the aperture should be very large for 
the reasons already stated. Objectives are made with angular 
apertures in air as high as 110". Hence the difficulty, with 
this great aperture, of making the objective at the same time 
free from spherical and chromatic aberration. There is, how- 
ever, a better way of estimating the aperture of a microscope, 
not in terms of an angle at aJl And this we shall shortly 
consider. 

BrightnesB of Image. — We have seen that the image of 
an object and the object itself appear equally bright if both 
object and eye are in air; or if the object is in a medium 
of refractive index ^, and the eye in air, the brightness of the 
image is to that of the object in the ratio i : /*'. 

To express more precisely the meaning of this statement, 
two small areas, S, S', of object and image, at corresponding 
points, P, P', and such that the 
orthogonal projections of S, S' at 
right angles to two straight lines, 
P T, P" r, are equal, will send 
equal quantities of light (when 
/I = i) down equal small solid 
angles about P T, P T'. Thus the , 
quantities of light sent by S, S' into 
any small area, such as the pupil 
of the eye, placed in turn along 
and at right angles to PT and 
FT', will be inversely proportional to the squares of the 
distances of S and S' from this area or pupil. Or, again, 
if the areas S,S' are taken to be such that their apparent 
sizes at the pupil are equal, they will send equal quantities of 
light into the pupil. This is expressed by saying that the 
object and image have equal brightnesses at the points P, P'. 

Or, to express this in symbols, if I is the brightness of 
the area S, & the angle which P T makes with the normal to S, 
and A the area of the pupil at distance d from S and at right 
angles to P T, the light sent from S into the pupil is — 
I ■ S cos g ■ A 

Let the same letters, with dashes, be used to refer to S'; and 
ihe light sent from S' into the pupil is — „ , 




I' ■ S* COB ? ■ A 



Now, 1 = 1'; that is, if (i) S cos fl = S' cos 9, the quanti- 
ties of light received from the two 
areas are in the inverse ratio of the 
squares of their distances; and if 
, Scostf S'cos^ 
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sizes are equal, that is, they subtend 
equal solid angles at the eye, the 
quantities of light received from them 
are equal. 

Two surfaces, then, are equally 
bright if small areas, apparently equal 
when seen from two small equal aper- 
tures, held at right angles to the in- 
cident light, send equal quantities of 
light into these apertures. This, how- 
ever, is on the supposition that the 
light sent from each surface fills 
the corresponding aperture; that is, 
the pencils of light must not be re- 
stricted to a part of the aperture only. 
Now, in the case of a high-power 
microscope, the pencils from the 
image are too narrow to fill the pupil, 
notwithstanding the great wideness of 
the pencils which leave the object, as 
the figure shows. 

In this case, then, the brightness 
of the image as it appears to the eye, 
is to the brightness it would have if 
the pencils firom it were wide enough 
to fill the pupil, in the ratio of the 
area of the pupil filled to the whole 
area of the pupiL 

If a microscope reveals an object 
which was invisible without its assist- 
ance, it is never because it produces 
an image brighter than the object 
The image is, at best, only as bright 
as the object ; and in practice is less 
because of its increased apparent size, or 
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solid angle subtended at the eye; though the brightness is 
diminished, the light received is increased, and is enough to 
produce an appreciable effect on the eye, whereas that from 
the object was not. The microscope accomplishes this by 
gathering up rays from the object which would not have 
entered the pujnl, and directing them towards the pupil, as 
will be understood on examining the figure. 

Imagine two corresponding elements of object and ims^ 
on the axis. Let a, a' be the divergences from the axis of the 
extreme rays through these. Let ^, ^ be corresponding linear 
dimensions of object and image. Let ^ be the refractive 
index of the medium in which the object is. Suppose the 
image is at a distance, D, from the eye, the distance of distinct 
vision. Let/ be the radius of the pupiL The light entering 
the eye by a pencil &om the object is to that which would 
enter if the pupil were filled, in the ratio — 

irD' sin* a' : x/. 
Thus if I is the brightness of the image, and I' that which 
the image would have if the pupil were filled — 

I = 1 -75 sm' a.. 

p 

But /t^ sin a = li^ sin a.' = jff sin a'. 
.-.I-I^/sitfa-^ 
.jD" ii' sin' o 



where m is the magnifying power of the instrument 

Suppose the object to be in air, and separated from the 
firont of the objective by a cover-glass and a liquid for 
immersion, the surfaces of the cover-glass being planes 
perpendicular to the axis, the quantity ^ sin a will be the 
same for a ray proceeding ^m the object in the air, the glass, 
and the liquid. Thus the quantity ^ sin a, where (i is the 
refractive index of the medium just outside the objective, air 
or liquid, and a is the greatest angle made with the axis by 
rays in this medium, determines (other things being equal) 
the brightness of the image, and it is essential to make this 
quantity great. This quantity is called the ntunerioal 
aperture (N.A.) of the insthiment. 

The same quantity may be expressed in terms of the focal 
length of the objective, and the diameter of the cone of light 
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which passes through it Let/ be the numerical value of the 
focal length j and b the radius of the circle of section of the 
cone of light by the second focal plane of the objective. 
This is practicalif the same as the semi-breadth of the cone 
of light taken at the back surface of the objective ; for this 
surface very nearly coincides with the second focal plane in 
all ordinary objectives. Now, let u be the distance of the 
image formed by the objective from the second principal 
focus, the size of this image corresponding to j3 in the 
object, a' and a the divergence of extreme rays in image and 
object from the axis. Then — 



But fi' = i( and » sin a' = ^, practically. 



'. /isma 
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A microscopic specimen is frequently kept immersed, under 
its cover-glass, in some liquid, such as balsam or glycerine. 
This prevents loss of light by reflexion, and to some extent 
corrects inequalities in die under sur&ce of the glass. Since 

bi^htness of image = -^ of brightness of object, this arrange- 
ment might appear to be prejudicial to the brightness of the 




image. But the brightness of the object, or the light that 
comes from it, will depend on the light it receives. Suppose 
the object to be opaque, and we wish to view it against a 
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bright field formed by light from the under side, 
tlie case; Figs. 114 and 115 
show, respectively, how a cone 
of light would illuminate a dry 
object and an object immersed 
in liquid, and pass away from it 
on the upper side, as much light 
ultimately diverging from the 
object above the cover-glass, in 
a cone of given angle, in each 
case. In fact, the real bright- 
ness of the object is greater in the 
second case, because it receives 
more light, and hence seuds out 
more, per unit of solid angle. 

Let OCCy, EDE' denote 
object-glass and eye-piece. Let 
a^^ be the image formed by 
O O* of an object A H B. Let 
H be the point in the line A H B 
furthest from A, the whok pencil 
of light from which, after refrac- 
tion through O C, falls on E E'. 
The figure shows how a portion 
only of the pencil from B falls 
on E E', and as points are taken 
along A H B fiirther off from A, 
less light from these points will 
be received by the eye, or the 
images of these points become 
more and more dim ; that is, the ' 
edge of the image gradually 
fades out, and there is produced 
what is called the ragged edge. . 
To prevent this, a diaphragm is 
put utaAli, vrith a circular aper- 
ture of radius a A, and this is 
called the s^p. 

With a positive eye-piece the 
position for the stop is in front 
of both lenses, at the focus of 
the eye-pece; with a negative 
eye- piece it must be placed 
between the lenses at the focus of the second, or ^e-leos.- 
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Let Cf (/ be the im^e, fonned by the eye-pieccj of C O. 
Then any lay can be easUy drawn after passing through £ £,' 
for it puses through the point oi octf corresponding to the 
point of C O' from which it came. The rays from H which 
meet the object-glass at the points O, C, O' are drawn. They 
meet ix^i/ in the points o,c, d. The aieaoed is the r^ioo of 
greatest concentration of rays. It is called the eye-ring. 
The point f is called the eye-point If the pupil of the eye 
is of diameter od ot less, it receives most tight when at the 
eye-ring. On moving the eye from this position in either 
direction, rays will be lost, chiefly from points at the outer edge 
of the field. If the pupil is of greater diameter than o d, it 
may be moved a little from c without loss of light ; but at ^ all 
the pencils enter it centricaliy. The eye-ring is thus the best 
position for the pupil. 

Micrometer Eye-pleoe. — This is used to measure the 
dimensions of an object It consists of a positive eye-piece 
with a fine wire in its focal plane, which wire is capable of 
being moved transversely in this plane by means of a screw 
carrying the frame to which it is attached. The screw- 
head is divided so that we may estimate the distance in 
terms of the screw-pitch through which the wire has been 
moved across the image fonned by the object-glass. Now, 
this image is similar to the object, so that the distances 
through which the wire is moved are proportional to the cor- 
responding distances in the object To measure a distance in 
the object, then, we must estimate the corresponding distance 
in the image in terms of the screw-pitch, and then replace the 
I object by a small scale, such as a 
/ subdivided millimeter, and estimate a 
length on the image of this in terms 
of the screw-pitch. Thus we get, by 
proportion, the required distance. 

This arrangement would not be 
applicable to the negative eye-piece, 
because the image formed at the 
position in which the wire must be 
put is not similar to the object, on 
account of the linear distortion pro- 
duced by the field-lens, 

Binocnlar Microaoope. — This 
has two eye-pieces for the two eyes, 
with axes converging to the object- 
glass. The light leaving the object- 
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glass b divided so as to foim images in both eye-pieces. 
There are various ways of dividing the light. Fig. 117 illus- 
trates how it may be done; one half of the pencil coming 
from the object-glass being re- 
ceived by a suitably shaped piece 
of glass with plane faces, and, 
after two internal reflexions, 
emerging in a direction inclined 
to that of the other half. The 
distance between the eye-pieces 
has to be arranged to suit the 
distance between the eyes. This 
may be done by having the 
eye-pieces movable in their di- 
vei^ng tubes by means of rack- 
works. 

The Astronomioal Tele- 
scope. — In its simplest form ' 
this consists of two converging 
lenses — an object^Iass and an 
eye-piece. The object-glass, O, 
forms an image, d ^,o[ a dis- 
tant object, AB. (/^ is nearly at, 
just beyond, the principal focus, 
The eye-piece E forms an en- 
larged virtual image, a ^, of o'^. 

Let -/, -/ be the focal 
lengths of object-glass and eye- 
piece. The magnifying power, 
m, is the ratio of the angles 
subtended at the eye hy ab and 
by ABjWhen they are both at 
great distances from the tele- 
scope. The exact position of 
ab does not practically affect 
this ratio ; for/* is so small that 
i/y will be practically at the 
principal focus of E. The exact 
position of A B does not matter 
practically ; for as long as A B 
is very far off, the image a" A" will be practically at the prin- 
cipal focus of the ohject-glass. The angle which A B subtends 
at the eye is practically equal to A O B, i.^.too'C^. Putting 
tangents for angles, we have — 
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dU a'l/ Ot' /' ,. „ 

The magnifying power of a. telescope may be found by 
looking through it at a distant scale or some object with equi- 
distant marks, such as a brick wall, with one eye, while the 
object is seen directly with the other eye. The two pictures 
thus seen are got to overlap, and the number of divisions in 
the latter that coincide with one division in the fonner is the 
required magnifying power. 

Another method of finding the magniiying power is as 

follows : ffi = '4 = (by expression for magnification piodnced 

-by lens) diameter of object-glass -4- diameter of image formed 
by eye-piece of object-glass. Thus it is only necessary to 
measure the object-glass, or some object in the place of it, 
such as the length of a slit cut in a piece of cardboard ; and 
the length of the corresponding image. 

In an actual telescope the parts are not so simple as here 
described. The object-glass is generally a compound lens, 
made achromatic for centrical pencils, consisting of a convex 
lens of crown and a concave of Hint glass. The eye-piece of 
an astronomical telescope, or of an ordinary telescope used for 
observing purposes, is generally one of those already described. 
This arrangement, however, produces an inverted ims^e. To 
avpid this an erecting eye-piece is used. One form of this con- 
sists of four convex lenses, the first two of which are of equal 
focal length, and so placed that the image formed by the objective 
is at the first principal focus of the first lens. Then an image 
would be formed at the second principal focus of the second lens. 
The other two lenses form an ordinary Huyghens eye-piece. 

As with a microscope, a stop is used to cut off the ragged 
edge ; and if the telescope is to be used for observations of 
position, or measurements, it is furnished with cross-wires in 
the focus of the eye-piece, or eye-lens. 

In telescopes, as in microscopes, if the magnifying power 
is high, the pencils of light do not fill the pupiL If the eye- 
ring were as large as, or larger than, the pupil, the brightness 
of the image to an eye with pupil at eye-ring would be the same 
as that of the object; = I', say. Let I be the brightness of the 
image as it appears to the eye. Let r, p be the radii of eye- 
ring and pupil, r being less than/. Then — 

■=k;)- ^. , 
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This can be put into a diireient form. For if m is the 
magnifying power of the instrument, and h the radius of the 

object-glass, m = - ; or r = — . Thus — 

We see,, then, the advantage of having a wide object-glass. 
The entire quantity of light received from an object through 
the telescope will be to that received by the eye without the 
telescope in the ratio Iw' : I' ; for the light received per 
unit of solid angle is changed in the ratio I : I', and the solid 
angle is changed in the ratio m^: i. Thus the light is increased 
in the ratio ^ :/*, that is, in the ratio of the aperture of the 
object-glass to that of the pupiL 

This, too, is otherwise obvious ; for without* the telescope 
the eye would only have received as much light as could enter 
the pupil, but the telescope gathers up all that enters the 
object-glass and directs it into the pupiL Thus stars which 
are invisible to the naked eye are revealed by a wide-aperture 
telescope. 

t\\& field of view of a telescope means the angle subtended 
at the eye by die diameter of the whole area of the object 
seen; or the angle between the extreme pencils from the 
object to the eye. This is practically the same as the angle 
subtended at the centre of the object-glass. If it were deter- 
mined by pencils whose axes meet the eye-piece, it would be 
twice the angle hCa'va Fig. 116; that is, the angle subtended 
at the centre of the object-glass by the diameter of the eye- 
piece. It is, however, limited by the stop to those pencils all 
of whose rays meet the eye-piece. Thus it is twice the angle 
4Cff. Let b,y be the radii of object-glass and eye-piece (or 
field-lens of eye-piece). l>t x = radius of stop, and 2® = field. 
Then, by drawing a straight line from parallel to C D to meet 
E E', we have, by similar triangles— 
xA-b If + b 
/ "/+/' 

■ ^ _ ^/- ¥' 

And being small, = tan @. 

•■®-/!/+/) ,, , 
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-This consists of a convex lens for 
object-glass, and a concave lens 
for eye-piece. The image which 
ttie object-glass would form is 
behind the eye-piece ; so that it 
is never formed, but acts as a 
virtual object to the eye-piece. 
The eye-piece reinverts this in 
the final image, thus giving an 
erect image; and tlus is the 
main advantage of the instru- 
ment The figure shows the 
instrument arranged to produce 
an image a, at an infinite dis- 
tance, of an object A at an 
infinite distance; d being the 
image of A formed by the object- 
glass, a* is in a focal plane of 
both O and E. Thus the di*. 
tance between O and £ is the 
difference of their numerical 
^ focal lengths. Or, as for the 
S astronomical telescope, OE = 
g -/, —fr In this telescope no 
stop or cross-wires for measur- 
ing can be used. The eye-ring 
is in front of the eye-piece, SO 
*■ that the eye cannot be put at 
it; the rays diverge from the 
eye-piece, and the field is very 
limited. The area of the eye- 
piece used, or the effective 
aperture, is equal to the area 
of the pupil. 

The opera-glajss consists of 
a pair of Galilean telescopes, 
the object-glass and eye-piece 
of each being, as a rule, com- 
pound achromatic lenses, Mrith 
an arrangement for varying the 
distance between object-glass 
and eye-piece, for diiferent eyes 
and difierent distances of ob- 
ject 

L)in;« ...Google 
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Befleotisg TelsBOopas. — In all these, instead of an object- 
glass consisting of a convex lens, a concave mirror, called the 
object-mirror, is used to form an image of the object. 

In BtrschtFs telescope the aperture is very large, and the 




image formed by the mirror is viewed directly with an eye-piece. 
The incidence is made slightly oblique, and the eye-piece placed 
a little to the side, so that the head of the observer may be as 
much out of the way 
as possible. 

In Newtotis tele- 
scope the incidence 
on the concave 
mirror is direct, and 
a small plane mirror | 
or reflecting prism is 
used to reflect the 
image out at the 
side, where the eye- 
piece receives it 

In Gregorys tele- 
scope (Fig, 122) the 
light, after reflexion 
at the mirror, forms 
an image, a' y. This 
image forms, with the help of another concave mirror, an im^e, 
d' y. This is viewed by the eye-piece. Adjustment for 
difi'erent eyes is efiected by moving the small mirror along 
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In C(Iu^^i»Vj telescope (Fig. 133) there is a small convex 
miiTor instead of the small concave miiror of Gregory's. The 
image dS via. virtual object for this mirror, and gives the real 
image a"*". The image as seen by the eye-piece is then 
inverted. 




To find the magnifying power of Herschel's telescope. 
Let the distant object A B form in the object-mirror the image 
dV. Then— 

_ LdYJ! 
*"- i_ ACB 

_ L d^V _ a'C _ / 
~ L dOf ~ dY. f 
where/ and ~f are the focal lengths of object-mirror and 
eye-piece. 

In Newton's telescope let a' /S* be the image formed by the 
object-mirror, dS the image formed by the [^ane mirror. 
Then dS = dif, and we have — ^ , 

o„„,GoOglc 
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"' L ACB 
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Let us consider the magnifying power and the field of view 
of Gregory's telescope. Let/, —ftf be the focal lengths of 
the large mirror, eye-piece, and small minor. Let O, O" be 
the centres of the large and small mirrors, F" the focus of 
the small mirror. Let the distance between the foci of the 
mirrors be x. 

The magnifying power — 

/g-Ey _ Vt Oil' _ (fv oy 
"^ TTiW ' W S" " oV Eo"' 
_ Then Ea" =/; OV =/" -«; 0«' =/ And— 



■■ I/- + 0V^/' + «-/■■ 
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We may find, from this, an approximate expression not 
involving x. 

The image a" ^ is near to, and we shall suppose it at, the 
pole of the large mirror. Thus — 

/= d-d = a'O' + OV =l^M-^^r- x; 

:.fx=r-x'. 
;>: being small, we have, approximately — 
fx^f; 

• m-l- 

"//■'■ 

Supposing the object-mirror large enough, so that it imposes 

no restriction on the field, the field will be limited by the ex- 

treme rays drawn from the small mirror to the eye-piece. The 

extreme visible field is found by drawing a straight line between 
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the highest points of small mirror and eye-piece. Now, the 
small mirror is made about equal in size to the aperture in the 
object-mJiror, so as just to cut off all incident rays that would 
fall directly on the eye-piece, and the eye-piece is made of 
about the same size to talce in as great a field as possible. 
Thus if a is the radius of the front lens of the eye-piece, and 
,a"6" is the radius of the image, formed by the small mirror, of 
the whole object seen, ii"3" = a, about And the semiangle 

subtended by the image si 



M being the magnifying power of the instrument 

The two expressions here found for the magnifying power, 
and the expression for the field of view, also apply to Casse- 
grain's telescope. 

Id the reflecting telescope the difficulty of obtaining an 
achromatic object-glass is got over once for alL Such a tele- 
scope does not produce so bright an image or such good 
definition as an equally large refracting telescope ; but mirrors 
for reflecting telescopes can be made much larger than object- 
glasses. Lord Rosse's large reflecting telescope, which can be 
used either as a Newtonian or as a Herschelian, has a reflector 
of 6 feet diameter, and 53 feet focal length ; whereas object- 
glasses have not been made of a feet diameter. The material 
frequently used for object-mirrors is speculum metal, a coror- 
pound of copper and tin. Mirrors made of this material, 
however, are found difficult to keep in good order, as it readily 
becomes tarnished, and great care has to be exercised in 
cleaning and polishing it, so as not to alter the shape of the 
mirror. Reflectors have also been made of silver deposited 
on glass, the silvered side being used as the reflecting side. 
These afford a better reflecting surface, are more easily made, 
and more easily kept in order. 

Among large telescopes that have been constructed on the 
reflecting principle, in modem times, may be mentioned that 
of the Melbourne Observatory, which is a Cassegrain telescope 
of 4 feet aperture. This form is not frequently used. As a 
terrestrial telescope, it possesses the defect of giving an inverted 
image. But it has the advantage over Gregory's, which pro- 
duces an erect image, that the spherical aberrations of its 
mirrors are in opposite directions, and so tend to cancel each 
other. 
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The Speotrometer. — This is an instnimeot used for 
measuring the refracting angles and refractive indices of 
prisms. Its m^n parts are a horizontal divided circle; a 
horizontal platfbrm turning about the axis of the divided circle, 
and having a vernier, or two verniers at opposite ends of a 
diameter, which move over the circle ; a collimator set hori- 
zontally, at a higher level than the platform, and turned towards 
the axis of the circle ; a telescope set horizontally at the same 
level as the collimator, turned towards the axis of the circle, 
and movable about this axis, with verniers moving over the 
circle. The collimator consists of a convex lens at the end 
of a tube, with a vertical slit, or a pair of cross-wires, in the 
focus; the telescope is a common telescope with a positive 
eye-piece, and a pair of cross-wires in the focus of the eye- 
piece. In both collimator and telescope the distance of the 
cross-wires, or of the slit in the collimator, from the object- 
glass is adjustable. And in the telescope the distance of the 
eye-piece from the cross-wires can be adjusted to suit the eye. 

To use the instrument, first set the telescope eye-piece to 
suit the eye. Then the telescope and collimator must he set 
for parallel light. This may be done by setting the telescope 
first, turning it to a very distant object, and adjusting it till the 
image of this coincides with its wires. Then turn the telescope 
to the collimator; and adjust this so that the image of its ^it 
or wires coincides with the wires of the telescope. Suppose 
that cross-wires are used in the collimator; then the cross- 
wires in telescope and collimator are at the principal foci of 
the object-glasses. The pencils of light from the collimator 
wires leave the collimator as parallel pencils, and on entering 
the telescope converge to the plane of its wires. 

To measure the angle of a prism, this is set on the platform 
with its faces vertical, or at right angles to the plane m which 
the axes of the telescope and collimator are. The best way of 
doing this is to have the prism on a little table provided with 
three levelling-screws, and resting on the platform, and so to 
adjust the level that the image of the collimator wires occupies 
the same position in the field of the telescope when seen by 
reflexion at either face as when seen directly. In making this 
adjustment we may either fix the telescope on one side, not in 
a line with the collimator, and turn the platform with the prism 
so as to reflect light from the collimator into the telescope off 
the faces in turn ; or we may fix the prism in such a position 
that each face reflects some of the light from the collimator, 
and turn the telescope so as to receive light off each face in 
Coo'^lc 
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turn. These adjustments being matJe, we may measure the 
angle of the prism in two ways. 

1. Fix the prism so that each face reflects light from the 
collimator. Turn the telescope to receive light ^m one face 
of the pnsm and set it so that the image of the colllmatoi 

wires is formed in a 
definite position with 
reference to its wires, 
so that, for instance, 
the intersections of the 
two pairs coincide. 
Read the angle at 
which the telescope is 
set. Move the tele- 
: scope till the image of 
the collimator wires is 
seen by reflexion off 
the other &ce of the 
prism in the same way. 
The angle of the prism 
is half the angle 
"■ "*■ through which the tele- 

scope has been turned. For if A B, C D denote the parallel 
lays of light coming from the collimator, and B E, D F the 
reflected rays; these last will be the directions along which 
the telescope axis is set in the two positions ; and they contain 
an angle equal to twice the angle of the prism. 

2, Set the telescope on one side, and turn the prism so as to 
reflect the images of the collimator wires in turn into the tele- 
scop& The angle through which the prism is turned between 
the two positions is the supplement of its refracting angle. 

To measure the refracting index of the prism, we have, in 
addition, to determine the angle of minimum deviation which 
the prism produces. This must, of course, be done with light 
of the definite quality for which we require the prism's re- 
Eractive index — say, for sodiiun light got by burning a. sodium 
salt in a Bunsen flame. The most accurate way of deter- 
mining the angle is as follows ; Set the prism to produce 
minimiun deviation on one side, and set the telescope to view 
the image, taking the reading of the position of the telescope. 
Now turn the prism till it produces minimum deviation on the 
other side, and set the telescope to view the image. The 
angle of minimum deviation is half the angle through which 
the telescope has been turned between the two positions. 
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^ The SeztanL or Quadrant, invented by Newton, and 
reinvented by Hadley, is used to measure the angnlar distance 
between two distant objects. It depends on the principle that 
if a beam of light is 
reflected by a mirror, 
then, when the miiroi 
is rotated, the reflected 
beam is rotated through 
twice as great an angle ; 
or if a given beam is 
to be reflected in a 
given direction, then, 
when the incident beam 
is rotated, the mirror 
must be rotated through 
half as great an angle. 

M and N are two 
mirrors set at right 
angles to the plane of 
tha instrument ; only 
half of N is silvered, 
the remaindei being 

transparent. M is mov- p^ „j, 

able about an axis at 

rig^t angles to the plane of the instrument by means of the arm 
M P, which moves over a divid^ arc of a circle, and carries 
a vernier at P. T is a telescope turned to the mirror N. If 
M is parallel to N, rays of light would enter T from the same 
distant point, both through the transparent part of N and 
after reflexions in the two mirrors. P should now be at the 
zero of the divided arc. To measure the angular distance 
between two distant objects, M is turned till the two objects 
are seen to coincide in the telescope, The angle through 
which M is turned, given by the reading at P, is half t£e 
required angular distance. The instrument is generally 
graduated so as to give the angular distance directly. Thus 
the arc is numbered in half-degrees. 

The HelloBtat — It is frequently necessary to have sun- 
light in a definite direction for a considerable tim& The 
heliostat is an instrument which, by means of clockwork, 
keeps a reflector turning so as to accomplish this. The 
position for the mirror, to reflect the light of the sun in a 
given direction, is such that its normal bisects the angle 
between the direction and the direction of the sun. There 

c;oo3ic 
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must then be some anungement for causing the mirror to 
move so that its normal always has such a position. It will 
be sufficiently accurate to suppose that, during the time for 
which a heliostat is used, the sun's poUr distance — that is, the 
angle between the sun's direction and the earth's axis — remains 
constant, and that the sun moves round this axis, relatively to 
the earth, with uniform angular velocity. The ordinal and 
simplest form of heliostat is that of Fahrenheit In it is an 
axis which is set parallel to the earth's axis, this being done 
by setting it in the meridian, and to make an angle with the 
horizon equal to the latitude of the place The mirror can be 
firmly attached to this axis, and is set so that its normal 
makes an angle with it equal to half the sun's polar distance. 
The axis is carried round by clockwork at the rate of one 
revolution per day, in the sense of the sun's motion. If, then, 
the mirror is set so that its normal is, on starting, in the plane 
containing the sun and the earth's axis, it will be in such a 
plane always ; and the mirror will turn so as to continually reflect 
the sua's light along the axis. Another reflector could then 
be fixed, if necessary, so as to send the sun's rays in any 
required direction. 

Silbermatm's Heliostat. —As an example of a heliostat, 
we here describe that of Silbermann. The drawing and the 
description are taken from Jamin's " Cours de Physique." m m 
is the mirror which reflects the sun's rays in the required 
direction. Let O S be the direction of the sun, and O R that 
in which it is required to reflect the light. The apparatus is 
so arranged that the normal O N to the raiiror shall always 
bisect the angle ROS, and then the sun's light is always 
reflected along OR. mm is carried on a jointed framework, 
in which f efa forms a rhombus, pf being its diagonal ; pf is 
rigidly attached to the mirror, and is normal to its surface. 
pe is parallel to the rod r, which is set in the direction OR. 
/a is parallel to the rod. Arrangements have thus to be made 
to cause the rod C always to point towards the sun. For this 
purpose this rod is carried by the arm C P j, which consists of 
a portion of a divided circle having its centre at O, and is 
rotated, by means of the clockwork in the. box H, about the 
axis F at the rate of one revolution in 24 hours. The box is 
set so that the axis F is inclined to the horizon at an angle 
equal to the latitude of the place in which the apparatus is 
used, and so that this axis is in the meridian ; and is kept in 
this position by the clam ping- screw K. The limb C D j, 
which slides in an aperture at D, is then set so that the angle 
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C O D is equal to the complement of the sun's declination, 
that is, to the angle which the direction of the sun makes 
with the earth's axis. If, then, the clockwork being set going, 
C O is set to point towards the sun, it will continue to do so. 



CO may be turned towards the sun by turning Cs till a 
needle, which is attached to the axis at D, indicates the hour 
of true time on the dial B B. The limb r r" is carried by a 
hollow support which surrounds the axis that connects C F ^ 
with the clockwork, and moves independently of this axis ; by 
means of the two clamping-screws E and A, the rod r can be 
set in any desired direction, the direction in which the light 
is to be reflected. 

Attached to the limb C P j are a pin-hole aperture s and 
a small screen P, such that the line P j is parallel to C O- 
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These may be used in setting the apparatus. It is, for instance, 
unnecessary to know the meridian plane if the apparatus is 
set correctly in all other respects. For if this is the case, and 
the whole apparatus be turned about, keeping its base level, 
till the sun shines through s on P, then the axis must be in 
the meridian. 

Example. 
If jaw were observii^ a small lumioous object by a telescope not 
corrected for chromatic aberration, what appearances would present them- 
selves on sliding the eye-piece in and out? (Lond. Int. Sci. Pass, iSSi,) 



CHAPTER IX. 

VELOCITY OF LIGHT. 

The first successful attempt to measure the velocity of light 
was made by Roemer, a Danish astronomer, in about 1675. 
His method was based on observations of the eclipses of 
Jupiter's first satellite. The plane in which the satellite 
revolves round Jupiter is nearly the same as that of Jupiter's 
orbit about the sun ; and the satellite becomes periodically 
eclipsed, passing into the shadow of Jupiter cast by the sun. 
The satellite revolves uniformly about Jupiter, as does Jupiter 
about the sun, so that successive eclipses should occur at 
equal intervals, and so should successive emergences. In the 
figure S denotes the sun, and the inner and outer circles the 
orbits of the earth and Jupiter. Suppose both to move in the 
plane of the paper, clockwise. Jupiter's period of revolution 
is II years and 10 months. Suppose the planets (E and J) to 
be in conjunction, that is, in the positions E,, J,. In a little 
more than 6 months they will be in opposition, at Eg, J,. And 
after another equal interval they will be in conjunction again 
at E,; Jj. Now, while E moves fJom Ei to E, the appearances 
of the satellite can be observed; and while E moves firom 
E, to E, its disappearances can be observed. It is found that 
the mean interval between successive appearances is longer 
than the mean interval between successive disappearances. 
This is because light takes a finite time to reach the earth 
from the satellite, and a longer time as the earth gets fiirther 
away. If the interval between successive disappearances or 
appearances is calculated from observations made as the 
earth moves from conjunction to conjunction again, it is found 
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that the interval between appearances at Eiand E, is 16 mins. 
z6 sees, longer than the calculated time, and the interval 
between disappearances at Ej and E, is by the same amount 
shorter than the calculated time. Thus r6 mins. 26 sees, is 




the time that light takes to travel over the diameter of the earth's 
orbit And the velocity of light in space is found by dividing 
this diameter by 16 mins. j6 sees. The result that has been 
obtained in this way is 308,000,000 metres per second. 

Bradley, the English astronomer, in 1728, explained, by 
means of the finite velocity of light, the astronomical pheno- 
menon called aberration; and deduced ^ ^ 
from the phenomenon the value of the 
velocity of light in space. This pheno- 
menon is a small apparent periodic dis- 
placement of the fixed stars from the mean 
position. The period of the displacement 
is a year ; and the displacement is always 
in the direction in which the earth .' 
moving in its orbit Now, suppose the 
earth to be at A, and let A B denote the 
velocity with which it is moving ; let light j 
be coming to A along the path C A and 
with a velocity denoted by C A j then 
the relative approach of the light towards the earth is com- 
pounded of the two velocities C A and B A, that is, it is 
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represented by D A. That the light will appear to come along 
the path D A will, perhaps, be made clearer by the followiDg 
illustration : — 

Suppose a telescope (and the same reasoning would apply 
to the eye) to be directed along A C, Then, if the light enters 
one end of the tube at C, by the time the light has arrived at 
A, the other end of the tube will have got to B, and the light 
will not be perceived. But if the telescope is directed along 
A D, the light coming along D B enters the tube at D, and 
by the time it arrives at B, the other end of the tube is there 
to receive it Thus the light appears to come along D A. 
This explanation does not at all depend on the nature of light, 
but merely on the facts that light travels with finite velocity, 
and dong straight lines, so that its path in the moving 
telescope tube is in a straight line with all the remainder of its 
path. 

Let, then, a. denote the angle which the apparent distance 
of the star is making with the earth's path, that is, the aogle 
CAB; and let 8 denote the angular apparent displacement 
of the star from its true position. Let V and v be the velocities 
of light and of the earth. Then we have — 
w _ sin BDA _ sin S 
V ~ sin BAD ~ sin a' 

To find S it is necessary to know the true direction of the 
star. This, for many stars, is the same as its mean apparent 
direction, practically. The distances of some stars are so 
vast that the directions of one from all points of the earth's 
orbit are about the same. And in two intervals, separated by 
six months, when the earth is moving with equal velocities in 
opposite directions, a will have nearly equal values, and the 
displacements from the true position will be equal and opposite. 
The greatest value of 8 for any star is only about one-third of a 
minute of angular measure. 

Fisean'B Exparimant.~Suppose a source of light to send 
a pencil to a plane mirror at a great distance placed normally 
to the path of the pencil Imagine a toothed wheel near the 
source, and so placed that the light goes and returns by the 
space between two teeth. Now, the wheel may be rotated at such 
a speed that the light goes to the mirror through an aperture, 
and on its return is intercepted by the next tooth ; or, again, 
the wheel may be routed faster, so that the light returns by 
the next aperture. On continuing to increase the speed, 
successive disappearances and reappearances would be observed. 
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This is the principle of Fizeau's method. The experiment 
was carried out in the following manner : — 

At two stations, a considerable distance apart, are two 
telescopes, A B and C D. In Fizeau's experiment this distance 
was nearly three 
miles. The two tele- 
scopes are directed 
towards each other, 
so that light from the 

focus of the object- 

glass of either may '*' 
enter the other. This 
is arranged by setting eacli 
so that the image of the o 
of the other is brought to 
of its field of view. The e; 
is removed, and a plane r 
is set at the focus of C, an 
angles to the axis of C, si 
rays entering C may return to B. It |^~-!— ^'^ 
is clear that extremely accurate setting : i 1 
of M is not necessary, so long as the 
focus of C is in M, S is a source 
of light of which an image is formed 
at F, the focus of B, by means of a 
system of lenses and a plate of unsil- 
vered glass, G, inclined at 45° to the 
axis of B. W is a toothed wheel, 
whose teeth pass over F, and which 
can be rotated at a known rate by 
means of clockwork and counting- 
wheels. When the wheel rotates 
slowly, on looking through A an 
image of S will be seen, for Hie light 
will go through two teeth to M, and 
return through the same space. As 
the speed of W is increased, the light 
will be cut off; and on still further 
increasing it, the hght will reappear, 
because it goes to M through one *■>"■ '»9- 

aperture and returns through the next ; and so on. If, then 
the speed of W giving complete extinction of the light is 
known, and the number of the extinction (whether it is the 
first second, third, etc.), the angle through which the wheel 
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has turned between letting the light through and cutting it 
off again is known ; and thus can be found the time the light 
has taken to travel firom F to M and back again ; and so the 
velocity of light in air. 

The chief objection to this method is that the exact speed 
of the wheel at which complete extinction of the light takes 
place cannot be directly determined ; extinction appears to be 
complete at any speed which allows too small a quantity of 
light to pass to affect the eye. 

Comu has introduced improvements into this method. 
The speed of rotation of the wheel W was allowed to vajy, 
its revolutions being registered electrically, so that its speed 
at any instant could be deduced. At ' the same time, the 
observer can, by means of a key, register any instant at which 
he desires to know the speed. Thus, by allowing the speed 
to vary continuously, and registering the instants at which the 
light disappears and reappears, the speeds at these two 
instants can be determined ; and the speed for complete 
extinction is the mean between them. Cornu has found by 
this method for the velocity of light in air, 300,330,000 ; and 
in vacuo, 300,400,000 metres per second. 

Foncanlt'B Method. — ^The figure shows a horizontal plan 
of Fou cult's arrangement. Sunlight is directed through a 




rectangular aperture, S, in the middle of which is a fine vertical 
wire. The light passes through a vertical plate of glass, G, 
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inclined at 45° to its path, and through an achromatic lens, L. 
At M is a small plane miiior which can be rotated about a 
vertical axis. At C is a concave mirror having its centre 
of curvature on the axis of rotation of M. The lens L is so 
adjusted that when M is suitably directed, an image of S is 
formed at C. Supposing M to be stationary, the light reflected 
back from C will form an image of S, which may be seen by 
refiexion from G, by means of a lens H ; at A, say. Now, 
suppose M to be rotated with a moderate degree of rapidity. 
On account of the persistence of impressions, a contmuous 
image of S will appear to be formed at A. The brightness 
of this image will depend upon the extent of the mirror C, 
for light is only being reflected back to L in the small portion 
of M's rotation in which it is sending light to C. 

Suppose, now, that M is rotated very rapidly. During the 
time that light travels from M to C and back to M, M has 
turned through a small angle, and thus the light is reflected off 
from M by a slightly different path from that by which it 
arrived. This is true for each separate ray of light travelling 
from M to C ; and whatever be the extent of C, all the rays 
on coming back to M are reflected back along paths inclined 
to their original paths at a common angle, equal to twice the 
angle throu^ which M has turned during the passage of the 
light from M to C and back to M. This will cause the image 
of S formed by reflected rays, and seen by reflexion at the 
glass G, to appear displaced from A ; to A', say. 

Suppose that a denotes the distance S M ; ^, the distance 
MC; (/, the displacement A A' of the image of S J n, the number 
of turns made by M per second ; V, the velocity of light The 

time taken by light to travel to distance M C M is 2^. 

. . . b 

In this time the mirror M turns through the angle 2^ x z^m 

b 

= 4xny-. Thus the deflexion of the rays reflected from M 

is Sirnr^. And d being small, this is also very nearly -. Thus 
we get — 



In Foucault's later experiments the distance M C was made 
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large by causing the light to undergo several reflexions between 
the mirrors M and C; the distance thus obtained was zo 
metres. 

The mirror M was carried on a well-made axis, and very 
carefully balanced. It was driven by a blast of air acting 
on a sort of siren to which it was attached. It was coated 
with silver on the reflecting side. It was in some experiments 
driven at a speed of sorne 800 revolutions per second. 

Foucalt employed this apparatus to determine whether the 
velocity of light in air or in water is the greater. For this 
purpose another concave mirror, D, like C, is added to the 
apparatus, and a tube of water placed between it and M, so 
that the light had to traverse the water in its passage from 
M to D and back again. This would cause the light to come 
to a focus further off than D ; and to correct for this, a convex 
lens had to be used along with the tube of water to focus the 
light on D. Each of the mirrors C and D would now, when 
M is rotating, give rise to an image of S by reflexion at G ; and 
when M is rotating slowly, these images would be superposed 
at A. Now, suppose that M is rotated very rapidly. It was 
found that the image produced by C, by means of rays that 
had passed entirely through air, was less displaced than that 
produced by D. It follows that the velocity of light in air is 
greater than that in water. 

This experiment leads us to an important conclusion with 
regard to the nature of Hght We shall see that the emission 
theory requires that the velocity, in a medium of greater 
refrangibility, shall be greater than in one of less refrangibility ; 
but the undulatory theory requires that it shall be less. Now, 
water has a greater refrangibility than air ; and we see that 
the velocity in it is less than in air. This experiment, then, 
shows that the emission theory, as it will be described, 
is untenable. Regarded as a crucial experiment to decide 
between the two theories, it decides in favour of the wave 
theory. 

Captain A. A. Michelson, of the United States, has used 
the method of Foucault, modified in some respects, in a 
careful determination of the velocity of light The distances 
between the aperture S and the revolving mirror M, and 
between this and the fixed mirror C, were made large — 30 and 
2000 feet respectively. The mirror C was plane, and the lens, 
which was of 150 feet focal length, was placed between if 
and M. By using the lens in this way, an image of con- 
siderable brightness could be obtained, although the distance 
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M C was made so large. If the mirror C is of the same 
breadth as the lens, and M is at the principal focus of the lens, 
then, as long as light from M fells on any part of the lens, it 
will reach C and return to M. In the experiment, in order 
to increase the distance SM, M was placed about 15 feet 
within the focus of the lens, and it was found that the light in 
this way reaching C gave a bright enough image when reflected 
back to Sj although the light passing through the lens is then 
somewhat divergent, and all of it does not reach the mirror C. 

In this, as in Foucault's experiment, it is necessary that 
an image of S should be formed exactly coinciding with S, 
when M is stationary. Now, L and M form an image of S, 
say Ii- An image of Ij — say Ij — is formed by C ; and I, acts as 
the source of the reSected light For this to produce an 
image coinciding with S, it is necessary for Ii and I3 to coincide. 
Thus Ii must be formed on the surface of C. Then, whatever 
be the shape of C, la coincides with I,. 

The light returning to S was not reflected to the side, as in 
Foucault's experiment. This was unnecessary, as a large 
deflexion was produced. An eye-piece, which can be moved 
laterally along a scale which measures its motion, is placed so 
that it can be set behind the slit S, that is, on the side of S of 
the incident light, or it can be moved away to observe the 
deflected image of S when the mirror is spinning round. The 
difference of the readings on the scale when the eye-piece is 
focussed on S and on its image is the amount of the deflexion. 

The mirror M was rotated by a sort of air turbine, the 
driving pressure being susceptible of nice regulation. Its 
speed was about 256 revolutions per second. This was 
measured by comparing it with a tuning-fork kept vibrating 
by electrical means. To the tuning-fork was attached a steel 
mirror, and the light from M falling on this is reflected to 
a plate of glass in the eye-piece inclined to its axis, and then to 
the eye. The fork made about 128 complete vibrations per 
second, its exact rate being determined by comparison, by the 
acoustical method of beats, with a standard fork of about an 
octave higher. Now, when the mirror rotates and the fork 
vibrates, the successive flashes of light from the mirror M will 
generally fall on the mirror of the fork when this is in different 
positions, and a spread-out image is seen in the eye-piece. 
When the mirror rotates in the same time as the fork vibrates, 
a single distinct image is seen ; if twice as quickly, two images 
are seen, and so on. The speed of the mirror was regulated 
by adjusting the pressure while observing the reflected images 
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from the fork ; and, when a steady speed was got, an observa- 
tion of the displacement of the image was taken. A displace- 
ment of about 133 mm. as against ^ mm. in Foucault's 
experiment, was obtained. 

The result obtained for the velocity by these experiments 
was 299,944,000 ± 50,000 metres per second, in vacuo. 

The question has been considered whether lights of various 
colours travel with the same or different velocities : and some 
observers have thought that they had detected differences in 
the velocities ; but the weight of evidence is in favour of the 
velocities of lights of all colours, that is, of all wave-lengths, 
whether in air or in empty space, being the same. 

Immediately after the eclipse of a star, if lights of different 
colours travelled with different velocities, the light of some 
colours would reach us before that of others, and the star 
would appear coloured. 

On account of aberration, the lights of various colours 
would reach us along different directions, and the star would 
appear like a narrow spectrum, or, at least, would present 
coloured edges. 

In Fizeau's experiment suppose, for instance, that the blue 
light travels faster than the red. Then as the speed of the 
rotating wheel is increased so as to begin to cut off the light, 
the red light is cut off first, and the image appears blue. 
When the eclipse is over, and the image begins to reappear, 
the red light begins to appear first, and the image appears red. 

In Foucault's experiment the image of the aperture would 
consist of a series of coloured images having different positions. 
Thus the appearance would be that of a spectrum, or, at least, 
of an image having coloured edges. 

It has not been proved that any of these appearances 
occur. Hence we infer that there is no appreciable difference, 
in air or in vacuo, between the velocities of lights of various 
colours. 



CHAPTER X. 

WA VE-MOTION. 

Imagine a particle to be moving to and fro along a straight 
line AB, performing oscillations under the action of any 
forces, about the point O, which we may suppose to be the 
position of the panicle when at rest, or its equilibrium position. 
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Now, suppose that the molion of the particle is such that it 
repeats itself ; so that, after having performed a certain motion 

in a definite interval of time, 

the particle always begins again a o b 

and executes precisely the same Fm. ,31. 

motion in the same period ; 

that is, at any instant the particle is just where it was ai a 
definite interval of time before (this interval being the same, 
at whatever instant of the particle's motion we are considering 
it), and is moving in the same direction and with the same 
velocity. The motion of the particle is then said to be 
periodic. And the interval of time taken by the particle 
to execute its complete motion before beginning again, or 
the interval between twp corresponding instants at which the 
particle is In the same position and moving in the same way, 
is called the period of the motion. 

The simplest sort of periodic motion from a dynamical 
point of view is simple harmonic motion. This is frequently 
written, for short, S.H.M. We shall now define it 

Suppose a point, P, to move round the circumference of 
a circle with uniform velocity. Let Q be the foot of the 
perpendicular let fall from F on a 
fixed diameter, A A', of the circle. 
The motion of Q, to and fi-o along 
A A', is called simple harmonic mo- 
tion. O A is called the amplitude of ,(_ 
the motion. 

This motion is appro}dmately 
illustrated by the motion of one end 
of a rod, this end bein^ guided so 
as to move in a straight line through 
the centre of a wheS, and the other '"" "" 

end being carried round with uniform velodly by the wheel. 
If the rod is so long that it may be supposed to undergo no 
appreciable angular displacement, the linear displacements of 
its two ends along the line in question are appreciably equal, 
and the motion of the end which moves along this line is 
appreciably S.H.M, 

Suppose that, in the above figure, the radius OA = a, and 
the angular velocity of the point P = u; P performs a revolu- 
tion in time — 

w 
This is, then, the period of the motion of Q. The 
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acceleration of F is alosg P O, and is u*a. The acceleration 
of Q is the component of this along A O ; that is, it is a* ■ QO. 

Thus, if the point Q is performing S.H.M. with O as 
mean position, the acceleration of Q is always directed to O, 
and propoitional to the displacement of Q from its mean 
position. 

I-et OQ = X, and let the acceleration of Q towards O 
be kx. Or, supposing distances, accelerations, etc., from O 
to the right to be positive, and those to the left negative, 
we may call the acceleration of Q simply —kx, k being a 
positive quantity. The acceleration of P would now be ka, 
and so vi is the angular velocity of P ; and the period of 

a complete revolution of P is -^ This is, therefore, also 

the period of Q's motion. 

TTius, when the acceleration of Q at any point is —kx, the 



Or, we may write for the period of a S.H.M. — 



/dl 
"V a 



/displacement , 
acceleration ' 

the numerical magnitude of the quotient under the radical 
being, of course, understood. 

It is easy to see that if a point or a particle is moving in 
a straight line in such a manner that its acceleration is always 
towards a given point in the line, and is proportional to its 
displacement from that point, it performs S.H.M. about that 
point as mean position. For we may imagine another particle 
performing S.H.M. so that its acceleratiou in any position is 
the same as that of the given particle in the same position, 
and its motion is of such amplitude that its velocity, in passing 
through its mean position, is the same as that of the given 
particle at the same position. Then, if we suppose that the 
two are moving through the mean position at the same instant 
and in the same direction, they will always keep together ; that 
is, the given particle will describe S.H.M. 

The velocity, v, with which Q passes through its mean 
position, is equal to the velocity of P, ntu. 

The complete to-and-fro motion of Q is sometimes called 
an omUation or a vibreUion; ~ is called the Tibratlon 

P""^"**- .....Google 
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The phase of a vibrating particle denotes the point at 
which the particle is in its motion at any instant. It is 
generally taken to mean the fraction of a complete period 
that has elapsed since the particle was last in its mean 
position moving through it in the sense reckoned positive. 
Thus the phases of Q at A, A' are \ and 4. and at O it is o 
or ^, according as Q is moving to right or left, if we agree to 
consider distances measured from O to the right as positive. 

Thus if T is the period, and / is the time since the particle 
was last moving through its mean position in the positive sense, 



its phase if 



It should be noticed that sometimes / is called 



the phase, and sometimes — -. 

Imagine a point to start from 
O, and to begin to move to the 
right At the end of a time, t, let 
Q be its position. 

Then Z KOP = 2wL 

Thus the displacement of Q is — 




This expression is general, having a negative value when 
Q is on the left of O. 

The velocity of Q at the same instant is the resolved part 
along O A of P's velocity. Thus it is au, cos B'OP ; that is— 

If the time t is measured from the instant at which the 
phase of Q has the value — , then the expressions for the 
displacement and velocity of Q are — 

a sin (ZTT^ + () 
and — 

-^ cos {2X- + c). 

Suppose a particle has two independent simple harmonic 
motions in the same straight line, and of the same period. 
Denote the displacements due to these by — ,- . 

C.oogic 
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«! sin (2Jr,^. - lO 

and — 

a^ sin (zjT.j, - *,). 
The resulting displacement, the sum of these, is — 
(^1 cos ([ 4- ij cos /',)sin -ttt — (ii| sin C, + Hj sin /J cos ^ 
This may be written — 

if a cos € = a, cos c, -}- a^ cos t„ 
and <7 sin c = a, sin c, + a, sin t,. 

Thus a* = fli" + a," 4- 2a,a, cos {t^ - e,), 



A geometrical construction may be made for the resulting 
c S.H.M. For from O 
draw O A, O B equal to 
a, and a„ and making 
the angles X A and 
X B equal to €, and 
<p And construct the 
parallelogram O A C B. 
Then, since the projec- 
tion of C on O X is 
equal to the sum of the 
p,Q. ,j^_ projections of O A, O B, 

we have — 
OC cos XOC = a, cos ii + a, cos t. 
And similarly — 

OC sin XOC = <Zi sin <i + »» sin ij. 
Thus OC = a; and XOC = t. 

In a similar way we may compound any number of 
S.H,M.'s of equal period and different phases by starting 
from any point and drawing a polygon whose sides shall be 
equal to the amplitudes of the S.H,M.'s, and whose incli- 
nations to any straight line, when multiplied by — , shall be 

an- 
equal to the phases of the motions ; or whose inclinations are 
the phase-angles of the motions; as c,, <],... maybe called. 
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Suppose we have a series of particles having mean 
positions equally spaced out along a straight line, and per- 
forming S.H.M.'s about these mean positions in paths at 
right angles to the given straight line, and all in one plane, 
the amplitudes and the periods of the motions being the 
same for all, but the phase falling off uniformly from particle 




to particle. Let, for example, the particles A, B, C, ... be 
moving in such a manner, each lagging in phase by J behind 
the one to the left of it. Consider the grouping of the 
particles at any instant Suppose A to be moving upwards 
through its mean position. B is moving up towards its mean 
position. C is at its greatest depth, and not moving at the 
instant D is moving down from its mean position. E is 
moving down through its mean position. And so on. 

Consider, again, what the grouping is when ^ of a period 
has elapsed (see lower half of Fig. 135). Each particle is 
now in the phase in which the preceding one was in the first 
case. The grouping is the same as before, but the particles 
do not occupy the same positions in it The figure represent- 
ing it is displaced to the right by a distance equal to that 
between two consecutive mean positions. 

Continuing to represent the successive arrangements of the 
particles in this way, we see that the figure representing the 
grouping moves to the right at a uniform rate. At the end 
of a whole period each particle will just have got back to the 
condition in which it was at the beginning, and the grouping 
will be just the same. The figure of grouping will have 
travelled in this time through the distance A I, that is, through 
the distance from any particle to the next one in the series, 
which is always in the same phase as it. 

L)in;« ...Google 
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We have thus a series of vaves, transverse to the line of 
particles, passing along thetn. A particle which is at any 
instant at its greatest height above the horizontal tine is at 
a trayeerest ; and a particle at its greatest depth is at a 
tfvugh. 

The wave-length is the distance between two consecutive 
crests or two consecutive troughs, or the distance from any 
particle to the next one which is in fhe same phase. The 
velocity of propagation of the waves is the velocity with 
which the crests or the troughs move along, or the velocity 
with which any given phase is propagated. Let T denote the 
period of vibration of a particle, X the wave-length, and V 
the velocity of propagation of the waves. Then, in the time 
T, each particle goes through its complete motion and comes 
back to its old position ; or, where there was a crest, or any 
given state of displacement of the particles at the beginning 
of the time T, there is again the same state at the end of that 
time. Therefore in this time the waves have travelled through 
the distance \. And they travel with velocity V. Thus we 
have 'the important relation — 

X= VT. 

Suppose, now, that the series of particles along which the 
waves pass is indefinite in number. Supposing, as before, that 
the period and amplitude are the same for all, being equal to 
T and a, and that the phase falls off uniformly along the tine 
of particles ; that is, at any instant the difference of phase 
between two particles is proportional to the distance between 
them. The difference in phase between any particle, say 

the particle A, and one, P, at a distance, x, from it, is t- 

Measure the lime t from an instant when the phase of A is o. 
The displacement of A at time / is — 



The time at which the phase of P is o is _?. Thus at 
time /, since the interval that has elapsed from this instant is 
/ — — , the displacement of P is — 
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Or this may be written — 



F('-?)- 



The importance of simple harmonic motion from a 
physical point of view is this : If a material particle is held 
in equilibrium by means of elastic supports, and if it receives 
a slight displacement from its position of equilibrium, the 
force so called into play, acting on the particle, is towards the 
equilibrium position, and proportional to the displacement. 
Thus the acceleration of the particle is at any instant towards 
the equilibrium position, and proportional to the displacement. 
Therefore, if the particle receives no velocity at right angles 
to the straight line of its small displacement, it wUl move in 
this straight line with simple harmonic motion. 

An example of this is the case of a weight hanging by an 
elastic string. If the weight is pulled down a little from its 
equilibrium position, and let go, it will execute simple harmonic 
motion in a vertical line. 

Another example is the case of a small weight carried on 
one end of a straight, stiff spring, the other end of the spring 
being firmly fixed, as in a vice. If the spring can only be bent 
one way, and it is so bent a little and let go, the particle will 
execute S.H.M. If the spring is equally stiiT for bending in 
any direction, the weight could execute S.H.M. of the same 
period in any straight line through its equilibrium position at 
right angles to the spring. 

We may represent, physically, the passage of a series of 
waves along a line of particles by means of a stretched string. 
If this is fixed at one end, and the other end is shaken quickly 
to and fio across the line of the string, a series of waves will be 
sent towards the fixed end. 



CHAPTER XI. 

WA VE THEORY OF LIGHT. 

We have now to consider the physical nature of light ; that is, 
without seeking to answer the question how hght affects our 
eyes, we have to consider what it is that takes place in the 
space between an object which is seen and an eye which sees 
it; or in what way surrounding space is affected by a body 
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giving out light, whether of its own (if it is self-luminous) or 
light that has fallen on it from some source. 

Two theories have been put forth as to the nature of hght 
—the emiBBion theory of Newton, and the andalatory 
theory. 

The emission theory states that Hght consists of particles, 
or corpuscles, emitted by luminous bodies. These particles 
are acted upon in different ways by the surfaces of the bodies 
with which they come in contact. To explain how it is that 
at the surface of a transparent body light is partly reflected 
and partly refracted, Newton supposed that the particles have 
periodic phases, or "fits," as he cilled them, of easy reflexion- 
and easy refraction, so that it depends on which of these two- 
a particle is in on reaching the surface, whether it will be 
reflected or refracted. 

The undulatory, or wave, theory supposes that there exists 
an all-pervading medium, or ether, through which light is 
propagated, and that light consists of waves passing through 
the ether. Every luminous point acts as a centre of disturb- 
ance, and sends out waves in all directions through the ether. 

Let us consider how reflexion and refraction of light would 
be explained by these theories. 

When a luminous corpuscle is reflected at a surface, it is 
because at a certain point, F, of its path it comes under the 
influence of the suiface, and is 
repelled. At R it is moving 
parallel to the surface ; and 
when it reaches Q, which is 

equally distant from the sur- 

Fio-136- face with P, it passes out of 

the action of the surface again. 
The repulsion is always the same at the same distance from 
the suiface. Thus all the velocity normal to the surface is 
destroyed in the path P R ; and an equal amount in the oppo- 
site direction is generated in the path R Q. The velocity 
parallel to the surface remains unchanged. Thus the particle 
is moving after reflexion with the same velocity as before, 
and in such a direction as to satisfy the laws of reflexion. 

When a particle is refracted, it is because at a certain point, 
P, of its path it comes under the action of the refracting surface, 
and is attracted throughout the portion P Q of its path. Thus 
it has, when it has entered the refracting medium, a velocity 
normal to the surface greater than that which it had before 
entering the medium. Its velocity parallel to the surface 
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remains unchanged. Suppose ils entire velocities in the first 
and second media are v, if ; and ft the index of refraction from 
the first to the second ; /" and r the angles of incideDce and 
refraction. Equating the veloci- -v 
tics parallel to the surface, we \v 

» sin ( = i' sm r; \ 



In the same way, refraction \ 

with an index less than unity, p^^ _ ' 

as from glass to air, would be ' '""' 

explained by supposing that the particle is repelled by the 
surface, but not sufficiently to prevent it from entering the 
second medium. 

Let us' next consider how reflexion and refraction may be 
'explained according to the wave theory. We must first, 
however, consider the propagation of a series of waves in space. 
We have considered the passage of waves along a line of 
particles, such as the particles of a stretched string. But we 
may have a series of waves passing through a solid body, and 
affecting each particle of it, or within a certain portion of it, 
with periodic disturbances. And, in the same way, we may 
have a series of waves passing through space, and affecting the 
etlier. Now, the ether may be so circumstanced that the 
waves pass through it with the same velocity everywhere and in 
all directions, as when the space contains air everywhere ; or 
the velocities may be diflTerent at different places, as when 
part of the space contains air, and another part some refracting 
medium, such as glass. 

Any surface which is such that at any instant the phase of 
disturbance is the same at any point of it, is called a -wave-front. 
Thus if waves are radiated into a homogeneous medium from 
a single point, in such a manner that the disturbance starts in 
the same phase along any line from the point, the wave-fronts 
will be spheres having the point as centre. A very small 
portion of such a sphere, as compared with its distance from 
the centre of the disturbance, may be regarded as a plane 
viavefront. 

To consider more fully, from a mechanical point of view, 
the passage of a series of plane waves through a homogeneous 
medium. Imagine a single plane disturbance. When this 
has reached the indefinitely extended plane A B, each point of 
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this plane may now be considered as an origin of disturbance, 
and would, if acting alone, send out a spherical disturbance into 
the medium. At the end of a given time after reaching A B, 
suppose the disturbance has travelled in any direction through 
a distance r. 

Im^ine spheres described having all the points of A B as 
centres, and each with radius r. These will all touch, and have 
C as envelope the plane CD, parallel 
to A B, and at a distance r from it. 
The disturbance will, therefore, in this 
time, have reached this plane. Let 
P be a point at a distance from A B 
less than r. The disturbances reach- 
ing P at the instant in question are 
irom the centres of spheres on which 
P lies, and they thus come to P along 
paths oblique to A B. In the case of 
a uniform succession of waves, we shall 
see that the effect thus produced at P 
is very small as compared with that 
' "" '^° produced at a point on the wave-front 

C D. And the effect at any point is practically confined to 
the disturbances sent to it from a very small element of A B 
surrounding the foot of the perpendicular from the point to 
A B. A series of plane-waves thus travels in a direction at 
tight angles to the wave-fronts. 

In the same way, with waves having wave-fronts of any form 
whatever, the direction in which the disturbances are travelling 
at any point is normal to the wave-front at that point 

Beflesiou of Rane Wave.— Suppose a plane wave, 
with wave-front A B, to meet the plane reflecting surface X Y. 
We must suppose the surface to act in the following way : When 
a disturbance in the ether reaches any point of it, that point 
becomes immediately a centre of disturbances which it sends 
back into the medium. This may be illustrated by means of 
a long chain hanging from a fixed point A wave may be 
sent up the chain so as to leave the parts of the chain ever 
which it has passed at rest. When the wave reaches the top 
and can go no fiirther, it is reflected, and tiavcls down the 
chain again. 

Let the plane of the figure contain the normal to the reflect- 
ing surface and the normal to the wave-front, or the direction 
of the incident light. As the various points of the wave- 
Iront reach the surface, they become centres of disturbances 
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which are reflected, and by the time that B has reached 
the surface the disturbance sent out from A has reached a 
distance from A equal to B C. The reflected disturbance is in a 
plane which touches a series of spheres with centres from A to 
C, and having radii which fall off uniformly from A D (equal to 




B C) to zero. Any Uoc in the wave front parallel to the surface. 
and therefore at right angles to the plane of the figure, will all 
reach the surface at the same instant, and give rise to a. set of 
spheres of disturbance always having the same magnitude. 
Thus the reflected wave will be such that C D is its trace in 
the plane of the figure ; it will be at right angles to the plane 
of the figure, and make an angle with X Y equal to that which 
AB makes. 

It is clear that the direction A D, in which the reflected 
wave travels, obeys both the laws of reflexion. 

Refraction of Plane Wave.— Suppose a plane wave, 
with wave-front AB, to meet the plane surface X Y of a 
refracting medium. As before, suppose that the plane of the 
figure is at right angles to X Y and to A B. Suppose that the 
disturbances on entering the medium have a different velocity 
from that which they had before. Suppose the velocities 
before and after entering the medium to be v and i/. By the 
time that B has reached the surface X Y, the disturbance from 
A has travelled a distance A D, such that AD : AB = i/ : w. 
And the entire wave-front in the medium is the plane touching 
a series of spheres having centres from A to C, and with radii 
uniformly falling off from A D to zero, and such that all those 
with centres on a line at right angles to the plane of the figure 
are equal. We shall then have the directions in which the 
incident and refracted waves travel in the same plane with the 
normal to the surface X Y ; and sin BAC : sin DCA ~.v ; i/. 
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But B A C, D C A are the angles of incidence and refraction. 
Thus the two laws of refraction are obeyed. 




We have now a crucial test between ihe emission and tlie 
undulatory theory. In passing from one medium to another 
in which the velocity of light is less, according to the emission 
theory the index of refraction should be less than unity ; 
according to the undulatory theory it should be greater than 
unity. Now, direct experiments on the velocity of light in 
various media, and on refractive indices, show that it is the 
undulatory theory that gives the correct explanation. 

Bectillnear Propagation of Light. — The emission 
theory readily accounts for the rectilinear propagation of light. 
This was one of the greatest difficulties in the way of the 
undulatory theory. But this theory can satistaclorily, although 
not easily, account for this behaviour of light 

Let O he a visible point radiating disturbances into 




surrounding space. Let A he a point at a distance a from O. 
Suppose a series of periodic waves of length A to be sent out 
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from O. Let the sphere P Q R denote a wave-front of the 
disturbances sent from O, so that at any instant every point 
of PQR is in the. same phase of disturbance. We may then 
regard all the points of this phase as acting as secondary 
origins of disturbance which are sent to the point But 
because of the different distances of these points from A, a 
given phase of disturbance starting from these points does 
not reach A all at the same time. And the disturbance at A 
at any instant is made up of disturbances from the various 
points of P Q R, the actions of which at A, to a great extent, 
destroy each other. Suppose, for instance, that two points are 
sending to A waves of S.H.M, of the same amplitude. And 
let the two points be at distances from A differing by half a 
wave-length. The resulting disturbances at A will always 
just destroy each other, or they will produce complete inter- 
ference at A. Now, the disturbances from the various points 
of P Q R will not produce complete interference at A ; but 
they will interfere to a great extent The way in which the 
resultant disturttances are produced at A may be approximately 
determined by the following simple method : Let P be in a 
straight line with O and A, so that P A is normal to PQR, 
Divide the sphere into a series of zones, P Q, Q R, etc, so 

that AQ - AP = AR - AQ = ; . . = -. The disturbances 

from the various points of any one of these elements may be 
regarded as assdsdng each other's action at A. 

At certain instants the disturbances at A due to the various 
points of such an element are all in the same sense, those due 
to the bounding points just vanishing. This is the maximum 
disturbance produced at A by the zone, and if this were either 
enlarged or diminished, this maximum disturbance at A would 
be less. The first, third, fifth, etc., zones act together to 
produce disturbance at A. The others oppose the action of 
these. 

These elementary zones into which the wave-front is thus 
divided are called half-period elements. 

Let us next consider the sizes of these zones. Let 
OV = x;VA.=y; x + y^a. Let PQ = j. To find A Q 
to the second order of small quantities. 



AQ' = AO' + OQ* - zAO ■ OQ cos AOQ 

2X'} 
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'■' + S, 
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- AP 


_k_ 




PQ- 





SoPR' = 






And so on. 

Thus the areas of the first few elementary zones, considered 
as lying in one plane, are jtPQ', 5r(PR' - PQ'), and so on ; 

that is, each is equal to — =^. 

The zones are thus, for some distance round P, of about 
equal area. But, on account of their increasing distances 
from A, and on account of the increasing obliquity of their 
surfaces to the lines drawn from them to A, the disturbances 
which they send to A gradually fall off, starting from the first 
at P. Let the maximum disturbances produced by the zones 
at A be m^, m^, w„ . . . Then the resultant disturbance at 
A is— 

«,-«, + fn, ~. . . 

We must suppose that these terms rapidly diminish. Thus 
the effect produced at A is due to a small portion only of the 
wave-front round P. A screen placed anywhere in the region, 
but so as not to come between O and A, or very near to the 
line O A, will produce no effect at A- Thus the light from 
which reaches A may be said to travel in a straight line to A. 

If light of a definite quality, that is, having a definite wave- 
length and a definite vibration- period in air, passes from one 
medium to another, since the velocity is changed there must 
be a change in the wave-length or in the vibration- period of a 
particle in the medium. Now, all the vibrations reaching the 
boundary- surface of the media in a given time are sent on 
into the second medium, and pass through any point in the 
path of the light in the second medium. Thus the vibration- 
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periods of particles in the two media must be equal. And, 
since velocity = wave-length -^ period, it follows that if the 
velocity is changed in any ratio in passing fiom one medium 
to another, the wave-length is changed in the same ratio. 

Suppose V and if are the velocities in air, taken as standard 
medium, and some other medium of refrangibility ^ Then 

^ = ->. In the time taken by a wave to traverse a length / of 

the medium ^, a length of air would be traversed 'equal to 

/■ \ or IfL, This is called the optical length of the path in 

the medium ^ The optical length of the path of a ray through 
several media in general means the length of path that would 
be traversed in air, taken as standard medium in the same 
time, and if /„ /„ . . . are the actual lengths in the media 
^„ /!,, . . the optical length of the path is — 

^l/fl + 4mj + ■ ■ 

The optical length of the path of a ray of light of given 
quality is clearly proportional to the number of wave-lengths 
in it. For the number of wave-lengths in path of length / in 
medium ^ is proportional to /, and inversely proportional to 
the velocity in the medium, that is, directly proportional to ji. 
Thus it is proportional to //t 



CHAPTER Xtl. 

INTERFERENCE OF LIGHT. 

Imagine two point-sources of light, A and B (Fig, 142), very near 
each other, and emitting light ot a single wave-length. A, the 
undulations of which always leave the sources in the same 
phase. Then at any point which is equidistant from A and E, 
the undulations which arrive are always in the same phase. 
.\nd at a point, P, not equidistant from A and B, the undula- 
tions are in phases which differ by an amount depending on 
the difference of the distances A P, B P, so long as A and B 
go on emitting undulations uniformly. If after A and B have 
emitted a series of waves there is a break, and then they emit 
another series following directly on the first, but not regularly 
connected with it, so that the interval between the last 
vibration of the first series and the first of the second is the 
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simc as that between two successive vibrations or one series, 
then, while the vibrations of the first series from one of the 
points and those ,of the second from the other point are going 
through F, it is manifest 
that the phase-difference 
will not depend alone on 
AP - BP, but on the nature 
of the break as well. If, 
however, AP — BP is very 
small, and A and B emit 
what may be considered 
long series of vibrations, 
then practically always the 
phase-difference at P depends only on AP " EP. Suppose 
P is a point on a screen parallel to the line AB, and very 
far from A and B compared with the distance A B. Then, 
if the phases at P of the two series of waves are the same, 
these waves will reinforce each other at P, and the illumina- 
tion will be greater than that due to one alone. If the phases 
are opposite, the disturbances at P at any instant due to 
the two sets of waves will be in opposite directions, and the 
lights will tend to destroy each other. In this case, if dte 
sources are of equal brightness, P being ncaily equidistant 
from them, theie should be practically absence of illumina- 
tion at P. 

If, then, AP ~ BP is zero or a multiple of X, there is bright- 
ness at P. If AP-BP is an odd multiple of -, there is 
darkness at P. And at points between two such points there 
is continuous change 
of intensity of illumi- 
nation. 

Young performed 
an experiment of 
which the theory has 
just been indicated. 
Sunlightwas admitted 
into a darkened room 
through a slit, S, and 
fell on a screen con- 
taining two pin-holes, 
A, B, very near to each other. Thus were produced two 
sources emitting vibrations identical in phase. At some 
distance from this was a screen, C D. On this screen was seen 
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a series of coloured bands in the direction at right angles to 
A B. As the distance between the pin-boles was increased, the 
bands diminished in width, and finally disappeared. 

Let us next consider more exactly the positions in which 
these bright and dark bands, or Interi'erence Mnges, will be 
formed. Suppose at first the light to be simple, or all of a 
single wave-length. 

Letii= the distance between two very near sources, A 
and B, emitting identical vibrations ; X = the wave-length of 
the vibrations ; a = the distance from A or B to the screen. 

From the point O, midway between A and B, let fall O M 
perpendicular to the screen. Take a point P in plane ABM, 



at distance y from M, y being small compared with OM. 
Then, to calculate the value of BP — AP approximately, we 
have — 

AP° = 0M» -I- (PM - OA)* 



= .= -HL.- 



^V 



BP= = a»4-[7 + 
■. BP= - AP" = 2,^ , 



(^+-0- 



BP - AP = 



BP -t- AP ~ 



_dy 



very nearly, 



omitting small quantities of the second order. For since A P 
is the hypothenuse of a r^ht-angled triangle, of which one 
side is a and the other is very small, A P differs from a by 
a small quantity of the second order. Similarly for B P. 

According as BP — AP is an even or odd multiple of -, 
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there will be brightness or darkness at P. Put BP- AP = 

Then we have — 



And the distance from bright to bright or from dark to 
dark is the amount by which y varies as « varies by 2 ; that 
is, iti*— 



At the point M, equidistant from A and B, there is 
brightness, and at points on a line through M at right angles 
to the plane ABM. In the same way, if P is a point such 
as we have considered, satisfying the condition BP— AP = con- 
stant, points on the screen and close to P satisfying the same 
condition are practically on a straight line through P. Thus 
we have a series of bright and dark bands on the screen. 

Other instances occur in physics by which the subject of 
interference may be illustrated. Suppose, for instance, that 
two tuning-forks of the same pitch are sounding with the same 
intensity. This denotes that they are sending vibrations 
through the air of equal frequency, and, for points at equal 
distances from them, of equal amplitudes. Interference of 
the sounds emitted would then be produced if the forks be 
set at a distance apart, great as compared with the wave- 
length of their vibrations. That is, at certain points the 
vibrations would be opposed, and at others they would assist 
each other. The wave-length of a note is, however, so great — 
several feet, it may be — that the interference of sounds is more 
readily shown by another method. Let the forks be set close 
together, and be made slightly out of tune with each other, 
which may be done by loading a prong of one a little. If 
they are now sounded, they will, at regular intervals, be 
tending to produce, at the same place, vibrations of the air- 
particles in the same and in opposite directions, as the quicker 
fork is first in pace with the other, then catches it up by halt 
a period, then gets into pace with it again, and so on. Thus 
the acoustical phenomenon of " beats " will be observed, that 
is, regularly alternating increase and diminution of the sound 
heard. 

Instead of two point-sources, A and B, two line-sources 
of light may be used with advantage, if in these any two 
points at the ends of a straight line at right angles to the 



Interference of Light. 189 

line-sources are corresponding points emitting identical vibra- 
tions. For then each such pair of points will produce its 
bands on the screen, and the bands produced by all such 
pairs are merely superposed. Thus a more brilliant effect is 
produced. 

Suppose, next, that the light used is compound in quality^ 
that is, having a variety of wave-lengths ; say that it is white 
light. Then the light of each simple quality will produce its 
bands, there being always a while central band at M; but 
the distance between consecutive bright or dark bands 
varying, being proportional to X. The effect produced on 
the screen, being the superposition of all these bands, is a 
mixed effect with a white central band. The other bands 
form a limited series with brightly coloured edges. This 
indicates that the lights of different wave-lengths {giving bands 
of different widths) are lights of different colours. This can 
be proved more clearly as follows : Use light of a definite 
colour, by interposing a coloured glass in the way of white 
light, or by taking the light from a part of a spectrum ; and 
observe the breadth of the bands produced. On using light 
of a different colour, bands of a different breadth will be 
produced. It may be found in this way that the various 
colours of the spectrum all have their characteristic wave- 
lengths, red having the longest, and violet the shortest. From 
the formula given above, the wave-length for any given colour 
can be determined by this experiment. In the ordinary 
spectrum, as we pass up from red to viole^ the wave-length 
becomes shorter and shorter. The wave-lengtiis of the extreme 
visible rays in the spectrum are about 0*00076 and o'ooo4 mm. 

Light of one definite wave-leogth, that is, of a definite 
spectral colour, is called monochromatic. Light which is very 
nearly, but not quite, monochromatic may be obtained from 
a sodium flame, that is, the flame of a Bunsen burner in which 
is a salt of sodium. Another method is to receive a spectrum 
on a diaphragm in which is a narrow sbt, so that practically 
light of a definite wave-length passes through the slit Here 
again the light is not absolutely monochromatic, for its wave- 
length varies from one side of the slit to the other. 

We shall next consider some of the means used for obtain- 
ing interference phenomena, and the methods of examining 
them. 

Lloyd's Mirror. — Lloyd used a narrow slit, S, and placed 
a muTor M so that S is parallel to it, and very close to its 
plane. Thus the light firom S falls on M almost at grazing 
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incidence, A point P of the screen then receives light from 
S, and the innage S' of S formed in M. S and S' act as the 
two sources, and may be brought very dose together by 
suitably adjusting M. At 0, where the plane of M meets 




the screen, we should have the central bright band if the 
sources S and S' sent out vibrations exactly in time with each, 
other. But Lloyd found that a dark band is formed at O, 
all the bands being displaced by the distance between a dark 
and bright. He explained it by supposing that the phase 
of the reflected vibration is altered by one-half 

Frflsnel's Two Mirrors. — Fresnel used two mirrors, 
O M, O N, meeting in a line at O, and inclined to each other 
at a very obtuse angle, nearly 180°. S is a source of light 




which produces images A and B in the mirrors, these images 
being very near to each other. Constructing A and B in the 
ordinary way, it is clear that A and B are each equal to 
S 0, Thus the straight line from O to the middle point of 
AB is perpendicular to AB. Then if a screen is placed 
at C at right angles to this straight line, A and B will act as 
two identical sources, and produce a system of interference 
bands on it, the central bright one being at C,,- . 
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FrsBnel's Bi-prism. — This is a glass prism with two 
iaces, making a very obtuse angle, nearly 180°, and the 
other two angles equal A narrow slit is set at S parallel 
to the edges of the prism, and so that S A is at right angles 



to B C, and is illuminated. Two images will be formed of 
S in the two halves of the prism. Let these be S„ S^ S„ S, 
will be very near together. For suppose each of the angles 
at B and C is a, and that the re&angibility of the glass for 
the light used is p. Then S S, is practically at right angles 
to SA, and equal to SA(/i - i)a. So for S S, Thus the 
distance between Si and Sj is 2SA(^ — i)a. These two 
sources. Si and S,, will then produce interference bands on 
a screen at right angles to SA produced. 

Suppose mixed, say white, light to be used in this experi- 




ment The images of S of the various colours will be formed 
in slightly different positions, because of the dispersive power 

c;.oogic 
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of the glass. The blue images will be farther apart than the 
red. Thus, both on account of the red light havii^ a longer 
wave-length, and the red images being closer together, the red 
bands will be farther apart than the blue. The superposition 
of the bands of various colours, or the effect produced by 
white light, will thus show more colouring in this case than 
with the two mirrors or with the single minor. 

The following methods have also been used for obtaining 
interference bands : — 

Two glass plates (Fig. 148), KL (called bi-pMes), cut from 
the same piece, ate inclined at a very obtuse angle. They form 
two virtual images, A and B, of a source S. By means of a 
convex lens, real images, C and D, are formed of these, and 
C and D will produce interference bands on a screen suitably 
placed. 

A convex lens is cut into halves ; and the two parts form 
two images, A and B, of a source S. A and B are then used 




to produce interference bands. By bringing the two parts of 
the lens closer together, we can make A and B as near together 
as we like, and thus broaden the bands. 

In all these experiments we have spoken of the means 
used as producing two identical sources of light, that is, two 
sources sending out, point for point, identical vibrations. We 
may, however, consider that the end to be attained is to lead 
the light from a source to a screen, so that that which reaches 
any point of the screen from any point of the source may 
reach it by two different paths. There must be, as a rule, a 
small difference in the lengths (or optical lengths) of the paths 
traversed, varying continuously from one point of the screen 
to another. This is what is done in the experiments mentioned. 

The Optical Bencli or Bank. — The optical bench 
used for experiments in interference of light and other experi- 
ments in physical optics is generally of more solid construction 
than that used for measurements in geometrical optics, such 
as focal lengths of lenses and mirrors. This is necessary 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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because, in the experiments that we have now to deal with, it 
is required to make measurements of very small quatitities 
across the run of the bench ; and want of rigidity in the bed, 
or of stability in the standards carrying the measuring 
apparatus, etc., would be fatal to such measurements. The 
bed of the bench is made of metal, about a metre in length, 
and is of sufficiently heavy construction to afford the necessary 
stability. The uprights or standards for carrying various 
pieces should also be solidly made, and capable of being 
moved along the bed without any side motion, and of being 
clamped in any desired position. A scale on the bench 
indicates the relative positions of the standards. An optical 



bench designed for measurement in physical optics is shown 
in the accompanying illustration. 

The Micrometer £ye-piece, used with the bench for 
making observations on interference bands, etc., is an eye-piece, 
E, with a fine vertical cross-wire in its focus. It is capable of 
being moved in a frame in a direction at right angles to ils 
optic axis, by means of a well-cut screw of known pitch ; 
generally \ mm. pitch. There is a scale on the frame to 
measure the distance ihroi^h which the eye-piece has been 
moved, and a divided head or drum, D, attached to the 
screw, measures the taction of the traverse due to a whole 
turn. Thus with a \ mm. pitch the scale would be divided to 
\ mms., and if the drum were divided into fiftieths, the position 
of the eye-piece may be estimated to jg^ mm. The arrange- 
ment is mounted on a standard on the bench so that the optic 
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axis of the eye-piece is parallel to Ae bench, and the scale 
aloi^ which it can be moved is horizontal and at right angles 
to the bench. 

Interference bands produced by any method may be 
readily measured by means of the micrometer eye-piece. To 
measure the bands, for instance, produced by Fresnel's 




bi-prism, three standards are set on the bench, one at one 
end to carry a vertical slit, another to carry the bi-prism, and 
a third at the other end to carry the eye-piece. Before the 
slit is placed some source of light. 

Suppose, for example, we wish to observe the interference 
bands produced by sodium light, and to measure the wave- 
length of the light. A Bunsen burner with a sodium salt in 
the flame would be used before the slit, and the bench set up 
as described. To get good bands the slit must not be too 
wide, but wide enough to admit a fair quantity of light (the 
best width would be found by trial), and it must be parallel 
to the edges of the bi-prism. This may be got by adjusting 
the bi-prism while looking through the eye-piece till the bands 
are at their best. To measure the bands the run of the eye- 
. piece should be at right angles to them ; that is, it must be 
observed that the micrometer wire, which should be set on at 
right angles to the ran of the eye-piece, coincides with the 
direction of the bands ; if it does not, slit and bi-prism must 
be readjusted. 

When two images of the slit are formed by any of the 
arrangements that have been described, a complete knowledee 
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of the apparatus used would enable us to find the position, 
along die bench, of the images, and their distance apart 
The distance apart of the images is, however, a very small 
quantity, and depends, in general, on some quantity that 
it is not easy to measure with accuracy. Thus, in the case 
of the bi-prism, the obtuse angle would be required, and we 
cannot be sure that the faces are quite plane, so that the 
angle between them, far away from the obtuse edge, is the 
same as the angle quite close to this edge, which is the actual 
angle used. In the case of Fresnel's mirrors, the angle 
between the mirrors would be required. 

In any case, it is best to determine the distance between 
the pair of sources independently as follows : Place a convex 
lens between the eye-piece and the apparatus forming the 
images of the slit Using these images as our object, place 
the lens, it being of short enough focal length, in such a 
position as to form an image of them in the eye-piece, and 
with the eye-piece measure the distance between the two 
parts of this image. There will be another position of the 
lens, nothing else being moved, which will give images in the 
eye-piece ; and the distance between these is measured. The 
distance between the two sources is the geometric mean 
between the distances in the two images. 

Displacement of the Bands. — Suppose two identical 
sources, A and B, to be forming a system of interference bands 
on a screen X X, Now, 
let a plate of glass be 
placed in the way of the 
light from A. The bands , 
mil not now be formed 
in the same positions 
as before. The central 
white band was at first 
equidistant from A and 
B. It is now formed in 
such a position that its optical distances from A and B are 
equal, for lights of all sorts, supposing the plate to produce 
no dispersion. Let e be the thickness of plate, /t its refrangi- 
bility, supposed to be practically the same for all light Then, 
since optical distances of A P, B P are equal, we have — 
AP - tf + /ur = BP. 

(^ - i)<f = BP - AP. 

This is on the supposition that the dispersion produced 
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by the plate is negligible, so that ^ is approximately the same 
for lights of all wave-lengths, and if P has equal optical 
distances &om A and B for light of one colour, it will also 
for light of any other colour \ and the various colours will be 
superposed at P, giving a white central band. But if the 
dispersion is considerable, and the thickness t great, it is 
clear that this will not be the case. In this case there is the 
same number of wave-lengths in A P and B P for light of one 
colour; there will not be the same for light of a different 
colour, and the central bands for lights of various colours will 
not be superposed. 

The plate is said to produce a retardation m the ray A P ; 
for the velocity is diminished by it, and a given number of 
wave-lengths in the ray which passes through it corresponds 
to a shorter distance than in that which does noL 

This displacement of the central band can only be observed 
in mixed light In homogeneous light all the bands are alike, 
both before and after introduction of the retarding medium, 
and there is nothing to show which is the one conesponding 
to equal optical distances from the two sources. 

The displacement may be used to measure the mean 1 
refrangibility of the plate. For suppose the displaced central 
band takes the place that was occupied by the nth btight | 
band; then — 

BP - AP = mX. I 

Thus {^- i)e = tiK. 

The number of bands, with light of a given colour, by 
which the central band is displaced, could be fomid by using 
both white (or any mixed) light and the given light By 
usii^ white light we can measure the distance — with the 
micrometer eye-piece, say — by which the central band is dis- 1 
placed, supposing, as already pointed out, that the dispersion 
in the plate is negligible. Next, throwing the bands for the 
given light on the screen, we can find what number of bands ' 
occupies this distance. Then, since the central hands Iks 
white light and for the given light are displaced through equal 
distances, the number of bands of the given light correspond- 
ing to this distance is the number by which the central band 
has been displaced. j 

With white hght only a very limited number of bands can 
be observed. There is a central white band, and, as we pass 
away to either side, a few bands with coloured edges are 
observed, and soon we get nearly uniform white light For 
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at any point of the field, although there may be interference 
for light of some de^nlte colour or colours, that is, of detinite 
wave-lengths, yet there wilt be illumination received from light 
of all other colours. 

If light is used which is nearly homogeneous, such, for 
instance, as would be got from a slit placed in a spectrum, a 
greater number of bands will be observed. But here again 
the light is composed of lights having a variety of wave-lengths. 
The field really consists of the superposition of a number of 
systems of bands belonging to each particular wave-length 
of the light used, the quality of the light varying from one 
edge of the slit to the other, however narrow it may be. For 
a considerable distance on each side of the central band, the 
dark bands, as also the bright bands, for all the wave-lengths 
coincide approximately; and thus we get a clearly marked 
system of bands. Su^ the bands for the longer wave-lengths 
being the broader, passing away from the centre we come in 
time to a part where the dark bands for some wave-lengths 
coincide with the bright for other, and we get uniform illumi- 
nation, the bands fading out In order to get a large number 
of bands, it is clear that light which is very nearly homogeneous 
must be used. 

But there is another circumstance that may set a limit to 
the number of interference bands, even if quite homogeneous 
light were used. Suppose that the type of the vibrations of 
the points in the sources gradually changes, that is, the straight 
lines or the curves in which the ether-particles vibrate change. 
Then, if we take a point in the field such that the difference 
of its distances from the sources is so great that during the 
time light takes to travel a length equal to this difference the 
type of the vibration changes considerably, the hghts on reach- 
ing this point are not in a condition to interfere, and we should. 
in time get a field of uniform illuminatioa 

Experiments have been made with a view to determining 
whether a limit can be set to the number of vibrations per- 
formed by an ether-particle before the type has changed. 
This would be the same as the number of interference bands, 
formed by homc^eneous light, counting from the central one, 
before the field begins to be uniformly illuminated, 

Fizeau and Foucault used Fresnel's two mirrors to produce 
bands. They placed a slit at the central white band, and 
analyzed the l^ht passing through by means of a spectroscope. 
By continuously moving one of the mirrors parallel to itself, 
the system of bands passed over the slit, so that the light of 
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any part of the system could be examined. When the slit is 
at the position of the central band, the spectrum is continuous. 
As it moves away, it first comes to the place where the violet 
light first interferes, and a dark band appeals in the violet end 
of the spectrum and passes down to the red, to be followed by 
others. Then two or more bands appear together in the 
spectrum, and they follow each other more and more quickly 
as the slit is moved further away from the centre. For when 
the slit is at a point, the difference of whose distances from 
the sources is an odd multiple of any half wave-length, the 
light of that wave-length will interfere at that point ; and as 
we get farther away from the centre and the above difference 
increases, it becomes an odd multiple of more and more half 
wave-lengths. 

Without counting all the dark bands, the number that has 
come into the spectrum may be determined. Suppose that 
in some position of the slit in the system two bands arc 
observed in the spectrum, in places corresponding to known 
wave-lengths X, X'. Suppose these two to be the «th and n'th, 
n and n being unknown. Now, suppose there are N bands, 
counting from one of these to the oiier, so that N = rf — «. 
And let X be the imknown difference of the distances of the 
slit from the two sources. Then x is an uneven multiple of 

- and of - . Thus we have — 

- = (--');^' - (»"■-■);• 

N = // - «. 
From these — 



N=,(i- 



- NX'A 
~ \ - V 

By this method it has been found that interferences are 
produced with a difference of path equal to 40,000 wave- 
lengths of violet light 

By using sodium light it is said that as many as 200,000 
bands have been observed. 

Interference BeAractometer is the name given to an 
apparatus by means of which indices of refraction may be 
measured by finding the displacement produced in interference 
bwds, according to the pnnciple just described. The chief 
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object to be attained in such an apparatus is to have two 
interfering beams of light coming from identical sources, or 
originally from the same source, these beams being consider- 
ably separated from each other throughout a portion of their 
paths, so that a retarding medium may be interposed in the 
way of one without affecting the other. 

In M. Jamin's apparatus two thick glass plates P B, C D, 
of as nearly as possible equal thickness, and silvered at the 
back, are carried in vertical positions On supports resting 



in the same groove. The plates are parallel to each other and 
inclined at 45° to the groove. FB is fixed, and, by means of 
the screw O, C D can be set accurately vertical, and by means 
of Q it can be turned about a vertical axis. 

Now, suppose the plates to be in exact adjustment, and 
imagine a narrow pencil of light &lling on the first. This will 
be partly reflected from the front and partly from the back 
surface, and these parts, after reflexion from the back and front 
surfaces respectively of the second plate, will have traversed 
equal optical paths, and thus emerge in the same phase. Now, 
suppose that by the screw O the plate C D is set slightly out 
of adjustment, so that the plates now have their surfaces 
intersecting in horizontal lines. The emergent rays will, as a 
rule, have traversed diSerent optical distances, and will for 
some differences be in complete discordance, producing inter- 
ference. Suppose, then, that P B is illuminated by light from 
a large source, as from the sky. Then if the eye looks at 
C D, rays will be received in all directions coming from C D, 
and in certain of these directions there will be interference 
and in others reinforcement, A series of horizontal inter- 
ference bands will then be seen. And by adjusting the«;reiri . 
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O so as to set C D more or less parallel to P B, tnese bands 
will be made wider or narrower. By moving the screw Q 
so as to turn C D about the vertical, the central band will be 
displaced, and the entire system of bands shifted up or down. 
In the same way, if one of the rays between the two plates is 
retarded relatively to the other, the same effect is produced. 

In order to measure the retardation produced in the ray 
in the paths of which a retarding medium is placed, an 
apparatus called a compensator may be employed. Such an 
apparatus is used to produce relative retardation of the rays 
of the opposite sense and of the same amount as that produced 
by the medium used, so that the displaced bands are brought 
back to the old positions-; and then the adjustment of the 
compensator gives the retardation produced. 

One form of compensator consists of two plates of glass 
through which the two rays pass normally. If these plates are 
of the same thickness, they introduce no relative retardation. 
One of these two plates is made of two wedges slightly 
tapering in opposite directions, so that, by sliding one over the 
other, a plate of any desired thickness may be obtained, and 
thus the required relative retardation produced. 

Jamin's compensator, which is represented as being used 
with his lefractometer, consists of two glass plates fixed to a 
common axis in the manner shown in Fig. 153, and with a 
small angle between them. This arrangement is set so that 
the two rays pass through the two plates. The retardation 
produced by a plate will increase with the obliquity at which 
it is met by the ray. It is found that when this compensator 
is turned about its axis, the displacement it produces in the 
bands is almost proportional to the angle by which it is turned. 
By altering the angle between the plates, the sensitiveness of 
the compensator can be altered. 

The relative retardation produced by a compensator set 
in any manner could be calculated from a knowledge of the 
dimensions and refractive index of its parts. But it is better 
to graduate it by experiment, observing the displacements 
produced in the Imnds for various settings of the compensator. 

By means of this apparatus, Jamin has compared the 
refractive indices of various gases with that of air, and those 
of dry and of moist air. 

EXAMPLB. 

Ftesnel's fringes Eu^ produced with homc^eneous lifhC oF wave-length 
6 X 10"' cms. A Ihia film of glass (refractive index r'S) is introduced 
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into ibe path of one of the inleiferinff rays, upon which the central brighl 
band shifts to the position previously occupied by the fifth bright hand 



from the ceotre (not counting the central band itself). The ray ti 

the lilin perpendicularly. What is the thickness of the glass film ? 

(Science and An Hons., 1894.) 



CHAPTER Xni. 

DIFFRACTION. 

The fact that light travels in straight lines vas the great 
difficulty in the way of the wave theory. Sound, which was 
known to consist of waves in the air, is not cut off by an 
obstacle in the line between the source and the observer, but 
makes its way round the edges of the obstacle: Why, then, 
it was argued by Newton and other supporters of the emis- 
sion theory, does not light behave in a similar way? The 
answer to this is twofold. In the first place, sound does 
behave in the manner which at first sight appears to be 
peculiar to light ; that is, it may be cut off by an obstacle, 
but the obstacle must be of very large dimensions. A moun- 
tain range will almost entirely prevent a sound trom being 
heard at a comparatively short distance from the source, on 
the other side of the range, the sound being distincdy heard 
at a much greater distance at points in an unobstmcted line 
with the source. And, next, by special arrangements, it can 
be shown that light behaves like sound ; that is, it does, to 
some very small extent, get round the edges of obstacles; 
and a source will illuminate points on a screen so situated 
that the straight lines joining them to the source are cut by 
the obstacle. The difference between the two cases is one 
not of kind, but of degree. The cause of the difference is to 
be found in the enormous difference iu the wave-lengths of 
the undulations, the sound-waves being frequently several 
feet in length, and the mean lengths for light bemg about 
jpopo inch. It will be remembered that in explaining rectili- 
near propagation of lights the extreme minuteness of the wave- 
length was found to be necessary. 

We have now to deal with a class of optical phenomena 
which depend on the property possessed by light of deviating 
from the rectilinear path at the edge of the obstacle. These 
are called dlfihiction phenomena. 

In discussing di&action effects it will be convement- to 
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speak of the geometrical shadow tit an obsiacle. This means 
the shadow that would be formed if the paths of the rays were 
always truly rectilinear, and the boundary of which would be 
formed by drawing straight lines from the Houice to touch the 
edge of the obstacle. 

As the first of these phenomena, we shall consider the 
following ; Imagine monochromatic light to proceed from 



a very narrow slit denoted at S, and to encounter an obstacle, 
A B, with a straight edge at A, placed parallel to the slit ; 
a screen, X X, being placed at some distance further on, or else 
the light on passing by the edge being received in an eye- 
piece. It is found that, instead of having a shadow of A B 
with a definite boundary-line between the obscure and illumi- 
nated parts of the screen, there is formed a series of dark lines 
near the edge of the shadow, which get closer and narrower as 
we pass away frona the edge, and gradually fade away into 
uniform illuminatioa 

These dark lines were observed by Young, and he 
attempted to explain them by supposing that they were due 
to the interference of the waves coming direct from the 
source with those which are reflected from the edge of the 
obstacle. Fresnel showed that this was not the true explana- 
tion, for he found that the lines are formed in just the same 
position whether the edge is sharp or rounded. And it is to 
Fresnel that we owe the true theory of diffraction phenomena. 
The basis of the theory is this : Suppose that each little 
element of any wave-front of light proceeding from a given 
source acts, When the vibration has reached it, as a source of 
vibration, thus sending out secondary waves into space. If, 
when the wave-front has reached a given surface, it finds there 
an obstacle, certain of these secondary sources are destroyed ; 
and the diffractioa effects are produced by mutual interference 
of the i^ht from the other sources. 

L)in;« ...Google 
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Let us con»der how the bands produced by an edge may 
be explained by this theory. 

Take a point, P, on the geometrical shadow of the obstacle. 
The wave-front through A of the vibrations from S gives, as 
traced on the paper, the circle A C. We roust suppose that all 



the points on this wave-front become, when the vibrations 
from S reach them, centres of vibratioos, which they send on 
to the screen. Now, it is only a small portion of the wave- 
front, close round Q, that produces any effect at P. 'I'hus, 
unless the line S P falls very near to A, the illumination at P 
will be the same as if the obstacle were removed. If, however, 
Q lies very near to A, the screen cuts off some portion of the 
wave-front that would produce an effect at P. 

The various points along QA are in the same phase of 
vibration at any mstant, and they send these vibrations to P 
in times depending on their distances from P. Thus the dis- 
placement at P at any instant is the resultant of an indefinite 
numberof infinitesimal displacements of different phases; and 
to give an exact account of the phenomenon, it must be con- 
sidered ia this way. However, this and other cases in diffrac- 
tion may be more simply, although less exactly, explained by 
the following method ; — 

Along the arc Q A take points R„ R» etc, so that — 



PR, - PQ = PR, - 



PR,: 



Then we may regard each one of the elements Q Ri, R, Ra 

etc, a^ approximately consisting of points equidistant from P; 
and the difference of the distances from P of two consecutive 

elements is -. Thus two consecutive elements send vibrations 

to P which are just in opposite phases ; and the elements 
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tend to destroy each other's effect at P in pairs. These parts 
into which the wave-front is thus cut off are called half-period 
elements with respect to P, the vibrations they send to P 
reaching it at times differing by half a period. If there Is 
one half-period element in QA, P is brighter than if just in 
the continuation of S A, If there are tw<^ the second nearly 
destroys the effect of the first, and P is a point of maximum 
darkness. If there are three, P becomes a bright point again ; 
and so on. Thus the condidon for maximum brightness 
at Pis- 
AP - QP = (i« + i)^. 
And the condition for minimum brightness is — 
AP-QP = 2»-^ 

^ 2 

As the screen is moved about, the points in which any 
given bright or dark band meets it, in a given plane at right 
angles to the slit, lie on a hyperbola. For, considering a dark 
band — 

AP - QP = hA. 
Thus SP - AP = SA - «A, 

That is, P lies on a hyperbola with S and A as foci. 

If P is within the geometrical shadow, divide up the arc 
A Q into half-period elements, starting from A. If P is near 
to M, the boundary of the geometrical shadow, the first 
element has a much greater effect at P than any other, for it 
is much larger than any other, besides being less oblique to 
A P. As F moves farther into the geometrical shadow, the 
effects at P of the elements become more and more nearly 
equal, so that they more and more nearly cut each other out 
in pairs. Thus the brightness falls off unifonnly from the 
edge of the geometrical shadow, passing inwards, without any 
alternations. 

As in the case of interference, to obtain bands it is clear 
that we must have a source of very small dimensions, such as 
a small aperture or a narrow slit parallel to the edge A ; for 
if the dimensions of the source are considerable, the various 
points of it will give rise to separate systems of fringes, which 
will be so superposed as to obliterate each other. 

To calculate the positions of the bands outside the geo- 
metrical shadow of the edge, put SA = a, AM = ^; and 
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SP - AP = SA - »» . _ 

where m is odd or even for a bright or a dark band re- 
spectively. 

Let X deoote the distance, P M, of the corresponding band 
from M. Then— 

AP»=^ + *'; 



b ■\- —,, approximately. 



Thus since AP - QP = »A — 



approximately ; 



^ a 
For bright bands— 

For dark bands — 

^ a 

If, instead of using monochromatic light, white light is 
used, we shall get systems of bands arising from the light of 
each colour ; and these will be superposed. The breadths of 
the bands will increase with the wave-length. Thus, in the 
resulting effect, we shall see a few bands and coloured edges. 
The first bright band for red light being wider than for any 
other colour, the edge of the resulting band turned away from 
the shadow will appear red. Passing across the first dark 
band, we come to illumination by the violet light liist. Thus 
the edge of the next bright band turned towards the shadow 

L) ..-.;« ..Gooi^lc 
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will be coloured blue. The same applies to the other bands. 
The colouring of the bright bands mil thus be red away from 
the shadow, and blue towards the shadow. Only a few bands 
will be seen. They very soon fade away into nearly unifonn 
ilium inadon. 

The diRracdon bands produced by an edge may be con- 
veniently observed by means of the optical bench. To verify 
the laws of them, the following arrangement is suitable : A 







naiTow slit, 5, at one end of the bench is illuminated by means 
of monochromatic light At A 6 is an aperture with edges 
parallel to S, and pretty broad, so that one edge may not inter- 
fere with the bands formed by the other. Suppose M N is the 
focat plane of the eye-piece. Then, by knowing A B, and the 
distances of S from A B and from M N, we can determine 
the breadth of the geometrical image of A B. To find the 
distance of any band from the geometrical shadow of the 
corresponding edge, calculate the distance between the two 
geometrical shadows and observe the distance between two 
corresponding bands. Half the difTcrence between these 
two quantities is the distance from a band to the shadow of 
the edge. In this way the posidons of all the bands that can 
be observed may be determined with reference to the edge. 

Suppose monochromadc light from a narrow slit, S (Fig. 157), 
passes through a narrow aperture, A B, with edges parallel to 
the slit, and falls on a screen, X X, parallel to the plane of the 
aperture. Let S M, perpendicular to aperture and screen, pass 
midway between A and B. To determine the effect at a point P, 
outside the geometrical image of the aperture, divide the wave- 
front at A B into half-period elements with respect to P. P 
will be at the centre of a bright or a dark band, according as 
the number of half-period elements is odd or even; that is, 

according as PB — PA is an odd or an even multiple of -. 
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Now, suppose the breadth AB of the aperture to be b, 
and let its distance from the screen be a. Let MP = x. And 




suppose P is the centre of a dark band, so that PB — PA = «X. 
Then, just as in the case of interference, we have — 



This indicates a series of dark bands equally spaced out from 
each other. The bright bands between these are given by— 

_ (aa + i)A<x 

X -^ 

These bands are very easily produced without spedal 
apparatus. They may be seen by looking edgewise at a gas- 
.flame several feet off through a narrow she in a piece of paper. 
Several coloured images will be seen to right and Icfi of the 
flame; and, as the slit is narrowed, they broaden out and 
separate from each other. 

They may also be produced on the optical bench by using 
a slit as source, and having between it and the eye-piece 
another slit that can be made very narrow. This slit must 
now be made much narrower than for the experiment already 
described, in which each of its edges formed bands separately. 
As the slit is narrowed up, we pass from that case to the 
present one. The difference in the appearance of the bands 
in the two cases is very marked. In the first, all the bands 
are spaced out in a field of uniform illumination, and the 
distances between them are unequal. In the second, the 
narrow space just opposite to the dit is by far the brightest; 
the rest of the field is much darker than in the other case, 
and the bands are equidistant 

Suppose, instead of a screen with an aperture, we have 
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a small obstacle AB, such as a wire, with sides parallel to 
the slit. 

Outside the geometrical shadow, on each side will be 
observed a STstem of diffraction bands, the same as those 
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produced by a straight edge. That on the side of A, at such 
points as P, is produced by the light that passes by the edge 
A, acting ihde£«ndently of the edge B ; B P being too oblique 
to the wave-front BL for this to produce any appreciable 
effect at P as compared with the effect produced by A K. 

Inside the geometrical shadow another system of bands 
will be observed. These, unlike the others, are at equal 
distances apart. A point, Q, receives light from both wave- 
fronts AK and BL, the effective portion of either being 
practically limited to a few half-period elements at the edge. 
The action at Q will then be the same as that of two identical 
sources at A and B. In fact, we may suppose Q to be 
receiving light along two paths, S A Q, S B Q. There will then 
be interference bands formed within the shadow ; bright bands 
being given by — 

QB - QA = «X, 
and dark bands by — 

QB - QA .= (>« + x)\. 

If b is the breadth of the obstacle, and a its distance from 
the screen, the distance between two consecutive ^nds, either 

bright or dark, will be -r- 

The bands produced in this case, both irithin and without 
the geometrical shadow, are easily observed on the optical 
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bench. The breadth of the shadow may be calculated as is 
the case of an aperture, and the distances of the bands from 
its ed|;es detennmcd as for that case. To observe the bands 
indde the shadow well, a very strong light is necessary. 

We shall now investigate, in a more exact manner, the 
effect produced by a narrow aperture with sides paraHel to the 




slit through which the light comes. The plane of the paper is 
at right angles to slit, aperture, and screen. Let A B be the 
aperture ; %, the slit ; P, any point on the screen. 

Suppose S and the screen both so far from the aperture 
that we may suppose S A and S B parallel, and also F A and 
FB. Suppose the tines SA, SB make an angle, i, with the 
normal to the plane of the aperture ; and the lines P A, F B 
an angle, ^, with the same normal. Let AB = d, let the 
distance SAP = /. From A draw A M, A N perpendicular to 
S B, B P. Then MB = rf sin *; BN = rf sin A 
.•.SBP=/+rf(ain« + sin»). 

Similarly, if Q is any point in AB such that AQ = y — 
SQP = i+^sin( + sintf). 

To find the full effect at P, wc must divide A B up into 
infinitesimal strips, such that the disturbances from S, reaching 
P through the various points of one of them, may reach P in 
the same phase. 

Suppose S to be emitting disturbances of period T, wave- 
length X, and amphtude a. The disturbance which reaches P 
in die time / by the path S Q P is proportional ti 



sin..[|-,^.±2(?i£i±E^|. 
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Divide up d into a large number, n, of equal strips, so that 
we may suppose the length of path in the plane of the paper, 
from S to F through any point in one of them, to be the same. 

Then the displacement at P, which has been propagated 
through the rth strip from A, is equal to — 

where k depends on the light emitted by S, and on the distances 
of S and screen from aperture. 

The entire displacement is got by adding such quantities as 
this for all values of r from i to «, and making n indefinitely 
great. 

Now, by a proposition in trigonometry- 
sin a + sin (a + /3) +. . . + sin (a +^'^^) 
sin(a + ^^l-V)sm^ 



In the sura we require we have, instead of a, aw ( = — j ) . 

id, instead of ^, — airj— (sin /+ sin fl). 
The required sum is thus — 



sin < -r(sin / ' + sin tf) [ ** 

This becomes in the limit — 

isin av\^ ~\~ aX^*"" ' + ^^ *H ' ^'" jx^"" ' '*' ^^ ^1 

-r- (sin i + sin &) 

We see from this expression that the resulting displacement 
at F is in the same phase as that which would be received by 
way of the centre of the aperture, and the amplitude of the 

displacement will depend on the value of - ; -, where is 
written for (sin * + sin S) ■ y' 

L)in;« ...Google 
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The intensity of illumination at P is propottional to 

., . We must then consider the changes in the value of 

this expression. The intensity is zero when sin ^ = o, that 

is, sin = wt ; or sin «■ + sin fi = -7- In this, m has any 

integral value except o. When m = o, —^ has its greatest 

value, and is i. 

The intensity is a maximum, by elementary diCTerential 
calculus, when tan ^ = ^ The corresponding values of ^ 
have been calculated by Schwerd, and are given a^ follows :— 

d, = o A. 

^ ^ = 3-4709 



$ = 1-4303 



*._ 



*'■ 



4'4774 



. = 2-4590 

The values of 0, after ^ are nearly the successive odd 

multiples of -> and become more and more nearly equal to 

them. The sine of any ^ is thus nearly 1 ; and the intensities 
are approximately proportional to the quantities — 

Thus the first maximum, for sin t + sin ^ = o, just opposite 
to the slit, is by far the greatest, and the others rapidly fall olT. 

Suppose, next, that instead of one, we have two slits with 
parallel edges, each of breadth d, and with an opaque interval 
of breadth b between them ; the source, slits, and screen being 
still so situated that we naay suppose rays from a point of the 
source to all points in the slits lying in a plane at right angles 
to them to be parallel, and rays from these points to a point 
on the screen to be parallel. 

Thus A B, CD are the apertures, AB = CD = rf; and 
BC = A 

Then, as above, SCP = / + (rf + ^) (sin / + sin 6). And 
the resulting disturbance at P from C D is — 

Asin2^{|-^-i(rf+d+^)(sim+sin«)}.sin|^''{s;m-+sin«)| 

-r-(sin (- + sin S) ,- , 
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The entire disturbance at P is got by adding the disturbances 
for A B and C D ; and is, putting ^ for (sin i -t- sin 6) ■ -j->— 



2.ijii 
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(sin(+sin^Ucos' 



ir(rf+^)(sint+sing ) sin.^ . 



Thus the disturbance at P has the same phase as if all the 
waves came by the path SOP, where O is the middle point 

of B C ; for SOP = / + ( "^ + - ) (sin / +sin ff). And the 

intensity is proportional to the square of— 

ff(rf + ^)(sini + sing) sin ^ 
*=°^ A ' if, ' 

There will then be other points of zero illumination, 
given by — 

ff(y + ^)(sin i + sin $) __ 



(<^ + ^)(sin I'+sm $) = (2m + i)^ 

Thus there is, superposed on the dark bands g^ven by 
sin <^ = o, a system of dark bands depending on the distance 
apart, i^ + ^, of the sUts. It is easy to see how these bands are 
formed : it is by the interference of the lights coming through 
the two slits. For if K, L are two corresponding points in 
A B, C D ; ao that AK = CL ; then Kl. = d + l; and with 
the condition just stated between $, i, etc, the paths SLP, 
S K F differ by an odd number of half wave-lengths ; and so 
for paths through any two corresponding points of A B, C D. 



Diffraction. 2 1 3 

Orating. — We have next to consider the effect at P when 
there is a large number of apertures, equal in width and at 
equal distances, on which the light from the slit falls. This 
is the case of the optical grating. As before, let the breadth 
of each aperture be d, and that of the opaque space between 
two, b. If we take the sum of the displacements due to / such 
apertures, we shall see that the resulting disturbance at P is 
in the same phase as that which comes by way of the middle 
point of the grating. The resulting displacement will further 
contain the fector — 

..^M-^ + ^KsinZ + sinO) 



"T ^irid + ^)(sin i + sin B) 
sm ^ 

This factor is a maximum, for variations of 0, when 
<rf + *)(sin (■ + sin «) . , . , , ^^ ,_ 

_i . ' . ... _^ jg ^ multiple of JT ; = «ir, say. Then the 

value of the factor is p. Thus by putting {1^ + f )(sin i -j- sin 6) 
= nk, we find points of maximum intensity on the screen. 

Further, the illumination at these points is very much 
greater than anywhere else. For suppose B to increase very 
slightly from the value giving a maximum of illumination. 

Suppose — — • j- to become «jr + x. Then the 

above factor is, numerically, — 

sin/j: 
sin x' 

And p being very large, the angle px is considerable ; so 
that the value of the fraction is much less than/, its maximum 
value, even for small values of x. Thus the slit will giv^ as 
a rule, definite lines of great brightness on the screen. 

This important case we shall also consider independently, 
and by means of a less mathematical treatment. 

Let A A', B B', etc., be the successive apertures of the 
grating. The rays through corresponding points of the 
apertures will reinforce each other, if the lengths of the paths 
through these points increase or diminish, as we pass from 
one to the next, by \ or any multiple of A. From B, C, etc., 
draw B K, C L, . . . and B M, C N, . . . perpendicular to 
the two parts of the ray through A. Then the rays shown in 
the figure will reinforce each other if KAM = X, LAN = 2K, 
etc. J or, generally if KAM = nK, LAN = 2«X, etc. In. 
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this case the rays through any correspondii^ points of the 
apertures, and parallel to those drawn, will also reinforce each 




other in the given direction. Thus if a single pair of aper- 
tures will produce illumination at a given point of the screen, 
a grating will produce much more. 

In the figure L KB A = i; L ABM = ft 

Thus KAM = (rf + /')(sin i 4- sin S) ; 

LAN = 2{rf+iXsin-|-/+sintf); andsoon. 
Thus— if KAM = nA, 

«X = (rf + ^)(sin ( + sin 6). 
Or, if there are N lines to the grating per unit of length, 
rf -j- ^ = jj, therefore — 

sin i + sin ^ = N«A, 
where « is a whole number. 

If light is incident normally on the grating, we have — 

sin ^ = N«A. 
It may happen that for a certain value of Q given by the 
above formula, the width of an aperture is such that it produces 
no illumination in that direction. This will be the case if the 
rays from the various points of the aperture cut each other 
out in pairs, that is, as we have seen already, if->/ (sin i' + sin ^) 
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is a multiple of X ; say = tnK. If the apertures are all of the 
breadth d satisfying this condition — 

^(siii i + sin ff) = mX, 
and for the same value of 6 we have — 

(d + l>)(sin »■ + sin tf) = «A, 

then the nth bright line will be absent 

It is easy to see how distinct images of the slit aie formed 
in definite posidons, without any gradual lading away of the 
intensity on either side. For suppose we have a point of 
maximum intensity for a certain value of 6 determined as 
above. Then the disturbances reaching this from the various 
apertures are all in the same phase. Now, suppose we take 
another point on one side but quite close to this. The 
disturbances teaching this point through two consecutive 
apertures are not quite in agreement And if we choose two 
apertures, the difference of whose distances from the point is 

-' the disturbances reaching the point through them are ir 
complete disagreement, and neutralize each other. Call these 
two apertures the first and the {r + i)th. Then, in the same 
way, the second and the (r + zjth will neutralize each other's 
effect at the point, and so on. The point will only receive 
illumination from the apertures that are left over after picking 
out those that neutralize each other. If, then, there is a 
very large number of apertures, they will mostly destroy each 
other's effect at any point except those lying in the positions 
of maximum illumination; and in these positions we get 
intensity, compared with which that at the other parts of the 
screen is negligible. 

We have been si^posmg that slit and screen are both 
so fitr from the grating that we may suppose all the lays from 
the slit, or to a given point of the screen, to be parallel. 
Parallelism is attained in practice without using very great 
distances, by the help of lenses, A convex lens is placed at 
L, so aa to have its principal focus at S, and to direct the 
light to the grating ; and another is placed at V in the path 
of the light from the grating, and so that P is its principal 
focus. Then the action will be the same as that alrejidy 
described. For the optical lengths of the paths from S to 
all points in the wave-front between L and the grating will 
be equfj. And this wave-front is perpendicular to the rays 
from L to the grating. Thus the optical differences of the 
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paths Irom S to coirespcmJing points in consecutive apertures 
is, as before, ((/ + ^) sin ^ In the same way, the optical 




differences of the paths from these points to P is (1/ + b) sin ft 
Thus we get maximum illumination at P if (</ + ^)(sin 1 + sin $) 
is a multiple of \. 

These grating images may be seen without any very special 
apparatus. If a small source of light be looked at through 
a fine silk handkerchief, a few images will be seen on each 
side of the source. They may be seen on looking at a gas- 
light through the silk cover of an umbrella. Very fine wire 
gauze will also produce them. In these cases the retina of 
the eye is the screen on which the images are thrown, and the 
lens of the eye takes the place of the lens L'. 

Suppose white light to be sent through the slit to the 
grating, with the arrangement of lenses just explained. Then 
each separate colour will give rise to a series of diffraction 
images. In any one set of images of the various colours the 
separate coloured images will be arranged side by side, the 
positions of the images varying continuously with the wave- 
lengths, those of longer wave-lengths being less deviated than 
those of shorter. Thus we shall get a series of coloured 
spectra. In any one spectrum the position of any colour 
will depend on the wave-length of the colour, the number 
of lines per unit length of the grating, and the arrangement 
of the apparatus. It will not depend upon the nature of any 
material used, as the relative positions of the coloi]rs in a 
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prismatic spectrum dq)end upon the nature of the glass. If 
the incident light falls normally on the grating, we have the 
simple law, that in any spectrum the sine of the angle of devia- 
tion of any colour from the direct image of the slit is simply 
proportional to the wave-length of that colour. For this 
reason, grating spectra are frequently used as standards of 
reference rather than prismatic spectra. 

The optical grating affords the most accurate method of 
measuring the wave-length of light of a given quality. For 
this purpose it is used with a spectrometer. The slit of the 
collimator is illuminated with light of the given quality. The 
collimator and telescope of the spectrometer are set for 
parallel light, and the grating is set on the table of the 
spectrometer with its lines normal to the tahle. To do this, 
first get the face normal. This may he tested, as in setting 
the prism on the spectrometer, by observing whe^er the 
reflected image of the slit is formed at the proper level Next, 
if necessary, turn the grating in its own plane, to get the lines 
right This adjustment is complete when the diffraction 
images are all fomied at the same level. The measurements 
may now be made in either of two ways. 

1. Set the grating normal to the incident light Set the 
telescope to view any image, say the nth, to right and to left 
of the direct image. Half the difference between the readings 
of the telescope is the angular deviation of the image. Call 
this deviation &„ 

The number of lines of the grating per unit of length (say 
per millimetre) is measured. This may be done by means of a 
microscope, using the micrometer eye-piece and a standard 
micrometer scale. Let this number be N. Then we have, 
if \ is the required wave-length — 

sin fl, = »NA. 

2. If the normal to the grating makes an angle i with 
the incident light on one side, and an angle ^ with the light 
going to the »th image on the other, we have — 

sin (■ ^- sin ^ = «NX ; 

:. 2 sm ■ cos = «NA.. 

The angular deviation of the nth image from the light 
coming from the slit is in this case i + $. Then this deviation 

is least when cos is greatest, that is, when / = 0. If, 

then the gratiog is set to produce the nth image in the 
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position of minimum deviation, and this deviation is ^ since 
^ = I + ^, we have— 

2 sin — = »NA. 

2 

The angle ^. may be determined, as before, by observing 

the nth image to right and to left of the diiect image. 

Reflexion Grating.— Suppose a plane reflecting metallic 
surface to be ruled with a large number of fine equidistant 
parallel lines. This will produce diffraction images similar to 
those of the transparent grating. Waves falling on the reflect- 
ing grating will travel out in all directions on the side of the 
incident light, and in certain directions will produce very 




strong effects. Tliese directions may be found in just the 
same manner as that already employed. Suppose there are 
N lines per unit length of the grating. Let the incident light 
make an angle, i, with the normal Suppose that a maximum 
of effect is produced by the irregularly reflected light in a 
direction making an angle, B, with the normal on the same 
side. Let A and B be corresponding points on two of the 
reflecting lines. Draw B M, B N perpendicular to the incident 
and irregularly reflected light at A. Then a maximum of 
effect is produced in the direction 0, by the united action of 
corresponding points of the various reflecting strips, when 
MA + AN is a multiple of the wave-length, that is, since 

AB = ^, when — 

" ■ o,,„, Google 
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i^(sm ( + sin tf) = nk, 

or — 

sin / + sin d = «NX. 

If the angle is measured on the o^her side of the normal, 
the condition is — 

sin (■ — an fl = bNX. 

The greatest effect is produced when all the potntB of all 
the reflecting strips act together, that is, in the direction of 
tegular reflexion. 

Curved gratings have been used by Professor Rowland, and 
by Professor Langley in his researches on solar radiation. 
Imagine a concave reflecting surface ruled with lines \ and let 
the plane of the paper 
represent a plane cutting 
the reflecting strips nor- 
mally at A, B, C Sup- 
pose S is a source of 
light, and F a point such 
that the paths SAP, < 
SBP, SCP, . . . difier b) 
by a constant multiple of 
a wave-length. Then an 
im^e of S will be formed 
at P. This image can be 
thrown on a screen or 
photographed without the f,^ ,g^ 

assistance of a lens. If 
light of mixed quality be used, there will be a series of 
images such as P formed by the lights of various colours. 
Thus a spectrum is formed by means of a narrow slit placed 
at S. By directing various parts of the solar spectrum so 
formed into suitable apparatus, and especially of 0iat part of 
it which is below the red, and is formed of rays whose waves 
are too long to produce the effect of light, Professor Langley 
has made his celebrated researches on thb, the " infra-red " 
solar spectrum. 

Some substances of striated structure, such as mother-of- 
pearl, show beautiful colours on account of acting on the 
incident light as reflexion gratings, 

Cironlar Aperture.— Suppose light comes from a small 
source, S, and a screen with a circular aperture of small radius 
is placed so that S is on the axis of the circle. \jA the radius 
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of the circle be r. Let the distance of S from the circle be a. 
To consider the illumioation at a point on fhe axis of the 



circle, at a distance b from the centre, and on the side oppo- 
site to S. 

Take C, the centre of the ciicle. Let Q be any point of 
it at distance x from C. 

Then SQ« = a= + a^ ; 

.■.SQP = .+i + f(^+i). 

Suppose the area of the circle divided up into a large 
number, «, of zones equal in area, and each having centre at C. 

The area of each is — . Each zone being very narrow, we 
may suppose that the vibrations from passing through all 
points of it, reach P in the same phase. The displacement at 
P produced by disturbances reaching it through the zone of 
mean radius x, may be written — 



\t a + 6 jc« / 1 I \ 1 ,r;-» 
le centre, t; 



If this is the mth zone from the centre, t^k* = w 
thus we write the above displacement — 
J/ <! + * mf'fi 

k sm Siri rr. r— 1 I " 

1 1 A a«A \ a 
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Summing all such terms for all values of m from i to n, 
and making «" indefinitely large in the limit, wc get for the 
displacement at P, as in the case of the rectilinear slit — 

Putting ^ for ^ f i + M , this becomes — 

Thus the intensity of illumination at the distance ^ along 
the axis is proportional to — 

This expression vanishes whenever ^ = o, that is, when — 

or— 

The corresponding values of i give the points of no 
illumination along the axis. The points of naaximum illumi- 
nation are found from the maximum values of —r~ as in a 



former case. 

If white light is used, the points of maximum illumination 
occur at different distances from the various colours ; and a 
series of coloured points along the axis will be produced. 

Without entering into the investigation for the illumination 
at points off the axis of the aperture, it is clear that it must be 
symmetrical all round the axis, and hence at any plane normal 
to the axis a scries of rings will be formed, all circles, having 
for centre the point in which the axis meets this circle. 

The case of diHraction with a small circular aperture has 
an important application, for in telescopes and microscopes 
the light is limited by a diaphragm with a circular aperture. 

Suppose parallel l^ht from a small source, S, proceeding in 
■the direction of P. Take a plane through the point O, on S P, 
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at right aogles to S P. This place is a wave-front of the light. 
Suppose this wave-front round O to be dinded into half-period 




elements with respect to P. Ut A, B, etc, denote the boundaries 
of these elements. Then — 



P0 4 



= PA = 



aPO' 
aPO' 



PO + X - PB = PO + 

and so on. Thus — 

OA» = 2P0 ■ - ; 

03"= sPO-X;. 
and so on. 

Thus the aieas of these half-period elements are equal, 
each being v\ • PO. And the distances of these elements from 
P O are practically equal, and their obliquities to the lines 
joining points of them to P negligible. Hence each will send 
nearly the same disturbance to P ; but the phases of the dis- 
turbances from two consecutive ones will be opposite. 

Suppose, then, that the alternate zones are rendered 
opaque, so that the disturbances reaching P are all in agree- 
ment In this way a considerable quantity of light will be 
concentrated at P, as if by a lens. Such a plate is called a 
20ne-pl&te. It may be made by copying a large plate, 
accurately drawn as regards relative proportions, on a much 
smaller scale by means of photography. The effect produced 
b^ a zone-plate s^ees with the theory that has just been 
given of it. 

Opaque Cironlar Dlao. — Suppose a small opaque circular 
disc, A B, to be placed before a small source, S, at right angles 
to the line joining S to its centre; To consider the illuminar 
tion at a point, P, on the axis of the disa Take the wave-front 



C. 



■^•A- 
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through A B, and divide it into half-period elements with 
respect to S. The first of these elements adjacent to the edge 
of A B produces the greatest effect at P. P, then, is illuminated 



by these elements in much the same way as it is illuminated, 
if A B is removed, by the half-period elements into which the 
whole wave-front through O may be divided. And if A B is 
very small, the element just round its edge plays about the same 
part in producing disturbance at F as would be played by the 
first element of the full wave. Hence the illumination, in 
this case, at points along O P is approximately uniform, and 
the same as it would be if A B were removed. 

M. Comu has given a graphic method of dealing with 
certiun cases of diffraction, which we shall now indicate. 

We have seen that if a point is affected by any number of 
ample harmonic motions all in the same direction, the resultant 
is a simple harmonic motion 
whose amplitude and phase- 
angle is found by a simple 
construction. From any pomt 
O draw O A, A B, B C, . . . 
equal to the amplitudes of - 
the S.H.M.'s, and making 
with any fixed direction, O X, 
angles equal to the phase-angles of the S.H.M.'s. Then the 
straight line joining O to the last point along OABC . . . 
is the amplitude of the resulting S.H.M., and the angle it 
makes with O X is its phase-angle. 

Now, imagine a small source, S, and consider the effects 




which the various parts of the wave-firont from 5 through O 
produce at the point P. We shall consider only an elementaiy 
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strip of the wave-front lying in the plane of the paper, that is, 
between S and P. We shall thus be dealing with the eflfect 
at P of a linear wave. All the little elements of this wave are 
receiving disturbances from S and sending them on to P, so 
that the disturbances received at P from the various elements 
of the wave are all of the same sort, since S goes on sending 
out vibrations of the same sort for a long time, only they are 
of different phases because of the different lengths of the 
paths from S to P through the various elements. Now, sup- 
pose that, starting from O, we divide the wave up into equal 
infinitesimal elements; and suppose the phase-angle of the 
disturbance which the element at O sends to P is zero. The 
phase-angles of the disturbances from the other parts of the 
wave will continually increase as we pass out from O, and 
increase more and more rapidly as we get farther off from 
O. If we represent now the resulting motion at P as being 
due to the elementary motions from the various points of the 
wave, we shall get in the limit, when the elements are made 
inde^nitely small, a continuous curve, whose elements of length 
represent the ampli- 
tudes of the disturb- 
ances at P from the 
elements of the wave, 
and the inclinations of 
whose elements to a 
given straight line re- 
present the phase- 

-^ angles of these dis- 

/ turbances. Take OX 

''"'■ '''"■ as the fixed direction, 

and O as the point from which to draw the curve. It starts 
Ungentially to OX, because the phase-angle due to the 
element at O is zero, and it clearly curves continually in one 
sense, and more and more rapidly, because the phase-angle 
increases outward from O, and more and more rapidly. Comu 
has shown that the curve is a spiral with an indefinite number 
of ever-narrowing turns about a point or pole, J, such that the 
angle XOJ = 45°. 

In the same manner, the effect of the other half of the 
wave may be shown ; and the other half of this spiral would 
be obtained, namely, what we should get by turning the piece 
O J about O through two right angles. 

Now, suppose an obstacle used to intercept a portion of the 
linear wave. To find the effect of the remainder at various 
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points of a screen, with the help of the spiral, it is most con- 
venient to consider the effect at a fised point, P, of various 
parts of the wave, such as would be got by moving the obstacle 
about If P occupies any given position with respect to the 




obstacle, we must consider where this edge comes on the 
whole wave-front in which is between S and P. This gives 
a corresponding point on the obstacle, and the disturbance at 
P is represented by all the spiral on one side of this point, or 
the resulting disturbance by the line joining the point to a 
pole of the spiraL If there is no obstacle, the disturbance at 
P is represented by J J'. If P is on the edge of the geometrical 
shadow, or the otetacle comes to O, the disturbance is given 
by O J, Thus the intensity is one-fourth of what it is with no 
obstacle. Suppose P to move into the shadow. The dis- 
turbances are denoted by the straight lines joining J to the 
various points of the spiral got by moving along from O towards 
J. Thus the intensity fidls off continually. Suppose P to 
move out from the shadow. The disturbances are denoted by 
the straight lines joining J to the various points of the spiral 
got by moving along from towards J'. Thus the intensity 
varies, passing through maxima and minima. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
colours produced by interference. 
Colours of Thin Plates. 
Oolonn by Rdfl«cted Light.— When light falls on a very 
thin film of a transparent medium with smooth reflecting 
surfaces, of the rays which reach the eye some will have been 
reflected once at the upper, or nearer, surface, and others will 
have been refracted into the film, reflected at the lower surface, 
and refracted out again. The light coming from a point, S, of 
a distant source, will thus pro- 
ceed, to an eye at E, along the 
different paths S A E, S B C D E. 
And, on account of the extreme 
thinness of the film, these will 
practically come fi'om the sajne 
point of the film; so that we 
may suppose the light which 
passes off from the film along 
a given straight line, and which 
must have reached it by parallel 
paths, to have all come from 
the same point of the source. Two such rays, then, which 
are refiected at the upper and under surfaces of the film, 
and then combine into a single ray, are in a condition 
to interfere ; and they will interfere or reinforce each other 
according to the length of the difference of the optical dis- 
tances of their paths. This optical distance will depend upon 
the nature of the film, its thickness, and the obliquity of the 
rays. When white light falls on the film and proceeds to 
the eye from a certain point of it, the optica! difference of 
paths will generally be such as to destroy by interference the 
lights of certain colours only ; so that the light reaching the 
eye will be coloured. For the light coming from another part, 
the obliquity and the film-thickness may both be differenL 
And so the film will be seen of different colours in various 
parts. And the colour of the same part will vary according 
to the angle at which it is observed. 

For the formation of these colours it is to be noticed that 
no special source of light is required ; they may be observed 
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in daylight, or with aay oidinaiy source of light. They are 
frequently to be obseived in nature, as, for instance, in mica, 
which has a lamellar structure. When a drop oi oil is put 
on the surface of still water, it spreads out into a very thin film, 
and shows such colours. It is in this way that the colours of 
soap-bubbles are formed. Again, when a bright piece of metal 
is heated, its suilace shows a. variety of colours, which are due 
to a film of un-uniform thickness of oxide of the metal that is 
formed on it by the action of the heat. 

The colours may be produced by means of a film of air 
between two transparent substances. If two thin pieces of 
glass, carefiilly freed from dust, are pressed together, they 
enclose between them a thin layer of air, and this will show 
colours ; the rays proceeding through the upper piece of glass 
and out into the air towards the eye, with the path-differ- 
ence acquired in the film. The pieces of glass are chosen 
thin merely that they may be flexible and easily pressed 




We shall next find an expression for the optical difference 
of the paths of the two rays reflected at the upper and under 
surfaces of the film. 

Let C B, F E be two parallel rays, in air, from a distant 
source, incident on a thin film, B D £, and leaving the film 
along the line B A. Let F C be 
any wave-front of the light inci- 
dent on the film, so that F C is 
at right angles to the rays, and 
the vibrations are in the same 
phase at F and C. From E draw 
£ K perpendicular to C B, and 
from B draw B M perpendicular 
to E D. Then at E and K the p,„ ,^^ 

vibrations are in the same phase. 

Now, let the thickness of the film be e, its refractive index ^. 
And let/ and rbe the angles of incidence and refraction of 
the rays falling on the film. Then the optical difference of ihe 
paths of the rays is — 

/*.EDB-KB. 

Now, KB in air is optically equal to EM in the film, 
for when the vibration at K has reached B, that at E would 
have reached M if the substance of the film extended to 
M; or, otherwise, KB = >cEM. Thus the optical path 
required is — 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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p. ■ (EDB - EM) = Ac(DB - MD) 

= /iDB(i + cos 2r) 



= 2fl£ COS r. 
It is clear from this investigation that whatever may be the 
medium from which the light comes to the lilm, the relative 
retardation of the rays has for its value the same expression, 
21*^ cos r. 

. This expression may also be obtained by calculating the 
value of >i- EDB — KB is terms of «, i, and r, 

Inteiference between rays of a given wave-length, X, will 
then depend upon the relation which this quantity bears to X, 
And it would appear at first sight that there will be interference 
when 3fu cos r is of the form (« -\- i)A, and reinforcement 
when it is of the form nX. But experiment shows that this is 
not the case. Because if, for example, the film becomes 
extremely thin, so that the expression for the difieience of 
path vanishes, the rays, instead of conspiring, are then found 
to interfere, there beii^ a minimum of illumination in this 
case. In the case of two pieces of glass enclosing an air-film, 
at a point at which the pieces are in actual contact a dark spot 
is observed when they are seen by reflected light Thus the 
phase-difference of the two rays depends on something else 
besides the optical difierence of Uieir paths. This other 
element may be illustrated by means of a mechanical analogy. 
Suppose there are two perfectly elastic balls, one at rest and 
the other in motion, and suppose the second to collide directly 
on the first It will set the tirst in motion and will follow 
it if it is heavier than the first, but will rebound if it is 
lighter, Now, the ether particles in two transparent media 
behave as if they were of different densities. And when a 
tnun of waves in one medium is falling on the boundary 
surface of the two, the particles at the surface, in the first, 
will set those in the second in motion, and will continue to 
move in the same direction, or will move in the opposite 
direction, according as the first is the denser or the rarer 
medium. The same thing may also be illustrated by snp- 
ponng a heavy and a light chain, joined end to end, to hang 
vertically. Suppose the heavy chain at bottom, and let awave 
be sent up it by jerking its lower end horizontally. When this 
wave reaches the light chain, it will be divided into two, one 

of which will go on into the light chain, and one will return 
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along the heavy one. And the returning wave will be the 
sane as if it were sent down by jerking the upper end in the 
same direction as that in which the lower end was jerked. 
But if a wave were sent along the light chain towards the 
heavy one, the wave returning along the light one from their 
point of junction would be the same as if it were sent along 
the Ught chain by jerking its end in the opposite direction 
from that in which it was jerked to start the original wav& 
These two cases ate called respectively reflexion of the wave 
without and viith change of sign. 

In the case of light vibrations reflected at the boundary 
surface of two media, they will be reflected without or wilji 
change of sign, according as the ether in the first behaves as 
if it were more or less dense than that in the second. If 
there is change of sign, the phase of the reflected vibration is 
exactly reversed ; the effect is the same as if the waves were 
retarded by just half a period, or as if there were added to 
their path a half wave-length. To subtract half a wave length 
would, of course, produce just the same effect on the phase. 

Now, in case of a thin film between two portions of the 
same medium, reflexions take place at the two surfaces of the 
film under opposite conditions, and there must be change of sign 
in one case and not in the other. The result is then the same 
as if the difference of the paths which we have considered is 

simply increased by -. We can therefore write for the relative 
retardation — 

2/«^cosr-f--. 
We thus see that we shall get interference or reinforcement 
according as zyji cos r is of the form nX ornA + -. 

A thin film may be situated between two diflerent media 
which are such that light fallingon the film is reflected at both 
its upper and lower surfaces under the same conditions, that is, 
in both cases with or in both cases without change of sign, so 
that no difference of phase is introduced by the reflexions. 
Now, it is reasonable to suppose that if light is reflected in a 
medifim at the boundary of it and an optically denser one in 
which light travels more slowly, that it will be reflected with 
change of sign ; but that if reflected at an optically lighter, it 
will be reflect^ without change of sign. Thus if the film has 
refrangibility intermediate between those of the media on t^er , 
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two sides, the reflexions at its two sur&ces will be either both 
with or both without change of siga ; and the conditions of 
light and darkness should be just opposite to those in the case 
of the film between two portions of the same medium. This 
conclusion is verified by experiment. 

For the complete investigation of the effect produced by 
the Ught coming from the film, we must consider that we have 
not only to take account of the two rays refiected once at the 
upper surface and once at the under surface, asCBA, FEDBA. 




but also an indefinite number of rays, such as KHGEDBA, 
which has undergone three internal reflexions, and so on. And 
we shall first consider all these rays to be of one definite 
wave-length, X. These rays all combine to produce the 
resulting lay B A, and the effect will depend on their intensities 
and their relative retardations. It is clear that the relative 
retardation between any two consecutive rays, so far as it 
depends on the optical difference of paths, is the same, and is 

a/i<r cos r. If there is a further retardation of -, we may 
regard this as denoting a reversal in the sign of the amplitude 
of the vibration. Let us denote the phase-angle of the 
vibration, at any point in B A, which has come from C B, by 
^. Then we may denote the phase-angles of the vibrations at 
the same point, which have come from the other rays, F £, 
K H, etc, by 1^ -I- S, ^ + aS, and so on ; where — 

8 = - - 2/w cos r. 

We have next to consider the relations between the 
amplitudes of the vibrations arising from the various rays. 
Suppose that a ray in the outer medium falling on the film 
gives rise to one reflected at the surface of the film, and one 
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refracted into the film, whose amplitudes are found from that 
of the incident ray by muhiplying it by the quantities b and £. 
And suppose that a ray in the film gives rise to one reflected 
back into it, and one le&acted into the outer medium, whose 
amplitudes are found by multiplying that of the first by e and/. 

Now, suppose the amplitude of any one of the rays incident 
on the film to be a. Then the amplitudes of the various parts 
along B A, arising from the rays C B, 
F E, K H, N M, etc., are a^, acef, aci'f, 
ai/'f, etc. 

Certain relations may be found among 
the coeflSdents by the following con- 
siderations : The ray A B, of amplitude 
a, falling from the outer medium on the 
material of the film, gives lise to the two 
along BC, BD, of amplitudes ab, ac. 
It is assumed, then, that if two rays of 
amplitudes ab, ac be sent along C B and pia. us. 

DB, these will just recombine to pro- 
duce the ray of amplitude a along BA. But ab alor^ C B 
gives ab'' along B A and abc along B E, and ac along D B gives 
ace along B E and acf along B A. Since tiiese four are 
equivalent to a along B A, we have the two relations — 
die + lue = o, OT, b + e = o; 
and a^ + acf = a, qx, ^ ■\- cf = i. 

Thus we can put « = - b, and cf = i - ^, and write for the 
amplitudes of the component vibrations along BA, ab, 
— a#{i— ^, -a^(i-^, etc And the entire resulting displace- 
ment at a point in B A is the sum — 

<7isin^-aA(i-i')sin (*+8)-j^'(i-(^)sm{^+a8) - . . . 
= a* sin ^ - a*(i--?')[sm{* + S) + i}'sin(0 4- aS) + < . .]. 

The part in square brackets is, by writing the exponential 
values of the sf 




i-,{^*+« + ^^^^i-'*) + ...}--. {f-'T#+*) + b^e-K^\-iV) Jf...\ 
_e^* + i) r £--<* + « I 

~ ti I — iV* 21 I — b'^e-'' 

_ I e^* + *) -e-A.**S) — lfl(^* -e-'*) 

_ sin (^ + 8) - P sin ^ 

I - 2^' cos 6 + ^^ ' .^ I 
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Thus the displacement is — 

-""^■■^■-''• .-rf»cos8 + y 

= Psiii* + Qcos*,say. 

Tlien the amplitude of the resulting vibration is 
yP + Q"; that is— 

^V r I- j>-cos« + 4<l +(i-!J=cos8 + *')» 

The resulting intensity is proportional to the square of 
this, or to — 

,„ (1 + »•)■(■ - COS «)■ + (t - ay sin ' 5 
(i - 3d' cos 8 + ^)* 
i.. «.(■ - c« 8) . (.+*-)-C-co s8) + (.-W.+cos8) 

* ' (l — 20^ COS d + A*)* 

1.?. a"^ ■ 3 sin' 



3 I — a^' cos 8 -f- ^ 
4<j»#' sin" - 



' 1 — 2^ COS S + J* 

The intensity will, therefore, be zero, when - = mc; that 
i, when — 

ax 

-r- • a/w cos r = snv, 



ZfU cos r = hK. 
The intensity will be a maximum when - is an odd 

multiple of-, or — 

If cos r = «\-f- -; 

Gooi^lc 
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35 may be seen by writing the above fraction in the form — 
»,aW sin» - 



{I - h-'f + 4*' 



(i-^^)»C08ec»^ + 4S» 

and observing that for - = «»■+-, cosec - has its least value. 

ColoupB by Transmitted Light.— We have hitherto 
supposed that the light vhich reaches the fihn is all reflected 
light, falling on it from the 
side on which the eye is, and 
that no light comes through 
from the other side. Let us 
next consider the light trans- 
mitted through the film and 
reaching the eye on the other 
side; We must deal with this 
in a similar way, and consider 
an innumerable assemblage of 
rays which combine into a 
single one on leaving the 
film, the first ray simply un- 
dergoing two refractions at 
the surfaces, the second un' 
dergoing two reflexions inside 
the tilm as well, the next four reflexions, and so on, as the 
figure shows. Just as before, the optical difierence of path 
between any two consecutive ones is 2/*« cos /■, so that we 
may write S for the difference of phase-angle. 

For the amplitudes of the vibrations in the emei^ent rays, 
if that of an incident ray is a, using the symbols b, c, e, /, with 
the same meanings as before, we have for the amplitudes the 
values — 

acf. acfr, acf^, cic, 
or — 

<r(t-^, a(i-^')^, 0(1-*"}^, etc 

Calling the phase-angles of the displacement at any point 
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due to these ^, ^ + 8, <> + 2S, etc., the entire displacement 
is — 

fl{i-^)sm^ + <i{i-^)^sin (^+ S)+ . . . 
Summing this in the same way as before, we get — 

ah - h^ . 5HL*_r ^' sin (^ - 8) 
^ ■' I - 2*'^ cos 8 + ^ ■ 

And for the intensity we have — 
3, ,j.j (i - ^' cos 8)' + ^ sin' S _ a^{i — b^)^ 
^ '' (1 -a^cos8 + /H)a ~ I - lb' cos 8 + *«• 

The intensity is then a maximum when cos S = i, or 
8 = snv ; that is — 

SttX 

- ■ 2/1* cos r = 3»w, 
or 

ifu cos r = nk. 
The intensity is a minimum when cos S= — i, or 
S = 2nv + X ; that is — 

z/u cos r = n\ + ~. 

The maximum value of the intensity is simply a", showing 
that in this case all the incident light is transmitted. The 
minimum value is — 

a\i -^') ' 
(r + ^y 
Thus in this case the intensity never becomes zero. 
It should be noticed that, for any value of 8, the sum 
of the intensities of the lights reflected and transmitted, which 

have the valoes f^iW^Sa~+'^' '^^ i-3^»cosS + ^' 
is a', showing that these two portions just account for the 
whole of the light falling on the film, or that the entire energy 
in them is just equal to the energy of the incident light 

If, now, in either case it is white light which falls upon 
the film, the maxima and minima for the various colours will 
occur at various places, so that the film will show colours. 
These colours are more strongly marked in the case of 
reflected light, because in this case, at every point of the 
film, as a mle, certain colours undeigo complete obliteration. 
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Newton's Kings. — Newtoa produced the colours due 
to thin plates by this very simple device : Suppose two convex 
lenses with surfaces of very small curvature, or a convex lens 
and a piece of plane glass, to be put in contact with each 
other. There will then be a layer of air between the two, 
having no thickness just at the point of contact, and with 
thickness increasing as we pass outward from this point, and 
such that the thickness is uniform in any circle round this 
point as centre. If this arrangement is illuminated by mono- 
chromatic light of wave-length \, which is reflected to the 
eye, a series of black and bright rings will be seen round 
the point of contact If ^ is the angle of incidence of the 
light, it will also be the angle which the rays in the interior air- 
film make with the normal, and 
there will be darkness at any point 
at which the thickness e satisfies 
the condition 

2e cos ^ - n\, 
where « is an integer. 

Suppose that rings are formed 
in this way, with a spherical sur&ce 
of radius R in contact with a plane 
surface. Let denote the point 
of contact, and consider the thick- 
ness, e, at a point P. Draw P M N *'"' '"" 
normal to the plane sur&ce, and meeting the sphere of which 
the given curved surface is a part, in the points M and N. 
Then— 

PO' = PM . PN. 

But PN b very nearly equal to aR. Thus — 
P0'= 2Ra 

Now, there is darkness at P if — 

2^C0S^ = «X, 

and brightness if— 

2e cos * = (« + 4)A. 
Thus we get a series of dark rings whose radii are 
given by — _^^___^__ 

r = VR ■ sec «^ ■ »A. ; 
and a series of bright rings whose radii are given by — 

r = Vr . sec ^ . (« -j- i)A. Google 
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Putting V = o in the fonnula for the dark rings, we get 
r = o, and the first ring becomes a black spot at Uie centre. 
The rings seen by reflected light then have a black spot in 
the centre. 

If the arrangement is seen by transmitted light, novrhere 
will there be complete absence of iUumination, as we have 
aheady seen ; but a series of rings relatively dark and bright 
will be seen. These are formed similarly to the others, onl^ 
now the dark rings take the place occupied by the bright 
when they are seen by reflected light ; and vice vers&. The 
rings seen by transmitted light have a bright spot in the 
centre.' 

' If the rings are formed by the contact of two spherical 
surfaces, having radii R„ R, turned opposite ways, it is clear 
that, in the above formulae, instead of R, we must use 
R. + R, 

The rings may be formed, in either case, by means of 
white light Then the resulting appearance is the super- 
position of what would be got from the constituent lights of 
the various colours. In this case only a few rings will be seen 
having a dark centre if seen by reflected light, and a bright 
centre if by transmitted, and having variegated edges. As 
we pass out from the centre, the appearance quickly fades 
away into practically unifonn illumination. 

The colours Seen in white light, by reflexion, are those 
due to the successive elimination from white light of lights 
of various wave-lengths. They were carefully observed by 
Newton, and given by him in a series which is called 
Newton's scale of colours. These colours are classed in 
several orders as follows : — 

(i) Black, blue, white, yellow, red; 

(z) Violet, blue, green, yellow, red ; 

(3) Purple, blue, green, yellow, red; 

(4) Green, red; 

(s) Greenish-blue, red ; 

(6) Greenish-blue, pale red ; 

(7) Greenish-blue, reddish-white. 

To observe and measure the rings formed in transmitted 
light, a microscope with a micrometer eye-piece may be used. 
The arrangement for forming the rings, consisting of lens and 
plate glass, is placed on the st^e of the microscope, and 
light is thrown upwards to it from the microscope reflector. 
The rings may then be seen, and their diameters 1 
by means of the micrometer eye-piece. 
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to see the rings by reflected light with the microscope, 
an additional arrangement is necessary. A small thin piece 
of glass, such as a microscope cover-glass, is placed inside 
the microscope behind the object-glass. It is inclined to the 
axis of the instrument at 45°, and there is an aperture in 
the tube thiou^ which light can fall on it, and be reflected 
cat through the object-glass to the ring-forming apparatus, 
and then back into the microscope, the little reflector not 
hindering its passage. 

If the film is not of air, but of some other substance, such 
as a drop of water introduced between the lens and the plate 
glass, the diameters of the rings will be changed. If /i is the 
refiraclive index of this substance, we then have the formula — 

2/W cos ^ = III-, 

where, in reflected light, m is even for a dark place, and odd 
for a bright one ; and in transmitted light the reverse- 
The radius of a ring will then be pven by — 



= v/r- 



■ sec ^ ■ m-. 



On usii^ a drop of liquid, then, in this way, the diameters 
of the rings will be diminished in the inverse of the lado of 
the square toots of the refractive index of the liquid and that 
of mr. Measurements of the rings may be used to determine 
the refracdve index of a liquid. 

The diameters of the rings formed with given apparatus 
increases with the angle of incidence; but the angle of 
incidence inside the film, if of air, is nearly the same as that 
on the upper surface of the lens, and, as this angle is increased, 
more of the incident light will be reflected off the glass. Thus 
if the diameters are increased by increasing the angle of 
incidence, it will be at the ex- 
pense of the brightness of the \ 
rii^ But by the following 
device, rings which are broad, 
and at the same time bright, 
may be obtained. 

A glass prism, ABC, is 
placed with one face in con- 
tact with a spherical surface 
of glass of large radius. Light, *''*" ''^ 

of which P Q R S T represents a ray, enters the prism, at a 
Email incidence, by the face A 6, and passes into the film of air 
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at R, at a considerable angle with the normal at R, Again, 
on emei^ence at S, the angle between the ray and the normal 
at S is small. In this way little light is lost by the reflexions 
at Q and S, so that the rings are bright; and at the same 
time, owing to the great obliquity of the rays in the film, they 
are broad. To produce the rings, sometimes a prism is used 
with one face made sUghtly spherical, and this face is rested 
on a piece of plane glass. 

Interferences produced by Thick Plates. 

Sir David Brewster showed that two thick plates of glass 

of equal thickness, with a considerable thickness of air between 

them, could produce interference. For this purpose the plates 

must be nearly but not quite parallel to each other. Of the 




light proceeding from a point, S, of the source to an eye at E 
on the other side of the plates, the greater part goes directly 
to the eye by transmission through the two plates. But certain 
of the rays which undergo reflexions at the surfaces may be in 
a condition to interfere. Thus the two rays which are reflected, 
one at A and C, and the other at B and D, go on to the eye 
very close to each other and in parallel directions; also their 
difference of path (which is acquired by one passing through 
one plate along a path equal to 2AB, and the other through 
the other plate along a path equal to aCD) is a very small 
quantity. The two rays will consequently be in a condition 
to interfere on reaching the eye. 
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Brewster placed his two glass plates at one end of a tube 
blackened inside, the plates being nearly normal to the tube. 
The other end was closed by a diaphragm having a small 
circular aperture. By this means the side light was cut off, 
but the visible field subtended a large enough angle at the 
eye for several fringes to be observed. The fringes are 
parallel to the lines of intersection of the surfaces of the 
plates; and they diminish in breadth as the angle between 
the plates is increased. When seen in white light they have 
coloured edges. 

It is not easy to produce these fringes. The glass plates 
must be of as nearly as possible the same thickness. To ensure 
this they should be cut from a piece of good plate glass, satisfy- 
ing pretty well the conditions of a geometrical plate, that is, 
having uniform thickness. The plates should further be 
mounted in such a manner that they can be set accurately 
parallel ; if one is fixed, the other should have two adjustments. 

This phenomenon is also sometimes called that of the 
oolottrs of thick plates. 

Ccloored Rhigs of Thick Plates, or Dif^ision 
Rings. — These were discovered by Newton ; and Voung 
first gave the explanation of them on the undulatory theory. 

A spherical mirror of glass, silvered on the convex so as 
to reflect on the concave side, is used. Light is allowed to 
pass through a small aperture in a white screen, held so that 
the aperture is at the centre of curvature of the mirror. Then 
a series of coloured rings with a common centre at the aperture 
is observed. If the aperture is at a little distance from the 
centre of the minor, but the screen still passing through the 
centre, an image of the aperture will he formed by reflexion on 
the screen, and the rings will now have their common centre 
midway between the aperture and its image, that is, at the 
centre of the sphere. There will now be a white ring passing 
through the aperture and its image. These appearances are 
due to the diffusion or irregular reflexion of hght at the front 
surface of the mirror ; and if this surface is slightly dimmed, 
as may be done by wetting it with a weak mixture of milk 
and water, the rings become more distinct 

Suppose O is the centre of the mirror, L L' M the plane 
of the screen, and L the aperture, near to 0, through which 
the light comes, L' the image of L, so that L O L' is a straight 
line, and L'O = OL. A ray LR, after regular refraction and 
reflexion at R and S of part of it, is partly diffused on 
emergence at T, so that some diffused light from T reaches 

c;oo3ic 



240 Light. 

the screen at M. Another ray is diffused at the same point 
T on entering the glass, aod some of the diffused light, after 
"regular reflexion and refraction at S' and R', reaches the screen 
at M. These two portions of light arriving at M have travelled 
paths having a small optical difference. And further, the rays 
have been diffused at the same point of the surface. This 
is necessary for interference, as has been pointed out by 
Professor Stokes, because in the act of diffusion a phase- 
difference is introduced into the vibrauon, which will be 
differeat for different points of the surface. The rays airiving 




at M will thus be in a condition to interfere, and will do so if 
dieir path-difference is suitable. 

Let us next consider what this path-difference is, on the 
supposition that L is very near to O. Let the radius O A of 
the front sur&ce be R ; ^c thickness of the mirror, AS, = e; 
the index of refraction of the glass = /* ; OL = u ; OM = v. 
Let the angles of incidence and refraction at R be / and r. 
Then we have very nearly — 

LR = ' 
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Also ST = RS ; 

and TM = R + ^. 

The path R S T is in glass of refrangibility /*. Hence the 
optical length of the path L R S T M is— 

--^--(■-.^.)- 

For the ray LTS'R'M we notice that regular refraction 
takes place at R', so that we may easily show, in a similar 
manner to the above, that — 



TS' 



-K' = .(..^). 



And the optical length of the path L T S' R' M is— 

The optical difference of paths is thus — 

The phase-difference of the lays arriving at M will thus 
depend upon v, the distance of M &om O. In monochromatic 
light we should thus get a series of bright and dark circles 
round O ; and in white light, coloured circles. Where v = u, 
that is, for all points on a circle with L L' as diameter, there is 
brightness for all colours ; for there is no path -difference in the 
rays. Hence this is a white circle. At the centre, v = o, there 
will be a coloured spot, the colour depending on the value of 

— K> Hence the colour will change with the distance of the 
aperture from the centre. 

Colours of Mixed Plates. — These were discovered by 
Young, and are seen when a luminous source is viewed through 
two glass plates containing between them a very thin layer 
of two transparent substances intimately mixed up with each 
Other. Brewster obtained them by using a little soap lather 
between his plates. The explanation of them is that they 
are due to interferences of two neighbouring rays which 
traverse, in the space between the glass plates, the two 
di&erent substances; a difference of phase is thus introduced 
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between them, and they are in a condition to interfere. If e 
is the distance between the glasses, and ;xi, >^ are the refrangi- 
bilities of the two substances, the difference of optical distances 
traveised by the two rays is, for aormal incidence, e{^~y^. 
Thus there will be intetference for light of wave-lei^gth X 
whenever— 

^ - rt) = «-, 
where n is an odd number. 



Describe and explun the phenomena presented by the prismatic 
spectram of Ihe light reflected from a thin Irensparenl film, not thin 
cnongh lo sboir Ihe "colours of thin plates." How and why does the 
speclium change as tlie Elm gets thinner and thinner until it shows colonra? 
(Land. B.Sc Rons., 1884.) 



CHAPTER XV. 

DOUBLE REFRACTION. POLARIZATIO!^. 

When light is refracted through certain crystalline substances 
peculiar effects are observed, which we shall now consider. 
About the best substance for producing these effects, aod 
that in which they were first dis. 
covered, is Icel^d spar. This 
is a aystailized form of carbonate 
of lime. The form in which it 
, occurs is that of a rhomb or 
parallelopiped, that is, a six-sided 
figure, all whose sides are paral- 
lelograms. This form is repre. 
seated in the figure. The angles 
of any one of the bounding p^itl- 
lelograms are toi° 55' and 78° 5'; 
and the dihedral angles between 
the faces of the rhomb are 105° 5' 
and 74° 55'. The solid angles at A and A' are, each of them, 
contained by three equal obtuse angles. If the rhomb has all 
its edges equal, then the line A A' is called the crystallo- 
graphic axis of the crystal : A A' would then be equally 
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inclined to the three faces meetin}; in A or A'. In general the 
axis of the crystal is a straight line given only in direction ; 
and it is any straight line equally inclined to the three faces 
meeting in a solid angle of the rhomb contained by three 
obtuse angles. Any plane through the axis is called a 
prinoipal plane of the crystal ; and a principal plane per- 
pendicular to any face is called the principal plane of that 
£tc& 

If a ray of light falls on such a rhomb, it is not refracted 
into it along one direction, as in the case of a piece of glass, 
but along two, giving rise to two refracted rays. Thus, if a 
black mark is made on a sheet of white paper, and then 
covered by the rhomb, two images of the mark will be seen 
on looking through the rhomb. Or, again, if a narrow beam 
of light is falling on a screen, and giving a bright spot, on 
putting the rhomb in the way of the beam, with a face normal 
to it, this is broken up into two, so that two spots are observed. 
The crystal is said to be doubly refracting. 

in the next place, we have to observe that the light in 
either of these refracted beams possesses remarkable differences 
from common light, or the light in the beam before it entered 
the rhomb. In breaking up the beam of common light by 
means of the rhomb, the same effect is produced however the 
rhomb is rotated about the path of the beam — the two emergent 
beams are of equal' intensity. Now, if one of these beams be 
similarly examined by a second rhomb, this will not be the 

To show this w& may take two similar rhombs, place one 
of them on the mark on the paper, thus producing with it two 
images, and place the other on the first. The second will, 
in general, form two images of each image produced by the 
first, thus giving rise to four. But if the upper rhomb be 
rotated over the lower one, this is what b observed : when the 
faces of the upper rhomb are all parallel to faces of the lower 
one, so that the principal planes of the contiguous faces are 
parallel, only two images are seen. As the upper rhomb is 
rotated from this position, two more images begin to appear, at 
first very faint, but gradually increasing in distinctness ; and 
the other itnages diminish in distinctness. And when the 
upper rhomb has been rotated through a right angle, these 
images have completely disappeared, and now only the other 
two are seen. As the rotation continues, the same series of 
appearances and disappearances occurs in every quarter of 
a turn. 
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The same thing may be shown by means of the beam of 
light passing through the two rhombs to a screen. Or, if we 
cut off one of the two beams which emerge from the first 
rhomb, and examine the other alone by means of the second 
rhomb, the spot of light will appear brightest when all the 
faces of the rhombs are parallel, and will gradually become 
fainter, and completely disappear when the second rhomb has 
been turned through a right angle, appearing again when the 
rhomb is turned past this position, and growing to maximum 
brightness when another right angle has been accomplished j 
and so on. 

From these experiments it is clear that the light in either of 
the two beams into which a given one is broken up by the 
crystal of Iceland spar, difiers from common light in possessing 
properties having reference to direction which common light 
has not Thus a beam of common light, on entering a rhomb 
of spar normally to a face, is always broken up into two beams 
of equal intensity, but a beam which has come from another 
rhomb is for certain positions of the second rhomb not broken 
up, and, in general, the intensities of the parts into which it is 
broken are unequal, and depend upon the position of the 
second rhomb relatively to the firat The light in either beam 
coming from a rhomb dien possesses some property with regard 
to direction which must be referred to the manner in which 
the rhomb is held across its path. 

These beams of light are said to be plane-polaiised, 
or each is polarized in a certain plane. Their planes of 
polarization are two planes containing the directions of the 
beams, and respectively parallel and at right angles to the 
principal section of the face which is normal to the incident 
beam. 

As we shall see, the peculiar property of plane polarized 
light is that the vibrations of the ether particles constituting 
it all take place along straight lines in a definite direction. 
And the plane which is called the plane of polarization of 
a given beam is, in accordance with the views of Fresnel, 
the plane at right angles to the direction of vibration of the ' 
particles. 

We see, then, that by means of a rhomb of Iceland spar 
we can produce a beam of polarized light, and by means of 
another rhomb we can determine whether a beam is polarized 
or noL The rhombs used in this way may be called polatiser 
and analyzer respectively. 

Hu)^hens investigated by experiment the laws of refraction 
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of the two rays in Iceland spai into which a single one is 
broken up. He found that one of these rays is refracted 
according to the ordinary laws of Tcfraction, the crystal 
having for this ray a definite index of re&action, no matter 
how it is cut or how the incident ray falls on it This 
refracted ray is called, in consequence, the ordinary ray. 
The other ray is refracted according to a different law, 
and not the ordinary law of refraction. The sines of the 
angles of incidence and refraction do not bear a constant 
ratio to each other. It is called the axtraordinary ray, 
Huyghens accounts for the position of Uiis ray, and shows 
how to find it in any given case, as follows : We have seen 
how to find the refitted ray, on the principles of the wave 
theory, in the case of a lay falling on the surface of glass, 
by supposing the points of the surface to become centres 
of secondary disturbances as soon as the wave-front reaches 
them, these disturbances spreading out with ei^ual velocities 
in all directions. Thus the disturbance from a given point 
has at any instant reached all the points on the surface of 
a sphere traced in the medium. And the refracted wave-front 
is the plane which at any instant touches all the spheres which 
the disturbances liave reached ; and the refracted ray is normal 
to this plane. Now, in the case of Iceland Spar the dis- 
turbances which constitute the extraordinary ray travel with 
different velocities in different directions through the crystal. 
The surface which a disturbance at a single point in the 
crystal would reach aU the ^ 

points of in a given time, is 
not a sphere, but an folate 
spheroid, or ellipsoid of 
revolution, whose axis of 
revolution is the axis of the 
crystal This surface is the | 
wave-surface for the extra- 
ordinary rays. The wave- 
surface for the ordinary rays, 
which is, of course, a sphere, 
has its diameter equal to the 
axis of revolution, A A', of 
the ellipsoid. Thus, if a Fig. iSa. 

disturbance proceeds from 

the single point O, giving rise to both ordinary and extra- 
ordinary waves, at the end of a given time these will have 
reached the two sur&ces of the sphere and spheroid; and 
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the least of the velocities of the extraordinary waves is 
equal to the common velocity with which the ordinary waves 
travel. 

The most exact method of showing that the ordinary wave- 
surface is a sphere, and the ordinary ray refracted according 
to the ordinary law of refraction, is the fbllowiog : Several 
plates of spar cut in various manners from the crystal are all 
cemented together, and a prism is made with its refiactiDg 
edge at right angles to all the faces of the plates. I^ now, 
this is used on a spectrometer, each plate will form two images. 
But one set of images, namely, the ordinary images, will be all 
quite in coincidence in a vertical line, as if the prism was 
made out of a single piece. 

The construction for the extraordinary refracted ray, and 
the form of the extraordinary wave-surface on which it depends, 
may be verified by observations of the incident and refracted 
rays in various cases. 

First, suppose we take the surfece of the crystal parallel 
to t^e axis, and the plane of incidence normal to the axis, and 
investigate the positions of the refracted extraordinary rays 
in this case. This may be ddne by cutting a prism with its 
refracting edge parallel to the axis, and using it on a spec- 
trometer. The extraordinary as well as the ordinary image 
of the sli^ will be found to follow the ordinary law in this 
case. Thus we have a constant index of refraction for this 
case, showing that thcvelocity of i)ropagation of disturbances 
normally to the axis is the same in all directions. Or the 
wave-surface is a surface of revolution about the axis. 

The constant index of refraction for extraordinary refracted 
rays at right angles to the axis is called the extraordinary index 
of refraction of the crystal. But it must be remembered that 
it only applies to these cases ; and the extraordinary ray has, 
as a rule, no definite index of 
I refraction. The- ordinary and 
extraordinary indices may be 
denoted by ^ and ^ 

Next we must find by ex- 
periment what is the form of 
the section of the wave-surface: 
by a plane parallel to the axis 
Fia .Bj. (that is, by a jJane of prin- 

cipal section). Let us sup- 
pose that this section is an ellipse, A D A', and that the 
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it at A and A'. Then if P M M' is drawn at right angles to 
A O A', the Ungents at M, M' cut A A' at the same pmnt, B. 
Thus OM, OM' are ordinaiy and extraoidinaiy rays corre- 
sponding to the same incident ray. And if r, / are the angles 
of refraction of these rays — 

tm r _ PM^ _ OD _ ,1, 
tan ^' ~ PM ~ OC ~ k" 
To verify this law, Malus experimented as follows : A piece 
of spar, EFG, cut with (aces parallel to the axis, and of 







considerable thickness, is set cm a table with these faces 
horizontaL H L is a telescope turning over a divided circle, 
and moving in a plane parallel to the axis of the spar. A 
scale is placed under the spar, parallel to its a^s. 'nien, on 
looking through H L, two images of the scale are seen, and 
the images of two divisions, at £ and F, are seen to coincide, 
being both seen along G H L, these being the ordinary image 
of one point and the extraordinary of the other. Now, if ^ is 
the thickness of the plate — 

FE , 

— = tan r - tan ^. 
e 

Also, since the angle between G H L and the normal to 
the plate is known, tan r is known. Thus tan / is found, and 

so the ratio ■ j . This is found to be equal to — . 

These experiments show completely that, within the limits 
of the enors made in them, the extraordinary wave-surface 
has the fonn assigned by Huyghens, namely, that of ao-Oblate 
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spheroid touchiag the ordinary wave-suriace at the extremities 
of its axis of revolution. 

Mr. Glazebrook has made a series of observations on the 
extraordinary ray in Iceland spar, and concludes that the 
construction given by Huyghens for the wave-surface repre- 
sents its true form within about i in 30,000. 

Consider next how the extraordinary refracted ray may be 
found by the help of this wave-surface. Suppose a piece of 



Iceland spar to have a plane surface cut in any manner. Let 
this surface be at right angles to the plane of the paper, and 
A C its trace on the paper. Suppose a parallel beam to fall 
on it along D A, E B C ; so that A fi is a wave-front in this 
beam. When a point, A, of this wave-front reaches the surface 
of the crystal, a disturbance starts out into the crystal, and if 
we consider now only such disturbances as would produce the 
extraordinary lay, at the end of a given time it would have 
reached the surface of a spheroid with A as centre. As the 
various points of the wave-front A B reach the surface of the 
crystal, such spheroidal disturbances start out. .And when 
the point B of the wave-front has reached the face of the 
crystal at C, the disturbances starting from the various points 
of the face between A and C would, if acting separately, have 
reached the surfaces of spheroids, all similar and similarly 
situated, but of sizes gradually diminishing from A to C. Now, 
a plane through C normal to the paper, its trace being C F, 
will touch all these ellipsoids, and this is the wave-ftont 
refracted into the crystal. The refracted ray is A F, F being 
the point where the plane C F touches the spheroid with 
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centre A; foi it is the disturbance which comes from the 
poiDt A that produces the disturbance at F in the wave- 
front C F. 

It should be noticed that the point F is not necessarily in 
the plane containing D A and the normal to the refractiiig 
surface, that is, the plane of incidence. It will only be so if 
the axis of the crystal is in this plane. Thus, as a rule, the 
refracted extraordinary ray is not in the plane of incidence. 

Hnyghens'B Constmotion. — Huyghens has given the 
following construction, which is very useful in some cases, for 
detennining the position of the ray refracted firom one medium 
into another : In Fig. 191, p. 263, let A C represent the trace of 
the bounding surface of two media. Let AP denote the direction 
of the ray in the upper surface incident at A. With centre A 
describe the two wave-surfaces for the two media coiresponding 
to any interval of time. Let the two curves in the figure 
denote these. At the point F, where the direction through A of 
the ray in the upper medium meets the wave-surface for that 
medium, draw the tangent plane to this surface, cutting the 
plane of separation of the media in a line through C. This 
plane will give the position of the wave-front in the first 
medium for light travelling in the direction A P. Hence the 
disturbances will all start out simultaneously into the lower 
medium from the points in the line where this plane meets the 
plane of separation; and therefore the corresponding plane 
wave-front in the lower medium is a plane through this line. 

Again, if the wave-front in the first medium, parallel to P C, 
has at any instant just reached A, the time that it takes to 
reach C is the same as the time that the disturbance taJces to 
travel the distance A P (and in the direction A P) in the first 
medium. And this Is the same as the time that it takes to 
travel from A to the second wave-surface in the second medium. 
Hence when the disturbance is starting out from C, it has also 
just reached the second wave-surface. Thus the tangent plane 
to this wave-surface, from the line of intersection of the first 
wave-front and the plane of separation, is the second wave- 
front And if Q is the point of contact of the second wave- 
front with the second wave-surface, A Q is the ray in the 
second medium. 

If either of the media is doubly refracting, there will be 
two sheets of the wave-surface for it ; and this construction 
will give, in general, two refracted wave-fronts and two re- 
fracted rays. 

Let us return now to the polarization of the two beams 
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of light into which a given one is split up by passing it through 
a rluimb of spar. These two beams we may now call the 
oidinaiy and the estiaordinaiy beam. As a rule, each of 
these, t^ passing through a second rhomb, will give rise to 
two beams. If the second rhomb, has its principal plane 
parallel to that of the fiist, the ordJnaiy beam gives only an 
ordinary ; and on rotating ttie second rhomb an extraordinaiy 
beam begins to appear, and the ordinary to fade away ; and 
when the principal planes are at right angles, die ordinaty 
beam gives only an extraordinary. If we dmilarly examine 
the extraordinary beam with the second ihomh, we shall find 
that it gives only an ordinary when the principal planes are at 
right angles, and only an extraoidinaiy when they are parallel, 
and both in interme<Uate positions. The two b^ms are seen, 
on examining them with the second rhomb, to be exactly alike, 
only that each is like the other turned about the direction of 
its pnT>pagation through a right angle. The ordinary beam is 
said to be polarized in the principal plane of the crystal in 
irtiich it lies, or to have this for its pbjie of polarization ; the 
extraordinary beam is polarized in a plane at right angles to 
the principal plane. 

If a plane polarized beam of hght is produced in any 
manner, we may say that its plane of polarization is the principal 
I^ane of a rhomb of spar in whidi lies the ordinary b^im 
produced by the rhomb which exactly coincides both in 
direction and in polarization with the given beam. But, at 
the same time, as plane polarized light may be produced by 
other methods, other practical definitions may be given of 
plane of polarization. 

On account of the optical properties of the crystallographic 
axis of the spar, it is also called its optio axis. 

A beam of light may traverse the crystal in such a mamier 
that both ordinary and extraordinary coincide in direction 
with the axis. In this case there is no bifurcation of the beam, 
and it emerges as ordinary light 

There are many other crystals producing effects on light 
similar to those of Iceland spar ; that is, dividing a beam by 
refraction into an ordinary and an extraordinary polarized 
beam. These are divided into two classes, according as the 
ordinary or the extraordinary index is the greater. 

Crystals in which ^, is less than />. are called negative, 
or repoUlTe. 

Crystals in which p., is greater than /i. are called podttve, 
oi attractive. 
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Those in the first class ate called repulsive becaute the 
extraordinary seems to be repelled by the optic axis ; similarly 
for the name attractive. ' ■ : 

Iceland spar and quartz are typM of negative and positive 
crystals respectively. The two indices of reftaction for spar 
and qua^z for so(£um hght, as detennined by Rudberg, are 
given as follows : — 

Spat. Quart!. 

Ordinary 1-65850 ... 1-54418 

Extraordinary ... i"48635 ... 1 55338 

It is frequently required to have a single beam of plane 
polarized light We have seen how a rhomb of Iceland spar 
may be used to produce two beams polarized in planes at 
right angles to each other. If when a single beam is required 
we use a ihomb and stop off one of the beams by means of 
an opaque screen, in order to have a pretty large beam a very 
large rhomb would be required. This would be both ex- 
pensive to procure and inconvenient to use. One of the best 
devices for getting a beam of plane polarized light is Nicol's 
prism (commonly called a Nicol^. 

Niool's Frlsm. — To make the prism, a rhomb of Iceland 
spar is taken with Its &ces those formed by natural cleavage. 
The rhomb should have two end faces, each having equal 
sides, and the other four edges longer than these. The plane 
through the two of these four which are blunt edges, and which 
is consequently at right angles to the end faces, is a principal 
plane of the rhomb. The rhomb is cut in two by a plane per- 
pendicular to this principal plane, and at an angle of about 32° 
with the blunt edges. The faces thus formed are polished and 
cemented together again with Canada balsam, a material having 
a refractive index intermediate between the ordinary and ex- 
traordinary indices of the spar. The end faces are then cut 
down to form laces still at right angles to the principal plane, 
and about at tight angles to the plane of section, 

ThefoUowinggeometricalconstructton, based on Huyghens's 
construction fbr refracted rays, and taken from Jamin's " Cours 
de Physique," explains the action of the Nicol's prism. 

Let ABDC represent the plane through the two blont 
edges, A D the trace on the paper of the plane of section, 
A X the axis of the rhomb. Suppose the incident rays to be 
in the principal plane ABDC Then they will remain in 
this plane. With centre A describe the wave-surfaces for the 
crystal, Canada balsam, and air. The traces of these on 
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the paper will be three circles and an ellipse. Let the circles 
meet A D in the points E, F, G. The circle through F must 
cut the ellipse, because the index of the balsam lies between 




the ordinary and extraordinary indices of the spar. Consider 
an extraordinary ray in A C D. To find its direction on entering 
the balsam, fi-om A draw a radius vector to the ellipse parallel 
to it : from the extremity of this draw a tangent to the ellipse ; 
and from the point where this meets A D draw a tangent to 
the circle through F. The straight line joining A to the point 
of contact gives the direction of the ray in the balsam. But 
if no tangent can be drawn to the circle through F, there is no 
refraction into the balsam, but the ray is totally reflected at its 
surface. Thus if F H is drawn to touch the ellipse, A H is 
the limiting extraordinary ray that is refracted into the balsam ; 
all extraordinary rays between A H and A D will be totally 
reflected. In the same way, if F K is drawn to touch the circle 
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through E, all ordinary rays between A K and A D will be 
totally reflected at the surface of the balsam. 

We must next consider the paths of the rays before they 
entered ACD. LetFHandFK produced meet C A in L 
and M. Drav L N, M O tangents to the circle through G. 
Then AN, A O are the directions of the limiting extraordinary 
and ordinary rays in air. Rays of natural light incident on 
the fece A C, in the principal plane, in any directions inter- 
mediate between A N and A 0, will give rise to extraordinary 
rays that will pass through the balsam, and therefore through 
the whole prism; but the ordinary rays produced will be 
totally reflected at the surface of the balsam, 

Foacaolt's Prism differs from Nicol's in having a layer 
of ail between the two halves instead of the balsam. With 
this arrangement the action is in principle the same. The 
prism is shorter and less expensive than Nicol's. But the 
advantage of Nicol's is that the beam which it transmits is 
brighter, because the index of the balsam is nearly the same 
as that of any extraordinary ray entering it, so that little light 
is lost by reflexion. 

It should be carefiilly remembered that in these prisms it 
is the extraordinary beam that is let through, and therefore 
the light obtained is polarized at right angles to the principal 
plane, that is, in the plane containing the two long acute edges 
of the prism. This is the polarizing plane of the prism. 

The prism may be used to obtain from a beam of natural 
light a beam of plane polarized light, and then it is 2. polarizer. 
Or it may be used to examine the polarization of a beam. If 
3 beam examined by the prism is totally plane polarized, then 
on rotating the prism round a line parallel to its long edges 
the emergent beam is greatest when the plane of polarization 
of the original beam coincides with the polarizing plane of the 
prism, and gradually diminishes in intensity and becomes 
extinguished when these two planes are at right angles. Thus 
the plane of polarization of the beam can be found. Or if 
the beam is partially polarized in some plane, that is, if it 
consists partly of plane polarized light and partly of natural 
light, by rotating the prism and noting the positions of 
maximum and minimum intensity of the emergent beam, the 
plane, of polarization can be found. The prism is then an 
analyxer. 

Polarisation by Toannallne. — The crystal tourmaline 
is doubly refracting, producing an ordinary and an extra- 
ordinary beam. But it absorbs these two beams very differently, 

C;oo;;lc 
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Even about i millimetre thickness of it allows practically none 
of the ordinary ray to pass. So that when a beam of natural 
light &Us cm a plate of tourmaline cut parallel to the axis, a 
b^m of plane polarized light is obtained. This affords a 
very ready means of obtaining plane polarized Hght. Tounna- 
line produces some absorption of the extraordmary beam as 
well ; so that with an in<Adent beam of moderate intensity 
only a faint polariied 
beam is obtained. It is 
thus necessary to use 
with it a strong source 
of light 

Koohon's FriBm. — 
It is sometimes useful to 
be able to divide a beun 
of light into two in dif- 
ferent directions, kk to 
P,^ ,gj_ form two images of an 

object Rochon's double- 
image prism is a means of doing this. ABC, A B D are two 
prisms of quartz oi Iceland spar, with refracting angles atAand 
B equal. In A C B the axis is at right angles to the face A C. 
and in A B D the axis is parallel to the edges (perpendicular 
to the plane of the figure). Let us suppose the prism made 
of quartz, in which the refractive index for an extraordinary 
ray is greater than the ordinary index. If a ray &lls on the 
face A C normally at C, it goes along F Q without deviation and 
without division. At Q, however, on entering the prism A B D, 
it is doubly refracted. The ordinary ray goes along QRS 
without deviation. The extraordinary ray is bent towards the 
normal to the inter-£ice A B ^t Q, since its velocity in A B D is 
less than in A B C, or its index of refraction from A B C to A B D 
is greater than unity. Again, this ray is bent away from the 
normal on emerging at the face B D, so that its path is P Q T U. 
Thus the ray of natural light falling normally on the face A C 
is broken up into two polarized rays, having a definite angle 
between them. 

WoUaston's Prism differs from Rochon's in having the 
first prism, ABC, cut with its axis parallel to AC Inthis 
case both rays are deviated by equal amounts and in opposite 
senses ; and the angular separation obtained is double that in 
the last case. 

Rochon's prism is used with a telescope to determbe the 
angle subtended by two distant points, as, for instancy to find 



the angular diameter of a heavenly body. If O is the object- 
glass of the telescope, and F its principal focus, the prism is 
placed in a poution, P, so as to fonn two contiguous images, 



FA, AB, of the distant body. The highest point of the 
undeviated image and the lowest of the deviated image 
coincide at A. Now, let OF =f, PF = /. Let S be the 
deviation, A P F, produced by the prism, and let the required 
angle, which is equal to A F, be ft ITien— 
AF =/tantf =/tan& 
.■.un«=^ 
A scale may be fixed to the telescope for determining/; 
and the quantity —^ may be found by making an observation 

on a body for whidi the value of 9 is known (as on a body of 
known height at a known distance), and observing the corre- 



which is the constant of the arrangement, by simply reading off 
p in any case, and multiplying by this constant, we find the 
value of tan 6, that is, practica^y, the value of ft 

Xztterferenoe of Polarised L^t. — ^Thiswas investigated 
by Fresnel and Araga They found that two beams of l^bt, 
coming originally from the same source, if plane polarized in 
parallel planes, will interfere, but if in planes at right angles 
to each other, they will not interfere. These results were 
found to be the same, whether the two beams were both 
ordinary or both extraordinary beams from Iceland spar, or 
whether one was ordinary and the other extraordinary. 

These results are what would be expected from conclusions 
already drawn with regard to the nature of light, and polarized 
light in particular. The phenomenon of interference with 
natiual light indicates that light consists of vibrations, but 
shows us nothing about the direction of the vibration ; they 
might even be longitudinal, like sound-vibrations, as far as 
this phenomenon goes. But the experiments on polariied 
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light made with rhombs of spar show that such light possesses 
different properties with regard to two planes through its line 
of propagatioa and at right angles to each other. Hence we 
infer that in this case the vibrations are in some definite 
direction at right angles to the line of propagation ; and that 
for light in general the vihrations are at right angles to the 
line of propagation. The experiments on interference of 
polarized light may be regarded as confirming these views, 
and showing that there is no longitudinal vibration or com- 
ponent of vibration concerned in the propagation of l^ht, for 
in that case interference could be obtained between two beams 
from the same source polarized in planes at right angles to 
each other. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

FRESNEL'S THEORY OF DOUBLE REFRACTION. 

When a beam of natural light is broken up into two beams 
plane polarized in planes at right angles, as by a rhomb of 
Iceland spar, the intensity of each of these beams is half that 
of the given one. We must suppose that the displacement in 
the direction of vibration of an ether particle in a polarized 
beam la the resolute in that direction of the displacement it 
would have received if the original beam had gone on un- 
changed through the path of the polarized one. Thus two 
corresponding particles in the polarized beams have for dis- 
placements the rectangular components of a displacement in 
the original beam. And the vibrations in the polarized beams 
compound into the vibrations in the original beam. Now, the 
vibrations in a beam of natural light are equally in all directions 
across the line of propagation. Thus the mean amplitude of 
vibrations is the same in each polarized beam ; the energy of 
the vibrations is equally divided between them, and each is of 
half the intensity of the original beam. 

Suppose a plane polarized beam to be broken up into two 
others polarized in planes making angles a and 90° ~ a with 
the plaJie of polarization of the original beam. Then the 
direction of vibration in the first makes angles a and 90° -a 
with those in the other two. And we can resolve a displace- 
ment in the given beam into two in the resultant beams. If 
O A denotes the amplitude of vibration in the given beam, and 
Ox, Oy are the directions of vibration in the resulting beams. 
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M and N, the resolutes of O A, denote the amplitudes in 
these beams. 

OM = OA cos o ; ON = OA sin a. 
Now, the intensity of a plane polarized beam is pro- 
portional to the square of the amplitude, for the energy of 
vibration Is proportional ' 
to the square of the am- 
plitude. Thus if the in- 
tensity of the given beam 
is I, die intensities of the 
other two are I cos* a and 

1 sin* a. 

These results may be 
verified by reference to 
the beams into which a 
plane polarized beam is 
broken up by a rhomb of spar. These two beams would be 
found to have intensities equal to I cos' a and I sin' a, except 
so far as some light is lost by reflexion on entering and 
emerging from the spar. 

The theory which is usually accepted as accounting for 
the action of crystals on light, in dividing a beam, and in 
producing polarization, is that of FresneL Of this theory 
we shall now give some account. 

In the case of empty space, or any ordinary transparent 
medium, such as glass, if an ether particle be displaced from its 
posidon of rest in any direction whatever, the force tending to 
restore it to its old position is directed towards this position, 
and is the same for a given displacement, no matter what the 
direction of the displacement. Such a medium has no proper- 
ties depending on direction ; at a given point its properties are 
the same in all directions. It is called an iBotropic medium. 
A substance which has properties depending on direction is 
called anisotropic. For instance, a substance of lanellar 
structure, such as mica, is anisotropic, so is any substance 
which allows heat or electricity to pass through it more readily 
in some directions than in others. This state of things in a 
body must be carefully distinguished from heterogenei^. A 
substance is homogeneous if it possesses the same properties 
at all points, and heterogeneous if its properties vary from point 
to point. A substance is anisotropic if its properties at a 
given point vary with the direction chosen through that point 
A substance may be homogeneous and at the same time 

Google 
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anisotropic, as a cTystalUoe body would be if of perfectly regular 
structure. Any element of the body would be exactly like 
any oAer element ; but in any element the properties would 
depend on the direction, for instance, the crystal could any- 
where be more easily broken across certain definite directions 
than across others. 

A crystal of trausparent substance is a body possessing 
properties that render it optically anisotropic, as a rule. It 
behaves towards light difTerently in different directions. For 
instance, the refractive indes of a crystal is generally not con- 
stant, but depends on the direction of the ray of light traversing 
it Thus the velocity of light through a crystal is different for 
different directions. The simplest method of explaining this 
peculiarity, in accordance with the wave theory of light, is by 
supposing that when an ether particle is displaced in a crystal 
the force called into play depends upon the direction of the 
displacement, unlike what happens in the case of glass or such 
a medium. 

The difference between tKe two cases may be illustrated 
by reference to a mechanical analogy. Imagine a stiff metal 
rod with one end clamped in a vice, so that by springing the 
other end it may be made to vibrate. Now, suppose, first, 
that the rod is of circular section, so that, however the free end 
is displaced, the force called into play is towards the old 
position and proportional to the displacement. If, then, the 
rod is displaced in any manner and left to vibrate, it will 
perform vibrations whose period is independent of the direc- 
tion and of the extent of the displacement These vibrations 
of the free end would be along a straight line through the 
equilibrium or mean position. This ead may, however, have 
a motion impressed upon it so that it does not move along 
such a straight line. Being then under the action of a force 
which is always directed to the mean position and proportional 
to the displacement from this position, it follows from the 
principles of mechanics that it will continually describe an 
ellipse about this position as centre. This is, in general, the 
way in which a particle will move when under the action 
of a restoring force proportional to its displacement, and 
directed towards its equilibrium position. When the path is 
a straight line, we may regard this as a particular case of the 
ellipse, one of the axes vanishing. 

This represents the vibrations of an ether particle in an 
isotropic medium. The particle vibrates in an ellipse^ The 
path is continually changing, but a large number of vibrations 
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take place before there is appreciable change in it, as the 
experimenta of Fizeau and Foucault and others who have 
counted interference bands, have shown. Thus in an isotropic 
medium, vibration of an ether particle in any given elliptical 
path can be maintained. 

Next let us suppose that the vibrating metal rod is flatter 
one way than the other, say that it is of rectangular section, 
the sides of the section being a and b, a being longer than b. 
Then if the rod be displaced in the direction of either a or 
b, and let go, it will perform vibrations along a straight line 
through its mean position ; but the periods of the vibrations 
will be different in the two cases, for the restoring force for 
a given displacement will be greater when the displacement 
is in the direction of a than when it is in the direction of 6. 
For a displacement in any other direction, the restoring force 
will not be in the direction of the displacement, but will more 
nearly coincide with a. An elliptic vibration cannot in this 
case be maintained. The only simple vibration which can 
be maintained is a rectilinear one in the direction of either 
aoT b. 

This represents what takes place when light travels through 
a crystal. In general, when an ether particle is dispbced in 
a given plane wave-front, there are only two directions ot 
displacement producing restoring forces tending to the mean 
position ; and these two directions in the given wave-front are 
at right angles to each others Thus for a plane wave-&ont 
travelling through the crystal, and normal to a given direction, 
the only states of vibration of the ether particles arc along 
straight lines parallel to one or other of two directions in 
the wave-front, and at right angles to each other. These 
are called the Blngnlar directions in the wave-front. How- 
ever, even in the case of a displacement in one of these 
directions, the resulting force does not, as a rule, tend to 
the equihhrium position, but will be such that its component 
in the wave-front does so, and it will have another com- 
ponent along the normal to the wave-front This latter 
component can have no effect on the propagation of disturb- 
ances through the ether, because the ether is regarded as 
being incompressible ; and if forces acting normally to the 
wave-front can transmit disturbances, these must be longi- 
tudinal, as in the case of sound-waves, and must consist of 
ccHnpressions and dilatations of the medium. Thus the 
directions of vibration for a given wave-front in the crystal 
are such that the force called into play by a displacement 
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taking place along either of them is in the plane containbg 
that displacement and the normal to the wave-front Let us 
denote by O A B the 
plane of the wave- 
front, O A and OB 
being the directions 
in it in which vibra- 
tions can be main- 
tained. Let ON be 
normal to the wave- 
front Suppose that 
M "a displacement along 

O A produces a force 
represented by P ; 
PO must be in the 
plane AON. Resolve 
Fn: T90. PO into its compo- 

nents QO and RO, 
along OA and ON. QO is the force which is effective in 
propagating the disturbances in the direction O A. 

Thus a beam of light travelling through a crystal will, 
in general, have this peculiarity distinguishing it from ordinary 
light, that the vibrations in the wave-front are always along 
straight lines parallel to a definite direction. And if an 
ordinary beam of light falls on the crystal, it will, on entering 
it, be divided into two beams, such that the vibrations in the 
wave-front of either are parallel to one of the singular direc- 
tions in that wave-front. Such a beam of light is called .a 
plane polarized beam, the vibrations being all parallel to a 
plane containing the normal to the wave-front What is called 
the plane of polarization of the beam, however, in accord- 
ance with Fresnel's views, is a plane through the normal to the 
wave-front, and at right angles to the direction of vibratioa 

In some crystals, such as those of cubical form, this 
breaking up of the beam is not produced, these crystals being, 
for optical purposes, isotropic. And in any crystal which 
does divide a beam, there is always one, and sometimes two, 
directions in which a beam of ordinary light may travel without 
being divided. These directions are called optic axes of the 
crystal And a crystal is called uniasal or biaxal according as 
it has one or two optic axes. 

Whenever a wave is divided by a crystal into two plane 
polarized waves, these travel through the crystal with unequal 
velocities. For the forces acting on an ether particle to 
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restore it to its equilibrium position, when it is displaced by 
a given amount from that position, are different in the two 
waves ; that is, these restoring forces have different values 
for the two directions in which the vibrations take place. In 
other words, the effective elasticities of the ether for displace- 
ments in the two directions of vibration are different Now, 
if a disturbance is transmitted through an elastic medium, 
the velocity, V, of the disturbance is connected with the 
density, d, of the medium and its elasticity, e, corresponding 
to the given sort of disturbance, by the relation — 



V^X/J 



And, the density of the ether being the same, whichever of 
the waves through the crystal we are considering, it follows that 
the velocities of the two waves are proportional to the square 
roots of the elasticities for the conesponding displacements. 

From what has been said, it will be seen that along the 
same direction, that is, with a common normal, two different 
wave-fronts can be propagated in a crystal. These will have 
different velocities, and will be such that their vibrations are 
at right angles to each other. Therefore the planes of 
polarization of the two waves, which can travel along the 
same direction, are at right angles to each other. 

Now, the direction in which a wave-front travels in a 
medium, when the incident wave-front is given, depends upon 
the velocity with which it travels ; for the refractive index of 
the medium is the ratio of the velocity of the wave in air to that 
in the medium. Hence, for the two wave-fronts into which the 
incident one is broken up, the crystal will behave as if it had 
different re firangi bill ties, and they will travel in different direc- 
tions. Such a crystal is therefore called doubly refracting. 

Instead of a wave-front of disturbances falling on a crystal, 
let us suppose that a disturbance ts created at a single point 
In the case of an isotropic homogeneous medium, this would 
travel out with equal velocities in all directions, and at the 
end of a given time would have reached all the points on 
the surface of a sphere. In the case of the anisotropic 
crystal, however, the velocities of propagation of the disturb- 
ances are different in different directions; and at the end 
of a given time the disturbance will have reached a certain 
surface. This is called the wave-surface of the crystal. 
When a wave-front is travelling through the crystal, if we 
describe the wave-surfaces for a given interval of time, i, about 
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all the points of the wave-front as centres, these will all be 
touched by a plane parallel to the given front, this plane being 
their envelope. This plane is the region which the disturb- 
ances in the given wave-front will have reached in the time /, 
or is the new position of the wave-front. Also, since a wave- 
front in the given position is capable of travelling with either 
of two velocities, it follows thsu the wave-surfaces described 
must have two plane envelopes ; thus each of them, must 
consist of two sheets. 

If we know the form of the wave-surface, we can determine 
the plane wavefronts inside a crystal into which a given 
incident one is broken up. Suppose the wave-front A B in 




air incident on the plane face A C of a crystal Draw the 
wave-surface with centre A, corresponding to the time taken 
by the disturbance at B to reach C. At the time when the 
wave has reached C, the disturbances from the various points 
along A C will have reached wave-surfaces enveloped by two 
planes, C P and C Q. These planes, then, are the two wave- 
fironts into which the given one has been broken up. Draw 
A N normal to the plane C P. A N is the direction in which 
the wave C P traveb. 

The direction of the ray, however, which passes through 
A is not AN, but AP, the straight line drawn from A to 
the point at which the plane C P meets the wave-surface 
having A as centre ; for of the disturbances in the wave-front 
C P, that at P, a point on the wave-suifece with A as centre, 
is created by the disturbance at A. If a screen be placed 
on the surfece of the crystal, havmg a sraaU aper^me at A, 
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so as to admit only a very limited i>art of the wave into the 
crystal, the light admitted would travel along A P. Thus 
the ray D A undergoes double tefractJon, giving rise to the 
two rays A P and A Q. 

Let lis considei next the form of the wave-surface found by 
Frcsnel for doubly refracting crystals in general. To do this 
we must first consider another surface relating to the crystal, 
namely, the ellipsoid of elasticity. 

In a crystal, in general, if an ether particle is displaced, the 
restoring force is not along the line of displacement. But 
there are three directions mutually at right angles, such that 
for displacements along them the restoring forces are along 
them. These are called the crystallographic axes of the 
crystal. For a unit displacement along these three, suppose 
the restoring forces are A, B, C. These quantities arc in 
general all different In an isotropic medium they are all 
equal, and then unit displacement in any direction produces 
the same restoring force, which acts along that direction. 
For a uniaxal crystal two of these three quantities are equal, 
say B = C. Then unit displacement along any direction in 
the plane of the two directions corresponding to B and C 
produces the same restoring force, which acts along the direc- 
tion of the displacement In this case the crystal has only 
one crystallographic axis. Consider the most general case, 
where A, B, C are all unequal. Now, we must remember that 
the force produced by any displacement is the resultant of the 
forces produced by the components of that displacement ; and 
that the force produced is proportional to the displacement 
Imagine, then, a unit displacement whose components along 
the three axes are f, i;, C The restoring forces parallel to the 
axes are — 

A^, B,7, 

Now, the cosine of the angle between the first axis and the 
displacement is £. Hence, resolving these forces along the 
line of the displacement, the restoring force along this line is — 
Af + Rj= + Cf. 

Now, suppose from a point O we draw three straight lines 
parallel to the axes of the crystal, and lay off along them 
lengths whose squares are inversely proportional to A, B, C, 
and construct an ellipsoid with O as centre and these lengths 
as semi-axes. The equation of the ellipsoid will be — 

Ajc' + B/ -I- Ci' = K ; 
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and the above expression for the restoring force along the line 
of displacement will be inversely proportional to the square of 
the radius vector of the ellipsoid in the direction of the dis- 
placement. 

The ellipsoid thus constructed is called the ellipsoid of 
elasticity of the crystal ; and it has the property that a dis- 
placement of an ether particle by a given amount in any 
direction produces a force whose resolute in thsU direction is 
inversely proportional to the square of the corresponding 
radius vector. 

That is, if r is the radius vector, the effective elasticity for 
wave-propagation is proportional to -^. Or, since the velocity 

of propagation of a wave is proportional to the square root of 
the elasticity, if a plane wave has its vibrations in the direction 
of r, the velocity with which it travels normally to the wave- 
front is proportional to ~. This is a most important property 

of the elasticity ellipsoid. 

Now, imagine a plane wave-front whose normal is ON, 
Let this wave-front cut the ellipsoid with as centre in the 
elfipseABC, Suppose the vibra- 
tions in the wave-front are along 
AC, so that OA is r. Then 
for this wave to be permanently 
propagated, the force produced 
by the displacement must be in 
the plane AON. Now, by the 
geometry of the elhpsoid, this 
force, whose components are 
Af, B)), CC is in a plane normal 
to D B, the diameter of A B C D 
* conjugate to O A. Thus the 
diameters AC, BD must be at 
right angles, or they are the axes 
' "■■ '*"" of the ellipse A B C D. Hence, 

with tlie given wave-front, there can only be vibrations along 
O A or OB, the axes of the section by it of the elasticity 
ellipsoid. And the velocities with which the corresponding 
waves travel are inversely proportional to O A and to O B. 

This shows that in a given direction two plane polarized 
beams can be propagated ; their planes of polarization being 
at right angles to each other, and their velocities different 
Now, if we take two points, P, Q, on O N, and draw planes 
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through them at right angles to O N and inversely proportional 
to O A, O B, they will be the positions at a certain instant of 
the two wave-fronts which can travel along N ; consequently 
they will touch the wave-surface with centre for that instant; 
that is, the surface which would be reached at that instant by 
a disturbance starting from 0. Hence this surface is found 
by drawing all the sections of the elasticity ellipsoid, laying off 
on their normals through O distances inversely proportional 
to their axes, and drawing planes at these distances from the 
sections. The surface is touched by all these planes, or is the 
envelope of them. 

The surface is symmetrical about the three rectangular 
planes containing the axes of the crystal two and two, The 




figure represents the sections of one-eighth of it by these 
three planes. It consists of two sheets, an inner and an 
outer one ; these meet at four points, such as the one, X, which 
is shown. 

There are two directions in the crystal for each of which 
there is only one velocity for the wave-front, and the vibrations 
may have any direction in either of these wave-fronts. For 
there are two sections through the centre of the elasticity 
ellipsoid which are circles. And any two rectangular diameters 
of one of these may be taken as axes. Hence a plane wave 
parallel to one of these circles with vibrations in any direction 
may be propagated. Also, since all diameters of the circle 
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are equal, the velocities of propagation of all such waves, 
whatever be the direction of vibration, will be the same. 

The directions of propagabon of these two waves, or the 
normals to the circular sections of the elasticity ellipsoid, are 
called the optio azea of the crystal, or the axes of stagle- 
wave velocity. 

It is clear that only one plane DOrma.1 to an optic axis can 
be drawn to touch the wave-surface oa one side of the centre. 
The trace of such a plane on the plane A O C is shown by 
M N. The lines O M, M' normal to this and a similar 
plane are the optic axes. 

We have seen that the ray corresponding to a given wave- 
front is found by joining the centre of the wave-surface to the 
point at which this is touched by the wave-front, and it must 
not be confused with the normal to the wave-front, or direction 
in which the wave-front is travelling. Now, a straight line 
through O will, in general, cut the surface in two points. 
Thus along the same direction two rays can be propagated 
with two different velocities. They correspond to two different 
wave-fronts, namely, the tangent planes at the points in which 
they meet the surface. And the vibrations in them are in two 
different directions, that is, they are polarized in different planes. 

But a straight line drawn from O to X will only meet the 
surface in one point, X. And a ray along this line can only 
have one velocity. Corresponding to this ray we can have an 
infinite number of wave-fronts. For at the point X, where the 
two sheets meet, the surface has the form of a double hollow 
cone, a depression in the outer sheet meeting a protuberance 
in the inner at this point. An infinite number of planes can 
be drawn to touch the surface at X, just as an infinite number 
of planes can be drawn all touching a double cone and passing 
through its vertex. 

Now, any of these planes touching the surface at X can be 
taken as wave-front, and will lead to the ray OX, OX pro- 
duced backward passes through another point of the surface 
like X, and there is another such line, O X', passing through 
two points like X, The lines OX, OX' are called the axes 
of sitigle-ray velocity. They must be carefully distinguished 
from the optic axes, or axes of single-wave velocity, 
although they are generally very close to these. The ray of 
light along O X may be polarized in a variety of different 
planes. For the plane of polarization will depend upon the 
position of the corresponding wave-front, and we see that this 
may have an infinite number of positions. 
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There is another lemaricable property of the wave-surface, 
indicating peculiar actions of the light passing througti the 
crystal lie wave-front M N, corresponding to an optic 
axis, does not merely touch the surface in two points, but 
all round a circle. Hence corresponding to this wave-front 
there is an infinite number of rays in the crystal, namely, all 
those from O to the various points of the circle of contact of 
M N. And the disturbances reaching any point of this circle 
from O, just as those reaching any other point of the wave- 
surface, are in a definite direcCioa Thus the rays in the 
hollow cone of light O M N, corresponding to the wave-front 
M N, are polarized rays. 

These two properties of the wave-surface, namely, its pos- 
sessing a single ray corresponding to an assemblage of wave- 
fronts, and a single wave-front corresponding to an assemblage 
of rays, lead to two remarkable phenomena, which we shall 
now con«der. 

External Oonioal Befhictlon. — Suppose 00" is an 
axis of single-ray velocity in a biaxal crystal A B C D. If a 
plane polarized lay 
travels along O C in 
the crystal, there will 
be a definite wave-front 
corresponding to it, one 
of the infinite number 
of tangent-planes at X 
to the wave-surface, the 
one corresponding to 
the given ray depending 1 
on the plane in which 
the ray is polarized. To 
find the cmeigent ray 
we must take the line 
in which the wave-front 
meets the face C D of 

the crystal, and through it draw the tangent-plane to the 
spherical wave-surface for air with centre O'. Then the 
emei^ent ray is along the line joining O" to the point of contact 
Thus if we have rays along O O' polarized in all planes through 
O 0', that is, having for wave-fronts all the tangent- planes at 
X, the emergent rays will have an infinite variety of directions, 
and will form a hollow cone, O M' N'. Now, the emergent ray 
O' M' is plane polarized. If the crystal is a plate, and M O is 
parallel to C M', a ray along M O, polarized in the SMne plane 
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as the ray O' M', will give rise to the ray O O' in the crystal 
and the emergent ray O' M'. And a ray of natural light along 
M O will give rise to these and a plane polarized ray in the 
crystal in some other direction. That is, this common ray will 
be doubly refracted, one ray going along O 0'. If, then, a con- 
verging beam of light be concentrated to O, this beam including 
rays in all the directions such as O' M' formed for the emergent 
rays from O, and if a screen be placed on the other side of the 
crystal with an aperture at 0', a hollow cone of plane polarized 
rays will proceed from O'. 

Internal Conical Refraction.— Suppose that, with such 
a plate of crystal as that just used, an incident ray, L O, is 
produced, by means of apertures 
in screens A B, E F, in such a 
direction as to ^ve the refracted 
wave front which touches the 
wave surface along a circle. Then, 
if there is in L O light polarized 
ID all planes through L 0, or if 
the light IS natural light, there 
will be rays refracted from O to 
all the points of contact of this 
Fig. ■95- wave-frtmt with the wave-surface. 

That is, a hollow cone of light 
will proceed from O into the crystal, and the rays in this cone 
will be plane polarized The rays of light emerging from the 
crystal will all be parallel to LO,*thal is, they will form a 
hollow cylinder. And if they are allowed to fall on a screen, 
G H, they will produce a ring of light of sise independent of 
the distance of the screen from the crystal. 

These two phenomena, called respectively external and 
internal conical refraction, were predicted by Sir William 
Hamilton as consequences of Fresnel's theory. They were 
discovered experimentally by Dr. Lloyd in a plate of aragonite, 
cut with its faces normal to the line bisecting the acute angle 
between the optic axes, 

lathe case of external conical refraction, Lloyd found that 
the axis of the emergent cone made an angle of 15° 25' with 
the normal to the plate, and had a vertical angle of z" 59'. 
Calculation gave for these angles 15° 58' and 3° i'. 

In the case of internal conical refraction, the angle of 
incidence of the ray LOwas 15° 40', and the angle of the 
interior cone 1° 50'. Calculation gave for these angles 15° 19' 
and i" 55'. 
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It was found, too, that the rays, in emerging from the 
crystal, were plane polarized in the manner indicated by 
theory. 

These two phenomena of conical refraction have been 
considered to afford a good verification of Fresnel's theory. 
But Professor Stokes has pointed out that other theories of 
double refraction would give rise to the same form of wave- 
surface, atid lead to the same phenomena as consequences 
Thus ihey cannot decide in favour of Fresnel's particular 
theory. 

External conical refraction depends upon there being two 
directions for a ray, each corresponding to an infinite number 
of wave-fronts, namely, the axes of single-ray velocity. These 
axes are sometimes called the axes of external conical refraction. 

Internal conical refraction depends upon there being two 
directions of propagation of a wave-front, each corresponding 
to an infinite number of rays, namely, the optic axes, or axes 
of single-wave velocity. These axes are sometimes called the 
axes of internal conical refraction. 

Let O A represent the axis of a uniaxal crystaL Along the 
direction O C two waves can be propagated — one with the 
same velocity for all posi- 
tions of O C, which is said 
to be polarized in the plane 
A O C ; and another with 
velocity depending on the 
position of OC, which is said '- f os 

to be polarized in a plane at 

right angles to A O C. In one oi these waves the vibrations 
are in the plane A O C, and in the other at right angles to 
A O C ; and we have to determine in what direction are the 
vibrations for each wave. The vibrations at right angles 
to A O C are normal to the axis, and are therefore such as 
to give the same elasticity of the ether for all positions of 
O C, and the same velocity for the wave. But a displacement 
in the plane A C and normal to O C gives rise to an effective 
component of force in its direction, which depends on the 
inclination of C to the axis. Thus of the two waves 
travelling along O C, the one whose vibrations are at right 
angles to A O C travels always with the same velocity for all 
directions of O C, and that whose vibrations are in the plane 
A C has a velocity depending on the position of O C. The 
first is, then, the ordinary and the other the extraordinary 
wave But these are said to be polarized, respectively, in and 
C;oogle 
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perpendicular to the principal plane A OC. It follows that, 
according to the theory of Fresnel, we must suppose the ether- 
vibrations in a plane polarized wave to be at right an^s to the 
plane of polar i%at%OH. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



Double refraction is not the only method of producing plane 
polarized light It was discovered by Mains that light may 
be plane polarized by reflexion at the surface of glass. The 
polarization produced in this manner is in general only partial. 
With a given reflecting substance the degree of polarization 
depends upon the angle of incidence. The angle of incidence 
givii^ the most complete polarization Is called the polarizing 
angle. Brewster found that, if 1 is the polarizing angle and 
11. the index of refraction of the substance, then tui ( = ^ The 
plane in which the light is polarized is the plane of incidence 
or the plane of reflexion. This may be proved by testii^ the 
reflected beam with a rhomb of spar or a Nicol's prism. Using 
a Nicol in the path of the beam, the light has a maximum of 
intensity when the principal plane is at right angles to the 
plane of reflexion, and a minimum when the principal' plane 
coincides with the plane of reflexion. But the light admitted 
by the Nicol is polarized in a plane at right angles to the 
principal plane. Thus the reflected light is polarized in the 
plane of rcflexioa 

It appears that we may give this practical definition of the 
plane of polarization of a plane polarized beam : It is the plane 
in which a beam must be reflected so as to be polarized by 
reflexion and to coincide both in position and in polarization 
with the given beam. 

Brewster's law, tan i = ^, may be put into another form. 
For letrbe the angle of refraction corresponding to /. Then — 



But ( is also the angle of reflexion. Thus the reflected and 
refracted rays are at right angles to each other. 

Gooi^lc 
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Jamin has shown that for most transparent substances there 
is no angle of incidence which will give complete plane 
polarization of the reflected beam, as was thought by Brewster. 
It is only those substances which have a reactive index of 
about 146 that can produce complete plane polarization by 
reflexion. 

When a beam of light falls on the reflecting surface of a 
transparent medium, a portion will be refracted. This refracted 
beam is also paitially plane polarized, its plane of polarization 
being at right angles to the plane of refraction. 

Pile of FlateB. — To obtain a beam of light polarized by 
reflexion, instead of using a single reflecting surface of a 
transparent medium, a better plan is to use a number of thin 
glass plates piled together, and let a beam of natural light fall 
on them at the polarizing angle. The component vibrations 
across the plane of reflexion (that is, giving light polarized in 
the plane of reflexion) are not completely reflected at the first 
surface, so that the beam of polarized light reflected from this 
sur&ce alone is faint. But more of these vibrations will be 
reflected from the other surfaces, both front and back, of the , 
plates, and the light falls on each surface at the polarizing 
angle. Thus a bright beam of reflected light polarized in the 
plane of reflexion is obtained. 

The light refracted through the first plate is partially 
polarized in a plane at right angles to the plane of refraction. 
But on re&action through the successive plates the components 
of vibration in this flane are more and more completely cut 
out, being reflected. And thus by using several plates the 
transmitted light is more completely polarized. 

This arrangement, called a pile of plates, is a very useful 
means of obtaining a beam of plane polarized light : it is 
generally used to polarize light by reflexion. The polarization 
produced by it is almost complete even for angles of incidence 
differing considerably from the polarizing angle, 

Fresnel has given a theory of the reflexion and re&action 
of polarized light, of which we shall now give a sketch. 

Imagine a beam of light falling at an angle of inddence 
i on the surface of a transparent medium, and travelling with 
velocity v. Suppose it gives rise to a reflected beam, which 
will be reflected at an angle », and will travel with velocity v, 
and a refracted beam, refracted at an angle r, and travelling 
with velocity ^. Now, suppose that the amplitudes of the ether- 
vibrations in these three beams are equal, respectively, to 
a, b, c. We shall first find a relation between these quantities 

Coo.;k' 
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by observing that the energy of the incident beam is transferred 
to the other two beams. 

Suppose a particle to be vibrating in simple harmonic 
motion under the action of a force tending to its mean position, 
and proportional to its displacemenL The energy associated 
with the particle will be, as a rule, partly potential due to its 
displacement, and partly kinetic, due to its velocity. The 
entire energy may be estimated by finding what it is when it is 
all potential, that is, when the particle is at the extremity of its 
swing, or when it is al! kinetic, that is, when the particle is 
passing through its mean position. Now, if the p^od be 
given, the velocity in the mean position is proportional to the 
amplitude. 

In the case of light of a given quality partly reflected and 
partly refracted at a surface, the vibration-periods are every- 
where the same Thus if p, p' be the ether-densities In the 
two media, the energies per unit volume in the incident, 
reflected, and refracted beams are proportional to pt^, p^, p'^. 

But we have still to consider what volumes in the reflected 
, and refracted beams receive the energy from a given volume 
of the incident 

Let the incident, reflected, and refracted beams be repre- 
sented by C A D B, E A F B, A G B H. Let A C, A E, A G, 
be taken proportional to v, v, v'. 




All the energy in tlie space C A B D will, when the dis- 
turbances at C, D have just reached A, B, be transferred to 
the spaces A B F E, A G H B. The breadths of these spaces, 
taken normally to A C, A E, A G in the figure, are A B cos i. 
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A B cos I, A B cos r. And their breadths across the figure 
are equal. Thus, the volumes are proportional to v cos i, 
V cos (, v' cos r. And the equation of energy is — 

p/fv cos (' = (ii>h cos / + p'A' cos r, 
or — 

p(a' — l>')v cos i = p'<V COS r. 
And— 



,■. p(a^ — &') sin I cos t = p'<* sin r cos r. 
Now, Fresnel makes the assumption that the elasticities i 
the two media are the same. Thus — 



And Fresnel's energy equation is — 

(fl' — ^) sin r cos 1 = 1? sin / cos r, 
or — 

(a' - ^) tan r = (* tan ^ 

Fresnel proceeds on the further hypothesis that there is 
no slipping between the ether particles, or that the velocities 
and displacements of two contiguous ones are always practically 
the same. Consider two such particles on opposite sides of 
the surface. At any instant the component of displacement 
parallel to the surface of the particle in the first medium, due 
to the incident and reflected waves together, must be equal 
to the same component, for the particle in the second medium 
is due to the refracted wave. 

The still further assumption is necessary that at the surface 
of separation the phases of the vibrations in the three waves 
are always equal Thus the maximum displacements for the 
three sets of vibrations occur at the same instant. But the 
particle on one side of the surface undergoes displacements 
for the incident and reflected waves, and that on the other 
side undergoes a displacement for the refracted wave. Thus 
the sum of the resolutes of a and b parallel to the surface 
must be equal to that ofc. 

We shall consider the cases of an incident beam of light 
polarized (i) in, (2) perpendicular to, the plane of incidence; 
and determine the intensities, according to Fresnel's theory, 
of the reflected and refracted waves in each case. A natural 
beam of light, incident on the surface of a transparent medium, 
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raiy be considered as having vibrations compounded of these 
two plane polarized beams. 

Light polarised in Hane of Incidenoe.~The dis- 
placements a, b, c are all parallel to the plane, so that we 
have here — 

a^b = c, 
andCo*- ^tan/-=^Un /; 
.•. by division {a — It) tan r = c tan i. 



a — b = { 



y addition with the first we get— 
_ tan / + tan r 



, sin(/ + r> 
sin rcos i' 



b = c-a= "" 



U-r 



sin (j + r) 

Light polarized at Right Angles to mane of Inci- 
dence. — The resolved parts of a, b, c parallel to the surface 
are a cos i, b cos i, c cos r. Thus we get — 
(a + b') cos i = c cos r, 
and (a' - ^) tan r = (• tan * ; 
.". (a — ^) sin r = f sin ('. 
Or— 

, , COSr 
cos J 

, , sin 1 

and a — b = c - — - ; 



sin (»■ -H r) cos (i - r)' 



\ a sin f cost" 1 

1 sin(j + r)cos(i-»-)| 
sin r cos r — sin i cos / 
sin ((■ + r) cos ((' — r) 

Gooi^lc 
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_ ^ sin ()• - r) cos (i + r) 
sin (( 4- '') cos (( — /•) 

tan (/"+/■)■ 

We infer from the expression for b in this case, that if 
the incident light is polarized at right angles to the plane 
of incidence, and i + r = 90°, there is no reflected light. 
Or, if the incident light is natural, and / + r = 90°, there is 
DO component of vibration in the plane of incidence reflected ; 
or the reflected light is polarized in the plane of reflexion. 
Thus Fresnel's theory leads to Brewster's law. 

Referring to the two expressions for c, we see that that 
which refers to light polarized at right angles to the plane 
of incidence is always greater than the other. Thus there 
will always be an excess of light polarized at right angles to 
the plane of refraction in the transmitted beam arising from 
a natural incident beam. 

If light, passing through the denser of two media, is 
incident on their surface of separation at an angle greater 
than the critical angle, there is no refracted ray, all the light 
is internally reflected. The angle r is in this case imaginary. 
And the values of b, if worked out in terms of i and /i, will 
both be imaginary. Now, these values of b were found on 
the assumption that there is no difference of phase at the 
surface between the incident and reflected beams. Fresnel 
supposed that the imaginary values indicated a difference of 
phase between the vibrations at the reflecting surface in the 
incident and reflected waves. Further, the phase- differences 
introduced in the two cases, where the vibrations are across 
and in the plane of incidence, may be different from each 
other. If this is so, a plane polarized beam reflected in this 
way will not, as a rule, give rise to a plane polarized beam ; 
for it may be resolved into two, the vibrations in which are, 
respectively, in and across the plane of incidence. Thus 
the motion of a particle in the reflected beam will be com- 
pounded of two vibrations in directions at right angles to 
each other, and, in general, differing in phase j and these will 
not give rise to motion in a straight line. 

EUiptiCELlIy Fola.rizBd LlghL—This leads us to con- 
sider another manner in which light may be polarized. Suppose 
a particle to have two independent simple harmonic motions 
along two straight lines at right angles to each other, the 
periods being the same, but the phases different li x,y are 
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the distances of the particle at any instant from its mean 
position, measured parallel to the two directions, we have — 
X = awa Hit, 

^ = * sin (W + S) ; 

where £ is the given difference of phase-angle for the two 
vibrations, or — is the phase-difference, and — is the period 
of each vibration. From the equations we get — 

i = sin W cos 8 + cos !«/ sin S, 
or — 

This is the equation of an ellipse having the mean position 
of the panicle as centre. Thus this ellipse is the path described 
by the particle. 

If 8 is -, or the phase-difference is \, the ellipse has for 

equation — 



and its axes are parallel to the directions of the given com- 
ponent vibrations. 

If S is o or - or the phase-difference is o or ^, the equation 

becomes — 



Thus in each of these cases the path of the particle is a 
straight line. 

When in a beam of light all the ether particles vibrate 
■a ellipses whose axes have definite directions and a definite 
ratio, the light is said to be elllptlcally polarized. We 
shall see how such a beam may be produced in practice. If 
one of the axes of the ellipse becomes zero, the light becomes 
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plane polarized as a special case. If the axes of the ellipse 
are equal, so that the ellipse is a circle, the light is said to be 
oireilLarly polarized. 

Fresnal's Bhomb is a rhomb made of St. Gobain glass, 
which has refractive index about i '5 ; in the figure, A B C D 
denotes a section. A ray of light, L M N P, 
falling normally on the face A B, is twice 
internally reSected at M and N, and emerges 
at P. The angles of Internal incidence and 
reflection are made to be 55°. Then at \. \ 
each of the points M and N a phase- 
difference of !■ is introduced between the 
vibrations in, and at right angles to, the 
plane of incidence ; and on the whole a 
phase- difference of \ is produced, 

If the incident light is plane polarized 
in any plane, the vibrations may be con- 
sidered as compounded of two sets, in and 
at right angles to the plane of the figure. 
In the emergent ray these vibrations differ 
in phase by \, and the result is elliptically 
polarized light. If in particular the plane 
of polarization of the incident light is at 
45° to the plane L M N P, the emergent ray is circularly 
polarized. If this emei^ent lay be examined by means of a 
Nicol, it will give rise to a beam of the same intensity in all 
positions of the Nicol, and will in this respect resemble natural 
light But if it is passed through another such rhomb in the 
sume way, the circular vibration is decomposed into two, in 
and across the plane of internal incidence, having a phase- 
diflerence of \, and a further phase-difference of \ is intro- 
duced by the second rhomb; so that the ray emerges as a 
plane polarized ray, the plane of polarization making an angle 
of 45° with the plane of incidence inside the second rhomb, as 
may be shown with a Nicol, Fresnel's rhomb is then a means 
of producing, or of detecting, when used with a Nicol, circularly 
polarized light 

Suppose the plane of polarization of the light falling on the 
rhomb makes any angle (different from o", 45°, or 90°) with 
the plane of incidence in the rhomb. Let this angle be a. 
Then, according to Fresnel's theory, the direction of the vibra- 
tions makes an angle, - — a, with the plane of incidence. Let 

vibrations 
C.oogic 
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of amplitudes a sin a and a cos a in and at right angles to the 
plane of incidence in the rhomb. These, on emerging from 
the rhomb, have a phase- difference of \. Thus we get ellipti- 
cally polarized light. The axes of the ellipse are in and at 
right angles to the plane of incidence, and their ratio is tan o. 
If this hght be examined by a Nicol, it will give rise to a beam 
of varying intensity, the maximum and minimum of intensity 
being obtained with the principal plane of the Nicol in the two 
positions parallel to the axes of the ellipse. In this respect a 
beam of elliptically polarized light resembles a beam of partially 
plane polarized light, that is, a beam consisting of a mixture of 
natural light and plane polarized light, such as may be obtained 
by reflexion at the surface of glass. But if the elliptically 
polarized beam be sent through another Fresnel's rhomb, so 
that the planes of incidence in the two shall coincide, another 
phase-difference of \ between the two component vibrations 
will be introduced, and the emergent beam will be plane 
polarized. Thus with Fresnel's rhomb we can produce, or, 
with a Nicol as well, detect, elliptically polarized light. If a 
beam of light is elliptically polarized, we may find, by trial, 
positions for the rhomb and the Nicol which will entirely 
quench the beam. Then the position of the rhomb shows the 
positions of the axes of the ellipse ; and the position of the 
Nicol with reference to the rhomb gives the ratio of the axes. 
For if the axes of the ellipse are a and b, the resulting retilineat 
vibtation will make an angle, &, with the former of these, such 

that tan 5 = -. And the principal plane of the Nicol must 

be parallel to the direction of this vibration to quench the 
beam. 

Double refraction is another means that may be used for 
producing circular or elliptic polarization. Imagine a plate of 
a uniaxal doubly refracting crystal cut parallel to its axis. 
Suppose a beam of plane polarized monochromatic light to fall 
normally on this plate. A vibration is broken up into two, ia 
and across the principal plane of the crystal which is parallel 
to the beam. These two vibrations will travel through the 
plate with different velocities. If the thickness of the plate is 
n, and ^„, ^ are its refractive indices, the optical distances 
through the plate for the two vibrations are e^, and e^, ; that 
is, they will emerge, respectively, in the same phases as if they 
have traversed these distances in air. Thus the plate intro- 
duces a relative retardation between the rays of amount 
^/i,'^;t„). And there will be a phase-difference between the 
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vibrations on emergence of amount 



<<^, '^ ^i) 



Thus, i 




general, the light emerging from the plate is elliptically 
polarized. If, however, fQi, f^ /i„) is any multiple of X, the 
vibrations emerge in the same phase, and the light is stili 
plane polarized in the same plane as on incidence ; and if 

'0*. -^ ^.) = « ^ + ~ the phase-difference on cmei^ence is 

\, and the light on emergence is again plane polarized, but 

now in a different plane. For, let A denote the trace of the 

principal plane on the 

plane of the figure. The 

vilwation of amplitude 

O P resolves into the 

two ON,OM. On , 

emergence the phase of 

O M is changed by \ 

relatively lo O N. Thus 

the emergent vibrations 

are ON, O L, which 

compound into O Q, 

which is equal in magnitude to P, and such that the angles 

A O P, A Q are equal. Thus the planes of polarization on 

incidence and emergence make equal angles with the principal 

plane on opposite sides of it. 

\ie{p^f^^ = -, the phase-difference introduced is ^, and 
then we get elliptic polarization with the axes of the ellipses of 
vibration parallel and, perpendicular to the axis of the ciystaL 
The plate is then called a quarter-wave plate. Such a 
plate is of frequent use in physical optics ; it is generally 
made of mica, for which ^, is greater than /i, or which is a 
negative crystaL The necessary thickness of the mica plate 
when used with sodium light is about 0'032 mm. It may be 
used, in particular, to produce circularly polarized light by 
passing through it a beam of light polarized in a plane at 45° 
to its optic axis. 

Again, if a quarter-wave plate is interposed, normally, in 
the path of a circularly polarized beam, it will convert it into a 
plane polarized one. Or, if it be placed to receive an ellipti- 
cally polarized beam with its axis parallel to an axis of the 
ellipse, it will convert it into a plane polarized beam. Thus 
with the use of the plate and a Nicol, we can find whether light 
is elliptically polarized, and the positions and ratio of the axes 
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of the ellipse. We would first find whether a position can be 
found for the plate such that in some position of the Nicol the 
light is quenched. If this is so, the light is polarized in some 
manner ; and the position of the plate gives the positions of 
the axes of the ellipses of vibration ; plane and circular polari- 
zation being particular cases of elliptic. Next observe the 
position of the Nicol relatively to the plate, when the light is 
quenched. This gives the ratio of the axes of the ellipse as 
the tangent of the angle of inclination of principal platies of 
plate and Nicol. If the polarization is circular, of course any 
position of the plate will do ; any two rectangular directions 
normal to the beam may be regarded as the directions of the 
axes of the ellipses of vibration. 

For use with white light a quarter-wave plate is not so 
good as a Fresncl's rhomb, for the phase-difference introduced 
by the plate varies with the quality of the light. A plate 
which is a quarter-wave plate for one wave-length will not be 
so for all others; it could only be so if the difierence of 
indices, p, — /i„ were proportional to X. Fresncl's rhomb is 
better for use with white light, since it introduces nearly the 
same phase-ditference, i, for light of all wave-lengths. 

Babinet's Compensator. — A B C, B C D are two quartz 
wedges, having their angles at B and C equal and very smalL 
They are put together 
as in the figure, to form 
a plate. In both wedges 
— ^ the axes of the crystal 
are parallel to the faces 
A B, C D of the plate, 
but in A B C the axis is parallel to the plane of the figure, 
or perpendicular to the edge B ; and in BC D it is at right 
angles to the plane of the figure, or parallel to the edge G 
If a ray of light enters the compensator normally at the face 
AB, it is broken up into an ordinary and an extraordinary 
plane polarized ray in the wedge ABC. On entering the 
wedge BCD, these will become respectively the extraordi- 
nary and the ordioaiy ray, and the entire amount of relative 
retardation between the two rays will be proportional to the 
difference of the thicknesses of the two wedges through 
which they have passed. Let ^, /i, denote the ordinary and 
extraordinary indices of quartz, and suppose that the ray has 
passed through the compensator at a place where the thick- 
nesses of the wedges are e and «". By the first wedge a relative 
retardation, dj*. — /»»), is introduced of the extraordinary 
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on the ordinary ray ; and by the second a relative retarda- 
tion, — ^{y., — fnX Thus the entire relative retardation is 

Jamin has employed this apparatus for the study of 
elUptically polarized light. In his instrument the lower wedge 
is fixed, and the other can be moved by means of a micro- 
meter screw parallel to its axis. There is a fixed cross-wire 
set parallel to the axis of the fixed wedge. 

If a beam of plane polarized light &lls normally on the 
compensator, the light emerging from 0, where the thicknesses 
of the wedges are equal, will be plane polarized and in the 
same plane as at incidence, for there is no relative retardation 
between the component vibrations. Also at certain other 
points, L, M, N, P, etc, where the relative retardation is a 
multiple of X, the polarization will not be changed. At the 
points midway between these, the phase-difference of the 
vibrations will be ^, and the emergent light will be plane 
polarized, but in a plane making the same angle on one side 
of that of the figure as the plane of polarization does on the 
other. Thus there will be a series of parallel and equidistant 
straight lines across the compensator, such that the light 
emerging from them is plane polarized, the light coming from 
all the alternate ones being polarized in one plane, and that 
coming from the others in a plane inclined at za to this 
plane, where o is the angle between the plane of polarizarion 
of the incident light and the axis of the upper wedge. 

At all intermediate points a phase-difference which is not 
a multiple of f will be produced ; so that the light coming 
from such points will be elliptically polarized. 

Now, let the compensator be viewed by a Nicol set so as 
to quench the light it would receive if the compensator were 
removed A series of equidistant dark bands will be seen 
at the points where the phase-differences produced are 
o, I, 2, . . , The points between them will be of variable 
brightness ; and the greatest brightness will be obtained 
between the dark bands if the plane of polarization of the 
incident light makes an angle of 45° with the axis of each 
wedge. As the upper wedge is moved by the micrometer 
screw, the phase-difference of the vibrations proceeding from 
any point of the field is changed by an amount proportional 
to the displacement The, phase-difference introduced by a 
given displacement can be found in this way : First turn the 
micrometer screw till a dark band comes under the cross-wire. 
Then observe the amount of motion necessary to bring the 

C;oogle 
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next bond under the nire^ Dating this motion the phase- 
difference of the compoDent vibialioiis coming from the points 
under the wire has gradually changed from o to i. Let the 
displacement be d. Thus a displacement x will produce a 




to that abeady existing at die given point 

To examine a beam of eOiptically penalized light with the 
compensator, set it so as to produce no phase-difference under 
the wire, or, as we may say, in its zero position. Place it in 
the path of the beam, and observe it with a NicoL The 
different parts of the compen- 
sator introduce different amounts 
of phase-difference between the 
components of vibration passing 
through it ; and at certaui pcrints 
, the phase-difference in the ellip- 
tic vibration will be just cut out, 
and the b'ght reduced to plane 
polarized light. Thus if OA, 
O B denote the component vibra- 
tions, the compensator will reduce 
these to the rectilinear vibration C. The direction of O C 
may be found by turning the analyzing Nicol till the dark 
bands are blackest; then its principal section is at right angles 
to OC. 

To find the phase-difference between O A and O B in the 
elliptic vibration, turn the micrometer screw till the darlc band 
nearest the wire is brought under the wire. This introduces 
a phase-difference under the wire which just annuls the phase- 
difference required ; and so this is measured by the amount of 
the displacement 

Or, to find the position and ratio of the axes of the ellipse 
of vibration, we may operate as follows : if the compensator 
is set so that the axes of the wedges are parallel to the axes 
of the ellipse, the phase-difference of component vibrations on 
incidence is \. Now set the compensator so as to introduce 
a phase-difference of \ under the wire, by moving the upper 

wedge through a distance - from the zero position. Place it 

4 
in the path of the light, and turn it till, on looking at it through 
the analyzer, a dark band is seen under the wire. In this 
positioD, then, plane polarized light is produced, and the full 
phase-difference is o or -J. The phase-difference on incidence 
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is 5, and the axes of the compensator are parallel to those 
of the ellipse. Turn the analyzer till the bands are at their 
blackest ; then its principal section is at right angles to the 
rectihnear vibrations coming from the points at which black 
bands are seen. Thus if the axes of the ellipse are a and b, 
and the principal section makes an angle, 6, with the axis a, 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

colours produced by double refraction. 
Parallel Light. 
Suppose a parallel beam of monochromatic plane polarized 
light to fall normally on a plate of doubly refracting crystal, 
and to be viewed on 
emerp^ence with an analy- 
zer. To consider the effect 
produced. 

Let OP denote the 
direction of the vibrations 
in the incident beam; O X, 
O Y, the directions of the 
vibrations in the crystal ; 
and OA the direction of 
vibration in the analyzer. 
Thus if the polarizer and " p,o_ ^^^ 

analyzer are Nicols, O P 

and O A will be parallel to their principal planes. Let the 
angles X O P, X O A be denoted by o and /3. Denote the 
incident vibration by a sin ui/. This resolves into the two 
vibrations along O X, Y— 

a cos a sin u)/; a sin a sin ou*. 

On emergence from the crystal these vibrations will differ 
in phase, on account of having travelled through the crystal 
with different velocities. Let the difference of phase-angle 
be S. Then the vibrations are — 

a cos a sin tot; a sin a sin (wt + 8). 

On entering the analyzer, these give rise, in the direction 
O A, to the vibrations — 

a cos a. COS S sin «rf ; a sin o sin fi «n (aJ +.&)■ t 
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Thus the vibration along OA, which is got by simply 
adding these two, is— 

a(cos a cos ;8 + sin a sin ;8 cos S) sin u>/ + <z sin a sin j8 sin S cos <■>/. 
This may be written — 

A sin iyJ + i), 
where A'=(i'{(c03acos^+sinosin;8cosS)'f (sin asin^sinS)'}, 

sin a sin S sin 8 

and tan ( = - — ^r-, — -■ o S' 

cos a COS j3 + sm a Sin p COS fi 

The intensity of the light transmitted through the analyzer 
may be denoted by A', that is — 

<i'J(cos a cos ^ + sin a sin ;8 cos 8)' + sin' a sin'^ sin' S}, 
or — 

a*{cos'oC0B'(8 + sin*asin'j8+ 2 cos o sin a cos ^ sin ^ cos d}, 
or — 
(r'{(cosoco3j8 + sinttsin^y- 2c08ttsinacosy3sin;8(i— cosS)}, 



B* Jcos= (a - ^) - sin 20 sin 2^ sin' -f. 

For light of a given colour 8 haq a definite value, but 
varies in passing from one colour to another. Thus different 
proportions of lights of various colours pass through the 
combination. 

If the incident light is white (or any mixed light), the 
light transmitted through the analyzer may be denoted by— 

cos= (a - y9)Sa' - sin aa sin 2/32 ( d' sin' - ) . 

The first term denotes white light, supposing the incident 
light white, the intensities of the constituent colours repre- 
sented in it occurring in the same relative proportions as in 
the incident light The second term denotes these constituent 
colours occurring in different relative proportions from those 
in the incident light Hence the light transmitted through 
the analyzer will generally be coloured. 

However a and j8 be varied, the formula shows that the 
transmitted light is always composed of white light together 
with a mixture in definite relative proportions of the constituent 
colours ; or else of white light from which such a mixture 
is taken away. Hence if the polarizer, or analyzer, or both, 
be rotated, the emergent beam always has one or other of 
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two definite tints which are complementary to each other. 
The purity of the colour of the emergent light, however, that 
is, the admixture with white light, varies. 

If the analyzer be rotated from a given position throui^h 
a right angle, the formula for the emergent light is found by 

writing, instead of a, a + -, and is — 

sin= (a — j8)2a' + sin 20 sin a^5 { a' sin' - J . 

Thus the light now obtained is complementary to that In 
the former position, or, if combined with it, would produce 
white light. 

These two emergent beams may be obtained simultaneously 
by means of a double-image rhomb. On rotating the rhomb, 
the changes in the two beams are noticed ; but they are always 
complementary; and if they partly overlap, the portion com- 
mon to the two will be always white. 

If a or j9 is equal to 0° or 90°, that is, if the plane of 
polarization of polarizer or analyzer is parallel to one of the 
planes of polarization in the crystal, the second term disappears, 
and tliere is no colouring of tlie emergent beam. 



We now come to consider another method by which 
colouring may be produced with a crystalline plate, a pola- 
rizer, and an analyzer. Suppose a beam of plane polarized 
light be made to converge, by means of a convex lens, to a 




focus, and there to pass through a crystalline plate. Any ray, 
such as A 6, will be broken up into two by double refraction ; 
and the phase -difference introduced between the t^o will 
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depend, with a given plate, upoa the position of the ray A B, 
that is, upon its inclination to the normal to the plate, and 
upon the particular plane through the normal in which it lies ; 
for these data dctennine the position of the ray with reference 
to the optic axis or axes of the crystal 

The light diverging from the plate is now made to converge 
again by a lens, or system of lenses, and passed through an 
analyzer. The light issuing from the analyzer in various 
directions will show various colours according to the phase- 
differences introduced by the plate. 

The apparatus used for studying these effects may be 
designed for showing them by direct vision, the eye being 
turned towards the analyzer, and receiving rays coming from 
it along various directions, and which have passed through the 
plate at various inclinations. Or the apparatus may be made 
to show the effects by projection on a screen. Then a strong 
light must be used. The rays, passing through the plate at 
various inclinations, leave the apparatus at various inclinations, 
and meet the screen at different points. Thus to any point of 
the screen correspond rays 
that have passed through 
the plate in a definite 
manner ; and a pattern is 
produced. 

Uniaxal Crystal 
cut PerpendicTilar to 
) Axis. — Let the plane of 
the figure be one face of 
the crystal Let O P be 
the direction of the vibrations in the polarizer, and OA 
that of the vibrations in the analyzer. Let O L be the trace 
of the plane containing the normal to the plate and an 
incident ray. 

If O L coincides with O P, or is perpendicular to O P, the 
vibrations of the incident ray are in or perpendicular to the 
principal plane of the crystal containing the ray, so that it is 
not broken up on entering Hence the light emei^g from 
the analyzer gives uniform illumination in the plane containing 
the normal and O P, or the line in the figure at right angles 
to P- A cross of uniform illumination is thus produced with 
arms parallel and perpendicular to O P. 

If O L coincides with O A, or is perpendicular to O A, the 
ray is not resolved by the analyzer ; that is, the analyzer pro- 
duces no effect, and the ray goes on as it comes from the 
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plate. Thus another cross of uniform illumination is formed, 
with arms parallel and perpendicular to O A. 

If O L has any other position, the ray will be broken up 
in the crystal, and a phase-difference introduced which will 
depend simply on the inclination of the ray to the normal, 
and not on its azimuth ; that is, the position of the plane 
through the normal which contains it Wherever the phase- 
dififereuce disappears, or is a whole number, there is uniform 
illumination. This is the case for all the rays foiming a series 
of right cones round the perpendicular axis. Thus in the 
field produced by the analyzer will be seen a series of con- 
centric circles separated from each other by others of different 
illumination. The two crosses have their centres at the centre 
of these circles. 

With white light a given difference of phase is produced 
at different inclinations for the different colours. Hence a 
series of variegated circles is seen. 

These things may also be shown by means of the formula 
for the intensity of the light coming from the analyzer. 

If the angles P O L, A O L, are o and j8, and the phase- 
difference produced by the plate for any incident ray is 8, 
the intensity of light emerging from the analyzer is, as was 
proved for the case of normal incidence, proportional to — 

cos' (a — j8) — sin 2a sin a/3 sin' -- 

Thus if = 0° or 90°, or ^ = 0° or 90", we have uniform 
illumination proportional to cos* (a - ^). This shows that 
two crosses of equal uniform illumination are formed. This 
illumination will vary with the relative positions of polarizer 
and analyzer. If the planes of polarization of polarizer and 
analyzer are parallel or perpendicular, only one cross will be 
formed In the first case it will be bright ; in the second, 
black. 

A line along which the colour is uniform is called an 
isochromatU curve. With monochromatic light the isochro- 
matic curves become simply lines of uniform intensity. In 
the case we have just considered, the isochromatic curves are 
concentric circles. 

The field of isochiomaric curves is crossed by other regions, 
theoretically lines, of uniform intensity, and the colour of the 
incident light These are called brushes, or achromatic 
lines. The crosses in the case we have considered are an 
example of brushes. 

U.g.VK.yC0pglc 
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' The determination of the form of the isochromatic lines 
and the brushes is, in general, a very complicated matter. We 
shall state the forms observed in certain other cases. 

With a uniaxal crystal cut parallel to the axis, the isochro- 
matic curves are two sets of 
hyperbolas conjugate to each 
other, with one axis paxallel to 
the axis of the crystaL 

With a biaxa! crystal cut 
perpendicular to the line bi- 
secting the angle between the 
axes, the isochromatic lines 
are lemniscates having a com- 
mon pair of foci, O, C^ Each 
of the curves is such that P is any point of it the product OP. 
O'P is constant for that curve. 

The brushes are two rectangular hyperbolas passing through 
O, O', with the asymptotes of one parallel and perpendicular 
to the plane of polarization of the polarizer, and those of the 
other parallel and perpendicular to the plane of polarization 
of the analyzer. These two hyperbolas coincide if polarizer 
and analyzer are crossed ; and are in the first case of the 
intensity of the incident, light ; and in the second, black. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

ROTATION OF PLANE OF POLAKiZATION. 

Some transparent substances possess the property that when 
plane polarized light is passed through them, it emerges plane 
polarized, but in a different plane from the plane of polarization 
at incidence. These substances are said to rotate the plane 
of polarization. Such a substance is quartz. If a plate of 
quartz is cut at right angles to the axis, it rotates the plane 
of polarization of plane polarized light falling normally on it 
The effect is also produced by solutions of certain substances. 
A solution of sugar in water rotates the plane of polarization. 

The plane of polarization may be rotated in either of 
two senses. Let us consider how these are spoken of re- 
spectively. If we look along the direction in which the light 
is travelling, then if the plane of polarization is rotated clock- 
wise, it is said to be rotated to the right ; if counter-clock-wisc, 
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to the left. That is, a rotation of the plane to the right is 
a rotation in the sense in which a right-handed screw must 
be turned to make it travel with the light ; and a rotation 
to the left is one in the sense in which a left-handed screw 
must be turned to make it travel with the light. Some sub- 
stances rotate the plane to the right, and some rotate it to 
the left. 

In order to measure the amount of the rotation of the 
plane of polarization, it is necessary to have some apparatus 
which can be put in the path of light and turned into a definite 
position with reference to the plane. The thing that most 
obviously suggests itself for this purpose is a Nicol's prism. 
If this is put in the path of the light and rotated till the l^ht 
is extinguished, then its principal plane coincides with flial 
in which the incident light is polarized. If now the plane 
of polarization be rotated, the amount of rotation is the angle 
through which the Nicol must be turned from its position 
to again produce extinction of the hght. This arrangement, 
however, is greatly lacking in sensitiveness ; for it is impossible 
to tell, within several degrees, what is the position of the Nicol 
producing minimum intensity, or extinction of the light 

Other pieces of apparatus have been devised to determine 
with greater certainty the position of the plane of polarization. 
Many of these depend on the principle that it is much mote 
easy to compare two illuminated surfaces that are seen side by 
dde, and to determine when they are exactly alike, than to tell 
when a surface whose illumination varies appears darkest. 

Jellett's Prism is made as follows : A long rhomb of 
Iceland spar, A C, is taken, and its ends are cut off to form 
&ces at right angles to its long edges. It is then cut down 
by a plane through the line P Q, which makes a small angle 
with the long diagonal, A C, of the face, and parallel to the 
edges A A', etc. The surfaces thus formed are polished, one of 
the two pieces is turned end for end, and the two are cemented 
together again, as shown in the second figure. If now a beam 
of parallel %ht falls on the end of this prism normally, in 
each half it is broken up into an ordinary and an extraordinary 
beam ; the ordinary passes without deviation, and the extra- 
ordinary may, by using a narrow beam and having the prism 
pretty long, be completely separated from the ordinary. It 
IS the ordinary which is made use of. In the two halves 
of the prism the light is polarized in planes at right angles 
respectively to AO and C O. Thus the planes of polarization 
are inclined at a small angle. 
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If now the light passing through the prism be examined 
by a Nicol, the light from one half will be completely extin- 
guished when the principal plane of the Nicol is at t^ht angles 
to A O, and that from the other when it is at right angles 




to C O ; since the light which passes through the Nicol is the 
extraordinary beam in it, and is polarized at right angles to its 
principal section. As the Nicol is rotated from one of these 
positions to the other, the intensities of illumination of the 
two halves of the field vary, one increasing and the other 
decreasing; and for a position midway between these two 
the two intensities are equaL This position can be fixed with 
great accuracy, a very small angiJar displacement of the 
analyzing Nicol from it causing the two intensities to appear 
very distinctly different 

There is another position of the Nicol for which the 
intensities are equal, namely, the position at right angles to 
the first Then the intensities are both nearly at the maximum. 
It is the lirst position that should be used when both sides 
appear dark, for then the difference of illumination produced 
by a small rotation is much more readily detected. 

When the position for the prism is found which makes 
the two parts of the field appear equally dark, if a substance 
producing rotation of the pkne of polarization be introduced 
between it and the analyzmg Nicol, by turning the prism into 
the position in which the two parts again appear equaUy dark, 
the angle through which the plane of polarization is rotated 
may be found, 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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This description shows how Jellett's prism may be used 
as a polarizer. It can also be used as an analyzer. For if 
a Nicol be used to receive a parallel beam of light, the plane 
polarized light produced may be transmitted to the prism ; 
and if now this is turned till the two halves of the field appear 
equally dark, the^line OP must be at right angles to the 
principal plane of the Nicol. On introducing a rotating sub- 
stance, the prism must be turned till the same appearance is 
again obtained, and so the amount of rotation produced is 
found. 

Comn's PilBm, used for the same purposes, is a Nicol 
cut in two through its plane of principal section, and with 
the resulting faces cut away so that when the two parts are 
cemented together, their principal sections make an angle of 
about 5". It is clear that this apparatus can be used either 
as a polarizer or analyzer, just as Jelletf s prism. 

Lanrent's Half-Bhade Apparatus, which may be used 
with polarizer or analyzer, is made as follows : A plate of 
quartz or gypsum is cut parallel to the axis, and of such 
thickness as to produce a relative retardation of half a wave- 
length in sodium light This is cut into a semicircle, and 
the othei half of the circle is formed of a piece of glass just 
thick enoi^h to absorb as much of the light as the quartz 
plate does. 

Let OA denote the direction of the axis in the quartz 
plate. Suppose polarized light of the required wave-length, 
with its vibrations parallel to B, to &I1 
normally on the plate. A vibration, O B, 
is equivalent to two, denoted by O C and 
O D. On getting through the plate, the 
phase-difference between these two is \ ; 
that is, we have two vibrations in the 
same phase, denoted by O C and O E, and 
these compound into O F. If the plane 
of polarization of the incident light makes 
an angle, a, with the axis O A on one side 
of A, this plane is (according to Fresnel's 
theory) at right angles to O B, and the 
plane of polarization of the emergent light 
will make the same angle, a, with O A on " Yio'vi^. 
the other side of A. Hence if a beam 
of light falls on the half-shade polarized in a plane inclined 
to the axis of the crystal at any angle, half of the beam will 
go through the glass unchanged, but the other half will have 
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iis plane of polarization rotated by the crystal through an 
ao^c twice as great as that made by the plane of polarization 
of the incident beam with the axis <tf the crystal 

It is clear that Laurent's half-shade used with a Nicol will 
act towards sodium light in the same manner as a Jelletfs 
or a Cornu's prism. It is to be placed between the polarizer 
and analyzer. Of the beam of light which falls on it from 
the polarizer and passes through it, one half is polarized in 
one plane, being unacted upon by the half-shade, and the 
other half is polarized in another plane inclined at an angle 
to this equal to twice the angle between the axis of the crystal 
and the original plane of polarization. Now, when the light 
in either half of the beam is received by an analyzer, the 
intensity perceived will depend on the angle between the 
plane of polarization of the light and that of the analyzer, 
being proportional to the square of the cosine of this angle. 
Thus the two halves of the field, when viewed through an 
analyzer, will, in general, appear of different intensities. Bnt 
the intensities will be the same when the plane in which the 
light issuing from the analyzer is polarized makes equal angles 
with the planes of polarization of the two parts of the beam. 
The half-shade is so placed that the axis of the crystal makes 
a small angle — a few degrees — with the plane of polarization 
of the light fi-om the polarizer. Then the planes of polarizadon 
of the light coming from it make a small angle with each 
Other, double of the above-mentioned angle. The analyzer 
should be set so that its plane of polarization (that is, for a 
Nicol, the plane at right angles to its plane of principal section) 
bisects the angle exterior, or supplementary, to this. Then 
both halves of the field will appear of small and equal illumi- 
nation ; and a very small rotation of the analyzer readily shows 
a difference in the brightness of the two halves. 

If now a substance that produces rotation of the plane 
of polarization be placed between the half-shade and the 
analyzer, the amount by which the analyzer has to be rotated 
to produce the same appearance again is the amount by which 
the plane of polarization has been rotated ; or, of course, it 
may differ from it by any multiple of two right angles ; but 
by experimenting with various thicknesses of the substance, 
this difficulty is removed. 

Again, it is dear that the half-shade may be attached to, 
and rotated with, the analyzer, being placed- between it and 
the polarizer, the axis of the crystal being set at a small 
angle with the plane of polarization of the analyzer (or the 
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perpendicular plane). The po»tion of the plane of polarization 
can then be detected as before, and hence the amount by 
which it is rotated on placing a rotating substance between 
the polarizer and the hafr-shade. 

Laurent's apparatus can only be used for sodium light (or 
light of any other particular quality for which the thickness 
of the plate may be adapted) ; but Jellett's or Comu's can be 
used with homogeneous light of any quality whatever. 

Professor Poynting has devised a very simple piece of 
apparatus for determining the position of the plane of polari- 
zation. A quartz plate cut at right angles to the axis is 
cut into two, and one half reduced a little in thickness. The 
two halves are then joined together again. If monochromatic 
plane polarized light falls on this, the plane is rotated by 
slightly different amounts in the two parts, and on receiving 
the light in an analyzer, in general, the two parts of the field 
appear of equal intensity. On setting the analyzer so that 
the lights are both nearly extinguished and of the same 
intensity, the plane of polarization of the analyzer bisects the 
large angle between the planes of polarization of the light 
coming from the two parts of the quartz. The apparatus may 
then be used like a half-shade. 

The planes of polarization of lights of dilferent qualities 
are rotated by any given substance by very different amounts. 
Hence with white light a very complex effect is produced. 
If various qualities are examined, it is found that the planes 
of polarization are rotated by amounts which are approxi- 
mately inversely proportional to the squares of the wave- 
lengths ; that is, the rotation, multiplied by the square of the 
wave-length, is approximately constant. M, firoch has 
measured the rotations produced by a plate of quartz i mm. 
in thickness on light from different parts of the spectrum. 
The following table exhibits the rotations produced on various 
rays, and the products of rotations by squares of wave-length: — 

Rotuion Rotalioo 

Rayi. RaUUon, X (mve-tcngch)'. Rays. Roiuion. X (wave-length)', 

B ... 15° 18' ... 7*38 E ... 27° 28' ... 7597 

C ... 17° rV ... 7430 F ... 33^30' ... 7622 

D ... 21° 40' ... 7SII G ... 42° la' ... 7842 

It appears that the product rotation X (wave length)' is 
not quite constant, but increases with the rotation; but to a 
rough degree of approximation the law above mentioned is true. 

If plane polarized white light falls on a plate of quartz or 
of any substance producing rotation, and is then examined 
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with an aaalyzer, the intensity of the light of any given quality 
thus obtained is proportional to the square of the cosine of the 
angle between the plane in which the light of that quality is 
polarized on leaving the rotating substance and the plane of 
polarization of the analyzer. Thus the effect produced is not 
white light, but a colour in which the constituents of white 
light are mixed in different degrees. When the plane of polari- 
zation of the analyzer is at right angles to that in which light 
of a given quality is polarized on leaving the substance this 
quality of Ught will be completely absent from the resultant 
lint It will happen, of course, that if the substance, is of 
sufficient thickness to rotate the planes of polarization of two 
qualities by angles differing by 180°, the analyzer may be set 
so as to extinguish both of these qualities. 

If a plate of quartz of thickness not greater than 5 mms. is 
used when the analyzer is set to extinguish the mean yellow 
rays, a greyish violet tint is obtained If the analyzer is turned 
a little in one sense so as to introduce a little more of the red 
light, the tint rapidly changes to red ; and if a little in the 
other sense, the tint rapidly changes to blue. The tint obtained 
between the red and blue is called the tint of passage, or the 
Bensitlve tint The position of the analyzer which produces 
it can be fixed with considerable accuracy, for a very slight 
rotation from this position produces a decided change to red 
or to blue. Experiment shows that the position of the analyzer 
producing the tint of passage is the same as that which extin- 
guishes the mean yellow raya The readiest way to determine 
what rays are extinguished with a given position of the analyzer 
is to examine the light coming from it by means of a spectro- 
scope. Then a dark band wUl be seen across the spectrum in 
the place of the colour which is extinguished by the analyzer. 

Some specimens of quartz rotate the plane of polarization to 
the right, and some to the lefL They ate called, respectively, 
right-handed and left-handed. The amount by which a given 
thickness will rotate the plane of polarization of light of a 
given quality is the same, whichever way the rotation is 
produced. 

Bi-qaartz. — Suppose a right-handed and a left-handed plate 
of quartz to be placed side by side, and let plane pol^ized 
white light pass through them. Each quality of light is rotated 
through the same amount by the two plates, but in opposite 
senses. If the light is examined by a Nicol, or other analyzer, 
a position may be found for the analyzer in which the appear- 
ances from the two quartz plates will be the same. Either the 
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position in which its plane of polarization is paiallel to that of 
the incident light, or at right angles to it, wilt produce this effect 
For in either of these two positions light of any quality will be 
received from the two plates in equal intensity. Now, suppose 
the two quartz plates to be each of about 375 mms. thickness. 
Then each rotates the plane of the mean yellow rays about 
90" ; and the analyzer can be set to produce the tint of passage 
in both parts of the Geld. Such an airangement of two quartz 
plates, made by shaping each into the form of a semicircle, 
and fastening them together to form a circle, is called a 
bi-quarfs. The analyzer can be set in such a position as to 
give the same tint in each half with great accuracy ; for a very 
dight rotation of the analyzer from this position causes a very 
perceptible difference in the two halves, one beginning to turn 
red and the other blue. 

The bi' quartz may be used to determine the rotation pro- 
duced in the mean yellow rays by any rotating substance. It 
and the substance are placed between the polarizer and ana- 
lyzer, either of them being next the polarizer. Then in the 
two halves of the field the angles between the planes of polari- 
zation of the various qualities are not the same. Thus if the 
substance produces right-handed rotation, the light that has 
passed through it and the right-handed quartz will have the 
planes of polarization for two given qualities more widely sepa- 
rated than the light that has passed thmugh the substance 
and the other quartz : in the first case we have the sum of the 
two effects ; in the second, the diflference. Hence it is impos- 
sible to set the analyzer in such a position as to obtain precisely 
the same constitution of light in the two halves of the field. 
But if it is set so as to extinguish the mean yellow rays, the 
tint of passage will be observed on both sides ; and in this way 
the position of the plane of polarization for the mean yellow 
rays can be found. 

The arrangement of the apparatus is shown in the figure. 
Light from the lamp L falls first on a polari^g Nicol, N. 




B is the bi-quartz ; and N' a Nicol used as analyzer, placed at a 
distance from B, so that a rotating substance may be introdnced 

Google 
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betweeD them, and mounted on a divided circle, so that it 
can be rotated and the amount of rotation measured. T is 
a Galilean telescope, through which observations are taken. 
In woiking T should be set so as to bring the bi-quaitz into 
focus, and to see distinctly the line between the two halves. 

Another and more accurate method of working is to observe 
the light from the analyzer through a spectroscope. With the 
same arrangement of polarizer, analyzer, and bi-quartz, instead 
of using a telescope, a spectroscope is placed in front of the 
analyzer, and a convex lens between them to form a real image 
of the bi-quartz on the slit of the spectroscope, the line dividing 
the images of the two plates of quartz cutting across the sUl 
Two spectra will then be formed by the lights coming from 
the two halves of the bi-quartz, one above the other. In each 
of these, light of a certain quality will be wanting, according to 
the position of the analyzer. When the analyzer is set with 
its polarizing plane at right angles to the plane of polarization 
of hght of a given quality in one of the spectra, then this light 
is absent from the spectrum — a corresponding dark band is 
seen in the spectrum. The bands in the two spectra will, as 
a rule, be formed in two different parts, different lights being 
extinguished in the two. As the analyzer is turned, these twu 
bands approach or recede from each other ; and for a certain 
position of the analyzer they coincide, one being formed just 
over the other. The light cut off from each spectrum is the 
mean yellow light, whose plane of polarization is rotated 
through 90° by each half of the bi-quartz. When a rotating 
substance is introduced between the bi-quartz and the analyzer, 
or between the bi-quartz and the polarizer, in each spectrum 
there will again appear a dark line, according to the position 
of the analyzer. But the planes of polarization of the mean 
yellow rays, and of these alone, coincide in the two halves, and 
the analyzer may be set to cut off these rays in the two halves 
simultaneously. On setting the analyzer, then, so that the two 
dark bands coincide, its plane of polarization must be at right 
angles to that of these rays, and so we find the amount by 
which the plane of polarization of these rays is rotated by the 
rotating substance. 

Preauel'B Theory. — Fresnel has given a theory to account 
for the rotation of the plane of polMization. It depends on 
the fact that two circular vibrations of the same amplitude ■ 
and period, but with opposite senses of rotation, are together 
equivalent to a linear S.H. vibration. This we shall now 
show. -. . 
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Suppose the point P to move round the circle A B A' F in the 
counter-clockwise sense, with period of revolurion T (Fig. 110). 
And imagine the point P* to move round the same circle in the 
clockwise sense, with the same period. And suppose the two 
points to be at A together, and at A' together. Now, if we 
suppose a single point to be affected with both these states of 
motion together, its displacement from O, at the instants when 
P, F are as in the figure, will be 2OM. And the point will 
describe a S.H.M. about O as mean position, in the straight 
line A A', and with amplitude 2OA. 

Now, Fiesnel supposes that the molecular structure of 
quartz, or any other rotating substance, is such that it propa- 
gates two circularly polarized beams of light, of opposite 




senses of rotation, with different velocities. And, further, 
that a plane polarized beam falling on the surface of such a 
medium produces the same effect as the two circularly polarized 
beams to which it is kinematically equivalent. Things go on, 
then, in the medium in just the same way as if two circularly 
polarized beams were passing through it with different velocities j 
and these, on emerging from it, compound again into a plane 
polarized beam. 

Suppose that right-handed and left-handed circular vibra- 
tions, of period T (Fig. 211), travel through the medium with 
velocities v, v' ; and have wave-lengths A, X' ; so that k = vT ; A.' 
= a'T', Let e be the thickness of the medium. Let O A be the 
direction of a rectilinear vibration on incidence. Then this 
breaks up into a right-handed and a left-handed circular vibra- 
tion in the medium ; and these have performed by the time they 

emerge, respective ly, t- and y complete revolutions ; so that 
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the vibrating particles have then positions denoted by P, P ; 
whcie O P is got by rotating O A in one sense by the angle 

Y"! ^"id O P* by rotating from O A in the other sense by the 

angle -rr. The vibrations then compound into a rectilinear 
vibration along O Q, which bisects the angle P P*. 

Thus angle AOQ = *"' ( T - jT ) • 

Fresnel has further shown, by experiment, that a plane 
polarized beam is actually broken up into circularly polarized 
beams in quartz. Several prisms cut from alternately right- 
and left-handed quartz were joined tc^ether as in the figure. 



A narrow plane-polarized beam, L, was allowed to fall on 
them. The beam of right-handed rotation to which this gives 
rise will travel more quickly in alternate prisms, say first, 
third, etc., and the other beam more quickly in the other 
prisms. Thus the index of refraction for the first beam in 
passing from the first prism to the second is greater than 
uni^, m passing from the second to the third it is less than 
unity, and so on. Hence this beam is continually deviated 
more and more in passing from one prism to the next The 
other beam also is similarly deviated on the other side. And 
on emergence an appreciable separation of the two beams is 
produced. On examining these two beams they are found 
to be circularly polarized in opposite senses. 

Sacchabihetrv. 

The determination of the rotation which a substance pro- 
duces in the plane of polarization has an important appU- 
cadon in practice. It is apphed to the determination of 
the degree of concentration of sugar in sugar solutions ; and 
of other substances producing rotation of the plane of 
polarization. 

Suppose we have a substance which when dissolved in an 
inactive liquid {i.t, one not rotating the plane) produces a 
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rotation of the plane of polarization. The rotation of the 
plane produced when polarized light passes through such a 
solution will depend on — 

(i) The nature of the substance ; 

(3) The length of it which the light has to traverse ; 

(3) The degree of concentration of the solution. 

It seems obvious ^ priori, and it is found by experiment, 
that the rotation is proportional to the length employed. 

Biot experimented on solutions of sugar in water, and 
found that the rotation produced is proportional to the mass 
of sugar contained in a given volume of the solution. 

This law is, in general, not exact ; the rotation increasing, 
as a rule, not quite so rapidly as the degree of concentration, 
or mass of the substance per unit volume. 

Now, suppose a mass, S, of a substance for which we may 
assume the above law, to be contained in each cubic centimeter 
of an inactive solvent, and let plane polarized light of a given 
quality traverse a length, I, of the solution. The rotation 
produced, A, is propordonal to /S. 

Suppose A = K/8 (i) 

K is called by Blot the molecular rotatoiy power of 
the substance for the given sort of light. 

To determine K by an experiment, suppose/ grammes of 
the substance to be dissolved in m grammes of the solvent ; 
and let the density of the solution be d. Then the volume 

of the solution is ■ ■ ■ ■■ cc Therefore the mass of the 
substance contained in a cubic centimetre is — 
. _^ m-hp _ pd 
^ • d m+p 

Thus we have the formula — 

--m « 

The value of K is affected by the temperature ; for some 
substances it increases and for some it diminishes with rise of 
temperature. 

From the above formula (i) it is clear that if for any 
substance we know the value of K, and we can determine the 
rotation. A, produced by a known length, /, of a solution of it, 
we can determine the concentration, S, of the solution. An 
apparatus for making this determination, or by means of 
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which we can determine K with the help of formula (2), is 
called a saccharimeter or saccharometer. It has already 

been indicated how apparatus can be arranged to determine 
the rotation which a given substance produces in the plane of 
polarization ; and any such apparatus may be employed as a 
saccharimeter. 

Laiirent's Saccharimeter, of which the half-shade forms 
a part, is illustrated in the accompanying figure. At A is a 



plate of bichromate of potash, to absorb all the light but the 
yellow rays coming from the source, which is sodium light 
At N is the polarizii^ Nicol ; at S, the half-shade. R R is a 
tube to contain the solution. At N' is the analyzing Nicol, 
which is turned with its divided circle C ; and for a slow 
motion, to make the final adjustment, the bevelled wheels can 
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be brought into gear, and the analyzer turned by means of a 
milled head, V. The position of the circle is read by means of 
a remier and a lens O. L is a small Galilean telescope, with 
which ijie half-shade is focussed. 

The position of the half-shade is not fixed with reference 
to N ; but the angle which the axis of the crystal makes with 
the polarizing plane of N can be varied a liltle. When this 
angle is made very small, both sides appear very dark at the 
same time ; and if it passes below a certain limit, the intensities 
are too small for accurate adjustment The setting which 
gives the most consistent readings is to be determined by 
experiment 

In making a determination of the position of the plane of 
polarization, the Nicol should be set in each of the two 
positions, which are 180° apart, giving the two halves of the 
field of veiy faint and of equal illumination, and both read- 
ings taken. In this way small errors in the construction of the 
instrument are avoided. 

Soleil's Sacoharimeter has the arrangement of its parts 
as shown in the figure. N' is a polarizing Nicol ; Q', a hi- 
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quartz ; T, a tube to contain the solution ; A is a right-handed 
quartz plate cut at right angles to the axis ; D E F, E F C are 
two wedges of left-handed quartz cut so that the plate formed 
by them is also at right angles to the axis ; these are movable 
by means of a double raclovork, so that any desired thickness 
can be interposed in the path of the light G is an analyzing 
prism, and H a Galilean telescope which can be focussed 
on Q'. A scale fitted to the quartz wedges and rackwork 
shows the difference between the thickness offered by them 
and that of the plate A ; it reads zero when these thicknesses 
are equal ; or it may be graduated so as to show direcdy the 
concentration of the substance for whose analysis the apparatus 
is used. Or again, the zero of the scale may he in quite 
another position, and then the readings for equal thicknesses 
must be found by experiment. 

U.g.VK.yC00glc 
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The polarizing planes of N' and G being coincident ; when 
the wedges are set at the zero reading they with A produce 
no effect, and the tint of passage is seen on both sides of the 
bi-quartz. When a rotating substance is introduced in T, the 
planes of polarization for the mean yellow rays coming from Q" 
will be rotated, and to neutralize this effect a greater or less 
thickness of the wedges than that of A must be used, according 
as the substance is right-handed or left-handed. Then by 
means of the scale we can determine the thickness of quartz 
corresponding to the length in T of the substance used, or 
the degree of concentration at once, according to the graduations 
of the scale. N and Q are a Nicol and a quartz plate to be 
used if the liquid in T is coloured. By their means the light 
emerging from N' is made to be complementary in colour to 
the liquid, and then the appearance is as if the liquid were 
colourless. 



CHAPTER XX. 



We have seen how, by means of an arrangement of prisms, 
white light may be decomposed into its constituent parts, 
producing colours. Suppose that a pure spectrum has been 
produced on a white screen, so that each point in the spectrum 
is illuminated by light of a definite refrangibility. With a given 
material for the prisms, the colour at any point of the spectrum 
will be determined if the refrangibility of the light illuminating 
that point is given. The colours at the various points of the 
pure spectrum are called simple, or Bpeotral, colours, and the 
light corresponding to a simple colour, that is, light of a 
definite refrangibility for a given refracting material, is called 
monoohromatio light. By combining two or more of the 
spectral colours, another colour may be formed For example, 
some spectral colours may be reproduced by suitably combining 
two on opposite sides in the spectrum of the colour to be 
imitated ; and the result may be made identically the same 
as the simple colour so far as the effect conveyed through the 
eye is concerned. But physically the light in the simple 
colour and that in the combination are very different ; for the 
latter, if passed through a prism, would be broken up agam 
into iu constituent parts, whereas the simple colour cannot be 
further broken up. 

L)in;«.,C.OOglc 
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Let us next consider what are the characteristics of a colour. 
These are three in number. 

The line of a colour is detennined by the spectral colours 
and the quantities of them In its composition. As, for instance, 
the spectral colours themselves all differ from each other in hue. 

The luminosity, or brightness, is the light given off by 
the coloured surface compared with that given off by a standard 
luminous suiface. 

The purity denotes the degree of freedom of the colour 
from admixture with white light. 

It should be noticed that each of these qualities may 
depend on each one of two things — the nature of the coloured 
suiface and the nature of the light used to illuminate it Thus 
we have different colours of various objects all illuminated 
by white light, and different colours of the various parts of a 
white screen on which a spectrum is thrown. 

Maxwell has explained the characteristics of colour, using 
different names from those just given ; thus : Taking the case 
of two lilacs, he says, " In the first place, one may be lighter 
or darker than the other ; that is, the tints may differ in shade. 
Secondly, one may be more blue or more nd than the other ; 
that is, they may differ in hue. Thirdly, one may be more 
or less decided in its colour ; it may vary from purity on the 
one hand, to neutrality on the other : this is sometimes 
expressed by saying that they differ in tint." 

Tone has been used as equivalent to hut ; and fulness, 
or saturation, ior purity. 

Maxwell's apparatus for mixing and matching colours, 
generally known as Maxwell's colour-top, consisted of two 
sets of coloured cardboard discs of various colours, one of the 
sets being of a larger, the other of a smaller diameter. Each 
disc was pierced with a central hole, so that any of them could 
be set on a circular plate with a vertical axis and spun round. 
Further, each disc was slit along a radius, so that any number of 
them could be combined, each one showing any desired sector. 

Suppose a number of the discs to be combined in this way 
and spun about the axis quickly. Then the appearance that 
will be presented is that of a uniformly coloured circle, because 
of the persistence of impressions of the retina, and the colour 
obtained will be the mixture, in the given proportions, of the 
colours of the disc used. As an example of the use of the 
top, large discs of vermilion, emerald green, and ultramarine 
were used to form a match with two small discs of white and 
black. The large discs are put on first, and the small ones 
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above them, so that both the combinations ma; be seen at 
once. The quantity of each colour used is given by the angle 
of the corresponding sector. The whole circumference is 
divided into loo equal parts, and this quantity was estimated 
in tenns of one of these parts. In the example quoted, a 
match was made by using the following quantities of tiie 
colours : vermilion, 37 ; ultramarine, 27 ; emerald green, 36 1 
white, 28 ; black, 73. The result of the experiment may be 
expressed in the form of an equation, thus — 

37V + 27U + 36EG = 28W + 72Bk. 

This is called a colour-equation. 

It appears that the three colours used, when combined in 
the proportions denoted, produce white. The reason why the 
white with which the combination is matched has to be largely 
diluted with black is because of the small luminosity of the 
combination compared with the surface of the white disc. The 
combination produced is in reality a neutral grey. The same 
three colours could also be combined in such proportions 
as to produce some decided tint. By suitably adjusting the 
relative proportions of the colours, we should obtain the right 
hue ; by adding white to them, we should alter the purity ; and 
by adding blade, we should alter the luminosity. To match 
a given colour with the three, it would, as a rule, be necessary 
to add both white and black to them for the reasons given. 

It will be well to notice carefully what is the exact 
significance of such an equation as that written above. It 
expresses nothing whatever with regard to the physical nature 
of the light. In fact, the two sorts of light which are represented 
as equal would be found on analysis by prisms to be quite 
different. The significance of the equation is purely physio- 
logical. It denotes that the two combinations of light produce 
the same efTect on the eye of the observer who has obtained 
the equation, or for whom it is true. Maxwell, by comparing 
colour-equations got by various observers, was led to infer 
that the apparatus of vision, go far as the sensations of colour 
are concerned, differ very little in different people, excepting 
those people in which some part of it is entirely wanting, that 
is, colour-blind people. Greater discrepancies arise in the equa^ 
tions through using light of different qualities (day%ht, gaslight, 
etc.) than through their being obtained by various observers. 

Another piece of apparatus used by Maxwell is what is 
known as his colour-box. It is an improvement on the top 
in that with it pure spectral colours are employed instead of 
those reflected from coloured paper. 

Xlooi^lc 
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The box, shown in the figure, is about five feet long, and 
blackened inside. Light from the aperture E, passing through 
the lens L and the prisms P, P", would give s. pure spectrum 
at X Y Z Hence white light entering by apertures at X Y Z 
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will give the same colours at E as would be produced at these 
apertures by white light proceeding from E. At XYZare 
three slits which can be adjusted in position and width, the 
widths being measured by a tapering prism. To use the box, 
the end A C is turned towards a white illuminated surface, 
so that an eye at E perceives a mixture of colours depending 
on the slits X, Y, Z. At M is a plane mirror which reflects 
some white light through the lens to E for the purpose of 
comparison with the mixture from XYZ; the two portions 
of the field seen by the eye being separated by the edge of 
the prism P', By suitably adjusting the sHts, these two portions 
may be made identical, so that the edge of the prism becomes 
almost invisible. 

Captain Abne^ has used apparatus for colour experiments 
which is further improved. He took care to employ an in- 
variable source of white light, and used for the purpose the 
light from the crater of the positive pole of the electric arc 
lamp. With this he used an apparatus which, he calls a 
colour-patch apparatus. An image of the crater is formed on 
the slit S, of a collimator. The light then passes through two 
prisms, Pi Ps, and a lens, L,, and would give a pure spectrum 
on a screen, D, which is slightly inclined because the violet 
focus is rather nearer to Lg than the red. If a narrow slit is 
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used in the sdeen at D in the position coiresponding to any 
simple colour of the spectrum fonned, then 07 means of a 
suitably placed lens, L« an image of this colour of the i 
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surface of P, can be formed on a screen at F. L4 must be 
placed slightly askew, because of the differences in its focal 
lengths for lights of the various colotu^ If several slits in 
the screen at D be used at once, the corresponding images will 
be accurately superposed on the screen at F. 

To obtain a patch of white light, the light Irom the colli- 
mator which is reflected at the fi^t sur&ce of Pi is used. By 
means of a lens, L^ and a mirror, G, this is concentrated on 
the screen at F, where it may be superposed on or thrown 
alongside of the other patch. It may also be made of the 
same size as the other. 

To adjust the luminosity of the white patdi, another piece 
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of apparatus is used, which is represented at M. This consists 
of a circular disc placed in the path of the light It can be 
rotated at a h^h speed, and has tno opposite sectors cut away, 
which can be more or less filled up at will by a suitable arrange- 
ment during the rotation. L, is a lens of short focal length, 
which may be used when it is desired to see what colours are 
being used, for it separates the images of the various colours, 
forming them side by side on the screen. 

To compare the LmnlnoBlties of Lights from 
different FartB of the Spectrum by Means of the 
Colour- Patch Apparatus. — Let the slit S, be placed in any 
position in the spectrum so that the screen is illuminated 1^ 
light of the corresponding colour. The rotating sectors are in 
position at M. A rod is placed before the screen F E, so that 
two adjacent parts of the screen are illuminated, one only by 
the coloured, the other only by the white light, the rod being 
used as in Rumford's photometer. The rotating sectors have 
then to be adjusted till the two patches are of equal brilliancy. 
It is not so easy a matter to decide this when the lights are of 
different quahties ; but Abney gives the following device : Set 
the sectors at a definite opening. A position for the slit Sa can 
be found where the coloured patch is clearly too dark, and by 
moving S3 another colour for the patch can be found which is 
clearly too bright The limits between too dark and too bright 
can be narrowed till a pretty accurate position is found for 
S, The luminosity of this part of the spectrum is proportional 
to the aperture of the sectors. In general, two positions for 
Sjwill be found corresponding to a given luminosity, one on 
each side of the brightest part ^_-— ^ 

In this way the relative lumino- ^^ ^^n,,^ 

sities of all parts of the spectrum ^ ^V 

for a given observer may be found. 
^e Colours of Objects 
are due to their surfaces absorb- 
ing lights of some sorts, that i: 
of some refrangibiiities more than 
others, and reflecting more of the 
other sorts. An analysis of the 
colour of a given pigment, for 
example, can be made by mea 
of the colour-patch apparatus, ,,„„ . 

circular disc of card is painted 

with the pigment, and two larger discs of black and white, 
which can be set to show overlapping sectors, as in MaxweU'si|^ 
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top, are set on an aitis about which they can be rapidly 
rotated. Let the colour-patch fall partly on the inner disc 
and partly on the outer ring. Let the white be set to show 
a given extent of sector, and, on rotating the apparatus, 
move the slit till the brightness on the inner disc and on the 
outer ring is the same. The setting of the sectors will show 
what fraction the light of this particular son reflected by the 
disc is of that which would be reflected from a white suriace. 
In an experiment of this sort a correction has to be made, for 
it is found that the black surface reflects some light. The 
ratio of its luminosity to that of a white surface can be found 
by the help of the rotating sectors, and the necessary correction 
made. By altering the amount of white sector exposed, and 
finding in every case the corresponding colour, we can draw 
up a table, and hence plot a curve showing the intensities of 
light of the various sorts reflected from the surface. 

To analyze the light transmitted through a given thickness 
of a coloured body, the colour-patch apparatus has been used 
in the following manner : The light from the collimator is 
divided into two beams by a doubly refracdng Iceland spar 
prism. I'his gives two spectra, and a long slit is used at Sj to 
go across them both. The light of any colour from one 
spectrum produces a patch on the screen as usual. That 
&om the other is turned aside by a reflecting prism, and by 
another is reflected through a lens to the screen, giving another 
patch superposed on the first The rod is used to give two 
regions illuminated respectively by these two lights, and the 
rotating sectors are set in the path of the first to equalize the 
intensities. The intensities will then be equal for lights of all 
colours. The substance is now interposed in the path of the 
second beam of light, and the sectors adjusted till the in- 
tensities are again equalized. We can thus compare the light 
of any colour that gets through the substance with the entire 
quanrity of light of the same colour that falls upon it 

Some of the most important experiments done with the 
colour-patch apparatus are on the matching of colours. Three 
slits are placed in the spectrum, and certain positions can be 
selected for them, so that, by suitably adjusting their apertures, 
any colour whatever, whether simple or not, can be matched 
by the light coming through them. The colours corresponding 
to the positions so chosen cantiot themselves be matched by 
any other colours, and are called the primary colours.. 
They are in the red, green, and vtelet parts of the spectrum. 
The primary colours can, in the first place, be used to make 
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white light The proporCions of the colours used will, of 
course, depend on the quality of white light that has to be 
matched. It is found that any colour between the red and the 
green, if some white is added to it, can be matched by mixing 
the red and the green ; and any colour between the green and 
the violet, with a certain quantity of white added, can be 
matched by a mixture of green and violet. From these facts 
we deduce an important conclusion. Suppose that any given 
colour is matched by a certain combination of the red, green, 
and violet. Then, in whatever proportions these colours occur 
in the combination, this may be represented as a certain 
quantity of white light, together with a residue of two of the 
colouTB, one of the two being green ; or else as a certain 
quantity of white light with a deficit of two colours, one of 
which is green. And since green with red or green with violet 
gives a simple colour mixed with white, it follows that any 
colour whatever is equivalent to white to which a simple colour 
has been added or from which a simple colour has been taken 
away. We can thus refer the hue of any colour whatever to 
a spectral colour. If the hue is a combination of red and 
violet, or a purple, no such hue exists in the spectrum ; but 
we can find a spectral colour which with it will make white. 
Now, the colour which when added to a given colour will make 
white is called the complementary colour to the given one. 
In the case, then, of a purple, its hue must be referred to its 
complementary in the spectrum. 

The effect of mixing lights of given colours is quite different 
from the effect of mixing the pigments which have the same 
colours. The colour of a pigment is due to the absorption 
by it of light of certain colours. The colour of a mixture of 
pigments, then, is the colour of the light which remains from 
while light when the pigments have absorbed all the light of 
various sorts which each of them separately can absorb. 

In all that has been said about matching colours, it is under- 
stood, of course, that the match is only made so far as action 
on the eye is concerned. When, for example, the three 
primary colours are combmed to produce while light, the 
physical nature of the light produced is different from that of 
the light of the recombined spectrum, only it affects the eye in 
the same way. The explanation of this is physiological. It 
leads to a theory concerning the apparatus of the eye for 
_ perceiving colour which was given by Thomas Young and 
"supported by Helmholtz, and is called the Young- Helmholtz 
theory. It is supposed that the eye is furnished with three 
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sets of colour-percelviag nerves, each set being afiected most 
strongly by light of some given colour, but also by other 
colours as well, to amounts gradually falling oflT as we pass 
away in the spectrum from the colour producing the greatest 
effect on that set of nerves. White light, of a given quality, 
affects all the nerves, each set to a definite extent, A certaia 
combination of the three primary colours affects the nerves in 
just the same way, and hence produces the same effect on the 
eye. It should be noticed in such a case that each set of the 
nerves is similarly affected by the colours that match. 

Now, white light may be produced, not only by the 
primary colours, but with the slits occupying other positions 
in the spectrum; in fact, an indefinite number of corre- 
sponding positions may be found for the slits, the apertures 
each time being suitably arranged. In this way, from the 
identity of effect produced by two different combinations, colour- 
equations can be fonned, each one of which tells us something 
about each set of the nerves. From such equations curves 
have been drawn showing the degree of excitation for each 
set of nerves caused by each colour. 

Such a set of curves is shown in the diagram. From these 
it should be clear why certain spectral colours cannot be 
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reproduced by combination of others. For, if we take the 
colour giving the greatest ratio of excitation of green to that 
of red, for example, no combination of other colours could 
reproduce this ratio. 

Some people are found to be deficient in the colour- 
perceiving apparatus, lacking one set of the nerves — the absence 
of the red is the most common. Such people are called 
colour-blind. Colour-matches can be formed for such people 
by two simple colours, and corresponding colour-equations 
can be deduced. These have led to curves of excitation for 
the nerves which they possess, which curves agree with those 
traced for the corresponding nerves in normal-eyed people, 
and so confirm the theory in a remarkable manner, 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
SPECTRUM ANAL YSIS. 



When white light passes through a prism it is broken up 
into its constituents of various qualities or refraogibilities. 
To further separate the constituent rays from each other, the 
light may be passed through a series or train of prisms. The 



apparatus with which this is done is called a spectroacope. 
On a platform furnished with a divided circle is a series of 
prisms, A, B, etc. O C is a collimator, having a slit at O 
similar to that in the spectrometer. The light from a source, 
L', can be sent through the slit into the collimator; or, by 
means of a reflecting prism, the light from a source, L, at the 
side can be used. The prism only covers half of the slit, so 
that both sources can be observed simultaneously. The light, 
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after passing through the prisms, enters a telescope, KK', 
movable by a tangent screw, M. In using the instrument, 
each prism should be set so as to produce minimum deviation 
of the light in the particular part of the spectrum under 
examination. F F* is a second collimator having a fine scale 
on glass in its focus. An image of this can be seen through 
the telescope by reflexion at a face of the prism, H ; so that 
the parts of the spectrum seen can be referred to this scale. 

A Dlreot-TlBion Spectrosoope is a convenient appa- 
ratus to use for some purposes. By its means, dispersion of 
the rays may be produced without any considerable deviation. 
We have seen that a flint and a crown glass prism may be 
combined so as to produce dispersion of the rays, but no 
deviation of a selected one. By combining several such 
prisms a considerable amount of dispersion may be produced, 
while the rays of some particular colour, say the mean yellow 
rays, are not deviated. The figure shows a combination of three 




crown 1 i"«" ill. . ^ ■ sms; and shows how the ray PQ is 

broken up into rays going to R,_>', V The light, before falling 
on the first prism, passes through a narrow slit parallel to the 
refracting edges. On the other side of the prisms is a convex 
lens. This may be focussed on the slit ; so that light of any 
given quali^ leaves this lens in parallel rays, and produces an 
infinitely distant virtual image of the slit Thus a spectrum 
is formed suitable to be observed by applying the eye to the 
lens. By moving the lens further away from the prisms, a 
real image of the slit for light of any given colour would be 
formed. Thus a spectrum may be thrown on a screen. 

The spectroscope may be applied to examine the Lght 
emitted by a luminous body. In the case of a solid body, if 
it is gradually heated up from a low temperature at which it 
is not luminous, it will in time begin to emit light of the 
least cefrangibility, i.e. red light. As the temperature is con- 
linually raised, the body continually emits, in addition, light 
of higher and higher refrangibilities ; so that, at a very high 
temperature, the light from it fills the whole of the visible 
spectrum. This could be illustrated by placing a wire In 
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front of the slit and passing a gradually iocieasing electric 
current through it, so as to gradually raise its temperature. 
We should see its spectrum begin with red light alone, and 
gradually spread to the blue. And as light of higher refrangi- 
bility begins to be emitted, that which is already in the 
spectrum becomes more intense. From a liquid body, too, 
which can be raised to a very high temperature, such as molten 
metal, we should get the same sort of continuous spectrum. 

In the case of an incandescent gas, however, or of any 
body in a state of volatilization, by whatever means this state 
may be produced, the spectrum is quite different. Such a 
substance does not emit light of all refrangibilities, but only 
of some definite refrangibilities. If, for instance, a salt of 
the metal sodium, such as common salt, be volatilized, as can 
be done by burning a spirit-lamp with a salted wick, or by 
putting common salt (chloride of sodium) into the flame of 
a BuDsen burner, the sa!t will be decomposed, and sodium 
vapour will be in the flame. This will be seen to glow with 
a bright yellow light, and if it is examined by means of the 
spectroscope, the spectrum will be found to consist of a bright 
yellow line ; or, if the spectroscope has great decomposing 
iX)wer, of two yellow lines, quite close to each other — a double 
line it is called. At a very high temperature the spectrum 
contains, in addition, other double lines. Again, if a piece 
of copper is held in the flame, the flame becomes green, owing 
to the presence of volatilized copper, and the spectrum consists 
of green bands. An Incandescent solid (or liquid) mass of 
copper gives, on the contrary, the ordinary continuous spectrum, 

A body may be volatilized by other means for the purpose 
of producing its spectrum. A small piece may be put between 
the poles of an electric arc lamp, and subjected to the high 
temperature of the arc To obtain the spectrum of a metal, 
it may be made into terminals, between which a series of 
electric sparks is passed. This produces volatilization of the 
terminals, and the spark will show the characteristic spectrum 
of the metal The sparks may be passed by means of an 
induction-coil ; and a better result is obtained if a condenser 
is placed in the secondary circuit of the coil so as to increase 
the quantity of electricity passii^ at each discharge. In a 
spectrum obtained in this way, however, other hues besides 
those characteristic of the metal used will he observed. The 
spectrum of the air through which the spark is passed will 
present itself. This will be most clearly seen in the part of 
the spark farthest away from the terminals, that is, about 
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midway between them. The air spectrum has been obtained 
by Dr. Hu^ins by observing the spectra got with gold ter- 
minals and with platinum tenninals, and taking the lines 
common to both as those due to air. 

The spectrum of a gas may be observed by enclosing it at 
very small pressure in a tube furnished with terminal electrodes 
for the passage of a spark (Geissler's tube). A portion of the 
tube is made of capillary bore to increase the brightness. If 
a series of discharges from an induction-coil is passed through 
the tube, the temperature of the gas is raised to such a height 
that it becomes luminous, glowing with a characteristic colour, 
and the spectrum of it will be found, in general, to consist of 
lines of light. 

In all cases in which a line in the spectrum is observed, 
this line is an image of the slit formed of light of one definite 
refrangibility. It will consequently become narrower as the 
slit is made so. And in the case of an absolutely pure spectrum, 
which would require an indefinitely narrow slit, such a line 
would be merely a geometrical line, having no width. It 
should be denoted as such in a representation or map of the 
sp>ectrum, and in practice it can be made as fine as may be 
desired by narrowing the slit. 

A source of light may vary in constitution in its various 
parts, as in the case already mentioned of the electric spark 
in air. The various parts may be examined by admitting the 
light from them in turn to the slit of the spectroscope. But 
the following more convenient method has been used by 
I^ckyer : The source is placed at some distance from the slit, 
and by means of a lens an ini^e of it is formed on the sliL 
The light proceeding from the various points of the slit is then 
that proceeding from the various points of some line of the 
source. And if this varies in quality, the spectrum observed 
will not be uniform throughout its breadth ; but each elementary 
strip of it, taken in the direction of its length, will correspond 
to some point of the source. Thus if the composition of the 
■ source varies continuously, we may have certain lines becoming 
fainter and disappearing as we pass across the various longi- 
tudinal strips of the spectrum. The cross-section of the 
electric arc, taken midway between the poles in which salts 
of metats are being volatilized, may be examined in this way. 
The result is a spectrum of a series of bright lines, all of 
which cross the centre, but which are of various lengths. 
Thus we have the phenomenon of long lines and short lines 
in the spectrum. 
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The spectrum obtained from a chemical compound has 
different lines from those of its cODStituents, except when a 
high enough temperature is used to decompose the compound. 
Thus if chloride of calcium is put into the Bunsen flame, the 
spectrum produced is that of the salt ; but if the salt is put on 
one of the electrodes through which a powerful discharge is 
passed, the spectrum of calcium will be obtained. We have 
already seen that, by putting a sodium salt into the Bunsen 
flame, the sodium spectrum is obtained, since the salt is easily 
decomposed. In the air spectrum, if much moisture is present, 
the hydrogen lines are seen, since the water is decomposed by 
the spark. In the spectrum of lightning,' the sodium line has 
been observed, due to the decomposition of the sodium chloride 
in the air. 

There are definite spectral lines characteristic of a given 
substance, but a given substance does not by any means always 
present the same spectrum. Thus when we have a certain 
spectnim of lines, continually raising the temperature will 
frequently cause other tines to appear elsewhere in the spectrum, 
This has already been mentioned for sodium. Again, in 
addition to the line spectrum, a substance will present, as a 
rule, a spectrum oi fluted bands, the band spectrum being got 
at a lower temperature. The bands appear, as a rule, to have 
a well-defined edge on one side, and gradually to fade away 
on the Other. But on examining them with a spectroscope of 
great dispersive power, each bsmd is seen to consist of a number 
of lines which gradually get closer t<^ether as the sharp edge 
is approached. 

The lines characteristic of a given substance are not always 
lines of definite refrangibilities. Certain circumstances may 
cause these to widen out In general, it is increase of pressure 
which produces this effect, the spectrum becoming more con- 
tinuous as the density of the substance is increased. Increase 
of intensity of the electrical discharge producing the spectrum, 
however, will also have the effect of widening the lines. 

Absorption Spectra. — We have next to consider the way 
in which certain qualities of light are absorbed by certain 
bodies. An incandescent vapour which gives off vibration of 
a definite sort also readily absorbs that particular sort of 
vibration. This may be illustrated by the following experiment ; 
Suppose a continuous spectrum from a very bright source to 
be obtained ; and then place between the source and the slit 
a Bunsen flame or spirit-lamp flame containing sodium vapour. 
This vapour would of itself give in the spectrum a bright 
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yellow iJQt ; but in the present case a line will appear in the 
place corresponding to the sodium line, but dark as compared 
with what surrounds it In the same way, if white light from a 
source of high temperature is allowed to pass through any 
vapour at a lower temperature, and to form a spectrum, we 
obtain a reverBal of the lines characteristic of the vapour, 
that is, dark lines in the place of the usual bright ones. 

Stokes has explained this absorption in this way : A mole- 
cule of a vapour has a definite vibration- frequency, or definite 
vibration- frequencies natural to itself. It can thus emit light 
of definite quality or qualities, and no other. If vibrations in 
the ether of such a quality fall on it, they can set it in motion, 
and it will absorb them ; but if vibrations of a dififerent quality 
fall on it, they will not influence it, and will not be absorbed 
by it. Just in the same way, a stretched string will emit a 
definite note, that is, of a definite vibration-frequency ; and if 
this note is sounded near it, that is, if vibration of this frequency 
is produced in the air, the string is set in motion, but a different 
note will not, as a rule, affect the string. 

Attempts have been made to explain, on mechanical grounds, 
some other facts connected with spectra. Thus to explain 
why a gas should give a line spectrum, but a solid body a 
continuous one : the gas molecules have definite frequencies 
with which they vibrate. They are seldom in contact with 
each other, and their collisions do not much inSuence their 
rales of vibration. When the molecules are crowded together, 
however, their natural vibrations are interfered with, and the 
vibrations which they emit into space are of all frequencies. 
Again, starting with a gas in a state of great tenuity, it gives a 
line spectrum, the molecules all vibrating, practiodly always, 
in their natural periods. But as the pressure increases, that is, 
as the molecules ate more crowded together, the collisions 
become more frequent, and the vibrations of the molecules 
more and more affected by them. Or, on greatly increasing 
the temperature, the velocities of the molecules increase, and 
so does the frequency of the collisions. In either case, then, 
the vibrations emitted cease to be of so definite a character ; 
the quality of the light is more complicated, and the lines 
widen. 

Bunsen and I^rchhoff, who were among the first to study 
this subject with care, showed, in 1855, how the spectra emitted 
by substances could be used for their detection ; and pointed 
out what extremely minute quantities could be detected with 
certainty by this method. All the alkaline metals, for example, 
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give characteristic spectra which are easily obtaioable from 
salts of them, and which are very useful in detecting their 
presence This method of determining the presence of a 
substance is called spectnun analysis. 

One of the chief results to which spectrum analysis has 
led has been the investigation of the constitution of the atmo- 
spheres of the sun and other heavenly bodies. The pure 
spectrum obtained from the sun is not continuous, but is 
crossed by a multitude of dark lines. These lines were closely 
observed by Fraunhofer, and are called Fraunhofer's lines. 
These lines have been denoted by letters of the alphabet, 
beginning with A in the red, by which they are generally 
known. Thus there is a double line called the D line in the 
yellow, exactly coinciding with the double line given by sodium 
vapour. They are due to absorption. The radiation coming 
from the intensely hot body of the sun has to pass through the 
sun's atmosphere, which is colder, and our own atmosphere, 
before reaching the spectroscope. The bodies which it en- 
counters in a state of vapour exercise their characteristic 
absorptions, and so produce the dark lines. Kirchh off employed 
these lines to detect the presence of certain substances in the 
sun's atmosphere. Thus he found that it contains iron. For 
on observing the solar spectrum, and the line spectrum of iron 
side by side in the same spectroscope (as may be done by using 
the reflecting prism over half of the slit), he saw the bright lines 
in the latter exactly coincide with some of the dark lines in the 
former. In the same way, sodium and other metals are found 
in the sun's atmosphere. On the other hand, it may be infened 
with tolerable certainty that certain terrestrial substances are 
wanting in the sun's atmosphere. Hydrogen is present ; and 
it forms the extreme outside layer, as may be shown by directing 
the slit of the spectroscope to the extreme edge of the sun's 
disc, when the brigfU lines of hydrogen are seen. 

DoppIer'B Principle. — When light falls on the eye or 
the spectroscope, the colour and the refrangibility depend 
upon the vibration-frequency, or number of vibrations arriving 
per second Now, suppose a source of light to be in motion 
relatively to the spectroscope (say, moving towards it). The 
number of vibrations received per second will not be the same 
as the number emitted by the source, but in the case of 
relative approach it will be greater ; just as the note received 
from the whistle of an approaching steam-engine is higher 
than when the steam.engine is stationary, and for the same 
reason. If V is the velocity of light, and v the relative 
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velocity of approach or of retreat, the number of vibrations 
received per second will be equal to the number emitted by 

V± zr 
the source multiplied by the fector — ^r~. 

If, then, there are absorption lines in the spectrum of a 
star, and it has a considerable velocity of approach or retreat 
relatively to the earth, the period of the vibrations in these 
lines will be altered, and they will appear to be slightly dis- 
placed from their usual places in the spectrum. The spectrum 
will give coloured parts cxacdy coinciding with the parts .of 
the same colour of any other spectrum with which it may be 
compared, because colour is determined when refrangibility is. 
Only all the absorption lines will be seen to be a litde displaced, 
that is, to correspond to slightly different colours. If, then, 
all the lines are nearly in the same positions as known bright 
lines, but all displaced a little in the same sense, we may 
infer that those lines are due to the presence of known 
substances in the star, and that their displacement is due to 
motion of the star. The amount of displacement enables a 
rough estimate to be made of the relative approach or retreat 
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When light falls on certain substances, such as sulphate of 
quinine or uranium glass, they exhibit a peculiar bluish colour, 
which seems to penetrate some way below the surface. This 
is called fluoreacenoe. When light has produced this effect 
in a substance on passing through it, it cannot act in the 
same way again on more of the same substance. Light of 
certain qualities has been absorbed to produce the fluorescence, 
and the remainder has passed through. To examine what 
qualities of light are more effective for the purpose, a spectrum 
may be cast on a screen, and a piece of a fluorescent substance 
moved along the spectrum. Thus if a test-tube of sulphate of 
quinine is held in the light, and moved up the spectrum from 
the red end, it shows no peculiarity till the blue is reached, 
when the peculiar shimmer exhibited in sunlight appears, 
and increases as it is moved further along, remaining till the 
substance has been carried to some distance beyond the 
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extreme visible violet of the spectrum. Oth^ fluorescent 
substances would show similar results. Thus it is the rays of 
the blue end and ultra-violet rays which produce fluorescence. 
In these experiments prisms of quartz should be used to 
produce the spectrum, because glass absorbs a good deal of 
the ultra-violet radiatioa 

To explain the cause of the phenomenon; consider that 
when radiation falls on a body, in general the effect is to 
heat it up, so that in a short time the body begins to radiate 
heat, that is, to emit radiation of long waves, longer than 
those which it has absorbed In the same way, a fluorescent 
substance performs some sort of absorption of the rays of 
great refrangibihty (short wave-length) that fall upon it, and 
emits them afler transforming the radiation, as light of less 
re&angibility. This light, however, as the spectroscope would 
show, is not homogeneous. 

The phenomenon of fluorescence has been applied to the 
study of the ultra-violet part of the solar spectrum. Sir John 
Herschcl threw the spectrum on turmeric paper, and, in con- 
sequence of the fluorescence of the paper, observed a pro- 
longation of the spectrum on the violet end. Dark lines, 
similar to the Fraunhofer lines, were observed in this part of 
the spectrum. 

Connected with this is the phenomenon of phoaphores- 
cenoe, A substance which continues to emit light after light 
has ceased to fall upon it, is said to phosphoresce. The 
sulphides of calcium and strontium, in particular, phosphoresce 
for a very long time — several hours. It can be shown that 
phosphorescent light of a given quality has always been 
produced by light of shorter wave-length. This may be done 
by throwing a spectrum on a screen covered with phos- 
phorescent material, and observing the colours when the 
light is cut off. It is the rays of high refrangibility that 
produce phosphorescence. The rays of low refrangibility 
cannot produce it, but if a substance is only faintly luminous 
by phosphorescence, these rays will excite it, and cause the 
substance to glow more brilliantly for a time, but to cease to 
glow altogether more quickly than if they had not (alien on 
it, that is, they hasten the emission of the phosphorescent 
light 

The character of the light emitted by a phosphorescent 

substance when illuminated by various qualities of light may 

be observed by the following experiment : Throw a horizontal 

spectrum (with vertical prismsj on a phosphorescent screen. 
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Look at this spectrum through a prism with its refiactiDg 
edge hoiizontaL If the screen were not phosphorescent, each 
part of the spectrum, emitting light of a definite quality, would 
simply appear to be displaced vertically by a definite amount 
depending on the position of that part in the spectrum, that 
is, on the refrangibility of its light But each part will emit 
light of refrangibilities equal to and less than that which falls 
on it Thus each part will give a vertical spectrum limited on 
the side of greater refrangibility by light of the colour which 
falls on it 

In some substances which show phosphorescence the 
duration is very short To study the time that it lasts, 
Becquerel has invented the phosphoroscope. The body is 
placed between two discs each having a series of apertures 
that comes opposite it as they rotate. Through the apertures 
in one disc it receives light, and through the others it can be 
observed ; but it is hidden from view while light is falling 
on it By suitably adjusting the discs, the interval between 
illuminating and observing the body can be made very small ; 
and phosphorescence has thus been observed in a great many 
substances. 

Anomalous DiaperaioiL^Most transparent substances, 
like glass, have higher refrangibility for light the shorter the 
wave-length, and so form spectra of white light in which the 
various colours have definite relative positions. For all 
substances, however, the refrangibility does not increase with 
the wave-length. Some substances produce spectra in which 
certain colours appear in unusual positions. Iodine vapour, 
for instance, has a greater refrangibility for red than for violet 
light The anomalous dispersion of a substance may be 
observed by making it into the form of a prism and passing 
white light through it, and observing this light by means of 
a glass prism whose edge is held at right angles to that of 
the first. The light which in the spectrum formed by the 
first prism has an unusual position will be seen through the 
second to be broken away from the rest and to form an 
isolated patcK 

The subject has been examined by Kundt He finds that 
anomalous dispersion is shown by all substances showing 
sttrface colotirs, that is, appearing of a different colour by 
reflected from what they do by transmitted light. All such 
substances possess strong internal absorption for certain 
colours. The aniline dyes possess these properties. Kundt 
has found that, in such a substance, near to an absorption 
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band, the reftangibility of light just below, that is, on the red 
side of it, is abnonnally increased, and ttiat of light just above, 
on the blue side, is abnonnally diminished. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

RAINBOWS. HALOS. 

The phenomenon of the rainbow admits of a tolerably simple 
explanation on the principles of geometrical optics. It is 
caused by the sun's rays falling on rain-drops, and being 
deviated by them through reflexion and refraction to the eye 
of the observer. Each drop of water, in falling, takes, on 
account of the mutual attractions of its various particles, such 
a form that the area of its surface is the least possible. This 
form is that of a sphere. We shall have to consider, then, the 
action which a sphere of water will exert on rays of light 
which fall upon it 

Sometimes there are seen in the sky, besides the most pro- 
minent rainbow, others of greater angular radius and less 
brilliancy. It is the first-mentioned which we shall first con- 
sider. It is called the primary rainbow. It is formed by light 
which is refracted into the rain-drops, undergoes one internal 
reflexion, and is then refracted out again. An assemblage of 
parallel rays of light coming from the sun at S (Fig. zai), and 
filing on a spherical drop with its centre at O, will, after each 
undergoing one internal reflexion, proceed in various directions 
to points E, E', E", etc If there is a large assemblage of 
drops, they will all behave in the same way towards the light 
filing on them ; and to an eye at a fixed point, E, light will he 
sent along lines parallel to these directions from diflTerent 
drops. It appears, then, that the whole of the space occupied 
by drops capable of thus diverting the light to the observer's 
eye will seem to be illuminated But we shall now see that 
much more light is sent in certain directions than in any others. 
For consider all the rays in the plane of the paper (supposed 
to contain the centre of the drop) which have a definite direc- 
tion ; that is, coming from S, and falling on the drop. Each 
of these undergoes, through two refractions and one internal 
reflexion, a definite amount of deviation from its original 
direction. The ray which meets the drop normally, at A, is 
deviated through two right angles. If we were to examine the 
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paths of all the rays in turn meeting the surface T U V . . .of 
the drop, we should find that the deviations which they undergo 
get smaller and smaller until a minimum is reached ; and, then 
as we go on to Z, the deviations increase again. Thus by the 




principle that when a quantity which is varying passes through 
a maximum or a minimum value, its variation is indefinitely 
small, it follows that a very large number of rays will emerge 
in or near to the direction of minimum deviation as compared 
with those in any other direction. The chief effect produced 
on the eye, therd'ore, is by the rays which undergo minimum 
deviation. If E denotes the position of an observer's eye, anil 
any drop such that the line S O, drawn from the sun, makes 
an angle with O £ equal to the angle of minimum deviation, 
the observer will receive a considerable quantity of light from 
all drops situated in the same way as O. These drops all lie 
on the surface of a cone having a line through E parallel to 



S O as axis, and a serai-vertical angle equal to S O E. Thus 
a circular arc of light will be seen, whose centre is at the point 




in the sky immediately opposite to the sun, and thercfoie 
below the horizon, and whose angular radius is equal to the 
angle of minimum deviation. 

Hitherto no account has been taken of differences of 
refrangibility of the simple constituents of the sun's rays. 
But since the refrangibility varies ft-om'one colour to another, 
the minimum deviations, depending on refrangibility, will also 
be different It is for this reason that the appearance is not 
a simple circle of white light, but a group of concentric circles 
of various colours. The minimum deviation increases with 




the refrangibility, hence it is least for the red light and greatest 
for the violet. Therefore the angular radius of the red arc is 
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the greatest, and that of the violet the least ; or, at the top of 
the arc the red is highest and the violet lowest. 

The value of the minimum deviation for a given valae of ju, 
and for rays which have undergone one internal reflexion, may 
be found as follows : Let i and r denote the angles of incidence 
and refraction of any ray, and D the deviation of it Then, 
by the accompanying figure, we easily see that — 

D = w - FOR + 2/ 

The snaall variation of this quantity must vanish for a small 
variation of /', where we have also the condition — 

sin I = /I sin r. 

If, then, di, dr are corresponding indefinitely small varia- 
tions of ( and r, we must have^ 

o = — 4j/r + %di, 

or di = %dr ; 

and cos idi = ficos rdr, 

.". a cos I = /I cos r. 

And sin t = >x sin r, 

.'. 4 cos' i + sin' i = /i' ; 



From this we can find i', and so r and D. The angular 
radius of the corresponding arc which is seen is, of course, 
a-- D. 

The angular radii of the red and violet arcs thus found are, 
according to Glazebrook, 42° a' and 40" 17'. 

If rays have undergone any number, «, of internal reflexions, 
we should easily find that the deviation is given by — 

D = „("■ - »0 + <' - '■) 
= mr - 2(« + i)r + 2». 

From this we can find, as above, the value of the deviation 
whose small variation vanishes as compared with that of i\ 
that is, the maximum or minimum deviation, and hence that 
of the angular radius of the arc produced. 

We luve seen that light can readi the eye aflcr one 
internal reflexion, and after undergoing any deviation between 
the minimum and iSo° Thus, although much more light is 
received after undergoing the minimum than any other amount 
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of deviation, yet some is received at other and larger devia- 
tions ; that is, from rain-drops lying within the bow ; and the 
space inside the bow appears rather brighter than that out- 
side it 

The colours of the rainbow are not pure spectral colours ; 
for, on account of the finite angular diameter of the sun, the 
rays coming from it are not all parallel; and so rays of a given 
refrangibility would not produce a single luminous circular line 
in the sky, but a number of such circles having their centres 
opposite to the various points of the sun ; and the aggregate 
of these would be a band of light of the form of a circular arc 
of a finite angular breadth. In the rainbow we have the super- 
position of such bands formed by the lights of various colours 
in slightly different positions ; and these overlap, or encroach 
on, each other. 

The secondary rainbow is formed by light which has under- 
gone two internal reflexions. Light which has undergone two 
internal reBexions is deviated by more than two right angles, 
and of this light the rays which undergo minimum deviation 
reach the eye in far greater number than any others. Here, 
too, the value of the minimum deviation increases with the 




refrangibility, and that for the violet light is greatest, and for 
the red least. But, as these deviations are between two and 
three right angles, it follows that the emergent rays of violet 
l^ht which have undergone minimum deviation make a greater 
acute angle with the rays from the sun than such emergent 
rays of red light Hence in the secondary rainbow the violet 
ring is outermost, and the red innermost. The values of the 
minimum deviations of the red and violet rays, in this case, 
are as- — 129° 20' and 2ir — 125° 48'. So that the angular 
radii of the arcs of red and violet light are 50° 40' and 54° i zj. . 
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Since some light reaches the eye at other deviatioos greater 
than these, it follows that the part of the sky outside this bow 
will be to some extent illuminated by light that has undergone 
two internal reflexions. Thus, from what we have already seen 
about the primary bow, the part of the sky between the two 
bows will be darker than that within the primary or without 
the secondary. 

Of the other bows, formed by three, four, five, etc., internal 
reflexions, the third and fourth are in that part of the sky which 
lies towards the sun, and are thus rendered invisible by the sun's 
light The fifth is fonned away from the sun, but so much 
light is lost in five internal reflexions that it is seldom visible. 

This is the elementary geometrical theory of the rainbow. 
It does not suffice to explain all the phenomena observed ; for 
the primary bow frequently appears accompanied by several 
others formed inside and close to it, and which rapidly become 
less and less brilliant as we pass away from the primary. These 
are called BUpemiunerary bowa. Their explanation was 
first attempted, on the principles of the wave theory, by Young, 
and has been fully given by Sir G. B. Airy. 

In the elementary theory no account is taken of the differ- 
ences in phase of the rays proceeding on emergence from a 
water-drop. We have supposed that their effects are merely 
superposed ; whereas we 
know that their combined 
•D effect will depend, not 
.r only on the rays them- 
selves, but on their phase- 
'* differences as well. Now, 
h if we consider the rays 
emerging from the drop 
in various directions, and 
take account of their phases, it is found that, if O A is the 
direction of minimum deviation, a maximum of effect is pro- 
duced in a direction O B, slightly above O A, and there is a 
series of other maxima, all smaller than the first, and rapidly 
decreasing, in directions O B, O C, etc^, while below O A there 
is no maximum, but the effect rapidly falls off. For a given 
quality of light, then, the observer's eye is in a position to 
receive the first maximum of effect from certain drops, the 
second from others lying insiie these, the third from others, 
and so on. And with the composite light from the sun we 
get the supernumerary bows, each of various colours, as well 
as the primary. 

L)in;«.,C00glc 



Halos. 327 

We see, further, that the full theory leads us to expect that 
the angular radius of the primary bow should be a little less 
than that given by the elementary tbeoiy. 

These results of the wave theory have been verified by 
experiment by measuring the angular radii of the primary and 
supernumerary bows formed by a stream of water-drops. 

Halos. 

These are luminous appearances which are sometimes seen 

surrounding the sun or the moon. The complete phenomenon 

is represented in the accompanying figure, which, as well as 

the explanation of halos, is taken from Jamin's " Cours de 



Physique." It is very seldom that the full appearance, as here 
represented, is seen at once, or even a great part of it ; it 
much more frequently happens that only a small part is to be 
seen. The phenomenon consists of (i) two circles, A A'; 
B B", with the sun or moon as centre, having angular radii of 
about 2 2° and 46°, and coloured, being red inside and violet 
outside ; (2) a bright horizontal line, BAA' B', which is really 
a portion ofavery large circle; (3) four spots of great brightness, 
at B, A, A', B', the points of intereciion of this line with the two 
circles, — these spots are sometimes called mock suns or moons ; 
(4) a bright vertical line, D C C D' ; (5) horizontal arcs touch- 
ing the circles at D, C, C, D'. 

The explanation of these appearances is due chiefly to 
Bravais. It is a much more simple explanation than, at fitst 
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sight, would appear to be necessaiy in the case of so complex 
a phenomenon. 

The atmosphere sometimes contains, and especially in the 
cold mornings of spring and autumn, numerous tiny ice-crystals, 

whose shape is that of a prism, of cross-section 

a regular hexagon, and with end faces at right 
angles to the sides, as shown in the figure. 
It is the action of these prisms on the light 
from the sun or moon that produces the 
phenomenon. 

Light falling on one of these prisms may 
enter and emerge at two faces inclined at 
60° such as A and B, or at two faces inclined 
at 90°, such as A and C. And of the light 
Fig. «7. acted on in this way much more proceeds in 

those directions for which the deviation is a 
minimum, in either case, than in any other direction, as in the 
case of the rainbows. The light undergoing minimum deviation 
between the faces inclined at 60° produces the smaller circles ; 
and light undergoing minimum deviation between the &ces 
inclined at 90° produces the larger circle. The colouring is 
due to the fact that the refractive index, and therefore also 
the minimum deviation, is greater for violet than for red 
light. 

To explain the horizontal and vertical lines, we must notice 
that the prisms, in falling tend on the whole to set themselves 
in the positions in which the least resistance is offered to their 
motion by the air. Now, among them there will be many 
which are very long as compared with their breadth, and these 
will tend to keep positions in which their side faces are vertical 
and their end faces horii»>Qtal ; and there will also be many 
which are very short as compared with their breadth, which 
are, in fact, hexagonal plates in shape ; and these will tend 
to keep their end faces vertical. Thus the prisms will present 
many vertical and many horizontal feces j the former of these, 
by reflexion of the light, produce the line B A A' B", and the 
latter, also by reflexion, the line D C C D*. 

From the points .\, A', B, B' a great quantity of light 
proceeds. At these points the circles and the horizontal line 
reinforce each other. But this is not alL Anywhere in the 
circles A A', B B* the light has undergone minimum deviation 
by refraction at two faces of a prism. And there will be a 
very large number of pairs of faces inclined at 60**, with 
refracting edge vertical, in a suitable position to produce tiie 
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spots A, A' ; and a very large number of psurs ioclined at 90", 
In a suitable position to produce the spots B, B', 

To account for the curves aa, li d. There is a great 
number of plates with their hexagonal faces vertical ; and thus 
presenting pairs of faces inclined to each other at 60° with 
their refracting edges, or the lines in which the pairs would 
meet if produced, turned in all horizoittal directions. The rays 
refracted at the pairs of faces in planes orthogonal to the 
refracting edges give rise to the light from the parts C, C. 
The rays which pass in sections oblique to the refracting edges 
are more deviated than those in orthogonal sections, and are 
also turned away further from the vertical planes in which tbey 
were before meeting the crystals. This accounts for the curva- 
tures of the bright strips aa,d a'. 

To account for the curves dd, d' d. There is a large 
□umber of prisms with end faces horizontal and sides vertical, 
thus presenting pairs of faces inclined at 90° with refracting 
edges turned in all horizontal directions. I'he rays refracted 
at these pairs of faces, some in sections orthogonal to the 
refracting edges, some in-sections more or less oblique lo them, 
give rise to the curves dd, d'd. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE EYE. 

The human eye is a ball of nearly spherical shape, capable of 
being turned about in its socket. Its outer shell, D, is com- 
posed of a hard white substance, and is called the sclerotic 
coat. The part of this that is seen between tlie eyelids is 
what is called the *' white of the eye." In the front of the 
sclerotic is an aperture to admit the light, which is dosed by 
the hard transparent substance P, called the cornea ; this is 
in shape like a very convex watch-glass, and its material 
resembles horn. The sclerotic is lined with a thin membrane 
called the choroid coat, which is made very black and 
opaque by means of a pigment which saturates it. Through 
the sclerotic and the choroid the optic nerve, N, enters the 
eye from the brain. 

Inside the choroid is the portion of the eye which is sensitive 
to light. This is the retina. It is a delicate, almost trans- 
parent, membrane, in which the numerous fine filaments of the 
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optic nerve spread out and end by being connected, first with 
ganglion-cells like those of the brain, and next wJtb a number 
of minute bodies called rode and cones. The rods are minute 
cylinders, and the cones somewhat thicker and in shape like 



a flask. These are all closely packed on the outer sur&ce of 
the retina and perpendicular to it. and form there what is some- 
times called Jacob's membrane. It is on them alone that 
the light produces a direct action after traversing the other 
parts of the retina. 

The retina possesses the property of continuing to feel the 
effect of light which has acted upon it for a short time after 
the light has been removed. This property is generally spoken 
of as the persistence of impressions. It may be illustrated by 
many experiments. If a stick be taken from the fire with the 
end glowing, and whirled rapidly round, a bright circle, and 
not a single bright spot changing its position, will be perceived. 
Maxwell's colour-top for combining colours by making them 
the sectors of a rotating disc depends on this property. The 
duration of the sensation after the light has been cut off from 
a given part of (he retina depends on the intensity of the light ; 
it may amount to a considerable fraction of a second. 

In the front of the eye is the crystalline lena, C. The 
function of this is to throw a real image of an external object 
on the retina. This lens is double convex, being more curved 
behind, or towards the inside of the eye. It is not homo- 
geneous, but its density and refractive index increase from the 
surface to the middle. This tends to diminish its spherical 
aberration, since, inahomogeneouslem with spherical surfaces. 
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the marginal rays are more convergent than the central ones. 
At the same time, abeiratioa of the marginal rays is by no 
means entirely absent This may be shown by the following 
simple experiment : Let an object, such as a printed page, be 
brought just too near to the eye for it to be seen distinctly. 
If now a piece of paper pierced with a pin-hole be placed close 
in front of the eye, the part of the object in the centre of the 
field of view may be seen quite distinctly with all its details, 
although it will appear less bright than before. Hence the 
rays which come from any point of it and pass through the 
pin-hole are brought to a true focus on the retina, although all 
the rays from this point which reached the lens before could 
not be so focussed. It follows that the rays which pass through 
the middle of the lens are more convergent than those which 
pass through the marginal portions. 

In front of the crystalline lens is the iris, II, a diaphragm 
pierced with a circular aperture called the pupil, which 
admits light to only a portion of the lens close round its 
optic axis. The size of the pupil accommodates itself to the 
brightness of the objects looked atj but this action is not 
immediate, —it takes some seconds for it to be accomplished. 
If one goes from bright sunlight into a comparatively dark 
room, objects may be at first invisible, uid after a little while 
become pretty easily discernible as the pupil dilates to suit 
the altered conditions of hght. On the other hand, when one 
goes from a dark room into the sunlight, things appear at first 
to be of a dazzling brightness which is painful to the eyes. 

The pupils of some animals, such as cats, consist, in bright 
light, of narrow vertical slits, which are capable of dilatmg 
considerably in the dark, or if the animal is alarmed or other- 
wise excited. This explains the facility with which these 
iinimals see in places where there is very lillle UghL 

The crystalline lens has the power of atcommodalion for 
various distances of the object looked at. This is accomplished 
by alteraiion of the curvatures of its surfaces, and hence of its 
focal length. The alteration of curvature is effected by means 
of a muscle, A A, going round the rim of the lens, and called 
the ciliary muscle. The nearer an object is to ihe eye, the 
shorter has the focal length of the lens to be in order to form 
an image on the retina ; hence the greater must the curvature 
be, and the more must the muscle be contracted. In the case 
of a normal eye, when the muscle is not in action, the eye is 
adapted for viewing infinitely distant objects, or for bringing 
a parallel pencil of light to a focus on the retina. 

Gooi^lc 
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Sappose O to be a bright point, too near to the e^e to be 
seen distinctly. Let a piece of paper bs pierced with two 
pin-holes, a, b, and held between O and the eye ; a and b being 
near enough tt^ether to allow light from O to enter the pnpil 




through both at the same time. Now, the crystalline lens, C, 
would fonn an image of O behind the retina, R ; and if the 
paper screen is not used, the rays going to form this image will 
meet a large part of the retina, and O will not be seen distinctly. 
But when the screen is interposed, two very narrow pencils from 
O meet the retina in two places, A and B, of veiy small extent, 
and two pretty distinct images of O are seen. A small bright 
object, such as a pin-head on which the light is shining, may 
serve as object, and two images of it will be seen. If, instead 
of two holes in the screen, we pierce several, just as many 
images of the object will be seen. If the object is gradually 
moved away, the images approach each other, and at last coin- 
cide when the object is at the least distance of distinct vision 
from the eye: I then is formed on K. 

Between the cornea and the crystalline lens is a transparent 
fluid called the aqueouB hnmoor. And in the ball of the 
eye, between the crystalline lens and the retina, is a trans- 
parent jelly called the vitreous humonr. 

In the retina, almost opposite the middle of the crystalline 
lens, is a spot called the yellow spot, in the centre of which 
there is a slight depression called the fovea centralis, or pit 
of the retina. It is here that vision is most exact ; and when an 
object is directly looked at, the eye is turned so that the image 
of the object is formed on this depression. Here the cones 
are smaller and more closely packed ; and no nerve-filaments 
or blood-vessels pass across the pit. The distance between 
two points can be distinguished, if looked at directly, when 
they subtend an angle of i' at the eye; for this corresponds 
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to the distance between two cones in the yellow spot Thus 
two visible or bright objects, an inch apart, and xaa yards 
distant, can be distin^ished from each other. 

The yellow spot is less sensitive to weak light than the 
suTTOimdmg parts of the retina. For this reason, if stars of 
small brilliancy, such as the Pleiades, are looked at a little 
obliquely, they produce a more brilliant effect than if viewed 
directly. 

The part of the retina where the optic nerve enters the ball 
of the eye is not sensitive to light, because there the rods and 
cones are wanting. This spot is called the blind spot. It 
is situated a little to the inside of the centre of the retina, or 
yellow spot The blind spot is about large enough to conceal 
an object an inch in diameter held at a distance of ten inches 
from the eye. It may be recognized by the following experi- 
ment : Make a black mark — a circular black spot of one inch 
diameter, say ; hold this at about a foot from the eye, and then 
run the eye along the paper from the mark horizontally inwards, — 
that is, if using the left eye, to the right j if the right eye, to the 
left When the eye reaches a point about three intjies from 
the spot, this disappears, and comes into view again on looking 
still further along. 

Besides the blind spot, there are other parts of the retina 
which do not perceive light This is caused by the blood- 
vessels crossing the retina. 

It may be bought that the blind spot would form a serious 
inconvemence ; but, on the contrary, its existence is not, as 
a rule, perceived, and can only be recognized by some such 
experiment as that which has been described. Indeed, it was 
not known that such a spot existed until Mariotte made special 
ocperiments to determine the condition of the eye as regards 
sensitiveness to light at the place where the choroid and Jacob's 
membrane are wanting. This he did to ascertain whether it is 
the choroid or the retina that perceives light ; but, of course, 
we know that such experiments would be inconclusive, because 
at this spot the sensitive portion of the retina is absent as well 
as the choroid 

From what has gone before, we see that the picture of 
external objects which is formed on the retina is clear and 
distinct in all its details only in one very limited portion, 
namely, the part formed on the yellow spot The rest is, as 
it were, only roughly indicated ; and has besides one la^e gap 
in it corresponding to the blind spot, and several smaller ones. 
Hence there can be obtained at once a clear impression of 

c;oo3ic 
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onl]r a very limited portion of what is looked at, that portion, 
namely, towards which the gaze is directed. Of the rest, some 
is seen indistinctly, and portions not at all But it is the por- 
tion towards which the eyes are directed that the attention is 
for the time concentrated upon, and that portion is all that we 
wish to see distinctly at once. What we see of the rest is 
enough to give us an idea of how the part we are gazing at 
is situated relatively to it. And that the whole is not seen 
with equal distinctness at once is amply made up for by the 
facility with which the eyes can be turned from point to point. 
The gaps in the picture are no impediment to vision, for, as 
we have seen, their very existence cannot be recognized with- 
out the help of special experiments. Further, it is possible 
that the mere muscular exertion, slight as it is, of turning the 
eyes from one point to another, assists in directing the attention 
to a new object. 

ABtlgmatiam. — A small pencil of light entering the eye 
is acted on by the optical arrangement formed of the cornea, 
the crystalline lens, and the aqueous and vitreous humours ; 
and such a pencil will only be brought to a trae geometrical 
focus in the vitreous humour, or at its boundary, that is, on the 
retina, if this arrangement is symmetrical about an axis, and 
the pencil p^eses along it ; otherwise it gives rise to an astig- 
matic pencil with two focal lines formed at different distances 
behind the crystalline lens. Now, in most eyes there is some 
want of symmetry in the optical arrangement ; the curvatures 
of tlie cornea and lens may be different in different directions, 
or there may be some want of centring of the cornea with 
respect to the lens. In the normal eye the errors are not 
sufficient to produce any appreciable effect. But if these 
errors arc excessive, indistinct vision is caused. The most 
obvious practical result of this defect is that two intersecting 
rectangular straight lines (namely, those parallel to the focal 
lines of the astigmatic pencil produced) could both be seen 
distinctly, but not at the same tima 

To remedy this defect, cylindrical spectacles are employed, 
in which the surfaces of each lens are portions of large 
cylinders with axes parallel to each other. Such a lens would 
render a pencil with a point-focus astigtaatic. If a lens, then, 
is selected capable of producing the proper amount of astig- 
matism, and held before the eye in the proper position (that 
is, with the axes of its surfaces parallel to the more distant 
focal line of the astigmatic pencil that would be formed in the 
eye), it will produce such a degree of astigmatism in an 
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incident pencil that this will give rise to a pencil with a point- 
focus in ^e vitreous humour. 

Cliromatism. — The eye is not free from chromatic aber- 
ration ; but this defect is not perceived with ordinary light, 
because the rays of intermediate refrangibihty are so much 
brighter than the extreme ra^. It can, however, be demon- 
strated by the following experiment described by Helmholtz : 
Take a piece of glass coloured with cobalt oxide. This cuts 
off the middle part of the spectrum, and lets through only red 
and blue light Look through this at a bright light, such as 
a street-lamp, from a distance. There will be seen a red flame 
surrounded by a bluish-violet halo. 

The chromatic aberration of the eye may also be recognized 
by the following simple experiment : Look at a narrow bright 
object, such as a gas-flame seen edgeways from some distance. 
Now place a screen (the hand will do) close in front of the 
eye, with its edge parallel to the object, and so as just not to 
conceal it. This will cause the light from the object to enter 
through the side of the pupil only. The rays will then be 
deviated by different amounts— the blue mos^ the red least 
The blue rays will go towards the side of the retina on which 
is the image of the edge of the object turned away from the 
stxeen ; and this edge will appear to be coloured blue. The 
other edge will be coloured red. 

The same thing can be shown in a slightly different 
manner by looking at a window bounded by a straight-edge, 
and holding a finger close in front of the eye, and so that the 
image of its edge comes close up to that of the edge of the 
window. A bluish or a reddish ringe will be perceived along 
the edge of the window, according as the finger is held so 
as nearly to cut off the view of the window or of the wall 
bounding it 

The image, formed on the retina, of an object looked at 
is an inverted one; but it is the impression of an erect image 
that is always conveyed to the brain. This has frequently been 
felt as a difficulty in the theory of vision. But it is to be 
observed that the picture on the retina gives an accurate 
impression of the relative distances from each other of the 
parts of the object looked at and the parts of the observer, 
such as his hands, which are to be seen in the field of 
view; and it is a matter of experience which part of the 
picture corresponds to above and which to below. The 
retina has learnt by experience where to expect to feel the 
effect of the upper part of an object, and where that of the 
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lower. Further than this, so far as we know how the impres- 
sions are conveyed from the retina to the brain, there is no 
more reason to expect the impression of an invened picture 
than that of an erect one. 

When one looks at an object, the crystalline lenses must be 
focussed for the distance of the object, and the optic axes 
of the two eyes must be directed towards it, the degree of 
convergence of the axes increasing with the nearness of the 
object These two circumstances afford the means of forming 
an estimate of the distance of the object, when the distance 
is not very great ; but, for great distances, both the focussing 
of the lens aud the convergence of the eyes are practically nit, 
and thus do not assist in forming an estimate of the distance^ 
Of course, it frequently happens that other circumstances help 
one in judging a distance, such as seeing objects of approxi- 
mately known dimensions in the field of view. 

Here may be mentioned the errors sometimes made with 
regard to the sizes of object, when circumstances lead to 
their distances being wrongly estimated. Thus in a clear 
mountain atmosphere, distant mountains are thought to be 
nearer than they are, and consequently are judged to be 
smaller than they are. And objects seen in a fog sometimes 
appear to be of enormous dimensions, because, being seen in- 
distinctly, they are thought to be further off than they are. 

Binocalar yislon.— If we look at a group of objects 
with one eye, the appearance perceived is very much like that 
of a flat picture of the object, only that the eye can form some 
estimate of the distances by means of the focussing of the 
crystalline lens. But if both eyes are used, the case is quite 
different. We now appreciate much more clearly the solidity 
or depth of the field ; and this is the great advantage of 
vision with two eyes over vision with one. It must be noticed, 
in the first place, that, though a picture is formed on each 
retina, yet only one impression is conveyed to the brain. To 
each point in one retina there is a eorraBponding point 
in the other j and when the two images of an object are formed 
at corresponding points, as is in general the case, the pictures 
produced overlap, and only one is perceived. Now, in looking 
at a solid object with both eyes — for instance, the hand held 
edgeways in front of the face — it is not quite the same picture 
that is perceived by the two, because they see it from different 
points of view. But if it were a flat picture of the object that 
is viewed, the two appearances presented would be the same 
(except for slight differences of the distances of the various 



The Eye. 337 

parts). Hence, if we consciously compared the pictures 
formed on the two retinje, we should infer the solidity of 
the object ; and this is the impression unconsciously conveyed 
to the brain. When the two eyes are directed towards one 
of the objects in the field, there will be formed double images 
of other objects, that is, images not at corresponding points 
of the retinje. If a finger is held up before the wall, to the 
two eyes it will be seen to cover two different parts of the 
wall ; or, if the wall be looked at, two indistinct and shadowy 
images of the finger will be observed before different parts 
of it This, however, forms no obstacle to distinct vision : the 
object which is directly looked at forms a single picture for 
the brain. The pictures of the other objects are formed on 
parts of the retina where they are not so distinctly seen ; and 
their being double merely creates the impression of solidity 
In the whole field of view. 

The stereoscope is an apparatus by means of which the 
combined action of the two eyes in viewing solid objects is 
well illustrated. Two photographs of an object or group of 
objects, are taken from slightly different points of view — the 
positions that the two eyes may occupy in looking at it 
These are then viewed, one by each eye, so that each eye 



obtains just the same view that it would have of the actual 
object. The essential part of the stereoscope which enables 
this to be done properly consists of two prisms of small 
refracting angle, which are placed before the eyes with the 

floogic 
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refracting edge turned inwards, so that each photf^raph appears 
somewhat displaced towards the other, and the images of 
the two, as seen through the two prisms, overlap ; also the 
surfaces of the prisms are slightly convex, so that they also 
act as convergent lenses, and produce magnified images 
of the photographs at a greater distance than these from the 
eyes. The accompanying figures represent the stereoscope 
and a cross-section of its two prisms. 

If the stereoscopic views of a solid geometrical figure, such 
as a cube, be placed in the apparatus, so that the view for 
the right eye comes be- 
fore the left, and via 
versd, then the impres- 
sion obtained will be 
'"" '^'' that of a hollow figure, 

for each eye then actually gets the view it would have if the 
two looked directly at a hollow figure. A soUd cube standing 
on a flat surface would appear like a hollow cubical recess let 
inlo the surface. 
■ When the normal eye is at rest, that is, when the ciliary 
muscle is not acting to increase the convergence and diminish 
the focal length of the crystalline lens, it is focussed for infinite 
vision, or parallel rays of light coming along the optic axis 
will be brought to a focus on the yellow spot Aiid such 
an eye can with ease bring to a focus on the yellow spot a 
pencil of light coming from a point at any distance between 
infinity and about ten inches before the eye. That is, the eye 
can see distinctly objects at all distances between these limits ; 
that is to say, the images formed are distinct, and not blurred, 
but they will, of course, if the objects are too far off, be too 
small for details to be distinguished. When an eye cannot 
adjust itself for viewing objects at such distances, vision must 
be regarded as defective. The defects are of two sorts, 
according as the eye cannot see objects which are far off or 
those which are close to it 

Some eyes cannot bring a parallel pencil to a focus on the 
retina. Even when the eye is quite at rest, its focal length 
is too short, and the focus of such a pencil is formed in front 
of the retina ; or we may say that the retina is too far away, 
from the lens. This defect generally diminishes with advancing 
age. It is called myopia, or myopy, or, in ordinary language, 
" short-sightedness." To correct it, we must notice that the 
eye can only adapt itself for tolerably divergent pencils ; and 
for viewing a distant object, that is, for receiving pencils 
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of little divergence, a divergent or concave lens must be used. 
Hence the use of concave spectacles and eyeglasses by the 
short-sighted. An eye having this defect can generally see 
distinctly objects much closer to it than the least distance of 
distinct vision for normal eyes. 

Some eyes cannot see distinctly objects which are near. 
For them the difficulty arises that when an object (such as 
a printed page) is held far enough off to form a true image 
on the retina, this image is too small for its details to be 
recognized. Such an eye is incapable of bringing to a focus 
on the retina a pencil coming from a point at the ordinary 
least distance of distinct vision. The focal length cannot 
be made short enough by the action of the ciliary muscle. 
This defect generally comes on or increases with advancing 
age. It is due to a hardening of the crystalline lens ; so that 
the ciliary muscle is unable to give it sufficient curvature and 
a small enough focal length. It is called presbyopia, 
presbyopy, or presbytia, or, in ordinary language, "long- 
sightedness." To correct it, notice that the eye cannot adapt 
itself for a pencil of much divergence; thus these pencils 
must be made less divergent, and a converging or convex lens 
must be used. Hence the use of convex spectacles by the 
long-sighted. 

For a person short- or long-sighted, if we know the greatest 
.or the least distance of distinct vision, it is a matter of simple 
calculation, from the formula for thin lenses in combination, 
to calculate with sufhcient accuracy the focal lengths of the 
spectacles required — in the first case to produce a combined 
focal length equal to infinity, and in the second equal to about 
ten inches, or whatever distances may be required. 

EXA.UPL&5. 

I. A screen with a small hole in it is held berore the eye, within the 
least distance of distinct vision, and against a good light. Between this 
and the eye, and very close to the eye, is held a very sma.ll object, such as 
a pin-head. A laige, blurred, and imia-ted image of the abject is seen. 
Explain this, giving a. diagram. 

a. The greatest distance at which a short-sighted person can see 
distinctly is z feet. What spectacles does he require so as to see 
objects at very great distances ? and if his least distance of distinct vision 
without the speclacles was 6 inches, vhat will it be wilh them ? 

3. Find what spectacles must be used by a person who cannot focus 
-i!--i -.J jIj^ij 2 fggj ju jij jg ijg gl,[g jQ |.g^j distinctly 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

RELATIONS BETWEEN LIGHT AND ELECTRICITY. 

We shall now point out some of the relations that exist 
between magnetic and electric actions on the one hand, and 
light on the other. 

Faraday discovered that if plane polarized light is passed 

through a transparent substance in a magnetic field, the plane 
of polarization is, as a rule, rotated. The rotation is greater 
the smaller the angle between the direction of the rays and 
the lines of force, and disappears when these two directions 
are at right angles. This action on light may be shown in the 
following manner : A strong electro-magnet is furni shed with 
pole-pieces having holes through them in a line with each 
other so as to aUow the light to pass. Between the poles 
is placed a piece of very dense glass, and two Nicols are 
placed in the path of a beam of light passing through the 
two holes and the glass, one on each aide of the arrangement 
Before making the current in the electro-magnet, the position 
of the second Nicol. is found for which, the light coming from 
the first is quenched. If, then, the current is established so 
that the glass is in a magnetic field, the light will reappear, and 
the second Nicol must be rotated to again extinguish it The- 
sense in which the plane is rotated depends upon the positive 
direction of the lines of force of the field. If the field is 
reversed, as may be done by reversing the current in the 
electro-magnet, the sense of rotation is reversed. Thus for 
light travelling along the lines of force one way the rotation 
is right-handed, and if it travels in the opposite way the rotation 
is lelt-handed. In this way a substance in a magnetic field 
behaves difierently from an ordinary rotating substance such 
as quarlz. From this property it follows that the rotation 
produced in a beam can be increased by reflecting it to and 
fro along the lines of force of the field. For suppose the 
beam is passed along the lines of force, and then reSected 
back and along again. If the rotation in the first path t^ 
right-handed, that in the second is left-handed, and therefore 
in the same sense in spaa as the first, and that in the third 
is again right-handed ; so that the entire amount of rotation 
is three times as much as for a sit^le passage through the 
medium. If the beam were reflected to and fro through a 
rotating substance such as quartz, the rotations would cut each 
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other out two and two, and the entire amount of rotation 
produced in the end, there being an odd number of passages, 
would be only that due to a single passage. 

Verdet has investigated the laws of the rotation of the 
plane of polarization in a magnetic field, and has found that 
it depends on the substance through which the light passes, 
and is proportional to the length that it traverses, to the 
intensity of the field, and to the cosine of the angle between 
the direction of the rays and that of the lines of force of the 
field. Putting the three last quantities together, we may say 
that the rotation produced- between any two points in a ray 
is proportional to the difference of magnetic potential between 
those points. 

Another action of magnetism on light was discovered by 
Dr. Kerr. If plane polarized light be reflected from the 
polished pole of a magnet, the plane of polarization is rotated. 
This -may be shown by using an electro-magnet. If, with the 
cuirent off, the position of the plane of polarization of the 
reflected beam is found, then when the current is started 
the plane is found to be rotated. 

Dr. Kerr also discovered that if a transparent insulating 
medium be subjected to a strong electrical stress, it becomes 
doubly refracting. This may be shown by passing a beam 
of plane polarized light through the medium in a direction 
at right angles to the electrical lines of force, when the beam 
will emerge elliptically polarized. 

Dr. Hertz of the University of Bonn, and other physicists, 
have performed numerous experiments on electrical vibrations, 
which show that these vibrations behave in many respects 
like those which constitute light. Consider first how such 
vibrations can be obtained. Suppose two oppositely charged 
electrical conductors to be brought near to each other; the 
space between and surrounding them is in a state of electrical 
stress. If the electrical difference of potential between the 
conductors be suddenly destroyed by discharging them to 
each other, the electrical stress is removed, and a wave of 
electrical displacement passes out into space, just as if a 
stretched string is pulled a little on one side at a certain 
point, and then this point suddenly let go. When the con- 
ductors are discharged to each other, however, this is not all 
that happens, but the electrical charge surges to and fro from 
one to the other, making several oscillations, gradually de- 
creasing in intensity till the potentials of the conductors are 
equalized. In consequence of this a series of waves of 
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electrical displacement passes out into space. The period 
of these waves, or the frequencj' with which they pass any 
given point in space, will depend upon the size, form, and 
general arraDgement of the conductors, the period being the 
same as that of the oscillations of the charges on the con- 
ductors. Now, if the conductors are continually charged and 
discharged, as may be done by connecting them to the 
terminals of an induction-coil, such series of waves follow 
each other in rapid succession. The waves being obtained 
in this way, the next step is to have some suitable apparatus 
for detecting their presence at any point in space. This is 
called a receiver. The one usually employed by Hertz was 
a ring of wire with a small air-gap, the size of the ring being 
adjusted so that the period of oscillation of a charge from 
one side of the gap to the other round the ring is the same 
as that of the viator, consisting of the arrangement of two 
conductors with a spark-gap between them. When the 
receiver is suitably placed and the size of the gap adjusted, 
it will show sparks on the passage of waves past it from the 
vibrator. 

The electrical waves will be reflected if they are made to 
fall on a conducting surface as on a sheet of metal fastened 
to the wall ; and by the help of this phenomenon the wave- 
length can be determined. For if the receiver is placed in 
the way of the direct and reflected waves, it is found that 
at certain points there is no sparking. This indicates a state 
of stationary vibration of which these points are the nodes, 
the distance between two consecutive ones being half of a 
wave-length. Again, ihe vibration-period is determined from 
the known constants of the apparatus. Thus the velocity of 
propagation is found. 

Other experiments have been made by Hertz and others, 
also depending on states of stationary vibration, to determine the 
velocity of propagation of electric disturbances along a wire. 

The best of these experiments have shown that electrical 
disturbances are propagated both in air and through wires 
(the propagation through a wire being really that through the 
space surrounding it) with a velocity which is, within the limits 
of experimental errors, the same as the velocity of light. 

We have noticed that the vibrations can be reflected from 
metallic surfaces ; and, by means of a curved mirror formed 
of sheel-metal, the spark-gap of the vibration being situated 
in the focus, the waves can be concentrated or gathered up 
along a definite direc^on, as in the case of lieht 



flight. 
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A^ain, by using a very large prism of pitch, Heitz found 
that the waves could be refracted through this substance, it 
being transparent to them, in the same way as lightwaves 
are irefracted through glass. 

Experiments indicate that the electtical vibrations are 
transverse to the line along which they travel, like those of 
light ; and indeed, since these vibrations are found to travel 
along a line at right angles to the spaik-gap, the manner in 
which they are generated indicate that they are transverse, 
for the action by which they are produced at the spark-gap is 
one which takes place at right angles to the line of propagation, 
and not in the line of propagation, as when sound-waves are 
generated- The receiver works best with its spark-gap parallel 
to that of the vibrator, aud shows no sparks at all when the 
two gaps are at right angles. This indicates that the action 
has reference to some plane through the line of propagation, 
and is not the same relatively to all such planes. Again, if a 
grating of parallel wires be placed in the way of the waves, it 
will produce no effect on them when the wires are at right 
angles to the spark-gap, but will intercept and reflect them 
when the wires are parallel to the spark-gap. 

All these experiments show a striking resemblance between 
light-waves and waves of electrical disturbance; and it is 
extremely probable that the two are just the same in kind, the 
only difference between them being the enormously greater 
frequency of vibration and shorter wave-length in the case of 
the light-waves than in the case of such electrical waves as 
have hitherto been produced by such experiments as we have 
noticed. The waves transmitted from a spark-gap may be 
compared with those of light in which the vibrations are all 
in the same direction ; that is, with those of polarized light. 

The velocity with which light-vibrations are transmitted 
through a medium is inversely proportional to its index of 
refraction, /*j that is, the index of refraction for vibrations of 
the given period. Let us consider on what the velocity of pro- 
pagation of electric vibrations will depend. The velocity of 
propagation through an elastic medium of a disturbance which 
consists of a displacement of part of it relatively to the neigh- 
bouring parts, is given by the formula V - \/ yr, D being the 
density of the material displaced, and E the elasticity which is 
called into play by the displacement. The elasticity which 
acts in the propagation of a transverse displacement is the 
rigidity. In the given case of electric vibrations the elaslJcity 
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is the electrical stress acting per unit of electrical displacement 
tTansversely to the line of propagation of the vibrations, or in 
the direction of the spark-gap. This quantity varies Ironi 
one medium to another according as the electrical inductive 
action for given electrical forces varies; that is, according 
as the specific inductive capacity varies. Now, according 
to Maxwell's theory, the specific inductive capacity, K, 
of a medium is simply proportional to the electric displace- 
ment, or strain, produced by a given stress. Thus Eoc — , 

And therefore V ec /^. Hence> as we pass from one medium 
to another we should expect to find, according to this reason- 
ing, that /I is proportional to v'K, Now, the constants /i and 
K for the standard medium, air under standard conditions, are 
both taken to be unity. Hence the relation between them for 
any medium whatever is ft = Vk. 

Maxwell supposed light to be an electro-magnetic action, 
and he gave the relation ^ = v K before the existence of 
electric waves was demonstrated by experiment. The agree- 
ment between the values of fi and VR for different media is 
not very close, although a certain amount of correspondence 
is found between them. The discrepancy is to be explained 
by the fact that for most media ^ depends upon the wave- 
length, and it can only be experimentally determined by 
optical methods for very short wave-lengths. If its limiting 
value could be found — that is, for wave-lengths which arc 
practically infinitely great, there would no doubt be then a 
much closer agreement, since for very long waves in any 
medium the velocity of propagation should be proportional 
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APPENDIX 

On the Relation between the Brightness of an 
Object and that of its Image. 

If at) object situated in a medium of refractive index /i forms an 
image by means of rays refracted through any number of surfaces 
and finally into a medium of index >i', the luminosities, 1, I', of 
object and ima^e, satisfy the relation — 

I : !■ = f." : z'", 
supposing no light to be iost by reflexion at the surfaces or by 
' absorption in the niedia. 

This is generally proved, in the case where the pencils are not 
all very narrow and along an axis of revolution of the refracting 
surfaces, by showing that if this relation did not obtain, we could 
get an image brighter than the object by viewing this through a 
suitable coniblnation of lentes—a tesult which would be contrary 
to experience. The following direct proof may, however, be given 
for pencils of any sort r — 

We notice first that if a small luminous surface sends a certain 
quantity of light to a second small surface, for the second to send 
the same quantity of light to the first it must be equally bright 
with iL For if s„ J, are the areas of the two surfaces, 1[, I] their 
luminosities, d the distance between them, and 0,, 0, the inclina- 
tions of their normals to ti, the lights which they send to each 

I.j.jj cos fl, COS e, , Ij.Jj cos fl, cos fl, 

7' ■ "■" Ji 

And for these to be equal, Ii = I^ 

Now let J- be a small area of an object in a medium of refractive 
index c, and let it send out a sheaf of rays which is refracted 
across the surface R T into a second medium of index it^. The 
cone of rays from j converging to the point R is refracted into a 
cone of different solid angle. If 1 and r are the angles of incidence 
and refraction at R, the angular breadths of these solid angles in 
the plane of refraction are 3i, dr ; and their angular breadths at 
right angles to this plane are proportional to sin i, sin r, 

x. sin < = H sin '-. 
. , Ml cos idt s 11^ COS ritr. 
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And if the solid angles are <>>„ a,— 



Now let I] be the luminosity of j, and Ij that of the surface RT 
as seen in the medium /i^ by the light coming originally from s. 




I, is the luminosity RT must have to send back to s the same 
amount of light as s sends to it— that is, as RT sends on into z^. 
If J, is the area of the surface RT, the quantities of light received 
and sent on by il are— 

I,i,«, cos i, and I^it'i ^^^ ^- 
And these are equal. Thus from above — 
Il : I. = M,» : ^. 

In the same manner, the luminosity of the second surface across 
which the rays pass, as seen in the third medium of index ^ is 
proportional to fig* ; and so on. 

If the rays on passing across the last surface form a true image 
of J, so that the combination of surfaces is aplanatic for s, the 
brightness of this image is the same as that of the last surface ; 
for it subtends the same solid angle at the point of view as the 
portion of the surface which sends the same quantity of light to 
the point of view. Thus, if m, t^ are the refractive indices of the 
medium in which the object is and that in which the eye is which 
sees the image, and I, I' the luminosities of the object and inkage — 
I: ]' = ,.':/«. 
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ANSWERS TO EXAMPLES 



4- ays nearly. 

5. iDclined to the line joining it lo the point at an angle whose si 



3. 3'92 cms. about 

4. ejfeet. 

S- — 9?r inches. 

III. 
I. 3"37 inches nearly. 
3 rs6i3 about. 

4. The centre of the globe, its real position 

5. At di3Uaice- ^l^"~ - ^ ^^'-^l^ from sami 

64J.'- 47,1 + 3 

6. ti inches. 



13*7 and 767 cms. about. 

XII. 



XXIV. 
. Focal length 2 Teet ; 8 inches. 
. Focal length -!?( inches. 
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Rochon's prism, 354 
Roemer, 163 

Rotaiion of plane of polaiizatioi 

388 
Rowland, aig 
Rudbe^, 351 

Rumfol^'s pbolometer, 11 

Saccuabihetrv, 19S 
Saturation, 303 
Sclerotic coat, 339 
Screw-collar, 141 

Sensitive tint, 394 
Sextant, 159 
Shade, 303 
Shadow cone, 3 

photometer, 1 r 

Shi&iag hy plate, 49 
Silbermann's heliostat, 160 
Simple colours, 303 

Sines, law of, 40 

Siogle-iaf velocitvi axis of, 366 

wave velocity, axis of, a66 

Singular directions, 359 
Snell, 40 

SolcU's saccharimeler, 301 
Solid ancle, 9 
Spectral colours, 302 
Spectrometer, 157 
Spectroscope, 311, 312 
Spectrum analy^, 311 
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Sphencal aberration, 34 

minors, 23 

, formola for, 35, 27 

Stereoscope, 337 

Stokes, 369 

Stop, 147 

Supernumerary rainbows, 336 

Telescope, astronomical, 149 

, Galileo's, 153 

, reflecting. 153 

Thick lenses, 123 

plates, interferences of, zjS 

Thin plates, colours of, 3*6 
Tint, 303 

of passage, 394 

Tone, 303 

Total internal teflexioD, 45 
Tourmaline, polarization by, 353 
True im^e, 33 

Undulatosy theory, 178 

Velocity of light, 163 

of propagatioit, 176 

Verdet, 341 

Vibration-period, 173 
Virtual image, 16 

object, 36 

Vitreous hnmonr, 333 

Wavb-Pront, 179 

length, 176 

determination of, by dif- 
fraction grating, 217 

motion, 170 

surface, 361 

IheoiT of light, 177 

Wollaston s prism, Z54 
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